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[REVIVAL || 
GRACE 


IN THE 

Vigour and Fragrancy of it. 

By a due. Application of the Blood of 

Chriſt -t6 the Root thereof. 
OR 

Sacramental Refleftions on the Death of 
Chriſt a Sacrifice, a Teſtator, and bearing a 
Curſe for us ; particularly applying each 
for the exciting and increaſing the Graces 
of the Believing Communicanr. | 


By Henry Hurſt, M. A. formerly Fellow of Merton 
Colledge Oxon : Now Domeftick Chaplain to the | 
Right Honourable 4rthur Earl of Angleſey, Lord 
Privy Seal. 

——"Fy mi (@ Ti Te You Orcs Ty djamonyTic we x; 

IO 6uT9y 4% $u3, Gal. 2.20. » 

Domaine | cum te in ara crucs Jhſpenſun video, quod- 
cungque oculi-meis ſpetandum objicitury me im amc- 
rem tus inducat! Signum, Figura, Myſterium, vul- 

= neraque tus corporis, & pre caters, intimus alle af- | 
fetus clamat ut ad Amorem tui properem, nec tufk 
oblivifear. Did; Srella medirar. _. WES 

Prinred, and are to be ſold by ſho. Parkburſ?, ar the 

Bible and Three Crowns,the lower End of Cheapſide, | 
and the Bible under rhe Gare at Lond.Bridge.1678 
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SAS ASSO LON TOLL 
F7 PPE CEPEEDEDS 


TO THE - 
Right Honourable 
AxTtaus,Farl of Angleſey, 
Lord Privy Seal, &c. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Heſe Papers (which humbly 


offer themſelves to your fa- - 
vourable acceptance and Pa- 


_ tronage) were conceived and form- 


ed, but laid aide fome years before 


you did me that great honour to 


corfimand my adaidirice an you 


and your Family, ſince which time 

by unafual accident , they have 
fallen into a hand binder than my 
own, who judging them worth the 


publiſhing, and per{wading me to 
it, they claim a Right co this Ho- 


A'2 nour 


" 


En 
+ > <A rr err 
 I—_ 
_ — 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
nour of appearing in the world an- 
der your Lordſhip's Parronage ; if I 
had refus'd to let them be made 
publick, perhaps I ſhould have 
been culpable ; ſince they are thus 
publiſhe, I am ſure (without omit- 
ting a part of my duty) I could not 
but tender them to Your Lordſhip, 
which I do with a ſenſe of their 
meanneſs and diſproportion which 
they bear to your Lordſhips Great 
Abilities, Learning and Judgment. 
Yet herein this will be ſomewhat 
of an Apology for me,though ſome 
have owned their obligations and 
duty to Your Lordfhip in Pieces 


: Vf 


leſs diſproportion'd,none have done . 


it, or are likely to do it in a Piece * 


equal to Your Lordfthip's Learning 
and meaſures of Judgment, The 
ſmall ſumms of chief Rents are tao 


' Poorto be made a Preſent to any 
whole abundance would refuſe ſuch 


an Offer; but when tender'd as their 


Right, they give a kind acceptance | 


and 


and acquittance for few ſhillings 7 
pence. In this. humble offer I 


e wave all pretence but this, That 

e Your Lordſhip hath the beſt Right . 
IS . | to any Publick Acknowledgment 

- vs I can make of my obligations to 

t 5 You, of which I pray Your Lord- 

» J Afhip's fayourable reſentment 

: ; From '- + 
j Your Lordſhip's moſt Obe« 

j dient Servant, and Das 
4 | meſtick Chaplain, 


H, Hurſt, 


; 


* 
# 


Io the Reader 


fates! Tr 40? 

HOW: art prefanted here with d 
Subject of which very many have 
"treated, and of which perhaps it 

Maybe thought more need not have been 
Red 3 and of Which, what 1 have 

rin, muſt ; Ov 7HIt the hazard of thy 

Judgmmt. or thiſard, if it profit and 

pleaſe thee, the thanks is due to me, but in 

Partierſhip, Tith a Leamed and Judi 

cious Divine, who by an unthought of ac= 

cident came to the knowledge of the two 
latter parts of what is here publiſht: ſomes 
what alſo will be due to the Book-ſeller, 

who adventured the uncertainty of the 
amor Loſs, Which will be more or leſs, 
as the SubjefÞ and Manner of handling it 
appears to the Peruſer, 'The good ſucceſs 

- of thy Reading I commend to \ the Divine 


Bene- 
% 


\ 


a 


x 


. 
oc SEARS. > . 


To the Reader. 
 Benediftion, which can make it contribute 
to the increaſe of thy Grace and Comfort : 
The Defefts in Compoſing Þ ſubmit to thy 


_ Ebriſtian Candour and Ingenuity which 


will cover them, and excuſe the Author. 
Thoſe miſtakes of the Printer which are 
moſt material, may be chargedon him, and 


 T with him will joyntly deſare they may be 


mended with a- little labour beſtow'd on 
the plates where the Errata's are marked. 
Finally, T pray no labour of mine in Writs 
ing, 10 labour of thine in Reading, may 
prove Waſte of time to either of us in the 
day wherem we both muſt account for our 


felves unto the Lord, to whoſe Guidance 


and Blefvng thou ſhalt be commended 
: BY | 


The meaneſt Servant of the 
From Angleſey-Houſe Beſt and Greareft Lord, 


in Drury-Lane, our Lord Jeſus Redeemer 
April 10. 1678. - os and of thy Soul's 
ricn 


Advertiſement... 


There is in the Preſs one Hun- 
dred Sermons -on ſeveral ſelect 
Texts of Scripture, Preached by 
Tho. Horton, D. D. -left perfe&ted 


under his own hand. 


lt ] 
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THE 


REVIVAL 
GRACE 


"LUKE. 22. I9. 


Tsm zweTe us TWw by "Avdurnoiy. 
Do this im remembraiice of me. 


The Introduttion, 


Reader, | 

[| will for once ſuppoſe thou art able on thy 

2 own view of. theſe words, and their con- 
text to diſcern what Chriſt is treating of; 

. how he inſtituteth and ordaineth the holy 
Sacrament of his Supper, and for what end 
he ordaineth it. I ſuppoſe thon wouldit not 
look over theſe lines if thon didſt not alrea- 
dy underſtand chat Chriſt would have us uſe 
and celebrate this Sacrament to the end we 
might renew the remembrance of, his Dying 
he us, in which the matter of fact, viz, _ 

* A E 


7 As HUN F *% 


he did die for us is profeſſed, yet ſo as the 
manner. how ke did die is (I think) more prin- 
cipally to be attended: afid conſidered, as be- 


ſalvation, and as affording the greateſt and 
Pp ſweeteſt comforts ; and - finally, as binding 
i us moſt ſtrongly to Goſpel Obedience, I ſhall 
lf therefore recommend unto thy thoughts 
what.is the (oxi, modys, ratio moriends) par- 
ticular manner of thy Saviour's Dying. And 
am bold to ſay the words of the text, (Do 
this in remembrance of me,) do the like. _ Let 
my Death be the ſubject of your rhoughts 


ata Sacrament. Let the manner of my-Death 
be the mould into which your thoughts are 
caſt. Ara Sicrameht fhew forth the "truth 


| : ſhew forth the ſingular and peculiar manner 
Ul! | « of italſo. Renew the thoughts of this, what 
i | { kind of Death it was which: could have ſuch 
| a mighty falvifick vertue in it to deliver us 
and fave us. Set before you at the the Lord's 

Plutarchus Table, not ſuch a Death's-head as Platarch 


I _ Sapier.* onefts, to admoniſh them ; but ſuch a Death 
| | ' 1 as none but Chriſt would or ceuld undergo 
for us. Our Lord will have his own Death 

ſer forth to the eye of his friends and gueſts 

' ar his Table, and he commands them to re- 

, member it. The Lord's Supper is a com- 
memoration of the Lord's Death ; there we 

may view him on the Altar dying a Sacrifice 

. forus, to atone the divine diſpleaſure : there 

, Wwe may view him in the unparalleld addreſs 

of himſelf for Death, diſpoſing his vaſt trea- 
ſures of Grace, Peace, Comfort and Glory un- 
| ro 


\ 
' 


( 


Chriſt Died 2 Sacrifice for us. 


" Ing the chief primary thing in effecting ' our . 


| ad certainty of your Redeemer's Death ; ' 


7n Conviv. "reports Prolomens was wont to ſet before his. 


care makes him die a:;Teſtator,. giving them 
rich Legacies.” At a Sacrament we may and 
ſhould view Jeſus Chriſt, the Bleſſed One, 
nailed to the Crofs, loaded with a Curſe, and 
dying an accurſed Death, that we might 
eſcape it, Thus we owe our Peace to his 
Sacrifice, our fpirityal treaſure to his will 
and teſtament, our blefſed hope and life to 
his accurſed Death ; and by particalar re- 


flections on theſe we ſhould awaken, exerciſe _ 


and improve our graces. The facilitating this 


| Chriſt Died a Sacrifice for uw. >." 


to his indigent .friends for whom his love j 
brought. him to die, and the fame love and 1 


— —_ — 


a a 2. ow. —- 


work, and the attaining this effect, is the de- . 


ſign of the following Difcourſe, which doth 
firſt endeavour to promote grace by a parti- 
cular improvement of Chriſt's Dying a Sacri- 
fice for us, let usthen (the other two haying 
their due place) begin with this great truth. 


Onr Lord Died a Sacrifice for us, and under 
this netzon ought we to commemorate his 
Death, and. in meditating thereon we may 
make an improvement of grace. 


That I may proceed diſtinctly, I reſolve 
the whole ſubjec& into theſe following par- 
ticulars. | | 

I. The general;praof and coniumation of 
his DYing as a. Sacrifice, .or Vitim for us, 


Cap. I. 


2, How this could be that, a man ſhould 
be a Sacrifice for us, Cap. 2. | 

3. What particularly is contained in this 
beipg made a Sacrifice, and ſo dying, Cp. 3. 


4+ That theſe are fit foundation to Jay for 


* A 2 Sacra- 


_ 


Chriſt di ed Necriniep Fs Ws, Gelered 
_Sacramental graces, and "how our graces 
may be increaſed, awakened, confirmed, and 
acted, in due: meditation on Chriſt our Sa- 
_ rice, Cap. 4 & _ 


C A-P. I: 


i Chriſt died a Suri for us 
— prefigured.. 


HE Holy Scriptures do Sdrty te- 
T' ſtife to us, that Chriſt our Lord died 
our Sacrifice and Vitim, | and ſo do the 
writings of all Chriſtians, who have treated 
of our Redemprion and Salvation by Chriſt ;- 
if you would have forein teſtimonies, you 
require what is not needfu], ar ſhould we 
 attempr ro ſeek them, we ſhould loſe our 

' time and labour ; for no other Pen maketh 
mention of this bur the ' Scriptures,. and the 
Pens which .write, after this Copy. Now 
among other arguments the Scripture afford- 
| eth-us theſe five for proof of Chriſt's Dying 
a Sacrifice. IT. ,The Type. 2. Prophecies. 
3. Promiſes, 4- Hiſtorical :declaration of ir. 
. 5. Afſuming 'it'as+a matter unqueſtionably 
ITve 4 z and certain of all en briefly in their 
order, , 


7 | 


og -* Gy 


Self 


- X 
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- fn. The Baptiſt then applying unto Chriſt 


and of figur2s of the True, v. 24. Yay. 8,9. 


« 


Chriſt died a Sacrifice for us prefieured. © 5 
Set. I, , 

. This manner of Chriſt's Death, viz. as a 
Sacrifice was prefigured, and foreſhewn -in 
the Type thereof. The very enemies of this 
Dottrine do not quite deny this, though they _ 
doubr, or deny, ſome particular. places to re- S9c#”. (56.2. 
fer hereto. Let us however look” to ſome apart _ 
few places of Scriptures, where we may find ; 

Chriſt our Sacrifice in his Death typified our 
tous. I Cor. 5. 7. Chriſt our Paſſover is ſlain 

for #s. The alluſion uſed by the Apoſtle proves 
that the: old Paſchal Lamb was a type of 
Chriſt, ar that Chriſt was the Antitype- of 
the Paſchal Lamb. Again, oh. 1. 24. Tye 
Lamb of God which taketh away the fn of the 
world ; whether in reference to the: Lamb b 
daily offered,or whether to thePafchal Lamb, 
it altereth not the caſe : It is a Lamb, and a 
Lamb that muſt be ſlain in Sacrifice ; yea in 
an Expiatory Sacrifice to take away the ſin of 
the world. We are aſſured, that withoar xx PERO" 

ſhearing of blood there is no remiſſion; and we _ ws 

-are ſure 'tisnot every ſheding ' of blood, but 
It is the ſheding of the blood of a Sacrifice 

which procureth remiſſion of ſins, and this 
blood-ſheding was not by | apening and 

breathing a vein, 'but by dying to take away 


that antient and lively type, telleth us, that 
Chriſt was prefigured in his ſtate, life and 
death, by ir. ' And that Heb, 9.23, 24. tells 
us of patterns of things tn the Heavens, v. 23. 


the whole Tabernacle, and the ſervice of it 
| | *A'3 wero 


She ads i" og 
©" 2 -* <2 © 
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Pag- 452- 


Ifa, 53-74 


*  Chrift dying a Sicvifice foretold. 


were a fignre for the time then preſent. Among | 


other ſervices, that of -Sacrifices is ſpecified 


as a figure ſerying for the preſent, until Chriſt 
ſhould conic and enrer-3hrothe Holy Place 
without blood of Bulls and Goars; bat by hrs 
own blood, v. x1, 12; #4. -'Ih"a' word, the 
whole of Mofaical pohfive. inſtituted fervice 
was a figure and type. | This part of the Law 


had the ſhadow of good things.to come, Heb. To, 


e.% The wie rg is i 


In Sacrificits id manifeſtiſſi- manifeſt *h the YACTIJICES which 
mum que Sacrificium,*5 ex- did prefeenifie ' the Sacrifice 
prationem Meſſie praufignie . auf] Expiation of the "Meſſiah, 
ficabant. Joh. Hoornbeck as the Learned Hoornber 


TP IIWN , 4 com 7 a ae: 2 tia 
abk407 Fo Wrth lib. 7. c.1. hath rightly obſerved to'b 


hands; from all which 1g. 
not ill r6 conttude, ' thathe 
died a Sacrifice to- take away fm, who Was 
preſignified- by the Dying Explatory 'Sacti-" 
Nees neder the Jaws eo EET TRE 
, bp 


Se, 2. 


Secondly, Tt was foretold, and by the Pro: 
pherick impulſes of the infallible Spirit ' of 


a; 


| God revealed to the Church of old, that the 


Meſh ſhould die, and particularly that he - 
ſhoull'die a' Sacrifice to expiate fin ; in'this + 
cauſe we have, 'among others, 'the 'teſtimo- 
nies of the Prophet 7ſaiah, cap.'5 3.7. He 3s 
brought as a 'Lamb to; the ſlaughter ; where 
poſlible may 'be more than a'general ſymbo- 
1izing 'berweefi the 'Innocency, Humility anll 
Sufferings of the Lamb lain, and Chriſt rypi- 
fied thereby 3 like enough' there is a parti- 
cular fymbolizing between them both as they. - 
| | | were 


were Sacrifices; the footſteps whereof 1 
might trace out ſomewhat 'in ' x. the word 
ſlaughter, which Prov. 9. 2. ſeemeth to be 


determined to the ſlaying of a Sacrifice ; And . 


2. inthe word, he is brozght, which 7/a.18.7. 
exprefleth the bringing of a preſent to the 
'Lord. But much more in the word 3. Lam, 


Chriſt dying a Sacrifice foretold. 


Mg, which is the very word that exprefſeth Mw uſed, 

che Paſchal Lamb,Exed.12.3.8 5.which was _— 7. & 
a Lamb'to be ſacrificed, Dear. 16. 6, And 3 *X Uy 
4. from the. place which Parallel to this, Deur. 18. 3. 


Aft. 8. 32. He was led as a 
Lamb to the \ ſlaughter (*# 


opaylw) what kind of ſlaying 


this was, let Rev. x3. 8. de- 
termine where-it is, the Lamb 


A pecudum matatione 72, 
alio nomine gpdywov Vocarunt. 


. Amos F. v. 25. Cloppenb, 


Schol. Sacrif. pag. 3. 


of God ſlain from the foundation of the world, If Ua. 53.10, 


this be not full enough to our purpoſe, yet 
the xoth verſe affordeth a plain and expreſs 
Prophecy of the Meſſia#'s dying a Sacrifice ; 
Thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for fin. Tn- 
deed the Hebrews read if conditionally (if or 
when ) but then adds a promiſe what ſhall be 
the fruit and effect of 'his Dying a Sacrifice, 
Now we do ſee the promiſe fulfilled in the 
numerous ſeed of Chriſt ; therefore with rea- 
ſon we conclude the condi- 


tion, performed. The words 
of the Learned Hoornbeeck. 
cited in the margent, ſhall 
ſuffice for clearing the text ro 
Scholars, and the true read- 


CTIWR Gor COR, Si 


Poſuerit hoſtiam pro peccato £5 
reatu RW proprie eſt d:» 
licttum per Metonymiam ſig» 
nzficat oblationem pro delitto, 
Lev. $.6,7,15. Joh.Hoornb, 
Socin. Confar, Vol, 2. 1. 3, 


, Ing of the words of the text 
in-our tranſlation, ſhall ſuffice 
the unlearned, In a word or two, if thou 
believeſt that this Chapter foretels the ſut- 

| => > ferings 


C; I, Þ. F562. 


v 


Chriſt's dying a Sacrifice foretold. 
ferings of thy Saviour ;- if thou believeſt that / 
this text ſpeaketh of his' death 5 if thou be- 
lieveſt that he is come fo long ago, and died 
- ſo long fince, thou needeſt only read plain 
Engliſh; He hath then in his Death made his 
ſoul an offering for ſin; .and this was foretold 
by the Prophet, nor in this verſe only, but al- 
ſo in the 11th and 12th verſes : He ſhall bear. 
| their iniquity, and he ſhall 


Tta in caput Hoſtiarum olim 
reartus ira quaſi ma=- 
nibus amponebatur luendus 
ceremontaliter ibi, in Chriſto 
vere. Joh. Hoornb. lib. 3. 
yol. 2. Socin, Confur, c. 1. 


bear the ſin of many. So of old, 
the guilt of thoſe who browght 
the Sacrifices, was as it were 
laid on the head of the Sacri- 
fices by their hands, that it 
might be puniſhed. Obſerve 


then how Sacrifices of old times did bear the 
iniquity and ſin of thoſe that brought the Sa- 
crifices : So did Chriſt dying bear our iniqui- 
ty and our fin; He did bear theme truly, they 
ceremonially, as the learned Author noterh. 
'To theſe paſſages of ſaiah, let us farther 
- add” thoſe of David and Pax! compared toge- 
ther, and ' we ſhall there find Dazid fore- 
relling what Death Chriſt ſhould die, and 
Paul explaining what Death he did die, P/al. 
40. 6, 7, 8. with Heb. 10.5, 6, 7, 8. When 
he (i. e. Chriſt) cometh into the world, he ſaith, 
Sacrific? and Offerings thou wouldeſt not, 8c. 
putting the very words of the Pſalmiſt, and 
thereby aſſuring us that the place was to be 
underſtood of Chriſt, who was hereafter to 
be born, and die, whenas David wrote this ; 
_ and who was now born, and had died whenas 
Paul wrote this, or rather interpreted theſe 
words of Daxfgleading us from the Sacrifices 
under the Law, to-Chriſt our Sacrifice, nl 
Sh : from 


- 


Chriſt's dying @ Sacrifice promiſed. 
' from the Death of thoſe ceremonial and in- 
efficacious Sacrifices, to'this real and meri- 


torious Sacrifice, ver. Iqth and 12th. Now. 


the whole diſcourſe of Chriſt's dying a Sa- 
crifice for us, had been miſlaid on. David's 
words, if he had not propheſied that Chriſt 


ſhould die a Sacrifice for us. Either this kind 


of Dying muſt be in the Prophetick words 
of David, which are the Apoſtle*s premiſes, 
or it could not Logically be put into his 
Concluſion, : | 


Set. 3, 


Thirdly, Chriſt to die for us a. Sacrifice 
was promiſed to the Church ; and -if it were 
promiſed, it may well be concluded that it 
either ſhall be accompliſhed ( which is as 


little as an unbelieving Jew will gather from - 


the promiſe,) but not ſo much as a believing 
Chriſtian muſt gather, who is verily 'per- 
ſwaded that our Jeſus, the true Xeſſeah, vs al- 
ready come, and hath died for us, and died a 
Sacrifice fo us according to the promiſe 
which is made to Son, Zech. 9.11. As for 
' thee by the blood of thy Covenant I have ſent 
forth thy priſoners out of the Pit wherein" is no 
water. In the words you have a relation of 
a double deliverance, ſet forth in figurative 
expreſſjons. | 
Ir. Firſt, A relation of their deliverance 
out of the ſeventy years Captivity, which 
God wrought for them for the Covenant 
ſake he had made with them in Chriſt: this 
was a temporal deliverance. - The 
2. Secand deliyerance is ſpiritual ,- and 
| wrought 


io 


- þer o 


IO Chriſt's dying a Sacrifice promiſed. 
' wrought by.the' Lord Jeſus dying and ſheding 
his blood for us. Now it is. plain, This 
'[x,] Blood. denoteth a'death, whoever it he 
that if is ſpoken of. [2.] Blood of a Cove- 
nant ſpeaketh the Death of a Yactifice in the 
blood-whereof the Covenant was confirmed 
and ratified, . and it is therefore called the 
Blood of the Covenant : this I will a little far- 
ther treat and cleay, _ It was a very ancient 
rite of making .and confirming Covenants in 
the blood of Sacrifices offered up'at the time 
when the Covenants, and their terms or con- 
ditions were aſſented unto, and approved. 
Poffibly the Feaſt we read of Gey, 26. 30. 
made by 7/azc, was after a Sacrifice offered, 
when he made a Coyenant alſo with Abime- 
tech, and confirmed it by Oath. However, 
we are affured it was a rite among the Poli- 
rer Nations of the Earth,” as in Homer, who 
- : ings in his Grecians and Trojans making a 
Hors 4 covenant (gz mar) Thad.z.Carm.94. & Iog, 
| addr erieluw and confirming it by Sacrifice ; but theſe are 
53 uixzuway Alien and forem we have ſurer teſtimony, , 
ſs T 9 nlp Exod. 24.7. where a Covenant is mentioned, 
Air I nuis and this Covenant wrote in a Book, and read }. 
#719 0M to the people, who therein heard the terms 
God propoſed, and to theſe the people an- 
ſwer, All that the Lord hath ſaid, we will do, 
and be obedient ; they give their affent to 
' the Coyenant, on which Aoſes forthwith 
nr mus the people with rhe blood of the 
Sacrifices which were offered on the Altar 
mentioned ver.4. and were brought by young 
men of 1fraecl, ver. 5. This blood is called 
eminently, the blood of the Covenant, ver. 8, 
applied by St, Peter, 1 Ep. T cap. 2 Mo ng 
riſt, 


Chriſt's dying a Sacrifice promiſed. 
Chriſt. So then the Covenant confirmed in 
blood, leadeth us to a Sacrifice dying and 
ſheding its blood,in which ſprinkled,according 


-to the Rite or Cuſtom, the Coyenant is con- 


firmed. ' So that to me there remaineth no . 
farther ſcruple in this point, If' any would 
have it cleared, -that this blood is to be un- 
derſtood of the blaod of Chriſt, T ſhall refer 
them to the context, viz. vey. 9. and xo. and 
unto 7/a. 6T.'T, where the like delivering of 
the like priſoners is mentioned, and unto the 
Heb. 13. 20. where this blood of the Cove- 
nant is called the blood of the everlaſting 


| Covenant: And let them who defire farther 


— x conſult Commentators on the 
place, 


Seft, 4 4 


Chriſt's Death was the Death ofa Sacri- 


| crifice, for ſo it is hiſtorically declared and 
aſſerted in the hiftory of his Life and Death, - 
and in the writings of his Apoſtles penn'd on 


this: fabject ſince his Death and Reſurretion. 


- They that have wrote [the ſtory; and they 
| who haye improved it, affert the fame I do. 


<Heb.'g. 26, Now once in the end of the 
'world hath he (. e. Chriſt, ver.24.) appeared 
"to put away fin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 
"And again, ver. 28. Chriſt was offered to 
bear the ſins of many, places ſo- full and 


clear, that nothing needs be ſubjoyned For 


Cxpitation, Chriſt expreſly named, and he is 
offered a Sacrifice, and this an Expiatory Sa- 


*crifice, and he _ that. offered it up 'was the + 


fame with the Sacrifice, He oftered up himfelf 
a S4- 


IT 
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: Chriſt's dying a Sacrifice, &c. 


2 Sacrifice, &c. So again Heb. 7. 27. this 


[ſpeaking of the Sacrifices offered up often 
underthe Law] »v:z. offering for the peoples 


ſins he did once, when. he offered up himſelf. . 


What the daily, weekly, monthly and yearly 
reiterated Sacrifices of the Levitical Prieſts 
could-not effe&, - though they were continu- 
ally offered, that Chriſt by one offering hath 
effected. -This.man (faith the Apoſtle) after 
he had offered one. ſacrifice for fins, ſat down 
\ on the right hand of God, Heb. ro.-12, For by 
one offering he hath perfetted for ever them that 
are ſanftified, ver. 14. He needed no more 
to offer any Sacrifice, forſomuch as. he had 
obtained Erernal Redemption by thar ope 


- Sacrifice of himſelf; and it was neceſſary he 


ſhould once offer himſelf a Sacrificc, becauſe 
ro other Sacrifices could purifie the con-. 
ſcience, and clear from guilt ; Chriſt there- 
fore did what was neceſſary,and having done 
it, fare down on the right hand of God, ex- 


. pecting till his enemies were made his foot- 


ſtool, and interceding that his Redeemed 
miglit be blefled with a full deliverance. In 
one word, the Apoſtle Epbeſ. 5. 2. tells us 
what Chriſt did,and what acceptance it found 
with the Father. Chriſt alſo hath loyed us, 
and hath given himſelf for us an offering and 
a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmelling ſa- 
vour. Thus expreſs is the Scripture in this 
Point. 
4 Sett. 5. 


Laſtly, It is more than once aſſumed and 
taken up as an unqueſtionable truth, and of 


- indiſputable certainty. So Heb. 8.2, we have 


ſuch 


a a Oa_ @ «4 Aa had” ras d waed* wth, © 


ER Aſſumed as indubitable. | 
ſuch an High Prieſt who is, ſet; qn the right 
hand of the Majeſty in the Heavens. Here it 
is aſſumed without particular proof,, that he 
had offered a Sacrifice before. he fate 'down, 


&c. and 1o, ver. 3. makes ir neceſſary he -_ 


, ſhould have ſomewhat to offer ; and 'ver. 4. 
aſſures us; ' that the Levitical Prieſthood and 
Sacrifices,were examples and ſhadows of this 
our High Prieſt, and the Sacrifice he hath 
offered- which was more excellent than thofe 
typical ones were ; to this add Heb. .. 
Chriſt made an -High Prieſt, and wer. 6, a 


Prieſt for ever, and after the order of Mel- 


chiſedeck , ver. to. Now whoever js an High 
Prieſt, is ordained for men in things pertain- 
ing to God, that he may offer both gifts and 
ſacrifices for fins, ver. t. Chriſt then our 
High Prieſt as ſuch, and becauſe he is an High 
Prieit for us, muſt offer ſome ſacrifice for us: 
Now the blood of Bulls and Goats, and in a 
word, all corruptible things, are ſecluded 
from being this ſacrifice ; and the Lord Jeſus 
in his own perſon is ſuppoſed and taken vn- 
doubtedly to be this ſacrifice, Without dif- 
pute, the 9th chap. 25th verſe, ſpeaks this 
truth ; for the Levitical High Prieſt went 
into the holy place with the blood of others, 
but Chriſt did nor fo enter when he er- 
tred, for he entred not in by the blood of 
Goats and Calves, but by his own blood, 
cap. 9. ver. 12, + did he enter into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemprion 
for us. Theſe, with many more which might 
be added, comprize what we affirm, That rhe 
"Scriptures do in many places afſume it as a 
thing certain in it ſelf, thar Chriſt died a 4 
milany crifice 


TY 7 


* words, thou who profeſſeſt thy ſelf a Chri- 


54 


crifice for us. To conclude this Chapter;and 
this general head of. our diſcourſe in a few 


ſtian, either profeſleſt this trath, or knoweſt 
hot what a Chriſtian? is made up of, and 
needeſt to be catechized in the principles 
of thy Religion ; to which I recommend ' 
thee for better inſtruQtion, bs | 


Re, On a ——— cc 
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CAP. 11. 
Chriſt a Man, yet a Sacrifice for us, and 


how this could be. 


UR next undertaking muſt be ,what ſtan- 
deth ſecond in our Promiſe,a diſcovery | 
how this can be, that a Man ſhould be a Sa- 
crifice, Is it not an inhumane cruelty: to of- 
fer a reaſonable creature in ſacrifice to God ? 
Are not the Nations abhorred as barbarouſly 
ſalvage and bloody who uſed it 2 and hath 
not God expreſly forbidden it ?2- How then 
could Chriſt ſo excellently and tranſcendently 
holy, pure and innocent, be made a ſacrifice 
for us? This I ſhall endeayour to anſwer in 
theſe following particulars, 


Sect. I. | 


There is no doubt to be made whether 
ſacrificing of .men : were. abominable in the 
fight of God and fober men ; . God infinitely 
8 deteited 


nd 
\ a 
j- 
i 
d 
4s 
d , 


deteſted it, and fober men have unanimouſly 
condemned it. This was, and ever will be, a 
bloody murthering of the creatures, never 


an. acceptable worlhiping the Creatour, 


He that was a murtherer from. the begin- 
ing, and delighteth in the death of man, put 
his Idolatrous worſhippers upon this diaboli- 
cal praQtice' ; and they who exerciſed their 
pretended Religion in ſach ſacrifices, did ſa- | 
crifice to Devils, not to God, Pſal. 106.37. 
and ſhed innocent blood, ver. 38. In which 
paſſage you ſee whom ſuch ſacrificers wor- 
ſhipped, and in what account they and their 
worſhip was had with God; the Lord: tells 
you truly who it was theſe men worſhipped, 
and what truly was the thing they did,it was 
murther, Tfrael had a ftri&t prohibition 
againſt this praftice , Levit. 20. 2, 3, 4, 5. 
and God doth dreadfully. threaten him that 
ſhall dare to do ſo. The blood of Bulls or of 
Goats could not by their own worth pleaſe 
the Lord. The blood of man could not but by 
Its cry to the Lord awaken him to an abhor- 
rence of the deed,and puniſhing the doer. 


Sett. 2. 


Albeit none may ſhed the blood of man 
in Sacrifice, yet the life, ſtrength aad whole 
of man ſhould be Sacrificed, that is, conſe- 
crated to, ſpent for, and offered unto God, 


which ina borrowed or figurative manner of 


ſpeech is-called, and-well may be ſo ealled, a 

Sacrifice. The ſcripture gives this name 

where there is neither life of Beaſt orMan ta- 

ken away, The Contrite heart is hoop" 
Wo ps whic 


Aſſumed indubitable. ' 


| Heb.13. Is. 


1 Per. 2.F. 


Chriſt dying a Sacrifice 
which God will-not deſpiſe P/al. Fr. 17. In 
this ſenſe the Apoſtle would perſwade the 
Romans to 'give up themſelves, their bodies 
Sacrifices unto God, Rem.12.1. And conver- 
fion of the Gent;les was an Offering or a Sa- 
ctificing of them unto God, Kom.15.,16. The 
praiſes we offer to God; but mnch more the 
whole Duty ofa Chriſtian is a Sacrifice. This 
Metaphorical Sacrificing our ſelves and ours, 
is both our duty, and acceptable to God. Al- 
though none may in Sacrifice take away the 
life of another man or of himſelf; yet every 


- man ought ro make his life a ſacrifice unto 
God : This kind of Hutnane Sacrifice is our 


Reaſonable ſervice. _ 


Seca. 3. 


When the Scripture is expreſle inany point, : 


I have noe reaſon to be doubting whether it 
were fo, nor liberty allowed to my curioſity 
to, @aquire how it could be ſo, or to Diſpute 
that it either could not be, or that it ought 
not to be ſo. My Faith tells mee, and my 
Reaſon conſenteth to it, Thar it is ſo, becauſe 
God faith ir, and that ic might well bee fo, 


becauſe God hath done it. God ſent his Son in 


the likeneſſe of finfull fleſh; this ſpeaketh the In- 
carnation of Chriſt our Lord, and for fin, this 
ſpeaketh the end why God ſent him,vzz. that 
by a Sacrifice for ſin hee might condemne fin -in 
the fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. ver. d the ſame Apo- 
{tle informech mee 2. Cor. 5. 2. That God 
hath made him to be ſin for s,and if you enquire 
how Chriſt was made fin, I ſhall anſwer in the 
words of a learned pen, viz, Hee was a = 

crfice 


Ty me 


Aſſumed as undubitable. 
if theſe places ſeem to be more obſcure than 


High Prieſt, Zeb. 8. 1. a miniſter of the true 


Tabernacle which the Lord pitched, ver. 2. 


That he was ordained to offer ſacrifice (an- 
ſwerably to the type) ver. 3. and all this by 
God's appointment;either find me out a more 
likely ſacrifice, or conclude with me that he 
did by divine ordination offer up himſelf a 
ſacrifice for us. In the Apoſtle's words Chriſt 
being come an High Prieſt of good things to 
come, by a greater and more perfect Taber- 


| nacle not made with hands, &c. Neither by 


the blood of Goats and Calves, but by his 
own blood he entred in once into. the. holy 
place, &c. Who through the eternal Spiric 
offered himſelf without ſpor to God, &c. 
Heb. 9g. x1, x2, 14. In theſe words, I ſay, 
my doubts find a full anſiver. My God tells 
me it was done,and if my reaſon do not. com- 
prehend why it ſhould, or how it .could be 
done, yet it ſubſcribeth the certainty which 
is revealed, and the corgruity of it, becauſe 
he hath done ir, who doth all things with 
wiſdom and holineſs, 


% 


Set, 4 


[ anſiver, that whoſo will compare Chrilt 
with others in this caſe, compareth thoſe who 
cannot be found juſt equals, there is a very 
great dilparity between our Lord Jeſus and 
any other who ſhall be compared with him, 
and therefore I doubt not 'to averr, that 

. Ws there 


| 5 
crifice not for his own ſin, but for our ſin. Or —- Nimirum 


hoſtia fuie 
ro be clearly diſcerned by you who read Ts oe, Bl 
them ; yet when you read that he is our noſtro. 
Hoornbeek. 
Socin.Cont. 


Vol. 2. 1.3. 


þ 


Cap. I. 


Chriſt dying a Sacrifice 
there muſt be allowed as great diſparity in 
the thing debated, as there was diſparity be- 
tween the perſons;albeit none elſe mighr, yet 
he might do this-extraordinary thing. There 
are foar things wherein he excelled all o- 
thers. - As ET} 

Firſt, He was abſolute Lord of his own 
life, he had power to lay it down for his, if 
he ſo pleaſed, ohn 10. 18. I have power to 
lay it }life] downe. This is more than an or- 
dinary perſon can ſay of his owne life, which 
he is accountable for to many others, as to 
Governours, Relations, and ſuch as he may 
benefit, for whom he ſhould live. Chriſt 
therefore might manifeſt by an unuſual and 
Extraordinary diſpoſall of his life, . how he 
was, more then ordinary men can be, Maſter 
of his life. | 

| Secondly, He had power in his own hand 
to raiſe himſelf from- the dead, which is 
more then the combined power of created 
Agents could do, for any man that ſhould 
yield bimſelf a Sacrifice for others. He had 
power to take up his life again, 7ohy. x0. 18, 
now this doth alter the caſe much, others 
may not becauſe they cannot reſcue- them- 
ſclves from Death. He might, for having 
laid down his life and died for his, he might 
reſume his life and live as he doth to the un- 
ſpeakable good and ſafety of his. | 

Thirdly, He had ſpecial commiſſion from 
God to do this, - Foeh. 10. 18. Now undoubt- 
edly where the authority of the Father con- 
curreth with the authority of the Son, there 
can be no reaſonable queſtion asKed why 
Chrife might become a ſacrifice for us, when 
| we 
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Aſſumed jndubitable. 
we thay not become ſacrifices for others. The 
caſe is infinitely, different. - 

4 Fourthly and Jaftly, Chriſt was'Sacrificer 
as well as Sacrifice,and that no ordinary per- 
ſon could fay for. himſelf, if any other be 
made-a Sacrifice, the. Sacrificer muſt be ſome 
other man who is under a ſtrict law of God, 
not to lay his hand on the life of his Brother; 
ſo that if a ſtrong impulſe moved me to be 
Sacrifice for other, yet as ſtrong Prohibition 
lay on him not to touch my life. But in this 
extraordinary Perſon both do concur, he is 
the. Lamb of God ſlain,and he the great high 
Prieſt to offer it unto God. D 

Next I am engaged to enquire what is 
comprized in every ſuch Sacrifice, dying for 
him that offereth it, and ſo what particularly 
is comprized in Chriſt's dying a Sacrifice for 
us. In anſwer, to this I conceive that every 
ſuch ſacrifice doth comprize really or inten- 
tionally theſe ſix things, of which briefty. 


$eft. x. 


x. Subſtitution or being ſet in the ſtead and 
room of the perſon or perſous for whom it 
was to be offered Lev, x. 4. who brought the 
fac rifice, was required to put his hand upen 
the head thereofand it ſhould be accepted for 
him. And Zevit, 4. 15. They muſt put their 
hand on the head of the Bullock,&c. by which 
ceremony was denoted the ſubſtitution of the 
lacrifice in the ftead of him who brought 


' it, As in the ſubſtitution of the Levites for 


the ſervice of the Temple igſtead of the firſt- 
born of all 1ſrae/, Namb. 8.10. The children 
of /ſrae! ſhall put their hands upon the Le- 

*B 2 vites 
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ee eee pr on CONES 


410. What it is to 'be-and Die 
vites, for they are wholly given unto me” 
from among the children of /ſrae/, ' inſtead of” . 
ſach as open the womb,'even inſtead of the 
firſt-born of all the children of 1ſrae! have I 
raken them unto me, ver. 16. Kere the ſub- 
ſtirutions of theſe perſons is. ſignified by lay- 
ing on of the hands of 7ſrael; fo alfo in 
ſacrifices. 45 BO 


Set. 2, 


A ſecond thing contained in a Sacrifice, 
was the imputing or transferring cf guilr 
and crime, the Sacrifice ſtood charged with 
ſin and guilt. The Hebrews had the ſame 
namefor fin and ſacrifice, as it is wel! known 
ro every ſmatterer''in their tongue or co- 

. toms; and the Apoſtle doth imitate them 

when he affirmeth thar Chriſt was made fin 

Ley. 10.16. for us, 2 Cor: 5.21. & Rom. 8.3. for fin 

(Gr. a= duazgries)-;.e. a ſacrifice for ſin, Lever, 

16, 16, The fin-offering did bear iniquity, 

viz, the iniquity of the Congregation ; and 

Hazazel-- the Scape-Goat had the fins of 1ſracl put 

[+b:7cus fec- upon it, and the Goat did bear the iniquity, 

cati ] atque and carry it away into a land of forgetfulneſs, 

one Levit. 16, 21, 22. Whatever ſacrifice for ſin 
quitates Iſ= ** > , ” 

raels ſuper Either the ſuperſtition and will-worſhip of 

ilum ſant men without direction from God did ſubſti- 

juxta _ tute in their own ſtead, 'and did offer for 

LA TuR their own ſins, on-it they thought rhey 

_ did transferre both - their crime and its 

guilt, and hence promiſed an impunity 

to themſelves. And whatever Sacrifice 

by God's own appointment” was offered for . 

explation of ſin, had certain ceremonies pre- 

{cribed, 


a Sacrifice exptatory.' 
ſcribed, whereby was ſignified this transfer- 
ing of guilt, this imputing of the crimes of 
the offerers, ': -:/ 7 


Sett, 3. 


3. The Subſtitution 8&jImputation'were fol- 
lowed by a confeſſion of the offerer acknow- 


ledging his offence againſt his God whom he 


did tacitly (at lea{t) juſtify as one who was 


njured by the offence, and who might ju- 


ſtifiably deſtroy the offender. Every one con- 
feſſed his guilt who brought an Expiatory 
Sacrifice. There needs no other evidence of 
my crime, than my, own entreaty, that my 
Sacrifice may expiate for me, who prays for 


a pardon, confefleth by his guilt he needeth 


a pardon. If the | Poet had not ſpoken of 


tranſgreflors, and who had offended, he 


would not have brought in the perſon ſpeak- 
ing thus---Sangnine placavi Dives, by blood 


ties. He was nocent for whom a Sacrifice 
died. In a more lofty ſtrain the Prophet 
Micah, cap. 6. ver. 6, 7. aſcertaineth us thar 
the Sacrifice, whether Rams or Calves, or 
fruit of the body, in what exuberance of 
meaſure can be imagined, . it is all for tranſ- 
greſſion, for the ſin of the ſoul. - In the ſo- 
lemn offering on the day of Expiation, God 
commanded that rhe iniquities of the-houſe 
of Iſrael ſhould be confeſſed over the head 
of the Scape-goat, Levitr. 16, 20, 21, 


*B 3 Seth, 


Cum ſis ipſe 


.of Sacrifice I have appeafed the incenſed Deji- 20cens Mort» 


tur cur Vi- 


ima pro te, 
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What is it to he and Die 


Saf: Seb. + | | 
4.Then muſt the Sacrifice be ſlain,the Penal- 


ty due to the offence,and the execution there- 


of hanging over the head of the offender, are 
thus derived - upon the head of the offender 
his Sacrifice. That creature: which was made 
a fin-offering, was ſure tody for it. I miglit 
exceed in proſecuting this - particular, bur .I 
will not; you read the General] rule, Lev.1.2. 
The offering of the catteli, herd or flock,God 
required, if a Bullock it mult be lain, ver. 5. 
If of the flock, whether Sheep or Goat, it 
muſt be killed, v.10,11. If a Fowl be offered, 
it muſt be killed; alſo ver. x5. Sacrifices were 
ever next door to death, Nay Scripture ſpea- 
keth conciſely, calleth Sacrifice the Killing of 
an oxe 7/ai. 66. 3. And the Author to the 
Hebrewes ſpeaking to them in their owne 
dialect concerning matters of their own int 
mate acquaintance,compriſeth all in one word 
Awz]:xvtz, ſhedding of blood Hebr. g. .22, 
Which muſt not be underſtood of the ſhedding 
of a little blood by opening a veine or giv- 
Ing a wound, but of that ſhedding of blood 
which was in uſe in flaying their victimes 
which bled all our of their veines, and which 
blood[the Horns of the Altar being ſprinkled 
with ſome ſmall portion of it] was wholy 
poured out at the ſide of theAltar, Lev.4-34. 
This was ſo in ſeparable to Sacrifices that 
whenSuperſtition had devoted a child[though 
to an idol} the Fathers will ſpare the deareſt 
pledges of their love, They could ſee, they 
muſt kill their Sacrifices, they could not ſee, 
they ought not Sacrifice their Children. Na- 
ER p © ous 


a Sacrifice expiratory. =_ 
tural affeftion was not able to divert them 
from cruelty and unnatural inhumanity when 
Idolatrous ſuperſtition had engaged them in 
a Murtherous vow. But the Ignorance of 
theſe ſalvage brutes may ſomewhat enervate 
the teſtimony I bring from them; be ir ſo, yet 
hear one that cannot be excepted againſt in 
this point : when Abraham was commanded 
to ſacrifice his Son,he obeyed the command, 
and ſhewed at once how he underſtood God's 
command, and wherein his own obedience 
conſiſted when he put out his hand to ſlay his 
Son Gen, 22, Io, 


Set. F- 


© 5.Expiation made in order to ſetling aPeace 
between God and the offender, was a fifth 
thing comprized in a Sacrifice. It is not much 
to my preſent purpoſe to diſcourſe on the Na- 
ture of this Peace, and the connexion of it 
unto ſacrifices which do's depend primarily on 
the inſtitution and warrant we have to otfer 
them. He reſted in a falſe Peace, who offer- 
ed up a Sacrifice without a warrant from 
Heaven; and he found no true Peace, who 
offered otherwiſe,with other heart,affections 
and deſign than God required. The Sacrificer 
aimed at an explation of his | 
crime, a ſetling of that peace —ey:52 x drwnfe— 
which his offence had diſturbed, A&# 75 #11904 74 age 
and a reconciling himſelf to an Pie ts — . 
jacenſed Deity, which I might * 35/43, Homer. 
trace out in the Victims of IdDd- U1L.16.car.495,496,497- 
latrous Heathens ;, but I ſhall 
chuſe a fairer,and a more ſure path to follow, 
v4 » -. mail 
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2 Sam. 13. 


$2- 


What it is to be and Die 
until I have given you view of this thing. 
Levir. 1. 4. He ſhall put his hand upon the 
head of the burnt2offering, and it ſhall be ac- 


cepted for him to make atonement for him. Here - 


is the main end of Sacrifice and Sacrificer,viz. 
that the Sacrifice may be accepted, and an 
atonement may. be made for the Sacrificer. 
So the fin-offering was to make atonement, 
that the ſin might be forgiven to the Sacrifi- 
cer, Levit. 5. 20, 26, 35. In like manner Sa- 
crifices for wh of ignorance were appointed 
of God himſelf to take away guilt, to make 
atonement, and to procure forgiveneſs of the 
errour, Levit. 5. 17, 18, left farther diſplea- 
ſure broke out againſt him, 


Se&. 6. 


6.A recovery of the fayour of God,or the 


| reſtitution of the offender to that good opi- 


nion and eſteem which he had before he of- 
fended. The Sacrificer hop&d rhat his errours 
being expiated and forgiven, he ſhould regain 
the Love of his God, who juſtly might be 
diſpleaſed with him for his offences. The 
conſcience once ſet upon removal of guilr, 
Judgeth his work but half done, unleſs it re- 
cover the Favour ard Love of its God, on 
better principles, and ſtronger deſires it ſueth 
[as Abſolon]Jfor a fight of the King's face. And 
this ſeemeth to me the chief and ultimate 
end of Sacriticers, who know what they go 
about when they ſacrifice unto God ; and in- 
deed it ſeemeth contain'd in the Hebrew 


| phraſe, which we render accepted, Lev. 1. 4. 


15 nx7)1, and I am fire is contained in the 
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a Sacrifice expiatory. 
promiſes God hath made of accepting the Sa- 
crifice of eyery one who offereth to him ac- 
cording to his mind and will, The benevo- 
lence or good will of God which is his <4xia, 


# - and 1X7 fatisfieth the ſoul, and the ſoul 


ſeeketh. it in its ſacrifice. Wherewithall ſhall 


I comt before the Lord? Mich. 6. 6, ſeemeth 


the proper and natural enquiry of each Sacri- 
ficer. How ſhall T meet the Lord as my 


friend and favourer[ſo the Heb. TDIPRMI Neh. 13.2. 
importeth] and fo the other part of the que- Deur. 22.4. 


C 


ſtion importeth, will he be pleaſed,&c. ver.7. 
mMYVT. The recovery of the Divine Favour 
is worth our beſt and coſtlieſt ſacrifices, and 
may well be made our aim in ſacrificing. In 
brief therefore, Chriſt a Sacrifice for us was 
ſubſtituted in our room, was charged with 
our guilt, recognized our faults, ſubmitred ro 
their-puniſhneent, made our atonement, and. 
recovered the Favour of God for us. This 
great atchievement is comprized in this 
ſmall and ſhort phraſe, Chriſt Died our Sa- 
crifice, Each of which particulars might 
eaſily be ſhewed in Chriſt's Sacrifice 5 but 
when we have ſhewed they are contained in 
all facrifices, it cannot be reaſonably doubt- 
ed whether they are contained in the Sacri- 


' fice of Sacrifices. This moſt excellent. and 


tranſcendent Sacrifice could not want what 
was found to perfeet leſs worthy Sacrifices. 
He that was the completion of all oſaical 
Sacrifices, muſt in reaſon be ſuppoſed to 
comprehend all perfection typified in thoſe 


| ' which were ſhadows of him. And ſo I paſs 


unto the fourth propoſed General. 


CAP. 
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CAP. IV. 
Particular Graces hereby Improyable. 


HE conſideration of Chriſt dying our 
Sacrifice, will afford us arguments well 
ſuited to excire our languiſhing graces, and 
to ſtrengthen our infirm graces, which ovght 
to be more eſpecially found in us, and acted 
by us in our approaches to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, as ſhall particularly be 
be ſhewed in theſe that follow. 


Set; In. 


Repentance is unqueſtionably a Sacramen- 
tal Grace. None is fit to commemorate the 
Death of Chrift, who repenteth not of the fin 
which occaſioned his Dying, The weeping 
eye,and mourning heart,are exceeding lovely 
to the Lord at his Table. A Repenting ſoul 
is a welcome gueſt there. Now let me trace 
Repentance through theſe paths.and ſee as we 
go how it may be ſuitably fitted with im- 


proveing arguments from Chriſt our Sacri- | 


tice. Ep 
\ I. Repentance beginneth ordinarily in a 
conviction of fin, not in general only, but par- 
ticularly in the convictions of our owne fin. 
The righteous need no repentance, it is the 
Sinner which is called to repent; ſo long as a 
proud: Phariſaical opinion.of our own Righ- 
reouſneſs is maintained by us, we ſhall never 
embrace the practice of Repentance. 
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__ Repent ance exerciſed hereby. 


- 2,Apprehenſion of danger either attends or 
flows from this conviction of the ſinner, and 
this forwardeth his repentance; the ſhamefy], 
curſed death fin deſerveth,and the ſinner fear- 
eth in the midit of his ſorrows, hath ſtrong 
inflaence upon the ſoul ro grieve for ſelf- 
.undoing ſin; Alchough a fecure unconvinced 
ſinner bleſſeth himſelf, and feareth no danger, 
the awakened convinced Penitent apprehends 
greateſt danger from his fin. ; 

. Confternation of mind, or Amazement 
at the fight of ſin and danger unavoidable, 
for ought the man can do of himſelf for his 
own help, this I mjght call [if none will be of- 
fended at it} a ſeaſonable and profitable deſ- 
pair of our ſelves,while we conſider qur ſelves 
and obſerve what we have done, what we de- 
ſerve what God hath threatned, and what 
millions do, and muſt for ever ſuffer for ſin. 

. A mixture of Hope that there may be, 
and of Deſires that there ſhould be, and of 
enquiry whether there be not ſome effectural 
help & remedy to be obtained. The awakned 
ſoul doth asit were look about to ſee what or 
whence it's help may come. Enquireth what 
ſhall I do to be ſaved? How ſhall I eſcape ? 
&c. Now when it deſcryeth mercy to be 
had upon it's Humbling of it ſelf before God, 
upon condition of ſorrow for what is paſt, - 
and of hatred of fin for time to come, the 
Penitent ſoul ſet's it ſe}f to exert all theſe, 
and in a vigorous, conſtant, uniform exerting 
theſe, conſiſteth the whole life and Practice 
of Repentance : And I hope I ſhall cleare ir, 
Chriſt conſideted Dying, our Sacrifice will be 
an awakening conſideration preparatory > 

| _ an 
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How Repentance exerciſed hereby. 


_ and - promoting - of this Repentance, in its | 


farther Exerciſe and Growth. 
'HoF; 2. 


Chriſt Dying a Sacrifice well conſidered, 
will conduce much to the Convincing us of a 
ſtate of ſin, and that we were in particular in- 


volved init, we were finners, andthe righ- } 


reous Law of God imputed the fin to us, and | 
the righteous Judge [whoſe it was to execute Þ 


the Law] accounted thee and me, and every 
one of the children of Adam [| as we are }] 
tranſgrefſours of the Law; if thou ſeeſt not 
this, look to the Lord Chriſt a Sacrifice for 
fin, and ruminate what anſwer thou canſt 
make to theſe few Queſtions. 

I. What need had there been of a Sa- 
crifice for ſin, if there had been no ſin to ex- 
piate by Sacrifice? There is certainly ſin 
committed where *tis neceſlary to take away 
wrath by a Sacrifice. There is fin of the 
ſou], whereſoever an offering for ſin is ap- 
pointed. Tell me then, ſeeing Chriſt was 
made an offering for ſin, what was thy ſtate 


and mine ? and what was the ſtate of all men 


for whom he became a Sacrifice ? 
2. Couldeſt thou eſcape the imputation of 
ſin,,when Chriſt a Sacrifice for fin- could not 

eſcape it ? Could he not be a ſacrifice for ſin 
by a voluntary ſuſception of our cauſe, but 
he mult bear our guilt? and ſhall we judge 
it likely, reaſonable, or indeed morally poſ- 
ſible, that our wilful tranſgrefſings of the 
Law ſhould be paſſed over, not imputed ? If 
my {ins were imputed to thy ſacrifice, PR 
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s| 7 leſs they had been imputed unto thy ſelf, if 


7 thou hadit not had a ſacrifice. Stand then a 


1 The, 20d view this: No need of Sacrifice 
$ toexpiate where no lin is ; but alas I needed 
* ſuch a Sacrifice : No need of Sacrifice where 
3 no guilt is imputed ; but I ſee my fin, I ſee 


'tis imputed, I mult nor delay or crifle in this 


FJ matter ; my ſin js evident, its impuration is 
7 certain; it will be laid on my own head, or 
#Z on my Sacrifice, and oh how impoſſible i is it 
2 Tſhould eſcape the impuration of it, if I care- 
& leſly neglect this great Sacrifice ! Fe or, 


3. Whoſe is the guilt? is it his? or is it 
mine ? who deepeſt in the guilt 2 he who 
did no guile, or I who am full of guile ? who. 
neareſt the crime ? he who never did it, or J 
wlio very wickedly committed it? Did God 
impute it to him, and can an unhumbled fin- 
nerthink God will not impute ic unto the 
committer of the ſin ? 

4. With whom was God angry ? who was 


E. it againſt whom offended juſtice was moſt in- 


cenſed? was it againſt him. that was the Sa- 
crifice, or againſt him that needed the Sa- 
crifice and brought it ? undoubtedly the Sa- 
crifice can bear no other diſpleaſure than what 
jr bears for him whoſe Sacrifice it-is, and for 
whom it is offered. And canſt thou hope 
guilty offenders mnay eſcape, when guiltleſs 
victims are charged with another's guilt, and 
ſuffer another's puniſhment ? 

5- Who hath greater ſhare in the Love of 
Cod ? had Chriſt, thy Sacrifice for fin, or 
hadſt thou, for whom he became a Sacrifice : 
I know thou wilt not pretend a compariſon 
with Chriſt the only. begotten of the Fateh 
thou 


30 ©: How Repemance exerciſed hereby. || 
thou dareſt not think but his ſhare was grea- |} 
ter in/his Fathers love, as his love, obedience 
and likeneſs to his Father was greater, infi-, ! 
nitely. more excellent than thine was, or ' 
could be. Tell me then, if God impated fin. ® 


to the Son of his Love, when his-Son had 


undertaken to bear the fault and puniſhment 
of offenders, wil! he, thinkeſt thou, ſpare }. 
thoſe who hate him, and might juſtly be 2 


hated of him ? 


6. Would God admit his Son, his eternal }! 
Delight, to be thy Saviour on no other terms | 
than that he ſhould as a Sacrifice take upon | 
him, and bear the fins of his people imputed Þ 


to him, that they might not be imputed unto 
them ; and doſt thou not believe, canft thou 
perſwade thy ſelf to imagine that thou 
mayeſt, though a ſinner, yet not be charged 
with thy ſin? Doſt thou not clearly diſcern 


that God will. charge fin either on'the ſinner, | 


or on his Sacrifice ? "% | 

In a word or two, whoever knows that 
Chriſt was made a Sacrifice for ſin,knows alſo 
that they were under a ſtate of fin, for whom 
he was made a Sacrifice ;-and if thou art a 
Chriſtian, and profeſſeſt- that Chriſt was thy 
Sacrifice, thou doſt thereby confeſs that thou 
wert under a ſtate of ſin; that unleſs mercy 
toward thee impute thy ſin to Chrift, juſtice 
will impute it ungo thy own ſelf, View theſe 
theſe things, and weigh them imparrtially, 
pofhbly they may prevail to the convincing 
of the heart of its finful ſtate, and of the cer- 
rainty of a future jimputation of ſin, unleſs it 
be prevented by repentance; And leſt thou 
houldft flatter thy felf that there is little or 
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How Repentance exerci ied beret 
no danger in appearing before God under im- 
puted fin, I adviſe thee ro conſider | 


- Sets. 3; 


The greatneſs of thy danger, as it will ap- 
pear in thy Sacrifice. See if thou mayeſt not 
deſcry 

x. Death as certainly following thy Sacri- 
fice, as impttation.of fin did follow the ſub- 
ſticution of a Sacrifice, He muſt die who 
rook thy fin npon hjm ; he cannot efcape 
who is thy Sacrifice. If Chriſt taking thy 
ſin on him, conld not have the Cup paſs from 
him, thinkeſt thon there can be any thing 
but death awaiting thee under thy fin ? 1s nor 
here danger ? is not here great danger? E 


know not what may be accounted danger, It 


death be not ; I know not what is greateſt . 


danger if death under imputed fin be not. __ 


2. Was not the Death of Chriſt thy Sacri- « 
fice full of ſorrows and grief; he was a man * 


of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, Tla.53.3. 
and if his life were ſpent in forrows, I am 
ſure his death was fufl of them. Look on 
him his in agony in the garden;explain me rhe 
meaning of thoſe unparalleld drops of blood; 
rell me the ſtory of his enemies cruelly but- 


' 


fetting, ſpitting, crowning him with thorns, , 


and forcing rhofe into his tender remples, 
his . bleffed head : Theſe were preparatory 
griefs ; was ever grief like this ? this thy fin 
deſerved ;- this thou muſt if Chrift had not 


ſuffered ; thou muſt have been the ſcorn and ; 


triumph of Devils, who forever would ror- 


ment and wrack thee, Whar then judgeft 
| thou 
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How Repentance exerciſed hereby. 


+ thou of death thus aggravated? what thinkeſt 


' 
j 


thou of the grief and pain of his ſoul when 
hands and feet were nailed to the Croſs ? 
when he hanged there under the ſharp pains 


; of a lingriug death ? what grief was that 


breath'd out it ſelf in that, 1y God, Ay God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? I ſpeak not of the 


” acuteneſs of his pains, which the School-men 


born theſe dangers? Thus make an unconvinced 


ſpeak of, Let me obtain thy ſober thoughts 
of the ſorrows of our Dying Saviour and Sa- 
crifice, and then ſay whether there is danger, 
and how great the danger of thy fin is ? then 


ſay, canſt thou think of thy qauc, of without 
l 


fear and aſtoniſhment ? what will become of 
ſinners under the burthen of ſorrows which 
their'fins deſerve, and God will heap upon 
them ? | | 

3. View the perſon who thus ſuffered, 
view him, I ſay, in all his Interreſle in the 
Father's love, in all the Priviledges of his 
nature, perſon and office, in all the perfe- 
Ction and excellency of his obedience; and ſee 
whether any one, or all theſe conld exempt 
him from, or defend him againſt that flame 
thy ſins had kindled, and which his blood 
alone muſt quench, or it will burn for ever; 
and when thou haſt thought of this, then tell 
me thy danger. | 

4. Was -not: his power and ſtrength, the 
power and the ſtrength of aGod,united to the 
Humane Nature, to ſupport it, and yet for 
all this his Fears, Dangers, Sorrows, were 
enough to try all his power; and albeit he 
conquered, yet not without a bitter conflict. 
How then couldeſt thou. have eſcaped or 


hearc 


How Repentance cxertiſed hereby. 


heart look on fan in it's Sacrifice, make a ſelf 


flattering, ſecure, fearleſs heart fook on the 


certainty, and greatneſs of it's own danger in 
the ſorrows and grief which fell upon Chriſt 
our Sacrifice ; when thou haſt proceeded thus 
far in this Matter, bring thy ſelf to determine 


theſe two things, (1.) whether thou canſt - 


bear all the miſery which ſin deſerved, and 
all the ſorrows thisSacrifice did ſuſtain ? Canſt 
thou bear the diſpleaſure of the Almighty ? if 


thou . think*ſt rhou canſt, I pity, and mourn - 
for thee; if thou thinkeſft thou canſt not,then = 


(2.) ſay, canſt thou. find out a way for thine 
eſcape? if the infinit wiſe God hath not found 
out any expedient beſide this; doſt thou think 
thou canſt find it out ? well then,if it be intol- 
lerable, and thou canſt not bear it,if unavoid- 
able, and thou canſt not fly from it ; what re- 
maineth but being ſhut up under fin [as the 


Scripture ſpeaketh}thou ſhouldſt alſo be ſhut 


up in Prifon, reſerved for the day of Execu- 
tion, without any hope 1n thy ſelf, for thou 
readeſt thy guilt in the Imputation of fin to 
thy ſacrifice, thou readeſt thy death and 
danger in the death of thy ſacrifice, thou rea- 
deſt deſpair in the unſupportableneſs of the 
miſery, and in the unavoidableneſs of it's ap- 
proaches ; thou art undone, and miſerable in 
thy ſelf, which cannot but etid in conſterna- 
tion of mind, and amazement, and likely 


' may break out into ſuch enquiries, who, can 


dwell with devouring Fire, with eveffaſting 


Burnings ? who ſhall deliver us from wrath to 


come ? how ſhall I eſcape ſuch great mitery ? 
what ſhall I do to be faved ? Is there not yer 
Balm in Gilead? /is there not a Phyſician 
| * C there ? 
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VI. 


there 2 may not this wound be healed ? doſt 
thou begin thus to fear and enquire ? I ſend 
thee to this Sacrifice for hope and help. 


Set, 4. 


4. Althoogh the'death of thy Sacrifice did 
preach thy danger, and thy helpleſs ſtate in 
thy ſelf, yet doth it alſo preach help for thee 
in another ; it proclaimeth hope of eſcape ; 
for here is a Sacrifice for ſin, and where a 
Sacrifice is admitted; the offence may poſ- 
ſibly be remitted, and the offender may be 


"reconciled. They that ſought out and pre- 


ſcribed their own ſacrifices for their Gods, 
maintained their falſe hopes by this mean. 
And the carnal Jew miſtaking the nature of 
his ſacrifices, kept up his preſumptuous hopes 
by the ſame means, concluding his peace was 
made, becauſe the ſacrifice is offered : But 
he among the Jews who underſtood the In- 


ſtitution, Nature, End and Uſe of the Propi-- 


tiatory Sacrifices, did obtain at firſt, and did 
maintain unto-the Jaſt a ſound peace between 
his God and his ſoul. .Where there is an ap- 
pointed ſacrifice, there is an open and plain 
declaration of our apprehenſions, that x. Our 
ſins are explable. 2. That ſacrifice is the way 
of expiation. And 3. That this ſacrifice is be- 
lieved by us, fit to expiate our offence. Theſe 
are the common, if not univerſal ſuppoſitions 
of all ſacrificing offenders. Now beſide theſe 
common inducements of our hopes, let me 
acquaint my Reader with two things. 

7. That God hath admitted this facrifice 


whole Death we commemorate in the Sacra- 


ment, 


How Repentance exerciſed hereby. 
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How Saypenttance exerciſed hereby, 55 
ment, eit he checked the formal Jew; 
and rejected the Idolatrous Heathen and 
their ſacrifices witha Who hath required this at 
your hands ? yet he never will diſcourage any 
one who tenders to him by a hand of faith 
this Propitiatory Sacrifice: He will admic 
this, if thou canſt preſent it to him by faith; 
Lift up therefore the feeble hands,the droop- 
ing head, the fainting heart ; there is hope, 
nay aſſurance that ſins may be expiated. For 
" 2, This Sacrifice is of God's own appoint- 
ment, he provided it; when we were at a 
loſs, and could not find wherewith we ſhould 
come before the Lord, ard bow onr ſelves 
before the moſt High God ; when the fruirc 
of our body could not expiate the fin of our 
ſoul ; when finite wiſdom was non-plus'd, 
then the Lord diſcover'd his Grace and 'Mer- 
cy, and choſe out a ſacrifice for us ; he pre- 
pared this facritice: We may (as Avraham 
faid, MW 1 } varying the tenſe fay, Goa 
hatb provided himſelf a Sacrifice, This he ſha- 
dowed out to us by preſcribing all his Sacri-- 
fices. This he telleth us when he ſairh, He 
prepared a body for Chriſt, when he ſaith, 
He ſent him, and gave him to be a propitia-. 
tion for us, and ſealed him, &c. and ſuch like 
expreſſions. He, the Lamb of God, becauſe 
ordained of God, was our Sacrifice. Theſe 
two things conſidered, let the guilty, con- - 

vinced, fearing and almoſt defponding ſoul, 
debate the caſe againſt his own fears and di- 
ſtruſts. Put ſuch Queſtions to an iſſue, 

x. Shall I deſpair when I have a ground 
to hope ? Let him embrace h1s deſponden= 
cies who cannot ſee a ground for hope ; my 
T3 $ 


Hear 


36 


How Repentance exerciſed hereby. 
heart breaks not while my hope is whole 
and unbroken. | 

2. Are not thoſe hopes well bottom'd 
which are built on the afſurance that ſins (my 
only dangers and fears) are pardonable ? Cain 
perhaps would have hoped if he had appre- 
hended his fin pardonable. And I am bound 
.ro hope, becauſe God affureth me by this 
facrifice, that my ſins are expiable, and may 
be pardoned. GM | 

3. Why is there an Expiatory Sacrifice 
*{dmitted, nay provided by God himſelf, who 
is the ſupreme - vindex culpe, and who alone 
had z*s pee, the power of executing puniſh- 
ment on the offenders ? Hath he appointed 
a Sacrifice to expiate my fin, and can it be 
that my ſin remaineth inexpiable, unpardon- 
able ? Is nor that ſacrifice ſufficient which 
God himſelf findeth out 2 Away with unrea- 
ſonable fears! baniſh forever ſinful diſtruſt ! 
Here's a Sacrifice to atone my offended Lord, 
of his own providing, and will he not accept 
3t? I will render it, I will mention it; he 
will not refuſe his own choice. 

4. -Can any one be found who miſſed the 
benefit of a pardon, that ſought it in the 
blood of this Sacrifice 2 Oh that I could 
believe and hope until I heard of one ſb diſ- 
appointed ! then ſhould I never be aſhamed. 


Hath he not put away fin by once offering of 


himfe]f? and hath he not by one ſacrifice for- 

ever perfected thoſe that believe, that are 

lanCtified ? | 5 | 

_ F- Am not one who may betake my ſelf 

to this ſacrifice > What ſhould more hinder 

me than others ? Am I excepted out of the 
Act 
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How Repentance exerciſed hereby. 
Att of Oblivion ? Why may not- my ſins be 
laid on this Sacrifice ?- Do I not read that he 
liveth for ever to make interceſſion for thote 
that come to God by him? Oh glorious 
hope ! Interceſſion for all that come to God 
by him! Then cheer up doubting heart, here 

is a ſacrifice for all that come to God by him; | 


* for this Interceflion is an att or exerciſe of 


Chriſt's Sacerdotal Office ſubſequent to, and 
dependent upon his: foregoing Sacrifice. He .. 
facrificeth for as many as he intercedeth ; if 
then the Intercefſion of Chrilt can impetrate: - 
and obtain fayour, it is becauſe the Sacriiice 
of Chriſt hath expiated thy fin and crime. 


| Setf, Ys. 


5. Thus far Guilt, Danger,and Feares may 
by eyeing the Sacrifice, convince the ſinner 
how ſeafonable a good hope would be, and 
this Sacrifice ſheweth how good the belie- 
ver's hope is. Now would it well become the 
ſoul to humble it ſelf, and if thou «find thy 
heart remain ſtill proud and unhumbled, ask 
it theſe Queſtions over thy Sacrifice. 

r. Canit thou be proud, and yet be found 
worthy to die in thy Sacrifice ? can this be 
born ? wilt thow confeſs death is thy deſert, 
and yet bear up as if thou wert innocent, and 
in no deſerved danger ? 

2, Canſt thon be proud of any thing ſo 
long as thy life is the fruit of an Expiatory 
Sacrifice? Thou liveſt by the death of another, 
and wilt thou pride thy felfas if thou need- 
ed(t not any ones help ? 

. 3. Canlt thou confeſs guilt, and yet pro- 

dy 3 f.13 


How Repentance exerciſed hereby. 


feſs a thought of worth in thy ſelf? How | 


ſhameleſs is that pride which at the bar con- 
feſſeth it's Guilt againſt the Law, and advan- 
ceth it ſelf againſt the Law-giver! Ir is a 
moſt unſeemly thing to behold a hearr” riſing 
with. pride, and falling in a Sacrifice.. Let thy 
humility then' ſure thy ſtate as it appeareth 
in thy Sacrifice, and I dare fay it will ſute the 
ſtate of thy ſqul in it's repentance, and mourn- 
ing for fin, - 


Seft. 6. 


6.Fountains and Springs lye deep,& where 
the ſoul is laid thus low, if it doth not freely 
and ſpontaneouſly weep, bring it's Sacrigce 
into ſight, Jet that be viewed ; ſee it ſtanding 
before an ofttended and difpleaſed God, who 
was provoked by thy fin, look on it loaded 
with imputed guilt. Alas my fin Iyeth upon 
It ; obſerve thy Sacrifice falling before the 
Altar, and ſay, alas! was not this for my ſake ? 
ſhould not I have fallen thus if he had not ? 
He ble, and out of exceſs of love to me. 
poured out his life for me; he groaned, 
ſighed, breath'd out his ſoul for my fake, and 
could he do more? alas ! have I brought my 
Sacrifice ro this? was ever man more un- 
happy to. his friend, to his Brother? how hard 
are thoſe itony Rocks ? 'how dry that flinty 
heart which guſherth not our with tears in 
Remembrance of theſe things? My deareſt 
Lord pity unrelenting ſoules, and oh! give 
a mourning heart that may be more equal 
in it's griefes, and forowes, in it's teares and 
ſympathies! how many eyes weep at newes 
of an encangered, troubled, imprifoned and 
wrackt 
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How Repentance exerciſed hereby. 


wrackt friend ! How many hearts are ſoftned, 
melted, and broken with the ſweats, burning - 
fits and Agonies of a dying man? yea how 
many melting hearts,and weeping eyes ? how/ 
many compaſſionate diſcourſes on the death 
of ſome one deſerving more than Law inflicts 
for his breach of the Law? But how few 
over a ſuffering, bleeding, dying Saviour and 
Sacrifice ? whither are the compaſſions of 
men and women fled 2 where may they be 
found ? where ſhall we ſeek ? 'or how ſhall 
we wooe and prevail with them? Lo! their 
friend and Lord charged with their guilt, 
ſweating under its weight, groaning under its 


. penalty, ſighing with ſobs that drew blood 


out of his veins, bleeding, dying a Sacrifice, 
loaded with our deſerved puniſhment. And 
few alas ! very few grieving hearts, weeping 
eyes, or mourners for their want of tears 
Lord ! give more, that I may give ſome tears, 
to waſh thy bleeding wounds. 


A ſecond grace requiſite to a Chriſtian in , q g,.: 
= "= = » - o 

the commemoration of the Lord's Death at Faith exer- 
the Lord's Supper, and improveable on con- cited and 
ſideration of Chriſt dying a Sacrifice is Faith; improvcd- 


a grace indiſputably neceſſary to 'him that 
will come duly to that Ordinance ; and there- 
fore I lay not out any rtime- or pains on the 
proving thereof; a grace wel] improveable,. 
by conſideration of Chriſt dying our Sacrifice, 
on which I intend to infit} nexr. 

The Death of Chriſt under rhe notion of 
the Death of a Sacrifice, will improve the 
Believer's Faith ; which I hope will be ma- 
nifefted when we have viewed the grand 
concern of Faith in theſe three particulars. 
TS 4 I, It's 
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' . Faith exerciſed and improved 
I, It's Expectation, or the things it waiteth 
for. 2. The grounds of its Expectation and 
waiting. 3. The preſent aCtings of Faith, 


whilſt it is aſſured there are ſuch things to be 


expected, and whilſt it is perſwaded and re- 
ſolved to wait for them, Ofall which in 


order. 
Seft., I, 


x. Faith hath its expeRation, and looketh - 


for things 'that are not ſeer. Things hoped 
for, as Heb. 11.1. And thele are great things. 
AS, | 
I. ' A publck, ſolemn, full and clear abfolu- 
tion from the charge of fin and guilt, which 
Satan, Conſcience or the Law might load us 
with. Faith looks to that word, ohn 5. 24. 
He that believeth ſhall not come into condem- 
nation. Faith waits for that day, 2 Thef. I. 
v. Io. When the Lord ſvall come to be glorified 
in his Saints,and to be admited in all them that 
believe, Faith hearkneth for that awakening 
voice, zatth. 25.6. Behold the Bridegroom 


cometh, go ye out to mnect him. The Believer 


expecteth a juſtification from al] things from 
which he could not be juſtified by the Law 
of Moſes, At. 13. 38, 39. when he ſhall be 
declared bleſſed, when he ſhall be accounted 
righteous;and as ſuch ſhall enter into the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Kingdom of Righteouſneſs, ar. 
25. 34, 37. With 46. ver. 

2. The Believer expecteth, and with Faith 
waiteth for a publick declaration or mani- 
feftation of his Adoption and Sonſhip , 
Rom. 8. 19. The "whole world expecicth that 


time wherein they who are the children of God 


Roms. * 
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gt Chriſt our Sacrifice. 

foall be made manifeſt 5 as Vatablus noteth on 
the place. And this I take to be the Apolſtle's 
meaning, Col. 3. 4. You ſhall appear with him, 
;, e, you ſhall be publickly declared the chil- 
dren of God through Chriſt. . And though it 
do nor appear what Believers ſhall be, yet 
when the Lord appeareth, they ſhall appear 
his Sons and daughters alſo, x eh. 3.2. 

3. The Believer looketh for a publick and 
glorious inauguration or coronation. Come in- 
berit the Kingdom, Matth. 25.34. is the hap- 
py inveſtituge which' Faith expeCteth. Now 


. there' is a Crown laid up for us, then ir ſhall 


be ſet upon our heads, 2 Tm. 4. ver. 8. It 
is already intended and promiſed, then it ſhall 
be given. Faith expects that joyful day of 
rewarding the Spiritual Champions, Here 
they run, there they are crowned. Now the 
Believer warreth, then Faith triumpheth, 


- I Cor. 9. 24. 25. 


4. The Faith of a Believer looketh after a 
reward for all its obedience, whether active, 
conforming to' the Precepts and Rule of 


' Chriſt, or pathve, bearing the Croſs of Chriſt. 


It is one of the excellencies of the Law of 
Faith, that as it commands no more than it 
enableth us to do; fo it rewardeth no leſs 
than we have done, The diſtribution grace 
doth make, is firſt ſo much as we need to 
work, and next, ſo much as we have 
wrought, the Believer receiveth according to 
his works, Aatth. 25. 35, 36. And when 
grace hath thus diſtributed to each,then ſhall 
we find our labour was not in vain, 1 0Cor. IF. 
v.58. That the Lord was not unrighteous 
to forget our labour, Ze6.6,10, Then ſhall we 

| | | ſully 
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Faith exerciſed and improved 
fully underſtand that the Believcr is bleſſed, 
for that his works do follow him, Rev. 14. 
v.13. Faith expects that the light and mo- 
mentany afflictions, ſhould work for him a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
viory, 2 Cor. 4. 17,18. We expect a glory to 
be revealed, with which theſe light atlliCti- 
ons of this life are not worthy to be compa- 
red, Rom, 8.17. Such are the expectations 
of Faith, and may well be confirmed as ra- 
rional and juſtifiable, by the conſideration of 
their being built upon the Death of Chriit | 
Our Sacrifice. For 

I. Doth a Believer expeCt abſolution ? why 
ſhonla he not? Chriſt his Sacrifice hath 
born his guilt and puniſhment. Or Secondly 

- 2. Doth a Pehiever expect a declaration of 
his adoption to bea Child of God ? this 1s no 
more than the promiſe of the Covenant ra- 
titied in this Sacrifice,God will be his Father. 

3. Doth the Believer expect an inveſtiture 
into a Throne, Kingdom and Crown ? why 
all theſe are by Chriſt our Sacrifice procured 
tor us, after they were forfeited by us. 

4. Dorh the *Believer expect a reward for 
all his obedience both aCtive and paſſive ? 
well. He may; For all his obedience js advan- 
ced in it's worth by this blood ſprinkled on 
ir. This Sacrifice hath merited ir, albeir our 
obedience could not; this, [in the Apoltle's 
words] one Sacrifice hath for ever perfected 
them that are ſanCtified, «Zeb, 10. 14. Faith 
exceeds not its: bounds when it' expetts con- 
ſumare,and full Perfeftion of happiueſs. Theſe 


C3 


are the Grand expeCations of faith, Fet us ' 


# view how juſtifiably faith may expect all 


theſe 
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on Chrift our Sacrifice; \ 
theſe ſince that the foundation and or und of 
fajth's expeCtation is ſecured and made good 


\ 
\ 


by the Death of Chriſt our Sacrifice, \ 
Sed. 2. 


2.-The Foundation or ground of Faith's ex- 
pectation 1s the promiſe and covenant ofGody 
upon this Faith builds it's hopes : before God 
promiſeth we may repoſe ſome kind of truſt 
that he will do good for us, but we cannot 
firmely and properly believe : the Mariners 
70nah.1,.6, had ſome hope and truſt that God 
would ſhew them mercy, but this amounted 
nor properly to a degree worthy the name of 
faith,it reſted ſtill upon the Divine Goodneſs; 
poſſibly God will think on us, but it had no 
promiſe on which it might conclude, God 
will think on us for good. But now when 
once God hath promiſed, and given out the 
word of Grace and Mercy, the ſoul findeth a 
fit ground to build it's. faich upon, thus God 
ſpake to Abraham,and gave him the promile, 
ſo ſhall thy ſeed be, Gen.15.5. Then did Abra- 
ham believe God, ver.6. And he believed in 
the Lord, and he had no ground for faith be- 
fore the promiſe. And he gave no ground to 
unbelief after he received the Promiſe. Hence 
theApoſtle ſpeaking of the greatneſs of Abra- 
hams Faith,tells us,that it was agaznſt hope in 


hope, Roms. 4.18. it was againſt all hope, In op; 
Natural and Second Cauſes,bur it was in hope, #7” zanid. 


(a7” egaweroy) according to what was ſpoken 
to him by his God, who could make good 
his word what ever he ſpake. It is a blind 
and bold preſumption,not Faith which builds 
on 


44 Faith' exerciſed and improved 


on.other foundation than what God layeth ; 

Behald 1 lay in. Sion for a Foundation, a ftone,a 

Tried ſtone, &c.1ſa. 28.16. - On this we may 

\ .., build our faith and not be confounded, x. Per, 
HITS: 2.6.The word of promiſe is the word of faith, 
Sour £2" pm. 10.8. And when we heat that word, 


oy mts," | . ; ICs 
es; + ©zw. we ought to believe it; for it is the word of 


God, who is Ad, out of poſſibility of - 


faylure. : And it is our happineſs that we do 
believe the word of which there ſhall be an 
accompliſhment, Lzk, x. 45. Now this pro- 
miſe the foundation of our Faith is greatly 
confirmed to us in the Death of Chriſt Dy- 
ing a Sacrifice ; ſo that as it confirmeth the 
foundation of our Faith, it cannot but add 
ſtrength and ſtabjlity.to our Faith. As what- 
ever ſtrengthens the foundation of the build- 
ing, addeth ſtability ro the whole ſuper- 
ſtructure. Now- Chriſt Dying a Sacrifice, 
giveth us aſſurance | 
I, That the promiſe is the word of a God re- 
conciled: to us, who hath in a moſt tender 
compaſſion. to us forgiven us our ſins, and 
given his woad of promiſe to be our claim of 
further mercy. In Chriſt our Sacritice. we 
may read remifſion of ſin, a Propitiation for 
us, and a. gracious. acceptance of us with our 
God. Now what is there which a believin 
ſoul may not rationally expect from the love 
of his reconciled God ? He will heal back- 
 flidings,he will love freely; he will be as the. 
dew:unto 1/rac/, when Tſrael is reconciled-to 
him, Hof. 14. 3, 4,5. God will then have 
mercy. upon ſuch as had not obtained mercy, 
and-be their God, Hof. 2. 23. So then, let 


Faith ſee what foundation for its expectation 
| | It 


We hn — h—_ 


on Chriſt our Sacrifice. 45 | 
it can find in the love and kindneſs of a recon- 
ciled God,and fee how God becometh recon- 
ciled to it ; and certainly this Sacrifice will 
appear the effectual means of reconciliation 
and atonement. 

2, Chriſt offered a Sacrifice for confirma- 
tion of the Promiſe, affureth us the Promiſe 
is caſt into the mould of a moſt ſolemn Cove- 
nant,which may not be violated. In this man- 
ner were the Eaſtern people uſed to confirm 
and ratifie conditions of Peace, and the pro- 
miſes of Friendſhip, by the ſolemn offering up 
ſacrifice and feaſting together ; as Gen. 26. 


* - v. 28, 29, Zo. between Tſaac and Abimelech, 


and between f74cob and Laban, Gen. 31. 44 

with 54. who ratified the covenant of their 
friendſhip by Sacrifice, According to the man- Eorum more 
ner of thoſe who had made covenant; as Vatabins 41 fedus 
glofſeth the words. According to this ſenſeP?'3*r4"t+ 
I ſuppoſe is that of David, P/al. go. 5. Ga- 

ther my Saints, thoſe that have made a covenant 

wirh me by ſacrifice. Rightly paraphraſed by XU 74ppor- 
a French. Annotatour.; Who refer Sacrifice to mY e 
their right end, which is to ſeal and to confirm j2ur qroit 
the Covenant of Adoption which God hath madt fin. 

with the ſaidbful. Lo then promiſes of friend- 2 e/? ge 
ſhip between God and a Believer reduced ro/7*r = 
the form and certainty of a Covenant by this -,,j,,uce 
Sacrifice ! And were it but a man's covenant d' adopt ion 
once ratified, none addeth to it, or 'takerh Zi, en a 
from it : who then ſhall dare to alter a Di-. le ge _ 
vine Covenant? How unmoved might our. ;.1-. 
Faith ſtand on the Covenant thus confirmed ? 

View thy bottom on which thou ftandeſt, 

poor doubting Believer, and tell me whether 

it be not in thine judgment, like a Rock 

that cannot be ſhaken? 7 Jenn S" 


EI” . Faith exerciſed and improved". 
E 3. To theſe is alſo added the oath-of God 
E which was wont till to attend every alliance 
or league, which of old was confirmed by 
Gen. 26. 28, Sacrifice as is evident from the places cited 
29-30, 31, concerning Abimelech, and Iſaac; and [acob, & 
| 44-854. Laban. Yea the Lord who is ndt a man that 
| he ſhould lye dealing with the ſons of men, 
| who are ready to ſuſpect his Truth, is pleaſed 
| to give them his promiſe, his Covenant, his 
Luk.1: 72, Oath,” Luk." 1. 73. So when God made the 
73» promiſes to Abraham, by the Sacrifice of the 
Ram,Gey. 22.13. In ſtead of his ſon Iſaac and 
in the Typical reſemblance of Chriſt our Sa- 
crifice. He confirmed the Promſe of the co- 
'venant by oath, ver.16,17.6c.18. Which the 
po og citeth and enlargeth on, Heb.6.13,14. 
& ſeq. Strongly arguing the immutability of 
the covenant from the oath of Confirmation, 
ver.17,18. When thou lookeſt to Chriſt thy 
Sacrifice, look alſo to the oath which God 
hath interpoſed, and then tell me thythoughts 
what thon apprehendeſt of the Foundation of 
thy Faith? and what thou apprehendeſt of - 
it's ſtability? come with me, let us view our 
grand hopes,full abſolution from guilt,publick 
declaration of our Adoption,Glorious inveſti- 
ture which a Crown and a proportioned 
reward of all our obedience. _ Thelſs are the 
grand expectations of faith; will it's founda- 
tion bear them? ſure it will, be thou judge 
thy ſelf in the caſe ; what is there in any of 
the. particulars which thy interreſſe in the 
- Friendſhip of thy reconciled, God may not 
warrnnt thee to expect ? which of them all is 
aot compriſed in the covenant, thy God hath 
made with thee?which is there not procured 
; by 


' 
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" 5®1 "08 Chrift our Sacrifice. ©." 
by Chriſt's Sacrifice z which of them is not 
confirmed by the Oath of the Almighty? if 


the Friendſhip of God can afford them, if the: 


Covenant hath promiſed them, if the 
oath of an immutable. God hath enſured 
them, if a moſt immaculate Sacrifice-hath 
procured them, what can intercept them ? 
, What can ſhake - ſuch a foundation of Faith 2 
haſt thou not all aſſurance given that reaſon 
or religion can deviſe? and tell me(1.) would 
you not truſt a man"under hand and ſeal con- 
firming artictes of agreement, and ratifying 
them by oath ? wouldſt thou not ſay, I have 
him faſt enough 2 And wouldeſt not thou reſt 
ſecure.? (2.) couldſt thou allow thy ſelf to 
be worſe than thy promſe ? wouldſt thou not 
performe thy covenant with others ? wouldit 
thou be perſwaded or frighted into a falſify- 
ing of thy oath 2 wouldſt thou not. judge 
him unreaſonably diſtruſtful, who were nor 
ſatisfied with this aſſurance from thee who 
meaneſt plainly and uprightly ? ( 3.) Wilt 
thou not much more truſt and believe thy 
God who hath condeſcended-to bind himfels 
unto thee by all that is inviolable ? by all the 
bonds that men account ſacred ? Hath he nor 
removed whatever difhculrties lay in the way 
to hinder his entring into Covenant with us g 
and difficulties beihg once removed, hath he 
not power enough to keep them til] from 
returning and interpoſing 2 Our fins lay a 
bar on our part, making ns unfit to enter Co- 
venant. Theſe are done away by this Sacri- 
fice. The Juſtice of God, honour of his Law 
and Government, might be obſtacles on 


God's - 


"$$ Faith exerciſed and improved ' 
God's part. But this Sacrifice hath ſati8fied 
Juſtice, advanced the honour of God's Law 

_ and Government, and ſo prepared a way for 

. our being received into Covenant with. our 
God, whoſe wiſdom is ſo perfect he could 
not entangle himſelf in his Covenant,or make ' 
it ſo that he ſhould ſee a neceflity of break- 
ing or altering it ; and whoſe riches of grace 
and mircy are ſuch, he will never fail frankly 
to give what he hath faithfully promiſed he 
will give. He will never think any mercy too 
good to give, which he did not think too 
great to promiſe. This is the foundation of 
Faith, and thus ſurely and immovably laid 
for us to build on ; which is the ſecond part 
of the grand concern of Faith. 


Seft. 3. 


3. The third and laſt concern of Faith is,its 
preſent aftings or fruit which it doth in ſume 
" meaſure ſuſtain the ſoul by; whilſt it waiterh 

"A. for thoſe great things to come ; for Faith is 
4 not all taken up with expectation ; it doth 
now poſſeſs much, though it expect more ; 
all is not. in reverſion, though the moſt, 
thovgh the beſt be, Faith looks #nto things 
*ExmZouzyroy hoped for, yet in ſome ſort gives them hs- 
Urry cuu7s- fhenc: z not only confirmeth the perſon who 
, Ve igitur hopeth, but ſers before him as a thing pre- 
og ſigns” ſent that good he hopeth for ; as the learned 
ficat 4 ” —_.. _ 
quando jiſto, and Judicious Divine ?acobas Capellxs ob- 
fic vmizuos ſerveth on the word. the Apoſtle uſeth, 
Jignificare Heb, It. x, Indeed it ſeeth whar is far off, 


poteſt actum , 

habitumve fiducialem habentem vim non tantum ſtatuminanidi ſpe 

rantem, ſed 59 ſiſtendi rem ſperatum. Capellus in Heb. 11.1, 
| | yec 
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on Chriſt our Sacrifice. 
yet brings that which it ſeerh ſo near, that it 
embraceth what it ſeeth, Heb. 11. 14. Faith 
is of very great and-preſent advantage to the 
ſou}, and exerts its power and vertue on the 
ſoul ; in theſe four particulars. 

I, Faith doth by the improvement of the 
Promiſes ratified in the blood of Chriſt our 
Sacrifice, quiet and fettle the ſoul in ſome 
good meaſure of peace and aſfurance. This is 
one of the ſweet and firſt-fruits of Faith, that 
it quieteth the heart, and pacifieth it, where- 
as unbelief doth fill the heart wich fears. And 
a convinced ſoul under doubrs, is as reſtleſs as 
fears can make it; for it is full of - them. 
Where there is little Faith, there are uſually 
on every awakening alarm (as in Peter's caſe) 
great fears. Left not your hearts: be troubled 
[ſaith Chriſt] caſt onr diſquieting thoughts ; 
for, ſaith he, Ye believe in God, oh. 14. 1. 


. And indeed the Believer may well be quiet, 


for he believeth on Chriſt, of whom the God 
of Truth hath ſaid, That whoſo believerh on 
him ſhall not be confounded, 1 Pet. 2. 6. Now 
this greatly pacifieth the ſou]; i knows ic 
ſhall nat be confonnded ; it hath received 
the earneſt of a glorious inheritance, and 1s 
ſealed with the holy Spirit of Promite upon 
its' believing, Epheſ. r. 13, 14 Amidſt the 


many and great troubles the Apoitle mer 


with for the Goſpel, his Faith kept his hearc 
in a very quiet and pacate frame. - / know, 
faith he, whom 7 have truſted, 2 Tim: 1. 12. 
He ſpeaketh of himfelf as of one whom 
no troubles could much diſquiet ; for he did 
both know rhat he believed, and he 'knew 


J- whom he believed, Hence it is that when 


bas he 
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5o Faith exerciſed and improved. 


he prayed for Peace and Joy to fill the be-. 


lieving Romans, tap. IF. 13. He makes ex- 

preſs mention of their Faith as the means of 

Pax acqu:* their Peace.z Now the God of Hope fill you 
wy de. with all 7oy and Peace in believing, &c. Peace 
——_— in and ſedateneſs of mind is one of the firſt-born 
of Faith; as on the contrary, diſquietude of 

mind is the firſt-born of deſpondency and un- 

belief. So David's experience aflureth us, 

who found his quiet of mind decreaſe, and 

the diſquiet thereof to increaſe, as his truſt in 

God did decreaſe ; therefore he rowſeth up 

himſelf to truſt in God, that he might reco- 

yer the calm of his ſpirit : Why art thou caſt 

down, oh my ſoul ! and why art thous diſquieted 

within me ? hepe thou in God, for I ſhall yet 

praiſe him, who is the health of my countenance, 

. and my God, Pſal. 42.11. This then is one of 

the preſent great buſineſſes of Faith, to quiet 

the heart, and bring it into a peaceable ſtate. 

Now what can give the heart reſt, if ſuch 

glorious things expected and ſecured to us 


do not ? The Believer may ſee all his hopes - 


moſt inviolably, and under the moſt ſacred 
ſeals, confirmed to him in the Death of 
Chriſt by Sacrifice ; and certainly if greatneſs 
of hopes, accompanied with immutable aſſu- 
rance;of a future enjoying them, do not ſa- 
tisfie and quiet for preſent, nothing ever will 
be able in this world to compoſe the ſpirit of 
any man. -How quietly doth an expectant a- 
bout Court wait for his preferment and ad- 
vance upon the promife of his Friend and Pa- 
tron who poſlibly may fail! How well will it 
become us to wait quietly for our great ad- 
vancement on the Promiſe, Coycnant, and 
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on Chrift our Sacrifice. 
Oath of our God, in which it is impoſſible 


he ſhould fail us ? | . 


2: Faith doth at preſent revive and refreſh 
the ſoul; ir adminiſtreth cordials to it : 1 had 


* fainted if I had net believed, ſaith David, Pſal. 


27. 13. And heprefcribeth waiting or be- 
lieving as an' excellent preſervative againſt 
ſuch faintneſs and deſpondence of ſpirit, v.14. 
on which he reſolverh, at what time he is 
afraid he will truft in God, Pſal. $6.3. No 
ſupport, no reviving comparable to that 
Faith doth aford. That Peace and that Joy 
which the Apoſtle, Roms. g. 2. hath annexed 
unto Faith, is a' Peace with God, ard a Re- 
Joycing in hope of the glory of God,viz.That 
God will make us glorious in that glory 
which he hath prepared for all that believe. 
Now they that expect on unfailing promiſes 


' ſuch Glory, may juſtifiably ſay, that their ir 
| ward-man js renewed [not in ſtrength only, 


but in comfort alſo] day by day, 2 Cor. 4. 16. 
We faint not, ver. 16. though our outward 
man periſh ; why, what kept up their ſpirit ? 
did any thing bur Faith ? The Apoſtle men- 
tioneth nothing elſe; For our inward man is 
renewed day by day, while we look not at the 
things which are ſeen, but at the things which 
are not ſeen, v. 218, While we look, :. e. with 
an eye of Faith. - So Groti#s patalleleth the 


place with Heb. 11.1. And the Syriack, whe- M' 7:2 
ther it uſe a native or a forein word in its G.,.5; 
tranſlation, doth uſe a word which implicth ralleleth ir 
an eminent act of Faith; When the heavy with Heb. | 
burthen of guilt oyerloadeth the heart; when ©17- \- b 


if from NW, or FM, Syr. L#tari, &c. if 


is is either amount ſe prebuir, or lie qirevie, quietavit. 
. i 
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the violence, ſtrangeneſs and: frequency of 
temptations ſadneth the ſou} ; when fierce, 
long and waſting perſecutions make havock | 
of the Church ; when ſpiritual duineſs and 7 
deadnels of ſoul afflifteth a Believer, what Þ| 
but his Faith can or doth comfort and revive | 
him ? Faith carrieth him to his Sacrifice in | 
the blood whereof he ſeeth his God atoned | 


and reconciled, who then ſhall condemn ? 


A Covenant of grace and mercy, what grace | 
then can he want? In this Sacrifice he ſeeth, | 


Chriſt hath perfected -all that are fanCtified. 


and done, all that which Legal Sacrifices 
fhadowed our, but could not work out, viz. 


' Perfect Reconciliation to God, and full pact- 


fication of Conſcience. This revives - the 


. heart; God ſpeaks peace, and Conſcience 


ſpeaks peace, and Faith doth at preſent em- j 
ploy it- ſelf in enſuring and improving both ? 


theſe for the comfort of the Believer. And #Z 


this part of the life of Faith is ſo evidently | 
maintained upon the Death of Chriſt, as our | 
Sacrifice making our peace with God, can- | 
firming the promiſes 6f grace and glory, en- | 
ſuring to us the grand expectations of. this $ 
and the other world, that I think it needleſs | 
ro inſiſt farther on this particular.Chriſt dying | 
our Sacrifice is the great rewiving comfort of {| 
an awakened, conyinced, fainting, yet be- # 
lieving ſoul. - : 

3. The third thing in the preſent Aftings 
of Faith, while it on good and ſure grounds # 
waiteth for the great things which are to be 2 
revealed, is the aCtive diligence of Faith to *? 


do the whole work which is appointed for Þ 


it to do. Faith giveth'not a diſcharge from Þ 
| any | 


% 
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any one degree of our required induſtry in 
good, nor doth it releaſe to us any one of 
the Moral Precepts of the Law; no, Faith 
maketh not the Law void, Rom.3.31, The 
Apoſtle afſureth us that the Faith of a- belie- 
ver engageth him to walk and to labour. ſo 
as to be accepted with God; ſo 2 Cor.57.09. 
We walk by Faith not by fight [faith S. Paxt] 
ver.7. Wherefore we labour that whether pre- 
ſent or abſent we may be accepted of him. ver 9, 
It is but the counterfeit of Faith which lieth 


& unactive and regardleſs to do the will ofGod; 


when once the ſoul can judg [which carri- 
cth in it both an act of diſcerning, and an act . 
of beliveing or afſenting to the rrath)] That 
one [viz. Chriſt] died for all, it doth pre- 
{ently conclude that henceforth they who 
live, ſhould not live to themſelves bur to 
him that died for them, 2. Cor.g.14,15. It is 
the rational concluſion Faith draweth from 
the Grace of God toward us in Chriſt dying 
for us, that our life which we have of mercy, 
muſt be laid out in duty; and the reward we 
expect ſhould animate us to the ſervice God 
expecteth. Mark the Apoſtle St. Peter's mar- 
ner of arguing, 2Per.3.12. Since, faith he, 
We look and haſten to the comming of the day 
of God ; and again, ver. 13, We according to 
his promiſe, look for new Heavens, and ver. 14. 
ſeeing Beloved that ye look for ſuch things. * For 
as much as we are verily perſvaJed of the 
truth of theſe future things, and for as much 
as we do by Faith expect an aſſured fulfilling 
of them ; Be diligent that ye may be founl of 
him in peace without ſpot and blamsl:(s;l0 the 
Apoſtle intimateth to us, nay preſſerh'jc upon 

| «+ us 


Faith exerciſed and improved 
us as the progper buſineſs of Faith as it's 
whole imploy to be pure, and without blame, 


and to bediligent herein, Now what can be 


thought will excite and animate a believer 
unto this, if the great things purchaſed and 
enſured to him by the Death of Chriſt his 
Sacrifice do not? The Apoſtle well knew 


. the weight of the argument,your labour you 


know, ſhall not be in vain in the Lord; there- 
fore ſee that ye abound in the work of the 
Lord, x Cor. 15.58. When thou art back- 
ward or fluggiſh, take thy heart, and diſcover 
ro it whata Kingdom, what a glorious. Re- 
ward thy. Lord hath ſecured to thee, and ask 
if it be not worth thy greateſt diligence, and 
thy moſt active induſtry ? 

4. The fourth concern of Faith in its pre- 
ſent deportment, and the influence it now 
hath on the hearr, is to ſtrengthen and ſup- 
port it under all kind of ſufferings and affti- 
Ctions, be they common to us as men, or pe- 
cular to us as Chriſtians. Our Faith is our life 
in the midſt of theſe deaths. Hence we find 
Faith joined with patience, Heb. 6.12. When 
Abraham had received the promiſes, Heb.6. 
ver.13. which God made ta. him when he be- 
lieved God would do all that for him which 
God had promiſed to him' he did: patiently 
endure,and ſo obtained,v.15, The Apoſtle re- 
counteth his many and great ſufferings which 
with others he ſuffered for Chrift. Troubled 
on every fide, 2 Cor. 4. 8. Perplexed: ver. 8; 
Perſecuted,caſt down, ver. 9. Always bearin 
about in the budy,the dying of the Lod Jeſus; 
ver.Io. Alway delivered unto Death; for 
Jeſus ſake, ver,x7, Theſe were their ſoffer- 

ings 
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ings and troubles ; now ſee their ſupport, 
which was 2 ſpirit of Faith, ver. 13, 14, 6c. 
Read over the 11th chapter of Hebrews, ſee 
_ what afflictions thoſe faithful ones did through 
Faith undergo ; and it will be paſt contro- 
verſie with you, that for the preſent Faith 
doth mightily ſuſtain the ſpirit under the 
variety and ſharpneſs of affliftions and ſuffer- 
ings,which it doth among other helps princi- 
pally, by looking to the greatneſs of its ex- 
petted reward and glory, ſecured unto it by 
'the moſt immutable Covenant and Oath of 
God, ratified in rhe blood of Chriſt our Sa- 
crifice. So the Apoſtle direterth us to look 
to Jeſus, &c. Heb. 12. 2,3. enduring the 
Croſs, and deſpiſing the ſhame ; to. Jeſus who 
endured conrtedifilons of ſinners againſt him- 
ſelf, ver. 3. This will be a means to prevent 
the fainting of our minds under our traubles 
and ſufferings. The reconciliation between 
God and us, his Promiſe to us, his Covenant 
with us, his Oath and Chriſt's Sacrifice all 
aſſure us he is faithful] who hath promiſed us 
our pardon and abſoJution from guilt and pu- 
niſhment, our adoption and right of children 
to a glorious Inheritauce ; our ſolemn and 
publick inveſtiture and admiſſion into poſleſ- 
fion of a Crown and Kingdom. He is faithful 
who hath by means of moſt ſacred obliga- 


tions, affared vs a reward for every duty,. 


attive and paſſive ; therefore let xs hold faſt 
onr Profeſſion without wavering, Heb. 1o. 23, 
And who will not hold his Profeſſion fait, 
when, he is aſſured that the Sacrifice Chriſt 
hath offered, hath reconciled us to God ; fo 
that our ſafferings are not expreſſes of his 
vengeance, but neceſſary exerciſes of our 

*D 4 graces, 
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Faith exerciſed and improved 
graces, and proofs of. the -Love of God to 
us ? who would be weary of bearing, who is 
perſwaded that his ſufferings are but light 
and momentany ; and that they do infallibly 
work out a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory > How. do things infinitely 
leſs valuable, and extremely uncertain, pre- 
vail with men to undergo hardſhips ; ro ad- 
venture through fire and water, to bear 
watchings, toil, nakedneſs, hunger and thirſt ? 
How patiently doth the Husbandman, Mer- 
chant, Souldier and Courrtier, ſubmit to ut- 
moſt hazards at utmoſt uncertainties - to ob- 
tain their hopes, which often do make them 
aſhamed > But now, who looketh to the 
eſtabliſhing of the Promiſe, and to the great- 
neſs of the things promiſed,and vieweth them 
in the Death of Chriſt as a Sacrifice, expect- 
eth greateſt joys, rewards and glory on the 
ſurelt ground, and moſt infallible certainty ; 
and therefore reſolveth neither to yield to- 
fainting, or to fit down under wearinels ; he 
will look to Jeſus the Mediatour of the New 
Covenant, and fee what he may expect after 
ſuiferings, and will ſuffer that he may enjoy 
what he doth expect. 

Thus Faith may be confirmed and impro- 
yed as fo each part wherein it is concerned, 
by duly conſidering Chriſt's dying our Sacri- 
fice, enſureth on moſt invijofable bonds, the 
moit deſirable good things for future , and 
doth for preſent ſufficiently influence. our 
Faith to quiet, revive, quicken and ſupport 
the ſqul under fears, Janguiſhings, dulnelies 
and ſutferings. Go then aſide, and rake a view 
of the particulaps, and meditate on them in 

” oe; IS the 


| on Chriſt our Sacrifice. 

the certainty which Chriſt ſuffering and dy- 
ing our Sacrifice, hath given to. us concern- 
ing them; and when thow haſt ſo done, ob- 
ſerve well whether thou art not perſwaded 
to believe..in hope againſt hope ; and whe- 
ther thou art not enabled to believe the Pro- 
miſes without ſtaggering, and te ſay, thou 
fainteſt not, becauſe thy affliftions are light, 
and yet do work out for thee a far more ex- 
cceding and. eternal weight of glory, while 
thou art able to look to, and fſee- both him 
that is, and the things: that are inviſible ? 
ſuch a- Faith; will be our victory, by it 
we fthall more than conquer. Having diſ- 
courſed ſomewhat on the- Improvement of 
our Diyine ſorrow, and: our Faith in the 
Commemoration of Chriſt Dying our Sacri- 
fice, I have made way for the Improvement 


of our Peace and Quiet of ſoul likewiſe; for 3d. Grace 


this is a ſweet fruit of our ſound Repentance 
and fincere faith, and carry's a proportioned 
dimenſion with the increaſe ofthoſe Graces. 
But-I purpoſe to attempt a more particular 
diſcovery of the influence Chriſt's Death our 
Sacrifice hath upon the Tranquillity and 
Peace of the ſoul of a Communicant, wha 
diſcerneth .this Death as it was a Sacrifice, 
and under that notion. improveth his Redee- 
mer's love' to him. Now if I can ſhew my 
Reader that there is in this Sacrifice ſom- 
what ſufficient to remove all that diſquiet- 
eth the ſoul, I need take no further care to 
perſwade an opinion that Peace wilb follow, 
Let the ſtorm ceaſe, and a calm will follow; 
if the Earthquake end, the old Foundations 
will ſtand firm, and well feled, Let that be 
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Ea[conſcientia] eſt que fils 
gat, terret, accujar 
nat Parentes noſtros : Certif= 
fimum teſttmontum;, Deum 
tandem ultorem futurum oms 
7115 mali. Fagius in Cap. 3. 
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removed, which alarmed the ſoul; and all 
wilt be in Feace.  Amongft other (leſſer 
which I paſs over) rhere are four grand dif- 
quietudes of the ſoul, © 

x. Danger of divine diſpleafire and wrath 
in condemnation for our ſin, The drawn 
ſword of Divine vengeance hanging over the 
head, is enough to affright alÞ peace our of 
the” heart, and to filkit with amazing hor- 
rour, and'overwhelming terrours. How did 


_ Adaris fears ſeize him; when his ſin-had laid 


him open to: that- threat, Thow:/ſhalt die the 
death ? Gen. #. 17; then his 
guilty confeience did chaſe,af- 
fright,accuſt & condem him, 
forcbode a ſeverer Judge and 
Avenger, whom he could not 
efeape or ſhun, whom he. 
could not ſtand before, whom 
he fearetht and” flieth. The 
Apoſtle elegantly: exprefleth the diſquietude 
of a ſelf-condemning- heart by the trouble of 
bondage, Heb. 2. 15. The'fear of death 
kept them in bondage all their life; rhe ex- 
peRation of death was death to them or ere 
they'died, and they ſcarce lived, becauſe they 
continually tortured themſelves- with the 
preapprehenſions of a'haſtening death, which 
to ſecure nature, is'the greateſt of terrours, 
though ignorance of what is*' conſequent to 
death, did hide the moſt dreadfu} part of 
death'from tlie eyes of nature,yet in David's 
phraſe, terrours of death will make the heart 
ſigh under pain, and filt it with trouble and 
ſorrow too, unleſs the heart be affufed of the 
the removal of guilt, rhe freedom pp 
cm- 


dams 
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demnation ; that the man dieth not in his oh 8.21, 


ſins, nor ſhall be hurt of the ſecond dearth. 2 

No man's heart was ſtrong under the appre- 
| henfions of the-wrath of an Almighty and 
Eternal God ; nor can the greareſt cheats of 
the world [I mean hypacrites, who can coun- 


terſeit almoſt every thing] put on the coun- x9. 33-15. 


terfeir of boldneſs, when they ſee the ever- 
laſting burnings, and the devouring fire, they 
are then ſurprized with fearfalneſs. | 
2. Loſs of the wonted ſweetneſs of Divine 

favour, and the refreſhing expreſſes which 
God by his ſpirit did formerly give to the 
ſou}. When once the ſoul hath been favonre@ 
with an acquaintance and knowledg of a Hea- 
ven' upon earth it cannot withour diſquietude 
live on carth, without it's Heaven. Darkneſs 
cannot bur greatly afflift thEToul which en- 
lightned, once did rejoice- in the light: of 
God's Countenance ſhining on it. What is ſaid 
of the great darkneſs which fell on Abrahanr 
in his ſleep, Ger. x5. 12. may be verified' of 
all the deſertions which fall upon the children 
of Abraham; they are attended with horrour 
and trouble. When God hid his face from 
Davida, he was troubled, Pſal. 30. 5. and his 
foul refuſed ro be comforted, Pſal. 77. 2. his 
ſpirit was overwhelmed, ver. 3. ſo troubled. 
he could not ſpeak, ver. 4, Alt which pro- 
ceeded from the ſpiritual deſertion he-then 
tay under. God hath caſt off, and he feared 
it was for ever, ver. 7. that he would be fa- 
vourable no more, &'c. verſe 8, and 9. So that 
when David had loſt the ſenſe of God's love, 

he could find peace or joy in nothing abour 
him, An Idolater- once expoſtulated with a 
greap 
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great. deal of trouble, you have taken away 
my Gods, and do you ask what aileth me ? 
But whilſt we deride or pity his blindneſs,we 
ſhould'reſent_ the real troubles of the ſou], 
which hath loſt the ſenſe of the. Love of his 
God and Father ; and indulge him in a more 
than uſual trouble for the ſuſpence or inter- 
miſſion of his defired reſt and peace, wherein 


| he found, though imperfect, yet a growing' 


happineſs; and 'in David's words expreſſed 
his felicity, He heard the joyful ſound, and 
walked in the light of God's countenance, Pſal, 
89. 15. but now feareth his miſery will re- 
call his former happineſs only to prove him 
as much ſunk in woes, as he was exalted in 


\ _ Miſrrimum joys above other men ; this diſquieteth the 
eſt fuijſe fe®ſgul, that it hath been what now it is nor, 


bleſſed. | 

3. Senſe of finful weakneſs, and ſuſpition 
of worſe inſincerity, and want of uprightneſs 
in its duties,and the exerciſes of its Devotion 
towards God, are a trouble to the ſoul 
in its refleCtions on its ſervices and examina- 
tion of it ſelf; it ſeeth ſin adhere to every 
one of its beſt workes, and it ſeeth imper- 
fetion ſtill dwelling in its perfeFteſt graces ; 
ſo that when he finderth to will, yet how to per- 
forms he findeth not, as Rom. 7. 18, On which 
obſervation. of his defects, he judgeth him- 
{elf in a miſerable perplexity, and ander ap- 
prehenſions hereof crieth out wretched man 
that I am ! who\ſhall deliver me? &c. ver, 24. 
This worthleſaels of perſons and performan- 
ces is the ſubject of the Church's com- 
plaints, 1/2. 64:6. We are all as an unclean 
thing--= And our iniquitics, as the wind, have 
taken 
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taken us away : iniquities (faith David in his 
complaint) ' prevail againſt me, Pſalf8F.. 3. 
And elſewhere prayeth God ' would ſearch 
kim, and try him, and ſee whether there be any 
way of wickedneſs in him, Pſal. 139. 23, 24- 
It is that which giveth a tronble ro God's 
Children, that they are not perfect that their 
heart retaineth too much of its native guile, 
and is decestfull above all things, fer. 17. 9. 
In brief, with the Prophet they cry ont each 
one in ſight of his Pollution, wo is me / am of 
Polluted heart and lips. When David ſaw the 


Divine jealouſie breaking out onVzza,2 Sam. 


6.9. He was afraid and durſt not bring up the 
Ark of the Lord, whither he firſt intended. 
He was afraid of the Lord that day, and ſaid 
how ſhall the Arke of the Lord come to me ? he 
feared, and fears are troubles, and queſtion- 
leſs diſquiet the mind; his fears, and the 
trouble of them aroſe from his foreſeen un- 
meetneſs to entertain the Arke of ſo holy 
a- God; he was not, as he defired, a meer and 
prepared Receiver, and lodger of that glori- 
ous gueſt. This David's trouble, this the diſ- 
quieting thought of every good heart, it 
cannot offer a Sacrifice pure enough, imma - 
culate, and perfect, as becometh the purity, 
perfection, and Majeſty of his God. 

4. A Fourth and the Jaſt I ſhall now men-, 
tion, is a ſucceſſion of doubts and jeaJouſies 
leſt guilt and unworthineſs ſhould hinder his 
acceprance with God, and at Jaſt cut off his 
hope of every deſireable bleſſing from God. 
For although the believer 1s delivered from 
danger of condemnation, and hath had often 
Experiences of the fayour of his God, mew 

made 


Gy 


1915 8 
X90 
CY NEw 


Ifa. 6: F. 


Peace of Mind improve 
made upright and without prevailing guile 
in all his ſervices, which might in yery reaſon 
be ſufficient- ground of a conſtatt geacefal 
hope, confidence and affurance that God will 
ever accept him, and delight to bleſs him, 
and at laſt reward him yet for all this, many 
doubts, and the ſame frequently: returning, 
do diſquiet the ſoul,” putting it to fuſpeCt the 
worſt, and what ſhall never befall it. Oh - 


_ faith one, my ſins make me doubt, Jeſt that 


be my ſad ſtate which was 1ſrael's complaint,* 
or ſhould have been in Feremiab's words, Sins 
have hidden good things from me, fer. 5.25. 
And another is ready to ſuſpect, though I 
might be eſtabliſht, yet my unbelief ſuggeſt- 
eth apprehenſions that I ſhall not ; for I have 
not been obedient, I have been guilty of 
much unbelief. A third complains of back- 


' flidings, and whar doubts ariſe thence. And 


almoſt every one hath his peculiar doubts, or 
a.peculiar ground for thoſe which difquiet 
others as himſelf. Now it is, I judge, need- 
leſs to exemplifie the troublous nature of 
doubts, -and endleſs: to enumerate the. parti- 
cular doubts of Chriſtians, or the eafic re- 
turns they make on the. ſouls who have fre- 
quently removed them, and have thought 
ſure now they ſhould no more be diſquieted 
with them. I ſhall rather addreſs my thoughts 
to the ſecond thing I ſuggeſted, viz. thar 
there is in the Sacrifice of Chriſt for us ſome- 
what which may remoye theſe diſquietudes 
of the ſoul, And io | 
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x. In the firſt place, for removal of the 
danger of condeqanation, the firſt diſquietude 
mentianed-there, is ſufficient in Chriſt dying 
ur Sacrifice to effect this, as will appear on 
theſe Conſiderations. a 

x, Chriſt dying our Sacrifice, was pleaſed 
to ſtand in our ſtead ; he was ſubſtituted. in 
our room, for us, in this he became what 1s 
neceſlary in every Sacrifice, a repaeNnracive 
of us for whom he made himſelf a Sacri- 
fice ; ſo the Sacrifice doth vices eas, qui reas 
agitur ſubire, take the place or turn of the 

uilty, of which ſubſtitution I have already 
poken ſomewhat, cap. 3. /e#. x. This Subſti- 
tution of | the > Kr was ſo generally re- 
ceived an Opinion, and an inſeparate appen- 
dage to every Sacrifice expiatory, that thon 
ſhal eaſily diſcerne it both in the writing of 
Heathens mentioning thEir Sacrifices as al{o* 
in the writings of Meoſes-relating the particu- 
larities of Jewiſh Sacrifices,if an ordinary care 
be uſed in reading. But I do not farther inſiſt 
on that, come we rather to ſee what quier 
this ſubſtitution way afford to. the ſou], how 
full of peace may the ſou] be which can carry 
all thar is laid to it's charge to Chriſt, which 
can ſay Chriſt ſtand's for me, is ſubſtituted in 
my ſtead; and.if there be- oughe of danger, ir 
firſt falleth on him, in whoſe hand never did 
any one miſcarry who, had Chriſt undertaking 
for him, Chriſt-novwe ſubſtiture for us ſtands 
between us. and Grger ano are thus inChriſt 
[to allude tg that of; the Apaſile, Kew. 8. ;þ J 
\re 
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Are exempt from condemnation. For in this * 


ſubſtitution of our Sacrifice there is. 
2. A due, ſufficient and full} transferring 
our guilt on our Sacrifice, ſo that the guilty 
foul may now ſay; mercy hath tranſtnitted 
my guilt from'me upon my "ſubſtitute, and 
he hath voluntarily taken that upon himſelf, 
ro anſwer it before my Judge againſt atl accu- 
ſers; and how then can condemnation be 
Juſtly feared when no guilt is' found lying 
upon the perſon? what ſervant, or child, 
needeth fear a chiding for that fault which 
the Maſter, or Father, hath on the interpoſing 
of a Mediatour transferred from the ſervant, 
or child? ſolicitous fears may. de fato dil- 
quiet the ſoul, for whomChriſt made himſelf 
a Sacrifice; but were ſuch fears arreſted, exa- 
mined and diſcovered, they would be checkr, 
diſcarded and caſt out as groundleſs ; for it 
would then appear that they come intruders 
on innocent,acquitted,and imputatively guilt- 
leſs ſoules. Doth. any ſuch feare of future 
condemnation perplexe ? look to thy Sacri- 
fice, conſider, guilt (which onely can con- 
demne) is by thy Judge in a valid, ſufficient 
form transferred from thee to thy Sacrifice, 
and certainly thy Judge will as juſtly acquit 
the from thy guilt, as he did mercifully 
transferre it, he whoſe mercy ſo contrived to 
make thee innocent, that thon mighteſt not 
be condemned.His Juſtice will find thee what 
mercy made thee, and thou ſhalt nor be con- 
demned. Read that text, 2 Cor. 5.2. He hath 
wade him to be ſin for us, who knew nd ſin, thad 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
bim.Certainly then the danger of Condemna- 
; - tion 
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tion is over when we are made Righteous in 
Chrift, and 'he our Sacrifice made fin for us. 
The Righteous Judge of Heaven and earth 
will. do ſo juſtly, that he will not codemn 
one whom grace hath made Righteous. 
Though all we like Joſt-ſheep have gone a- 
| ftray, yet there is hope, for the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all, 7a. 53. 16. 
3.Chritt our Sacrifice ſtanding in our itead,8c 
* admitting the transferring of our guilt from 
us upon himſelf by his dying our ſacrifice did 
undergo. that puniſhment, and did bear that 
wrath which our fin deſery'd that we might be 
abſolved and acquitted; ſo that now either we 
muſt doubt an after-puniſhmenr will be inflict- 
ed on us for the fin Chriſt hath born and ſuf- 
fered, and we ſhall be condemned, though he 
died to the end we might not be condem- 
ned, which how little conſiſtant with either 
the juſtice of God or his mercy, .any one may 
eaſily diſcern who will confider. It is a mat- 
ter of juſtice not to condemn a perſon for 
whom ſatisfation hath been made ; and it is 
matter of mercy to acquit him through ano- 
ther's ſufferings, who ſtood condemned for his 
own offences ;or if we judge,as fit we ſhould, 
that neither the juſtice or mercy of God will 
permit he ſhould be condemned for whom 
Chriſt died a Sacrifice, we can conclude no 
leſs from ſuch a death, than the abſfolution & 
future acquittance of a Believer, whoſe Sa- 
crifice Chriſt died, who hereby harb (as /ſ. 
43. 4.) born our ' griefs, and carried our for- 
rows, 4. e. the puniſhment due to our ſins; for 
the which he hath ſuffered and made fariſ- 
faction, Say the Gererva Notes in loc. yet 
«> V wheat 
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Ut integre eſfſent tes noſtre,. 


G& noby bene efſet, &c, pla» 
Ccuit, &e, verbera (5 F 5a 
vas nos commerits eramus 
lius ſuſciperet, &c. Caſtiga« 


ezone 69 verberibus filis re. 


conciliats ſumus Patrs 69 ef- 


Ferbuit ira Patris. Fozerius 


m loc. 


what follows ver. 5. is fuller, 
He was wonnded for or tranſ= 
greſſions--=the chaſtiſement of 
our peace was upon him, and 
by his ftripes we are healed. 
The ſtrokes and blows which 
we deſerved, the Son took 
upon him, to fhe end that, 
our affairs being reſtor'd, it 


Chriſtus Dominus pro peccatis 
n0oftris dolore affetius eſt ergo 
. peccata noſtra deleta, ergo 


might be well with us, &c. by the chaſtiſe- 
ment and ſtripes of the Son, we are recon- 
ciled to the Father, and the anger of the Fa- 
ther hath afſwayed and ceas'd rowards us. 
Whoſo can look with the eye of faith 'on 
Chriſt thus dying, may in the words of the 
late mentioned Commenta- 
tour triumph ; Chriſt the Lord 
was grieved for our ſins, there- 


ira Dei remiſit conſeditque fore our ſins are blotted ont, the 


ergo reconciliatus enim nobrs 
ergo pax, integritas, ſalus, & 
omne bonum in nos dimanas 
vit, Fozerius. 


wrath of God is appeaſed and 
ceaſeth; God 13 reconciled to us, 


therefore peace, reſtitution, ſal- 


vation, and every good thing 
hath flowed in to us, But one thing poſſibly 
may be ſuſpeCted, viz. Albeit ſuch an atone- 
ment and reconciliation be made now, yet 


may not wrath at Jaſt break forth in fury to 


the utter 'condemnation of the ſou], which 
now hath irs pardon? To this I ſhall anſwer 

by ſubjoyning | 
4. That Chriſt Died a Sacrifice, which he 
himſelf offered through the Eternal Spirit, to 
the end thar he might purge our conſcience 
from dead works, that we might ſerve the 
Living God; as Heb. 9. 14. By which one of- 
fering, he hath perfected forever them that 
| are 
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are ſahtified, Heb. 10. 14. Which great 
Truth the Apoſtle confirmeth by an Argu- 


'ment drawn from the very Tetter of that 


Covenant which is confirmed in this Sacrifice, 
according to which Covenant God promiſerh 


_ remiſſion of ſins ; ſo ver. 17. Their fins and 


zniquities will I remember no more. Now 
where remiſſion of theſe is, there is nomore of- 
fering for fin, ver. 18. The ground whereof 'is 
the perfe&t Reconciliation wrought for thoſe 
to whom God doth grant remiſſion of fin ; 
ſo that hence I may Juſtifiably argue from 
the real expiation made at firſt to the perpe- 
tual continuation of it, by the bload of this 
molt perfect Sacrifice, Let our Faith there- 


fore be direfted to fetch our abſolution 


from guilt and condemnation , Jet us en-, 
ſure this to our ſelves through Chriſt dying 
onr Sacrifice, and take that comfort to our 
ſelves; he hath by one offering for ever perſefted 
them that are ſanftified. And he :5s able 19 
ſave to the mtermoſt all that come wnto God by 
him, Heb. 7.25. 


- Sebt. 2. 


2. The ſecond Diſquiet of the ſoul I men- 
tioned, was a fear leſt it ſhould loſe the tc- 
freſhing apprehenſions, and ſweet enjoyments 
of the Divine Favour; how much this would 


- diſturb the peace of the ſou], I am not here 


co diſcourſe, having ſaid all I intended alrea- 
dy on it. But now it is my buſineſs to ſhew 
that Chriſt's Death as our Sacrifice is ſi. + 
cient to prevent this fear, or to ſecure unt6 
the ſoul an enjoyment of the Divine Fa- 
| *FE 2 Your; 
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vour, which. I now attempt to ſhew; 

I. In that this Sacrifice duly apprehended + 
by us, doth very much. abate of the ground 
of our fears,. of the withdrawing the Divine 
Favour from us. Now the apprehenſion of 
the dread and terrour of ſpiritual deſertions 
ariſeth from our doubts, that they are bur 
precurſory to a final and eternal diſpleaſure, 
that they are but the Primordia dolorum, the 
beginnings: of ſorrows ; that the full mea- 
ſures will be at laſt for everlaſting poured. 
out upon the ſoul: Oh this afMicts ! This, \ 
Will God be gracious no more? is the ſword 
which wounds. to the heart ? and whilſt this 
fear abides on the ſoul, it can take; no reſt. 
- Now ſee Chriſt qQur Sacrifice hath atoned 
vindictive diſpleaſure, reconciled ns. to God, 
delivered us from wrath to come ; ſo that 
undoubtedly theſe preſent ſeaſons of darkneſs 
are but ſeaſons, Theſe ſorrows may endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 
Chrilt in the merit of his blood doth ever ap- 
pear for me with God z, though God. appear 
not to me now as of old, yet I ſhal] enjoy 
him. | 

2. Chriſt Dying a Sacrifice for us, hath 
now changed the nature of all our aMlitions, 
and turned them into wholſom corrections, 
and into neceflary exerciſes of our graces,not 
onely our outward afflictions are ſo changed, 
that there remaineth not any deadly poyſon 
| In them, but our ſpiritual tronbles. amohg 

which this I ſpeak of, is. to be accounted 
chief, theſe are. much more altered in their. 
nature, as indeed it was . expedient they. 
ſhould; for.. aschey fink deeper into the ſoul, 

Fn | and 
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and do more ſpeedily ſeize the ſpirit, and 
have an immediate- influence on -the foul, ſo 
they would be of more dangerous conſe- 
quence, if they retained an unrebated poyſon 
in them; Theſe would undo the ſoul, whereas 
outward affliftions can approach to the ſoul 
but intermediately, and being kept frill a- 
bout the outworks,can only diſquiet & alarm 
cannot kill the ſoul nor its comforts. Now we 
are beholden ro the excellency of this Sacri- 
fice for rhis.{By this ſacrifice our afflitions are 
rendered only corrections whatever is vindi- 
Ftive,and which the ſoul cannot beare is deri- 
ved upon our Sacrifice, being hereby ſecured 
from wrath. For if when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the d:ath of his Son, 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by 
his life, Rom. 5. 10. The Apoſtle argueth 
from our- reconciliation once effefted, unto 
our ſalvation in due time to be - accompliſhr, 
And happy they who have Chriſt once dying 
a Sacrifice. to make their peace, but ever 
living a merciful anJ a faithful} High Prieſt to 
maintain their peace with God: Such he is 
to all for whom he is a Sacrifice. | 

3. In midſt. of ſpiritual defertions Chrift 
our Sacrifice preferveth inviolate- the ſtare 
. of our peace, though we have not the ſenſe 
and ſweetneſs of that peace. The-Covenane 
of peace betwten God: and the fon! ftandeth 
pnaltered tif ; and this in the vertue of this 
blood of Chrift our Sacrifice,/for ſo were Co- 
veniants of old made & confirmed,as hath been 
obſerved) a very pregnant place to our pre- 


ſent purpoſe we mer with in P/a.89.30.% ſeq. pi. 89. 30, 
Tf his children forſake my Law, and walk not in 31,32, ,- 
- 
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a) Tudgments z if they break. my Statutes, and 
keep not my Commandments, then will I viſit 
. Their franſgreſſions with a Rod, and their ini- 
2. Sam. 7.14. quity with ſtripes. This Rod, 2 Sam, 7. 14. is 
Virg2 homi- the Rod of men ; that is, with moderate cor- 
227. TEction, and for their good. Bur, or Never- 
reftione, cs theleſs my loving kindneſs will I not utterly take 
in eorum -from him; Here's a rich Cordial to the 
commodum. drogping ſoul which ſmarteth under the di- 
hoe = divine corrections. God hath not, nor'will 
Pr 201” he rake away his loving kindneſs, [nor ſuffer 
bis faithfulneſs to fail, ver, 33. My Covenant - 
will I not break, nor alter the thing that 1s gone 
qut of my lips. | Now then when thy ſin, whe- 
ther of folly or frowardnels, is corrected,and 
thou moyrneſt pnder ſenſe of divine diſptea- 
ſure, call to mind the Covenant made in 
Chriſt thy Sacrifice, and be comforted ; ſenſe 
of thy peace may, but the Covenant of thy 

peace ſhall not be broken. 
 4- Under the apprehenſion of divine diſ- 
| pleaſure and prefent dereliction,yet this Sa- 
b. - crifice may ſoon quiet and . ſufficiently ſup- 
| port the ſou], in thar it will be its -preſent 
refuge againſt the violence of this trial ; til] 
' the ſoul may interpoſe the Propitjatory ver- 
tue of this Sacrifice between it. ſelf on the 
one part,. and God's diſpleaſure with its own 
fears on: the other part; hitherto this Altar 
may the troubled, and the trembling ſoul fly 
as foab to the horns of the Altar, and cer- 
tainſy when the blood of this Sacrifice is 
found ſprinkled on the ſoul, God + will 
ſpeak a preſent peace, or ſupport with a ſe- 
cret infuſed hope of life, and at leaſt ſcaſon- 
>bly let the Believer know he will neyer take 
vs «+ F If... Þ aw ow gr Fh. 9 Die... -—e.—'S - 4 T WP? bim , 
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on Chriſt's Sacrifice. 
him from the Alcar that he may die z but yer 
as a Father he may correct his offences, with- 
out violating the .priviledge of ſanftuary.And 
indeed this is the utmoſt God intends in the 
exerciſe of his Sons and Daughters, who are 
reconciled to him through Chriſt their Sa- 
crifice, In vertue whereof all Believers 
might, and I believe the moſt of them do 
one time or other in this life, after ſuch ſpi- 


ritual troubles, recover ſome degree of ſpi- 


ritual peace and joy in the favour of God ; 


however, ſeldom go off the ſtage wirhout the 


Joy of good old Simeon, departing in peace, 
becauſe they haye ſeen the ſalvation of God. 
Burt they never fail to ſee and rejoyce in God 
through Chriſt, when they receive the peace 
which after death is to be obtained with 
God by vertye of this Expiatory Sacrifice, 
the truth hereof they firmly believe,and hope 


for it alſo. We may then joy in God' through Rom.y.11. 


our Lord 7eſus Chriſt, through whom we have 
now received the atonement. Joy in God is a 
fruit of atonement, and this an effect of the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt : $0 near alliance there is 
between our Joy in the Divine Fayour, and 
Chriſt procuring and maintaining it for us in 
the vertue of his Sacrifice. Much to the 
ſame purpoſe is that of the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 
v. 19, Having boldneſs to enter by the blood of 
Chriſt, Now at leaſt this boldneſs is a fruit 
or conſequent of our perſwaſion, and hope 
that God beareth' a gracious reſpect to us, 
And ver. 21, and 22, Having an High Prieſt 
(and conſequently a Sacrifce) let #s draw 


nigh with. a true heart, in full aſſurance of - 


faitb8&c, If any complain notwithſtanding all 
(Hh hs this, 
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this, I muſt aſſure them their own inability 
to improve the. vertue. of Chriſt our Sacrifice, 
is the reaſon why they, draw. not out the ex- 
cellent Oil which would make their face to 
ſhine ; it is not want of excellency jn him, or 
in his death our Sacrifice. 


Set, 3. 


3. A third thing a ſoul is diſquieted at; is 
the ſinful imperfections of duties ; weakneſs 
of graces, aud unworthinels of his perſon ; 
ail which concurring, do:oftentimes occaſion 
a doubr, whether ſuch ſhall be accepred 
with a God: of infinite holineſs, and gJorious 
Majeſty. : Can God indeed take pleaſure in 
ſuch? will fuch perſons; be accepted, fuch 
Egraces allowed, ſuch duties approved ? and 
if not, where ſhall the troubled ſoul feek 
reit ? | 

For removal of this Diſquietude from the 
ſoul, there is ſufficient in Chriſt dying our Sa- 
crifice, For, 

I. It is that which procureth an accepta- 
tion of our perſons ; -it reſtoreth us ro-the 
Favour of God, whodelighteth in every one 
who hath. by faith a real mrereſs in-this Sa- 
crifice, The Grace of God through Chriſt 
looketh to our perſons, \w i. #x%imow n45,6cc. 
So that he maketh us accepted, .Epheſ. x. 6. 
He hath reſpect to: our-perſons, and this 
through Chriſt our Sacrifice ; - as ver. 7. By , 
whom. we have reaemption. through his" blood. 
Expounding, the materia] cauſe, how we are 
made acceptable ro 'Gqgd in Chriſt, for it is 
he only,whoſe Sacrifice by the- mercy of God 
| | - 0 
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is imputed to us for forgiveneſs of fin; as 
ſome note on theſe words. -It is the order 
obſerved in the New Cove- - * Ss 
. nant; confirmed in the death Semper igicer, [prrendim eſt 
of this Sacrifice, to look 10. Peres?" perfomem 550: 
the perſon firſt through the, nunciars juſtum, 7. e. gratis 
precious blood of his Sacri- acceptarsproprerChriſtum per 
fice, and next to the perfor- eg Haſiee | wer , ; Bn 
mance of his duties ſubſe- gem, 9 reputars quandam 
quent. As God is faid to have 7Juſtitiam, &c. Auguſtan, 
had reſpect to 4bel firſt, and Confell. Ar. 6. 
then to his Sacrifice. So here, 
the perſon of the Believer is through Chriſt 
accepted with God ; thus the fears leſt our 
unworthy perſons be rejected, are removed. 
God valueth them not as in themſelves, but 
in the ſuperadded favour which for Chriſt's 
ſake he beareth to them. | 
2. Secondly, The excellency of this Sacri- 
fice removeth the fears which ariſe from the 
weakneſles and perfeftions of our gracious 
Works too: For the excellency of this Sa- 
crifice ennobleth every ſpiritual Sacrifice we 
offer unto God by faith, Rev. 8. 3. And ano- 
ther Angel came aud ſtood at the Altar, baving 
a golden Cenſer, and there was given him much 
mcenſe, that he ſhould offer it with the prayers. 
of all the Saints, upon the golden Altar which is 
before the Throne, On which words 7#n:us 
hath this paſſage among others ; This is that 
Great Emperour the Lord feſus Chriſt owr King 
.and Saviour, who maketh interceſſion to God 
the Father for the Saints, filling the heavenly 
Santtuary with moſt ſweet odours, aud offering 
up their prayers, ec, in ſuch ſort as every one 
of them (/a; powerful is that ſweet favour F] 
| | Cerijt, 
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Chrift, and the efficacy of his Sacrifice) are held 


71 reconcilement with God, &c. You ſee then 


our duties are compared to incenſe ; and if 
the native ſcent of our duties cannot be plea- 


ſing to God, yet rhe ſuperadded ſweetneſs of 
Chriſt's incenſe will render them very accep- 
' table. to our God; though their ſavour be un- 
_ pleaſing which aſcends with them out of our 


hands, yet the favour which they carry with 
them aſcending from the golden Altar doth 
delight the Lord;z do not ge way then to 
diſcouraging fears, that imperfect duties, and 
unſavoury offerings will eſtrange God from 
thee. God hath removed this fear alſo; the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt will perfume thy Sacrifices, 
which now become acceptable to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt, :x Per. 2. 4. 

3.Thirdly, That there may'remain no ſcru- 
ple 'or fear beſide what he doth reconciling 
our: perſons to ' God , and ennobling / our 


Dutyes through the excellency of this Sacri- 
fice, he hath 'by the ſame Sacrifice made an' 
atonement or expiation for the ſinful defects 


of all the duties of Believers. Although it is 
true, ſo many culpable defects adhere ro our 
daties, that God might in the ſtrift examina- 
rion of them, juſtly reject them;; yer he will 
not impure theſe defects to the perſans, nor 


for them reject the duties of his Saints, be-: - 


cauſe in Chriſt's Sacrifice he hath received 


an atonement, and will pardon thoſe defects 


to his children. Let us then hold faſt our pro + 
feſſion of particular hope, and delight in du- 


ties as of the general Doctrine of the Goſ=- 


ple, Seeing we have a great High Prieft, who is 


paſſed inte the Heavens Feſu th: 'Son of God, 


Now 
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by Chriſt's Sacrifice. 
Now the Apoſtle preſents us with Chrſt ag 
having Sacrificed, and with the blood of that 
Sacrifice entring into Heavens, z.e, to inter- 


cede : for us in the vertue of 'that excellent 


Sacrifice; ſo that we may well rake boldneſs - 


to draw unto God with hope, that neither 
unworthineſs of perſons, nor the worthleſ- 
neſs of dutics ſhall ever be able to divert 
divine acceptance, ſeeing that if the interceſ- 


| fion of a High Prieſt, of a Great High Prieſt, 


in the Heavens, in the preſence of God, if 
the interceſſion of Jeſus the Son of God, 
can prevail for the removeal of whatever 
might poſſibly impede our acceptation, both 
we. and our obedience ſhall be acceped. In 
ſum, art thou a believer? doſt thou by 
faith ' commemorate the death of Chriſt thy 
Sacrifice? doſt thou believe there is vercue 


, and worth in this Sacrifice ? how much ver- 


tue thinkeſt thou in it? certainly either there 
is enough to reconcile thy perſon, to recom- 
mend thy ſervices, to pardon thy fins, or elfe 
Chriſt died in vain ; for as good not at all; as 
not to purpoſe, will be verified in this caſe, 
he died a Sacrifice that he might bring theſe 


to good effet,viz. That we might be recon- 


ciled, that our duties might be a- ſweet 
imelling Sacrifice, that our ſins alſo might 
be- pardoned, which either are / attained by 
the vertue of this Sacrifice, or elſe Chriſt 
doth not attaine his purpoſes of love towards 
true. believers, which who but an infidel 
dares ta ſurmiſe } | WF | 
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1 SetF. 4. 


- 4 The fourtly and Jaft diſquietude of the 
.beheving foul, I-mentioned to be the return 
of his: doubts and fears, leſt God fhould 
with-hold the moſt deſirable mercies and: 
comforts of this prefent ſtate, and hide good' 
things from him:whor hath forfeited them all. 

Many are the fears of :thofe who ſhall never 
be condemned;, who have enjoy'd the light 
of God's countenance,. who are perſwaded 

God accepteth- their perſons ard duties alſo 
unto all the purpoſes of rewarding them 
hereafter, 'who yet are apt to: fear over- 
much the ſtroakes of a ſmart: rod here, or 
the: darkneſs of this preſent condition). Now 
the Sacriftee of Chriſt well conſidered would 
remove all tfach' fears and perplexing jealou- 
fies for. | | 

. 'T. This Sacrifice removing fin, removeth 
what would hide good things from us. When 
the blood of this Sacrifice: hatly effeted our 
reconciliation; God will not think any mercy 
t00 good or great for us. He that ſpared not 
his own Son,bat gave him up for us all, how 
hall he not with him give us all things alſo, 

Facilins Roms. 8. 32. \[t is eaſier to. conceive, he ſhould 
enim a gpye to'us made bis friends 'then when we were 


amicy fats , "Sw. 6 . 
- - afi ever 2 then 
quan jr yi enemies ; and it is eaſier to grue ev 7 thi gt 


oftibus ; £5 to give a' Son. | On a juſtſtating matters ic | 
Facilius omne, will appear that the Sacrifice 'of Chriſt re- | 
guam filium moving guilt, removerth the ground of all 


dare. Gror. : | 
is hae, perplexing, tormentful fears of what nature 


ſoever. I do not ſay-it removeth them aCtu- 
ally ; I knaiv the contrary by obſervation : 
 þ But 
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by Chriſt's Sacrifice. 
But I ſay, there is no juſtifiable ground for 


ſuch wracking fears of future: occurrences in 
our life; for the Believer hath through this 


Sacrifice a 'Covenant of Promiſes, both ©f 2 Cor. 1.20. 
this life, as of that to come, ratified and con _m_ 1 Tim, 


firmed to him. 
' 2. This/Sacrifice gives the believer a juftifi- 
able title to every mercy whether temporal 
or ſpiritual, that he is capable of recciving,and 
enjoying with fafety, and good to himſelf, as 
with gloty to God; and if any one particular 
mercy, notwithftanding tlie believers deſire 
of it, and earneſt labour after 1t, be with-hol- 
den, it is becauſe his weak foreſight, and 
ſmall ſcantling of wiſdom capnot diſcern 
what the All-ſeeing Eye of God doth ſee, 
and what his Infinite Wiſdom - knows, v:z. 
that it is fitteſt for the preſent to with-hold 
that particular defired mercy, and to. reſerve 
it unto a ſeaſon wherein it will be a choicer 
mercy, and more advantageous. Now a 
ſmall meaſure of patience might quiet the 
heart in the abſence of ſich bleflings, if che 
man would refleft upon his condition fo wet] 
ſctled by Chriſt his Sacrifice, that he hath by 
this a title-to every good, and thar the cime 
and the manner of entring on the poſſeſſion 
of this good is affigned- by rhe Lord in grea- 
teſt love to us, that we ſhould not by our 
haſte ſnatch:an unſeaſonable bleffing, nor by 
our ſloth Joſe a ſeaſonable mercy. It cannor 

enter my thoughts. what may pacifie the ſoul, 
diſpel] murmuring difcontents, and prevent 
perplexing fears, if theſe will not, viz, Chriſt 
by his Sacrifice hath reconciled me to the 
Eternal God, and wrought me into ſuch fa- 
| your 
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vour with God; that he hath made over him- 
ſelf to me, to be mine for ever z and he hath 
aſſigned me ( with his Elect) a portion in + 
his alſufficiency : . and becauſe 1 know not 
what meaſure, and what ſeaſon 1s fitteſt for 
me, he doth employ his own Wiſdom to de- 
rermine both ;:ſo that I know he hath love 
enough to give more, if his Wiſdom ſaw It 
not greateſt love to give but ſo much. | 

3. The hovering fears and doubts from 
uncertainties whether we ſhall enjoy our de- 
ſired mercies for this preſent ſtate, might be 
ſcattered,did we canfider that this Sacrifice of 
Chriſt was not only expiatory of guilt,but al- 
ſo a Peace-Offering. In whictt 


v5 bn, portio Domino kind of Sacrifices,as the Prieſt 
Deo, (127 PIN, portio Sa- who offered had his ſhare, 
cerdoti, & Oy29 PIN» ſo the perſon who' brought 
portio viro, qui attulit. them had a ſhare in them 


likewiſe ; tacitly intimating 

that there was a purchaſe, or procurement 
of good bleſſings (ſhadowed to the bringer 
under the portion he carried away to eat 
and feaſt on) made by this Ottering, whence 
| they had the name — Sp, 


Dr. Cudworeh's, Diſcourſe Peace-Offerings, becauſe they 


concerning the true Norion 
of the Lord's Supper. 


brought Peace to the Altar to 
the Prieſts,and to the owners. 
Theſe | Sacrifices .were alſo 


Quod repleret wvoluntatem nan by the name {N27 


omnium. Sic P. Fag. cx - 


D. Kimchi. 


O81) 2 Sacrifice of ful- 
neſſes or plenties, being offer- 


| ed pro beneficio obtento vel obtinenda'a Domi- 


no , as Mercer, for a benefit as obtained, fo 
for one to be obtained. Let then the natural 
tendency of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, as it was 

| | a (Sa- 


_ by Chriſt's Sacrifice. 79 
a ('Sacrificium poſiulationis ) Peace-Offering | 
for all blefſings to be obtained from God, 

be conſidered, and ſee what Teaſon Faith 


- hath to. reſt confidently and quietly, affured 


it ſhall not be left deſtitute of any bleſſings, 
which the efficacy of this Offering could 
'procure, the friendſhip of God reconciled 
can afford, and the enlarged regular defires 


- of the ſoul can demand. I need as little 


prove. that Chriſt's Sacrifice was vertually 


_ all kind of divinely inſtituted Sacrifice, as T - 


need to prove to a conſiderate Chriſtian, that 
as an Euchariſtical Sacrifice and Euchrical 
Jointly it was deſigned [pro obtinendis bene- 
ficiss] to obtain bleſſings, whereof certainly 


. It hath no whit failed; as L might at large 


prove if it were needful. The promiſes are 

made to godlineſs, 1x 7:7. 4. 8. and theſe 

promiſes confirmed in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1. 20. 

It is for his ſake we may ask what we will . 

In Faith, and receive it when we ask, or 

better than that we ask. When God gave ,,, ., . 
us his Son, with him he gave us all things jer:,474 wp. 
alſo. And. whoſo hath by Faith a title to 5s in ve- 
Chriſt as his, the ſame man hath by Chriſt /ir«”: com- 
a title to all things. Note well that of the IR 
Apoſtle, Whether things preſent, or things to Veflris in- 
come, all are yours, for you are Chriſt's, and ſerviunt 
Chriſt :s God"s, x Cor. 3. 21. So all is yours ; commodis. 
away then with thoſe diſquietudes which a fame _ 
Philoſopher would controll; which a Chriſtian ,,,"";,00,.; 
ſhould conquer, Let not their reaſon outgo /piriris res 


our Faith, Though thou mayeſt deride, it is rhe eſt cum— 


eantam Co 


_ piam rerum quas natura beatiſſime fundit aſpexeris emittere hane 


vocem= Haeac omnia mea ſunt. Sic fit ut nal ſapicns cupiat quis 
nihil eſt extra omnia. Seneca l. 7. C. 3. Lauda. Jac. Cappello. 
buſineſs 
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buſmeſs of a great ſpitit, on view of that abun- 

ce which uature happily poureth forth to ſay, 
all theſe things are mine. - So comes it topaſs 
that a wiſe man covets not any thing, becauſe 
more than all (which is his) there 1s not any 
thing. Baniſh therefore thy diſquieting 
thoughts;zand turn thy cares into a ſtream of 
diligence, to ſecure to thy ſelf thar-Chriſt is 
thy Sacrifice, that he. is thy Paſſeover, and 
then this as conſequent of thy interels in 
Chriſt, wil be thy comfort and thy peace, 
whatever I can need bon4 fide, whatever .I 
can deſire ſana mente, I may expect from the 
recovered Favour-of my God, and the tran- 
ſcendent worth of Chriſt*s Sacrifice. And 
truly I would be content to miſs what I can- 
not find in theſe jointly ; nor would I ſeek 
what others have to their loſs gained out of 
Chriſt. Ler my portion be what this un- 
parallel'd Sacrifice hath procured for me in 


the Eternal world among Saints and Angels, 


and ler mine allowances in this tranſitory 
world, be the additionals which the wiſeſt 
love, and the ſafeſt moderation can give and 
receive. It is not poſſible we ſhould want 
any one mercy which is but a few degrees 
removed from the leaſt and Joweſt, after God 
hath given one which is infinitely greater 
than all we enjoy beſide. Who gave him 
who is more than all, will not. fail to give 
every one. that we, can ask, ſeeing ſuch are 
infinitely leſſer than that he hath given alrea- 
dy. Well may I bluſh at my own unreaſon- 
able fears and doubts which return upon me, 
and difquiet me when F compare my ſelf and 
my deportment after this expiating,pacifying, 

| "perfect- 


© 6y Chriſt's Sacrifice. 
perfetting Sacrifice offered to God for me; 
with the Heathen or a Jew and their deport- 
ment after the offering up of their Sacrifices. 
. They would rejoyce, reſt content, and con- 
fidently promiſe themſelves a wiſht for proſ- 
perity, and abundant confluence of good 
things: They promiſed themſelves great 
things on ſlejght or no gronnds, and oh di- 
ſtruſtful heart of mine ! I can hardly believe 
and expe conveniencies from God on the 
higheſt aſſurances. But hereafter I will en- 
deavour my Faith and Hope with Joy and 
Peace, ſhall exceed theirs as much in its con- 
ſtancy and ſweetneſs, as it doth exceed theirs 
in the ground and foundation, 5. e.. as a ſub- 


ſtance exceedeth a ſhadow which was Jews, 


or nothing which was the Gentiles Sacrifice, 
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org. ſome . ottier Conſiderations 
of Chrift's Death, Jet me.acquaine 
you with this, that Chriit Dyed 
Aa. a Teftator ; one peculiar, and fin- 
gulat circumſtance in his dying was this, that 
he was to die, and by death confirm his laſt 
Wilt and Teſtament; arid this is very fir, ſea- 
ſonable and proper for a Sacramental medita- 
tion; vhis is a very fit and ſeafonable object, 
and rmatter for our fniedirations at a Sacta- 
ment, and from whence our graces may be 

*F 2 aftuated 


Chriſt Died a Teſtator. 
atuated and improyed. In order whereunto 
I ſhall do theft five things. FEE 

?. I ſhall ſhew that Chriſt did die as a Te- 
ſtator, as-a loving careful friend, making his 
Will. Next, + -_ -_— 

2. That the Remembrance' of this kind 
- of Death of our Lord, doth well ſuic with a 
Sacrament. Next, 

3: -Fhat ſach a Remembranee will advance 
grace in its growth; this more general. 
Next, | | 

4- What -particular graces the renewed 
Remembrance of Chriſt dying, and ordaining . 
his laſt Will or Teſfament, will advance and 
improve. And Laſtly, | 

5- What are the- ſingular motives proper 
to each of the fofementioned graces, and 
peculiarly ariſing from this kind of Death, 
which improve grace. Al] which I will with 
what brevity and plainneſs I can diſpatch in 

ſo many Chapters. 


pe 


CAP. I. 


Tx Firſt thing which I ſtand bound unto, 
is the clearing of the truth of this Poſi- 
. tion,or Foundation of my diſcourſe, viz. Thar 
Chriſt Dying, did Die as a Tovying and careful 
Friend, confidering the ſtate, and providing 
by Will for the future good of his Kindred 
and people; Chriſt Dying, died as a Teſtator, 
as one ordaining his laſt Teſtament. Let there- 
fore theſe things be conſidered, As, 


Set. 


Chriſt Died a Teſtator.. 
Set. I. | 


T. That he diced ſtized, and poſſeſſed of 4 
great and vaſt eſtate of which he had the abſo- 
late diſpoſal. He was Lord of Heaven and 
Earth ; and could give what ever he pleaſed © 
of the one or other unto his peculiar people. 
Ir is true, he acquired. a'new title and right by 
his death, but ir is as true that he had an un- 
queſtionable title and right to all, both the 
Glory of Heaven, with the grace that pre- 

ares and fits for it, and to the goods of the 
Earth with power to -give to. beſt pleaſed 
him. - He did veil his glory, and in the daics 
of his fleſh forewenrt the exerciſe of that glo-. 
rious royalty which was his due equally 
with his Father ; but he never did diſſeize, or 
diſpofſeſs himſelf of that inheritance which 
by the right of <ternal generation from the 
Father, and which by the right of creation 
Jointly with the Father he was, and will be . 
ſtill ſeized and poſſeſſed of, thus the Heavens 


were his, the Earth alſo ; He was heir of all qch. x. 2; 


chings. Now could it be likely or indeed ima- 
ginable'that ſo great an heir, ſeized of ſuch 
. an eſtare, ſhould die and not dipoſe of it ? 
had it not been wiſedom to diſpoſe of it'to 
ſome or other, if he had had no dependances - 
' that needed it? the worth of the eſtate would 
have adviſed this if the indigency and want 
of the kindred had not perſwaded to it, But 

Indeed, pe 2 | 


-Pſal. 2. 8. 


"Rom.Ig.11 
Pſal, 110.3. 
Rev. 7. 9. 

Heb. 11.12. 


s Rev. 3, T'7, 


Chrift Died a Teſtator, 


Seft. 2. ; 


2. This great\heir had a very great kindred 
and alliance, were even poor enough; for 
the greatneſs of his kindred, they were ſcar- 
tered over all the earth, he hath ſome of all 
Nations z they were as the _ from the _— 
of the morning, an innumerable com which 
Y man conld namber ; as the ſand ny ſea 
ſhore, ſo was his kindred to be. And as they 
were many, ſo likewife were they exceeding 
poor; they wanted much, for they had by 
prodigality ſpent all ; they had waſted their 


' goods, 'God gave them a good portion, did 


ſet them up bravely furniſhed, hut all was 
gone unleſs. a little which the mercy of their 
Creditor ſpared to them to live upon. There * 
was a Judgment taken out, only mercy for- 
bore the Execution. Now conld ſuch a mul- 
of poor needy kindred be forgotten and- neg- 
lected think you by ſuch a Dying Friend ? 
and how ſhould he have ſhewed himſelf of 
the kindred, but by giving them legacies at 
his death ? If their pnworthy deportment 
was ſuch as would diſengage any other, yer 
it could nor difengage him, who would do 
what þeſt became: his affetion, not whar 
beſt ſuited with their. deſerts. Take there- 
fore this farther into conſideration, ' © ' * 


Sect, 3. | 
3. That this great Heir bad a oſt bearty 
aud unparallePd” : a4 of pity and love ſor 


all his poor kindred,* Re loved them with a 
es 7 ; "IS 6. IE i | $ 3 i SEE EIS tf | love 


Cbrift Died a T:ftator: 

| love greater than the love of women ; he 
did bear the love of a friend, a father, of a 
husband ;' his love to his was ſo great, none 
could have greater ; for it was that cauſtd 
hin to die for them. Now having thus loved 
his own, he loved: them to the end ; and 
love hath a good memory, it will not caſily 
forget. I am ſure Chrift did neither abate 
of his love, nor forget them he loved, which 

erſwadeth me to conclude, that this great 
Heir fo dearly loving his poor kindred,would 
certainly provide for them, and leave a Will 
or Teftament behind him, which they ſhould 
all be the better for ; which I the rather in- 
Elite to believe he would do, becauſe 


Sett. 4. 


4. His poor kindred needed ſome ſuch due, 
lawful, and valid At or Deed to convey his 
eſtate unto them. For Chriſt knew, and he 
hath given us to know, that we were not his 
' Heirs at Law; nor .could we have claimed 
or recovered any. part of it by the Law; we 
had loft all our right, made forfeiture of all 
we once were pofleſſed of, and God the great 
Governour and Lord of alt, had (as we know 
Kings fometimes do) given alt rhe eftate of 
the condemned: Traitors to his Son, and by 
eſpecial gift had eftated him in it. Ak of 


ame, and F will grue thee the Heathen far thine pſ2), 2, 


inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth 
for: thy poſſeſſion, And we are bleſſed with all 
ng blefſings in him. Our ſin was our 
death, and-cut off al} our claim and title to 
F*F4 every 


&$, 


- Chriſt, Died aPBoſtutor. 


. lem eam commoner i 1O0 "FF deſirable; good.., Six 
Creaturam cum Creator 3 ot | 

ſocrabat. TheESalm.de rib. PHP 
Foeder. ſect. 33,1. 


Natural Coms, 
| jaine the Crear 
ought 2.3876; 4h; þ zenafpip ., with! \the, 
Lo outs al Crearonr;s 3gthe Learned Prom 
ſeſlors of Sdimur oblerve.:, And God hath (tt: 
forth, this emblemarically,.in;the diſpoſleiling 
and eje ng, pers gue pl, Paradiſe What - 
ever Gqd,.beſtow's. now... he. beſtow's is in, 
and thropgh . Chriſt with , him he giveth all 
ehings alſo,; This being. the caſe of Chriſt's 
poor friends,» what more likely way of be- 
friending them than by Will?:what ſurer. way, 
than by ordainipg his Jaſt Will and Teſtament? 
fince they had no title by, Law preceding his 
gift ; nor could they have any title any other 
way. He gave it therefore by Will, that it 
might be ſure to come to them.” | 


.aboliſped uw! 


SefF- 8... 


5. This great Heis died in perſet# memory, 
and with En that excelled the meaſures of 
the wiſeſt men. who ſet and keep their houſes in + 
order ;,, he died not (as ſome men do). of a 
diſeaſe;that ſhquld diſable him to ordain” his 
laſt Teſtament, but.was his,own  man., unto 
the Jaſt;z, he manifeſted this in his care of his 
mother, his charity towards. the ſinfal mur= 
therers, for whom he prayed: &c. I would 
add more proofs, but that. it would | wrong . 


- your Chrittianity, and. call that-ingo queſtion. 


He is not. worthy the name of a Chriſtian, 
that is Jo much 'a ſtranger to the Death of 
Chriſt. In.a word, he, as well knew his 
friends necded he ſhoulg give to, them, ff hs 
*-$ $ | 65 4 a9 5c ERNED- % new: 


hi 


Chrift\'Djed a Teftatoy." 
knew his enemies needed he. ſhould forgive 
them ; as he did in pity pray -.for-the one, - ſo | 
he did in love. and* care;;provide for the 
other. ,..And dying friends-uſually;do provide 
in. their Jaſt Will or; Teſtament, eſpecially if 
they have what Chriſt had, þ-; 


b -Sett; 6. : 


»»6. Time enough to diſpoſe of his eſtate. Some 
wiſe men. leave | their, friends. whom they 
dearly loved ill provided, - becauſe the ſur- 
prize and+ ſuddenneſs - of death preventerh 


- them; - But our Loyd, this great- Heir of all 


things, - could not be. ſurprized.; be. knew 
when his hour was, how it approached ; the 
knew all that eoncerned- others ; he knew 
what was -in Man, and therefore could not 
bur know all that concerned himſelf, and his 
Death. Out of all which circumſtances I do. 
adyenture to conclude, That Chriſt did be- 
fore his Death ordain his laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, and in it provide for his poor kindred, 
out of that: vaſt-eſtate which he was ſeized 
of; which he: poſſeſſed and inherited in the 
right of his infinitely Excellent Nature, his 
Primogeniture,his Powerful Creation,and the 
Donation of his Father, when Man had for- 
feired all, 'and all eſtreated . unto God the 
King and Saveraign of Man, ''In ſum, Chriſt 
had time enqugh wherein to do this ; he had 
good will enough to move him to it ; he had 
eſtate enqugh-to furniſh and enrich them, and _ 
his poor kindred had need :enongh. And 
what:then/ think we could: hinder him from 


making his Will ;. or what ſhould diſſwade ug 


from believing it? And 


"Ori Died a Tilt 


| frorh his humiliation unto death. He humbled 


himſelf, ahd: brownie obedient unto" death; 8c, 
Wherefore” God. hath'y given him a' name, Oc. 


that every tongue” "ould -coufeſs that ſus . 
. Chriſt is Lord, 'Chriſt'who died, and becauſe 


be died, hath this rice given him, #1 is Lord, 
and'this title is' 8iven-to him oF God himſelf, 
(39% Smed Lon) iyacticeſe) Gods bath exalted 
him, and/given'to bima gloriotts'Title { Now / 
this is nora ſwelling Title withbut-power, or 
riches to befriend'and help his people ; 'fuch 


' vain Titles are ſometimes given" by man to 


man, but never- unto any. by God himſelf; 
far he ever inveſts power 'with the Title 
he conferreth; and ſuch a power or Autho- 
rity as became: both the greatneſs of the 
giver, and the greatneſs of the receiver could 


- *n6t be leſs then 4 full uncontrolled; and law- 
full power of: making a Will or Feſtameti, 


giving out legacies-to his'indigent kindred 
and friends; ſuitable to all this is that of 7ohn 
Io, 17. Therefore Aoth my Father love me -# 
cauſe I lay down my'life' 8. Note-well 

ChriſPs laying down his life, 2 e. Dying for 
his ſheep, is is ſer down as ofie cauſe why the 
Father did ſo Jove him. Now. becauſe the 


. Father loved him, he hath given, or put all 
things into his hand, 7ohu 3. 35. Lefr them \ 


all to his diſpoſa].” Theſe two places of St. 
ra do in efft&&t ſpeak this very Janguage, 

hat the voluntzry Death of Chriſt ſhould 
procure his 'Father's love 'ro:him, and this 
love of his'' Father ſhould beſtow a power 
and.right on/Chriſt ro diſpoſe of. all things, 
All which -was exactly, and punttually per- 


fortned to Chriſt after his Death, as well as 
largely 


Mk... | 


<1 


' Cbrift Died aTeftator, 
largely, pramiſed, and:.contrated for, . upon 
Cot that he ſhould ie;the promiſe Was 
made ,on,..condition; be; would die, and the 


right. to: all contained yin, the promiſe, was . 


conferred upon him, becauſe he died, and; this 
right 18 expreſſed by St. Zobn thus, he hath pur 
all things into his hand, becauſe he 'fovea 
him, and. he loved him. beceuſe he laid-down 


his life: .. Thus Chriſt. acquired a right-over. 


all by his Death, and: at his Death diſpoſed 
of it for the good and, benefit. of his pevple, 


whom he made his Heir by Will 'or Teſta- 
ment,which is yet. farther, confirmed by theſe 
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pointing by Will or Teſtament: 
on which paſſage the Learned 
Beza hath this Note ( beſide 
 what-is cited-in the Margent) 
| © Theſe words being the words of 
| Chriſt, + rs, now to-his 
Death, carry the form aud 
ſhew of a certain Teſtamentary 
Diſpoſition, to which the A- 
poſth alludeth, Heb. 9.17. 
More might be added tg elu- 
cidate and clear the word .in 
this its ,moſt proper and na- 
tive ſignification bur, | ; for- 
bear that now. - Let, it ſuffice 
| that- Chriſt .uſeth a word in 
|, this. place, which naturally 

| importsthe making of a Will, 
and ſo leadeth us to confider 
bim as3 Teſtator, as one be- 


two places, ,viz..Luk..22: 29. 1 appeint- into 
you a K ingdom, Lappeint (ſo we read itat 
large) but the Greek doth. point our an ap- 


» 

Atemviua vilg, diſpono, ali, 
Lego, Ex illa formula dc, 
Lego in Teſtamentys uſitats. 
Nomen enim 'AraSiung, pecu= 
liariter de "[ —_— diCte 
eur. Reza inloc. 

Hec- Chriſti ud mortem pro» 
porantss verba ſpeciem habent 
Teftamentariz cujuſdam dife 
poſitions quo allufit Apoto> 
lu, Heb: 9.17. \ 


Vox Teftamenti Latina,Grey 


cam vocem d\aSinns reſtrine 


git dd Feoderis gratie aco- 
noniam 'Teſtamentariam — 
&c. Joh. NY VL 
Diſpur. I. ſect. 2. ' 

AuaMnn, notat declarationem 


"valuntatis ultime, &c. Joh. 
Cocceius de Foeb. c. 13» - 


ſect.470. 


fore 


gy © Chriſt Dieta Telator. 
ore his cath apppitting and prdaining his 


-aſtTeſtament. - 
' The ſecond place » oye. pf 
Latinis auribus nota exat. Se P al, Heb. N T6, | 
| ( Vox Teſtamentum') Synifi- where there i5 4 7 Yen ; 
| ' Care—n rebus  vivalibus ex* (there rear of meceſſiiry be the 
| eremam voluntarem de rebus __ the Te For a 
quas poſt mortem qu. fiers_ Tefrbent is of te af after _ 


| Sek Noe. Bened. Arerius in 
prologum. add-Nov. Teſt. aft that Sd it. Fi 
| | ' ftrenge h ut all wh 
| roy ropes In Which y words the Foot 
argue the —_—_ Dad perean of the 
| Covenant or Promifes in Chriſt, and'proveth 
| ir-by this known Argument. They are the 
| ; Teſtamentor laſt Wil of Chrift, which Chriſt 
| the Teftaror hath byes death FT 
| * #ft Ocgonomia Teſftamenta- confirmed beyond polſibility 
Yo _ confmande 4p of a chan IFhat ook how 
=" Toh | Cloppen POE fare and - rm the 14ſt Will is 
Teſt.Ver. diſp. 1. ſect. 2. When he who made'it is 
dead; fo ſure and firm are 
the Promiſes to us; 'for they * the Teſta- 
t 


- > nag ment of our Lord confirtzed th us by: his 
Zabers ra- Death. For Chrift wonld have bis Covenant- 
giouem Te caſt 3nto the mould of a Teftament or Loft Will 
Ntaments properly ſo called. 
— 7 w acob. On theſe places Tconclude this firſt point 
Cappelins Chrift did not die inreftate, but did otdain 
3 his laſt Will ete he dird; and fo his Death 
 Ioqibe be conſidered by us "as the Dearh of a 
tor, who being our friend, matic eg Joſt 


Will for our good and' benefit ; ; for by W 
he harh AT very great things ro an 


CAP. 


Pn Fe Cap. bbs 


þ 


oof Ter men oh to med; 


His; in the Former Chap: NE wha 
L underrogks; or a5-leaſt done fo: much, 
that we' may; without-ertaur noir medita- 
tion conſider Chriſt Dying'a Teſtaror, 1 atm 

in this Chapter: xo ſhow; that the meditations 
of Chris Death,as itwes. the Neath.ofa Te- 
$:0Fs Gove well fic with AO ATIA 


1. Solh Is 


'..-T, Fixfs: Cakes hts are JR JEP ts 

Chriſt ad for in ehoſe expreſſi Ao which he f-/ 
in, the firſt appointing and adwiniffriug; of this 
Ordiuance: when. he choſe to ſpeak of it at a Te- 
ftament. Among many.names web\ might have 
been Seen pedang.: which are gorten. into uſe fince, 


gur-Lord: -asthisz, 1c 5 Mar: 26.28. 
be keel of t he, New, Teſtement, arid iris: 7he Mark 14.24 


| New Tine mp: Blogd;Now a; Feftamens EK 


th, our thoughts. to:the- Teſtardr ; and 
indeed, primarily, or in-the firſt though 


ſecondarily it ſignify a-Covenants And:though 
co the requen uſe of it iv-theinotionoff a 
$. Us;the labour ta prove-this; 


why oe «> lignify:' 4 Teſtamen+ 


nt Qs, Ng 6: mon Lond on em 
as from; 9116.071 
Where © ond doubt it denotes a laſt will, 


And the Third 'of the” Gat. ver:Te, If it be 
gra: s Coycnanm (or Teſtamens). (fox it 


Is 


22.20. 


+ 96 _ » Chriſt Our > thagke, 


.  'is hex, may with very/gobd ſenſe be un- 
Parews ix derſtood of a Teſtamentary Diſpoſition, or 
tec. Crelius Jaft Will as'it is'alſo intr reged by ſome, Hu- 
_ mane teſtimony both, * Yo, Hiſtorians and 
| Lawyers pledding this 'oſ& of (Ha21%1 ) Teſta- 
ſtament might be added. _ But I refer you to 

the foregoing Chop. latter end; In one 

we may well ſuit our 'thoughts* to -C 
words. His words rtiay very. well -be both 
the matter, and the rule of our meditations; 
ſo that we need not fear that we erre in'our 
thoughts ar-a/Sacrament, when our rhoughts 
do not wander from Chriſt's own words; we. 
do ſurely entertain right, and ſeaſonable me- 
ditations, when we*® entertain. ſuch as Chriſt 
ſuggeſteth, who no doubt did purpoſe to 
lead. our: minds by his ſelect phraſes | and 

words. . For,. 
Firſt, This beaves an ancforms analogy, this 
exatty ſniterh with the manner of Antient Sa- _ 
cr aments which afforded  ſedſonable matter of 
meditations in- hs, Sacr amental phraſes,and ex- 
mY preſſiqns theniuſed as circumecifion'of the fore- _ 
- skin 8c. [Direfed them'to'think of circum- 
 ciſing'the heart, and the cutting off the luſts 
of the fleſh, the Pafſeover by-it's very name 
"on = thoughts: of the Jewes to meditate oo 
Tan. the ls :paſſing -over theit. Houſes, w 

re» je he did finivethe ap." This, Peſach, 
zntervalls, ſpake;"the Angels oblervitg- 1//atl's habita- 
: eo gr tions,. and. his-leaping as it-were over-them, 

gpoinkl gf ? but laying his hand on the £7 prians. T! 
cnlus mercy: remembred is Linuwel's. cape, for” as 


matta wi 
Is die menſis Primi————=guo admonebantur -\Ifraclite ihers, 


itcher, in verbum. 


t10nts i e zfſis contigerat 'per Jaltum quem ; Dew fecerat,, & 
1 


Conr, 


18 
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much as the ſword of the Angel rebounded 
from e£gyftians to /fpjtian,ſtill' flying over 
1fracl; and the name of 'the Memorial is 
Pafſeover. 'In, like manner God hath ſet his 
Bow in the Clouds, a ſign which he hath ap- 
pointed to mind us of his Covenant promiſe, 
no more to deſtroy the VVorld: by Water ; 
ſach Analogy between Sacraments and Things 
exhibited under them was of old; and there 
is not any reaſon why it ſhould not continue 
ſill. | 
Secondly, Each Sacramental ation doth 
lead us, and guide our thoughts to Meditations 
that befit the Seaſon, and ſuit well with the Or- 
dinance. The taking, giving Thanks, break- 
. Ing, the Bread, pouring out of the VVine, 
Giving, &c. theſe all have their proper ſig- 
nifications, and ſuggeſt ſuitable and ſeaſona- 
ble Meditations. And no doubt if each aCtion 
do ſo offer matter for our meditation ; every 
exprefſion will do it as well, eſpecially con- 
ſidering. | 


Thirdly, That words and expreſſions are the Sdulore 
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moſt proper” and natural ſigns of things, They ,.»,udray 


repreſent things to our thoughts more lively 
than ations do words are the Candles 
which light you ; things are the rare- pieces 
which ſhould entertain your thoughts ; words 
are but like glaſs Caſes through which you 
may diſcern, and view, and recreate your 
thoughts in beholding the curious Needle- 
work, or Penſil 'of exacteſt Artiſt. Such 
are the words of Chriſt ; here they ſhew us 
what kind of love he bare toward us, what 
render care he had of us, what full, ſure 
and ſcaſonable Proyiſion he made for us. &c. 

” 6 This 


' 987 Chriſt -a Teftator proper Objeft 
This is that admirable and unparalleFd piece 
which lieth within the Glaſs of his words, 
and which we may ſeaſonably meditate on 
any time, and moſt ſeaſonably when we ſhew 
forth his Death. 54 

Fourthly, The words | and expreſſions of 0- 
ther places of Scripture, 'and in other matters, 
haue been the guide and matter of the Saints 
Aeditations. SO David: meditated on the 
word of God. Pſal. 119. 148. Daniel thus 
employed his thoughts. Dan. 8. 15, 19, And 

. the bleſſed-Virgin laid up the words which 
. were ſpoken, and ponder'd them, Lake 2. 19. 
Now if. there - be any ſpecial exception a- 
gainſt the like entertaining our thoughts in 
weighing the words of Cheitt in this caſe, let 

it be preduced, _ - p 
Sy Laſtly, Plain, fgnificant, inſtructing words 
eas : =— do hardly awaken, oy keep up , and ſtrengthen 
ipſa re con- our Aeditations, and Conſiderations ſuitable to 
entire ut the nature, end and ſolemmity of this ordinance ; 
> eſet © 2nd Chriſt who knew our great ey , who 

riſto dig- ._. a | 

na, qui ſeſe Pitied us under It, and who purpoſed to help 

51am veri-us againſt it, would never puzzle and perplex 

eatempredi- our minds with words atid expreſſions Aliene, 

Thef. $a), Vhſuirable, and far remote from the things 

' de uſu &c. WE ought to conſider ; Chriſt would rather 

Cxnzx, &c. make it a more eaſy thing, than a more 

Sect. 14. . difficult, to fall into ſeaſonable meditations 
by following the drift; meaning and deſign of 
of his words, which containing a Teſtament or 
laſt Will, lead us at a Sacrament to conſider 
Chriſt dying as a Teſtator, as our Friend-in 
love, care, bounty and fidelity providing for 
us by Will, ſuch thoughts well ſuic the Or- 
dinance of. the Lords Supper, . _ 
; | Secondly, 


- 
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to meditate on at the Sacrament. gg 
Seth, 2. | RS 
. In his (libs 
2. Secondly,Such thoughts well ſuit the Sa- NY! _ 
crament of the Lords Supper. For then our mitur extre= 
thoughts, and the things themſelves agree ; there ma FilizDes 
:s an harmony between the things themſelves voluntas i, 
contained in the Sactament, and the thoughts lama 
of the Communicants. The nature of the things x9; poſt more 
and our thoughts do then center and meet tem ſiram: 
together ; and there is moſt ſuitableneſs, £am habe- 
where there is neareſt agreement, Now L — 
have ſufficiently proved, that Chriſt did make {j,ni;nice 
his laſt Will, and that he died & Teſtator ; ;nſtirutiones 
the Sacrament of his laſt Supper is a ſhewing &c. D- 4* 
forth this Death ; and unto this do your Te | 
thoughts agree, when ns run out into Me- Tron 
ditations on Chriſt dying and making his laſt 
Will.So that more needs not be added to this , 
SecondArgument; by which it appeareth how 
ſuitable ſuch thoughts are,agreeing well with 
what is repreſented to us, and how ſeaſonable 
our thoughts are, being drawn out at ſuck 
time, as theſe things are repreſented to us. 
Thirdly , edit ations on Chriſt dying and 
making his laſk Will and Teftament, ao well 
ſit this Sacrament ; for they do well ſuit with 
the ends of this Sacrament. There are among 


- others four eminent and unqueſttonable ends 


of this Sacrament; to all which, theſe 
thoughts exactly agree; of all which in as few 
words as I may,l do purpoſe to ſpeak. And fo, 

. 2. Firſt, A publick and folemn Declaration 
or Profeſſion of this great Truth, That Chriſt 
Jeſus the Meſſiah hath died according to the 
Scriptures, and is riſen again Jiving in the 
glory of his Father, with whom we have 
*G 3 Com- 
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Chriſt a Teſrator prope#Objett 
Communion in every Sacrament until he take 
us to the Glory of the Father, or come 
again to us in the Glory of the Father. E- 
very Sacrament is a taking out a Certificat 
that Chriſt died, and: was buried, but that 


v R223 be is riſen from the Dead. Every time the 
C2>”NBread is broken in a Sacrament, we tell the 


Ifa. 53. 


THy 5 To72 Tus Poweions WH 
tis Tac 1421uutyH;," SEC. 


— F acientibus Teſtamenta in 
procinttu veluts ad Certam 
mortem eundum foret. 
Vcllejus Parerculus. lib.2. 


world that our Lord was cut off out of the 


Land of the Living. The pouring out of 


the Wine ſpeaketh his powring out his blood 
unto death ; and for proof hereof, we pro- 
duce his Teſtament and laft Will ; the laſt Will 
of our great Commander, who made it (7: 
Procinfttu) When he was girt, and in his Ar- 
mour juſt ready to enter the conflict, where- 
in he laid down his life for us. The excellexr 
Morals and H iſtorian Plu- 
tarch zells ws, it was the 'cu- 
ftome with the Roman Soul- 
diers to make their Wills 
when they ſtood in Battel-aray. 
Iam ſure when they went 
on a hard and dangerous de- 
| ſign,the more conſiderate a- 
mongſt them, made their laſt VVill, as the 
Roman Hiſtorian reports of their Souldiers aſ- 
ſaulting Trebonia' 3» Spain, - Our great, and 
Glorious Captain knowing that his hour was 
come and that he muſt dye for us ; diſpoſed 
thus his eſtate by VVill or Teſtament, which 
proveth the truth of his Death as fully as any 
VVill duly proved by courſe of Law proveth 
that the Teſtator is dead, Now certainly 
good evidence to the truth of Chriſt's death 
muſt needs be very ſuitable to onr'publick 


&eclaration and Profeſſion of his death and fo 


muſt . 


Chriſt Died a Teſlator. 


muſt ſuit-with this firſt End of the Sacra- 
ment, which is to ſhew forth his Death until 
he come. The valid and irceverſible Teſta- 
ment proveth the Death of the Teſtator. 
Now ſuch a Teſtament we have exhibited in 
the Sacrament; and who employs his 
thoughts on this meditation, employs them 
ſo as they agree with the End of the Sacra- 
ment. | 

2. Secondly, Chriſt intended the renewal 
of our lively affetions toward him Dying 
for us as another end of the Sacrament of his 
body and blood. He did therefore appoint 
this Ordinance to continue after. his Death, 
that it might keep the. affeCtionare remem- 
brance ofhis love alive in our hearts. He would 
not have his Death forgotten, neither would 
he have jt kept in memory without the vi- 
gour and ſtrength of our love. His friends 
were dead in fin and miſery ; at that time he 
remembred theſe dead friends with life of 
affections, and now his living friends muſt not 
remember him with dead atfeCtion, A lifeleſs 
atfection is next neighbour .to no affeCtion ; 
and th remember with ſuch affeCtion, is very 
little more than quite to forget. Now none 
of us ſhould ſo forget our Dying Lord ; we 
could not ſee him dying as they did, Zak. 23. 
v. 27, who followed him to Mount Calvary, 
and ſaw him with their bodily eyes; yer in 
every Sacrament of his Supper he is eyident- 
ly. ſet forth dying among us; and ſo every 
one of us muſt rememþer him ; every place 
in the Church may put us in mind of our 
Lord ; bur the Table and the Craſs do more 
particularly and lively ſet our remembrance 
| 6 on 


Chriſt a Teftatoy proper Osjet? 
on work, Sic ocalos ! Sic ille manns ! &c. Let 
me ask the queſtion, did you ever loſe a dear 
friend who made you a Legatee in his Will ? 
or appointed you Executor of it > how did 
your  affeCtions ſtir, move, yea melt your 
heart when you read oyer the Will ? when 
you came to demand your Legacy, did you 
rexeive it with dry eyes? Let us beſtow our 
affeCtions in reading over Chriſt's Will, as we 
would beſtow them in reading over the Will 
of a tender careful Friend, and then I am ſure 
we ſhall frame our hearts to this ſecond end 

of the Lord's ſupper, and demean our ſelves | 
as Chriſt expects we ſhould at his table. We  {} 
fhall remember him with love for his loving 
remembrance of us; we ſhall remember him 
d with deſires of his return and coming in glory | 
ro make good all that he hath bequeathed ro | 
us, to put us in poſſeſſion of all that which ) 
the Sacrament repreſenteth and ſealeth to us, 
we ſhall ſay make haſt come quickly oh ! 
Lord. | 
3, Thirdly, A folemn, publick and conſtant 
return of Thanks and Praiſe to the Lord, is 
a third end of this Sacrament. 

Chriſtus voluit ſacram ſuam Chriſt would have his holy Sup- | 

cenam eſſe mortis & paſſio= pey be a perpetual remembrance, | 


ns ſue, noſtreque per eam *',,. (fhic Neath an | 
2 peccato moree aiabolo f 4 d P aſſion, 


capers T: eurm Mon- and as of our deliverance from 


WOT und (9-no re ea propter ſon, death znd the Devil, fo of 
_ gratitudins 5 obſervantie our ' gratitude and obſervance 
| puramy/£. _— would he have it be a publick ( 

de Licurg. & Ling. Ignor. 7efimony ; as that Learned @ | 
part 1. th. 5. © © Profeſſor hath expreſſed his 

Sip | ſenſe and apprehenſion of this 

matter. We can ſcarce meer with any one 
perſon 


> % 


oth te EY x 


ef 
«af P 
”; 


_ to thy pretences and profe 


to meditate on at the Sacrament. 


perſon amongſt the loweſt: and meaneſt Pro- 
feſſours of Chriſtian Religion, ſo little inſtru- 
ted in the nature and end of this Ordinance, 
as not full well ro know and openly profeſs 
it is an Ordinance appointed for continuing a 
thankful Remembrance of our Dying Lord. 
We cannot read any Writer Popiſh, or other, 
but in their writings of the Sacrament,cvery 
page is full of it,z the moſt : 
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uſual name of it is Euchariſt, Evzz5i2, and the Syriack 


which ſoundeth out Gratitude 


Verfion hath borrowed 
this Greek word ro exprels 


and Thankfulneſs; ſo ſome {| of in 4.2.42. & 20.7. 


render and tranſlate Bread, ir where *agr& is rendred by 


Atts 2. 42. & 10. 7. broken .X't9D72\8 
in the Sacrament, and call it . 
the Breaking of the Euchariſt ; but I will 
ſpare my time, pains and paper, and appeal 
lows who goeſt 
tothe Lord's Table : I know thou canſt not 


acquit thy ſelf ro thy Brethren with whom - 


thou communicateſt, nor to thy own Pro- 

feſſion, unleſs thou declareſt thy deſire to 

- ++ qi thankfully the Death of thy 
ord, 


Now the Love of Chriſt remembring thee - 


by Will in his Teſtamentary diſpoſition, hath 
in it very many ſtrong and prevailing per- 
ſwaſives to thankfulneſs, and will certainly a- 
waken the ſober.confiderate ſoul unto grati- 
rude, and. ſo will excellently well ſuir with 
'the ſeaſon and the duty of feaſting with our 
Lord. Of which more ſhall be ſaid in our fol- 
lowing diſcourſe if the Lord give leave.Mean 
while the greatneſs of our legacy, rhe free- 


neſs of loye in the legator, the unworthineſs | 


of the legatees, the certainty of our future re- 
celving 
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Cbrift a Teftator proper Objeft 
ceiving it; the preſent enj6ying more if ſo be 
we would ſet our ſe]ves'with more, diligence 
and ſearch to enquire into the deed of gift our 
Lord hath made to as. Theſe I fay will cer- 
tainly perſwade us to conſtant acknowledg- 
ing our debt of thankfulneſs ro our dying 
Lord, 

Our life ſhould be a perpetual thankſpive- 
ing to Chrift, but a Sacrament is the ſolemne 
day of Thankſgiving which Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed. He did find the' Jews keeping the 
Paſſeover, ſo he hath ordained the Chriſtian 


Feaſt of his ſupper in the ſtead thereof, and ſo 


ro be kept : the Apoſtle tells us that he re- 
ceived of the Lord what he delivered ta his 
Corinthians, and he delivered unto them this 
cup of Bleſſing : this minds you of the grea- 


1 Cor.10.16 teſt gift God could give, and muſt not be 


Teuſitata © 


Incopnita 


_ am fee 


citqte. 


Cana in 

eum "ol 
comparata 
eſt; ut ſit 


Communtor PI 


Jookt on without your heart in your eye. Go 
too then, think as you'can of him who hath 
_ _ you heirs by his' will, fpeak of it as you 
3 can. I miſtake if you do not think Gr ſay (this 
came to paſs by an unuſual and wonderfy] 
happineſs) as the Hiſtorian ſaid of that will 
which made the people of Rom? heir to a 
Kingdome: ' Be yowas juſt to the Remem- 


brance of your Lord, and ſhew It your 


thankfulneſs. 

4. Fourthly, Another great End of the Sa- 
crament, and which Chriſt intended in ap- 
pointing, it was,. that union and communion 
might be preſerved: and continued among Be- 
lievers: + It doth therefore bear the name of 
a Communion ; and Chriſt hath prepared this 


65 charitats Chriſtianonum vinculum inter by Foes: Th, Thalm;de 
ſect. gh: 


uſu coen. Hom. 6's I. 


Spiritual 


to meditate ow at the Sacrament. 

Fpiritual Feaſt to keep up ſpiritual friendſhip. 
Chriſt would have but one Table for Belie- 
vers, - that Believers might have but one 
heart for each other. Chriſt hath put them 


'all together at his table, that they mighr 


keep all rogether in love, and be but one. 
Mark well with what text the Apoſtle urgeth 
this Union and Communion among Saints, 
Ir Cor. 10..17. We being many are one bo- 
dy, for we all partake 'of one bread. But 
now alas ! that is made a cauſe of contention 
and ſeparation, ' which was appointed a means 


of union and Chriſtian friendſhip ; of which L 


might juſtly complain, were this fit time and 
place. Bur I conclude this in © 


the words of the Learned Sacra Symaxis ecft dileftice 


Ig5 * 


Profeſſours.; The holy Commiu- ## fidetium meer ſe conteſs 


fſeratio quedam. PP.Salmur. 


nion is a certain ſignal mark of *4. 11 & necef. coen.Doms 


' the love of the faithful one to Diſp. 1. Sect. 42.” 
- another, Now I fay, the laſt 


Will of Chriſt dying a Teſtator, conduceth 
unto this; and therefore the meditations of 


Chriſt dying 'a Teſtator, will ſujir with the 


Sacrament, and do well become a Communi- 


cant. View but a while, oh ye quarrelling 


Believers, how you have -all one common 
great friend! ought you noat'be one in him ? 
Have you not all one title? and may you 
overthrow your Brother's hope without 
overthrowing your own ?'are -all men care- 
ful to preſerve unity, whoſe welfare is en- 
dangered by diſcord ? and will you be' leſs 


' than men? Inone word, Chriſt hath put you 
- all into his own Will,and made you Legarees, 
- Joint-heirs : how well doth\one Will become 
| them,'who are thus-one in the Will of Chriſt ! 


' oh 


Chriſt's Teſtament 
oh divide not in your wills and affetions, 
you are undivided in the Will of Chriſt ! ſuir 
your conſiderate thoughts to the bleſſed ends 
your Dear and Dying Lord-intended to!pro- 
mote z enlarge your thoughts on the parti- 
cular conſiderations and reſpects in which 
he died ; draw down theſe reſpe@s unto the 
ſeveral graces and duties which they will 
awaken and ftrengthen, and I hope in a Sa- 
crament [you ſhall find your Profeſſion and 
Faith confirmed, your Afﬀedtions enlivened, 
your Thankfulneſs enlarged, your Union and 
Communion with Saints ſtrengthened and 
ſecured, by a due application of your medi- 
tations to the Death of Chriſt dying a Teſta- 
tor, and ſo will find by experience what I 
have ſaid, that theſe thoughts well ſuit a Sa- 
crament, becauſe they well ſuit the ends of 
the Sacrament. ; 


Mis. 


CAP. III. 
Chriſt's 'Teſtament Influenceth our Graces. 


Am now to treat my Reader with the en- 
tertainment of his thoughts on the third 
propoſal which pretends to make it appear, 
that due conſiderations of Chriſt's dying a 
 Teſtator, making his will, and compriſing all 
his friends in it, may improve the growth of 
grace; ſuch refle&ions on this kind of death 
do well comport to the communion; they do 
alſo well advance the graces of the commu- 
nicant; they do befit the ſolemnity ; they be- 
nefit_ the folemnizer, which I ſhall attempr 
to illuſtrate and prove in the general by theſe 

_ following arguments. Set. 


Influenceth our Graces. 


Set. x. 


x. Firſt. That ' which awakens the ſoul to a x Argued 


diligent ſearch and enquiry into the word, and 
into its own ſtate, will advance the growth of 
race, Grace is of ſuch a nature, it growes beſt 
when moſt ſearcht, as health by medicines 
which penetrate the ſecreteſt places of the 
diſeaſe, and expe! the moſt hidden, hurtful 
humours : out ſpiritual Balm healeth beſt when 
ſelf-examination openeth our wounds and ma- 
keth way that the Balm may ſink and ſoak to 
the bottom, Now the conſideration of Chriſt 
dying a Teſtator, and making his Will or Te- 
ſtament,will awaken us to ſuch a ſearch 8 en- 
quiry. It is almoſt natural to us when our rich 
friends dye to enquire what Will they made, 
and who are remembred, and what they are 
remembred in, eſpecialy when they hear that 
all the kindred and all the friends are re- 
membered in the Will, and have ſomewhat 
given them ; upon this the conſiderate Chri- 
_ begins his ſearch of theſe two things at 

eaſt. Wes 
1, The Jaft Will of Chriſt which is con- 
tained in,and to be gathered out of his word. 

And next, He 
2. Searcheth his own Pretences to the 
Friendſhip and Kindred of Chriſt; for the 
word affures him that the Lord Chriſt hath 
bequeath'd all to his Brethern and Friends. 

Hence 

3. A Third thing is concluded by the con- 
ſiderate Chriſtian piz, The ſtrengthning his 
alliance to.Ghriſt, and making ir more firm 
- and 
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and ſure, which is moſt effeCtually, and only 
done by adding grace to grace, and bringing 
forth fruits of grace; thus will this ſearch 
occaſioned by this Death of Chriſt improve 
grace, | 


Set, 2. | 


2. That which anſwers the doubts,and whith 
removes the diſquieting fears of the gratious 
foul doth improve ppt :n the ſoul, Doubts are 
the ſouls earth-quakes, which ſhake the foun- 
dations, and weaken the ſuperſtruCfture; theſe 
doubts once well removed, and theſe fears 
once well blown ovyer ; the ſoul reſteth on a 

| good, ſtrong, ſolid foundation ; and all that is 
| laid upon it ſtandeth the faſter and ſteadier. 
Theſe diſquieting fears are Langaores anime, 
The conſumprive decaies of weak grace, let 
theſe be taken away, and grace recovers to a 
healthful vigorous and ſtrong habit z they are 
part of that ſpirit of bondage which attends 
a weaker, and leſs grown grace; and as theſe 
fears are diſpelled, and the prevalence of the 
ſpirit of bondage abateth, ſo (the Pharrheſia) 
that boldneſs and child-like confidence of 
grown grace increaſeth with an increaſing 
meaſure of the ſpirit of Adaption, from 
which ſpringeth . an univerſal increaſe of 
Atq; adop- grace : ſo they who are ſealed with the ſpirit 
tons; illwus of Adoption, have ſtill found the power of 
—_— ;_ that Adoption by the ſpirit of. SanCtification. 
ion Ae 4 Now, I ſay, Chriſt Dying a Teſtaror, and lea- 
ficante, PP. ving us” his laſt Will or Teftament ..ta medi- 
Salmur.de tate upon, hath left us a good anſwer to our 
| ESTTg doubts, and the/due.meditations of the ſoul 
ct, 1% on the laſt Will of Chriſt, will much diſpel 
; Our. - 


Infivenceth our Graces. 


our fears, . and quiet the ſoul, For whereas 
there are two ſorts of fears which afflict a 


gracious ſoul. | 
x. A fear it ſhall miſs of Glory. And 

' £, A fear it doth want truth of grace. 
Chrift by his laſt Will hath ſecured the betie- 
ving ſoul againſt both theſe fears; againſt the 
firſt by giving a Kingdom and Glory to ſuch 
by Will; he appointed them unto a Kingdom, 
to a Glorious Crown. Againſt the ſecond by 
bequeathing the ſpirit of Truth and Grace 
unto them, to lead them in holineſs unto the 
end; and this Will of our beſt Friend who 
Died to confirm it, is a very ſure Title on the 


ſacred reverence 6G authority of laſt. Wills and 


Teſtaments , 


which tnuſt —— Legum ſervanda fides, ſuprema volunt as 
be ſacred and Qi9d manaar, qu Jubet parere neceſſe eſ?. 


Aug. Impet. de vol, Virg. 


inviolate whea 


the” man is Cy mand of Laws muſt duly be fulfil!'d 
dead; how And ſo muſt tharour dying friend laſt will'd, 


much more 

when he who died once, hath for ever con- 
quered death, and lives for ever to ſee his 
own Legacies both beſtowed and enjoyed, 
which peculiar to: Chriſt our dying friend, 
gives greateſt encouragement againſt ſuch 
doubts, and might very well caſe us of all 
ſuch fears, and ſo be an excellent defence and 
prop to weak grace ; whence will ſoon fol- 
ow a conſiderable_growth in grace. 


: Sett, 3, : 

3 That which = gory the truth, certainty 
anda immutability of the promiſes, improverh 
Grace, 4 need not give long Proofs of fo 
| known 
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Precipuum known a Truth, the promiſies are the obje&t® 
&S maxime of our faith, the good things contained in the 
Proprzum 0 . : 
jectum Fide; Promiſes are the object of our hope, the 
fitum eſt in grace and mercy making the promiſes is the 
rome "_ Load-ſtone of our love. In one word, we are 
Salm. de made partakers of the Divine Nature, we 
Fide.ſect.z, do purify ourſelves, aud perfect holineſs 

through theſe promiſes, Grace js as the vine, 
the promiſes are the frame which beareth up 
and carrieth the vine which: thriveth beſt 
when it reſteth on the ſureſt and' ſtedfaſteſt: 
frame. Grace is a ſpiritual building which 
*Emryſcianro needeth a ſure Foundation. Such is the pro- 
ods miſe which, as the word of God, is in it ſelf 
Gong. ſure and ſtedfaſt, for it is impoſſible that God 
ſhould lie, Tit. I, 2. &. Heb. 6. 18. Yet 
to. this tlie Lord hath ſuperadded the confir- 
mation and certainty of a Teſtamentary diſ- 
poſition,or laſt Will,making, all the promiſes 
in Chriſt, and making them all ſure, and un- 
changeable by the death of Chriſt, whereby 
2 Cor. 1.20, they become to us(Nna &'Awir)yea and Amen, 
that we might have ſuch aſſurance as ſhould 
render it next to a moral impoſſibility for us 
ſoberly and deliberately to doubt them.Now 
all this is excellently effeCted by reſolving and 
moulding the promiſes into. a laſt Will or . 
Teſtamentary diſpoſition, which .is of ſuch a 
nature, that it becomes unalterable on the 
Heb.g.1 Death of the Teſtator; for a Teſtament is 

19-"7* of force after men are dead, and ſo the law 
In publicis Maxim enſureth us, that what the Jaw is in 
Lex,in pri- publick concerns, that a: laſt -Will in private 

; vets Teſta- concerns is for enſurance and firmneſs. . In 
—_— fir- brief therefore, the laſt Will of Chriſt Dying 
baberur, Confirms the Promiſes to us, what con "_ 
| 
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| the promiſes confirms our faith and hope 
with other graces, faith and hcpe confirmed 


BY do greatly tend to purifying and ſanRifying 


our hearts, and making our life fruitful : in 


$ theſe things lieth the growth and improve- 


ment of grace ; ſo that due reflefions and 
right manage of our thoughts onChriſt dying 
a Teſtator do as is ſaid, improve the com- 
municants Graces, 


Sel. 4. | | ns 
4. That improves grace which doth ſoften the 


heart, and as it were ripen it unto a mellow 


remper , as the ſhowers which ſoak into 
the earth in the ſpring time, which ſoften 
the earth do both prepare the way that ten- 
der roots of trees and plants may ſpread a- 
broad and root deeper; and alſo do afford 
nouriſhing moiſture and ſap whence the 
verdure, bloſſom and the fruit it ſelf; ſo it is 
here a hard and rocky heart is as unkind, a 
ſoil for grace as ſtony ground is for Corn ; 


neither can take root to any good purpoſe. 


Trees of righteonſneſs are planted by the ri- 
vers of waters, which is a tender ſoil, where 
the water courſes divide themſelves and run 
out into many branches, gently and kindly 
ſoftening the ground. And though ſome 
vines of the Lord are planted in high Moun- 


taines naturally hard and barren, in proud and. 


hard hearts,. yet theſe hearts are. like 


' plowed ground, laid a fallowing and mel-- 


owing, and: ſo. prepared for the ſeed time 


every high Mountain is_ laid low before 


Chriſt. In one word, the pleaſant Lillies do 
grow in the Valleys, low and ſoftned grounds, 
| oO 
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fo _ thrives beft in the humble and tender 
ſoul. Now there are ih the Jaſt Will of Chriſt 
niany,both common and ordinary, as alſo Sin- 
gular ahd extraordinary motives and induce- 


- Mmenits to tendereſt aftetions towards Chriſt. 


Whatſoever cauſe -any true friend, any kind 
Brother, any dutifu] Child can ſee in the care, 
love and bounty of his Dng Friend Brother 
or Father, expreſſed and contairied in the por- 
viſion made by ſuch one for him, that, all 
that, and more, may the meditating and con- 
fiderate ſoul ſee in the laſt Will of Chriſt 
to melt him into affteftions for Chriſt, in 
whoſe Death he may ſee love living, and 
growing ſtrong when life fainted and grew 
weak. And as his Tveines, and heart grew 
empty of blood, both grew full of love to you and 
ve. $0 he evo his own to the end. What in 
particular We common and ſpeciall motives 


are, I ſhall qot now ſpecify, bur reſerve them 
to another more fit place, thus you have the 
ſum of this fourth argument before you itt 
the next place. 

| "1 "Dilt. Fe 


. That improves our graces which endea- 
reth the Lord feſus to'ns ; what increaſeth otr 
love to Chriſt doth increaſe our holineſs, and 
addeth to or graces; love will long for a more 
cloſe union; love will ſtudy the moft intire 
complyance; it will ambitiouſly ſtrive to ad- 
vance, and honour; it will without ceafing 
endeavour -to pleaſe. That ſoul is moſt en- 


deared to holineſs and moſt ſtudious of holi- 


neſs, which is moſt endeared to Chriſt, and 
moſt in love with him; ſuch a ſoul keeps his 
Commandments, * | Now 


f 1 ack : \ 
Influenceth our Graces, lg 

Now the view and conſideration of Chrilt s 

laſt Will and Teftament will ſurely endear - 

Chriſt unto the ſoul ; there the ſoul ſeeth the 

real Teſtimonys of his Saviour's love. Laſt 

Wills -or Teſtaments are thoſe i» whic2 we Qvibus afs 

profeſs all our affettion. After this men can do /*1992 ome 

no more, at this time therefore they will do Ro Es 

what they can for their. beloved Friends. This qc Form. _ 

love is an immortal love attempting to fill the 

ciſtern 6 to leave it full when the fpring head 

dryes up; it is a love ſurviving Death, when 

the lover cannot, a peice of Friendſhip refcu- 

ed from the hand and power which kills thy 

Friend. When 74504 could live no longer to 

love his oſzph, his love could not die but 

fleeteth from his feeble dying heart, and re- 

poſeth it ſelf in the ſacred and unviolete 

treaſury of Facobs laſt Will; where it doth, 3nd 

ſhall ſtill-ſarvive both the Lover, and the Be- 

© loved; in this you diſcover 79ſep5 had a dou- F232 y 

ble ſhare in 7acobs love. When D2vid was ro Hy m8 

make his laſt will you may fee which of all IR 

his Sons had moſt of David's heirr; to true is gy go 2, 

It that /aff Wills are e9:nwinaows of the heart » King. FRE 

through which we may fee the living alfettion of 

our Dying Friend. This is undeniably true of 

the laſt Will of Chriſt, who looks into it firiil 

ſce the deareſt love, the rendereft afteQ io; 

the faichfulleſt friendſhip,the ſeaſonable!t care, 

and rhe fulleit proviſion, and who ſeeth this 

can do no leſs than wifh he had a more dear 

affection to return for that which is ſy incom- 

parably grater than al} other, 
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Seft. 6. 

6. That improves Grace whic ſhakes off 

ſecurity _ and awakeneth out of ſlsth ; ſecarity is 


the l:thargy of the ſoul ; and it muſt be cured 
or the toul Dyeth, ſloth is that ſcorbutick 


| diſeaſe of the ſoul which weakens all iis gra- 


ces, and takes ofi the edge of them, and this 
mtyuſt be removed by a vigorous exercife of 
that ſtrength and life which yet remaineth in 
Grace, or Grace will decay, witHer , and 
dye; rid the ſoul of theſe two,and Grace will 
ſuddenly recover it ſc}f and grow. Now it is 
unqueſtionable that the Taſt Will of Chriſt 
carricth in it ſufficient conſiderations ' to a- 
waken the ſoul out of pernicious ſecurity and 
ro quicken it unto vigorous diligence. For all 
the legacies of Chrilt are conditional, requi- 
ring either precedent conditions, or enJoining . 
ſublequent conditions of love and obedience; 
and this love with obedience will be found 
ſuch as will take up all thy time and ſtrength; 
ſet to. it ſo ſoon as thou wilt, here will 
be work enough for thy Chriſtian'care. They 
wi't find life fhort, love long, work weighty, 
ſtrength weak. The Philoſopher rowſed him- 
felf with this,/ra brevis ers longa,life is thort, 
Art is long. Chriſtian, took over Chriſt's 


expectation expreſſed in his Will and Teſta-- - 


ment, and write this preſently as thy moni- 
tory, Vita brevis, Fides longa, The time of 
Life is ſhort, the work of Faith is long ; and 
rowſe up thy ſelf both from ſecurity and 
ſlath ; make hafte to do thy Lords will,. 
that thou mayeſt have large ſhare in the Jaſt 


Will . 


, 
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Will of thy Lord. When a very rich gift is 
given by Will upon conditions and reſerva- ' 
rions, and all revoked from every claimer 
who performeth not thoſe conditions, and 
diſpoſed ro others, who will do, and have 
done and performed the conditions ; how 
great care and diligence\doth this awaken ? 
how ſpeedy is the conſidering Legatce ! 
what haſte dath he make to perform! leſt 
non-performance of his duty thould diſcp- 
point his hope, and cut off his claim. Chri- 
ſtian , thou haſt the Inheritance given by 
Will, and that Will preſcribes thee thy daty; 
and if ever thou jntendeſt to put -in claim for 
ir, look thou put thy hand ſpeedily to the 
doing of what is there enjoyned thee. For Tl 
rell thee, thy Lord who made the Wil], who 
preſcribed the terms, who enjoyned thy per- 
formance, and before whom thou muſt make 
thy claim,” is not now dead, bur liveth ; is 
not far off, but near to thee, ſceth and ob- 
ſerveth all thy ſloth and lazineſs, and will re- 
ject thy ſuir,and dafh thy prerences,and con- 
found thy hopes, unleſs fight of his Will 
quicken thee ro do his will. 


; 10218 des F Have performed, 'if not as I wonld, yet 
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| Gracts enumerated Improvable by he laſt 
Will of Chrift. » 


Ut, ut Ports ( as Berraid ſaid ) asT could the three 
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fnſt parts of may Promiſe. FT ſhall now. en- 
deavour the performance of the fourth, viz. 
Jn a particular enumeration of: choſe graces 
which I apprehend may be much improved 
by rhe” conſideration -of Chriſt*s Taft Will 
or: Teſtament renewedly remembred- at” rhe 
Communion .of the Lord's body. And _ 


. © Sott; IT; 


x. Firſt, Faith is one Grate which 1s im- 
provable by dus managing © our thoughts 'of 
Chriſt's ordaining his laſt Will ere he djed, and 
dying, to ratifie ard make his laſt Will firm and 

. 7rrevecable. This gives us greateſt aſſurance 
of the truth of the Promiſes, and fo addethk 
to the evidence of things that are not ſeen. 
Man verily believeth, and boldly pleadeth 
his title and right to the Legacy which his 
dying frierd bequeathed to him, 
; Sect, 2, 

Secondly, Hope and Expeftation of enjoying 
tbe good things promiſed, 1s another grace im- 
provable by the applitation of Chriſt”'s Death 
dying a Teftator and ordaining his laſt Will. 

| The 


d Y | FS 4 #7 at EY 
by 


Wheaes Senſe HE LI Dar ye 


. &y the daft Will of Chriſt, "a7. > 
The certainty of future enjoying, and the 

goodneſs of the thing to be enjoyed, is the 

life of hope,the root and ſtrensrh of it. Now, 

the. goodneſs of that we expect, and the cer TIeo9 fee F 
tainty of our future enJoy ment, are Jointly £3499, 8& 

contained and declared in the Jaſt Witl of our 32577944 
Lord,ro which in more particular manner we {77755 #9" 

Ton to ſpeak, 


$1; 08> 35 

-F Longing defires of ſurer ratereſs in the 
Covenapt or Teſtament of Chr:ſ/, and dere of 
nearer union unto Chriſt, 1s 1inp rovab) 'e Up- 
on the reflections of our ſ{crions thoughts on 
the Death of Chriſt dying and making his 
VVill. Every one whe pecgerh, wouid wiſh 
himſelf of the kindred, and affinity of that 


- Tich, bountiful and kind friend, who enricherth 


alt his-kindred by his large Legacies at his 
Death ; and he will defire to be ſo related 
unto Chriſt, who duly conſiders what may 
be obtained by Chriſt. 


Sect, 4. 
4. Love to the Lord, and a high priz 1717 « of his 


perſon and coiicernments 1s an or Er r Grace of 
the believer ;mprovexzle by tis meditation Of 

hriſts Death as the Death of a Tee 
Every one honoureth the remenibrance, and 
ſpeaketh well of him who doth liberally, and 
wiſely provide for-his indigent and needy 
relations; ſtrangers do value luch an one, and 
much, more doth his inzenuous and conſide- 
rate Friend, 
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Graces enumerated TImprovable 


Seft, F. 


q. Zeal to his' glory and hononr, a fpiritmal 
ſervency of heart in all that ſuch a Friend is 
any whit concerned in is another qualification 
of a believer and this alſo is improved by the 
due manage of our knowledge of Chriſts laſt 7 
Will and Teftament, Were there bur little E 
cordial Friendſhip in the heart of a believer i 
toward Chriſt, yet a little Friendſhip would 
kindle much Zeal for ſuch love and bounty as +» 
is expreſſed by Chriſt in his Will and laſt 
Teſtament, to us. 


Sect. 6. 


| G. foy and Gladneſs «n the Lord the heart 
will rejoice in uts own intereſs 1» Chriſt, and 
glory in Chriſt, when the great and good £ 
things done for it by Chriſt, and ſerled upon s 
It by the faſt Will of Chriſt, are known and ; 
duely confidered. It is a vanity yer common 5 
among men to glory and rejoice in their rich 
Relations, and in their ample eftates given to 
them by the will of ſach Friends ; bur it is 
yo vanity ina believer to rejoice and glory 
in his large Legacyes bequeathed ro him 
by Chriſt for the greatneſs and goodneſs of 
theſe things (with the unbeleif and vilifyings 
which others caſt upon believers) their bopes 
and their Lord do warrant, yea call for it. 


Sect, 


by the Laft Will of Chrif. 
Seft. 7. 


7. Thankſulneſs and grateſull return of 
praiſe nnto him who hath ſo remembred as, is 
another grace improveable upon the conſi- 
derate obſervance of Chriſt making. his Jaſt 
Will; and upon our meditating on his will itfis 
ſo apparently due, that every one doth uſher 
in the mention of a Legacy or great gifr by 
will with chanks to the Giver ; I thank him 
he remembred me. 6e. 


Sect. 8. 


8. Humility and a lowly temper of ſoul, a ſo- 
ber eſteem of our ſ:lves (who have what we 
have, and do hope for all that we can expect, 
of free gifr) is another grace of Chriſtian ha- 
bit improvable by due and ſerious confider- 
ing Chriſt's laſt Will agd Teftament made by 
himſelf before his Death, and confirmed by 
his Death. We had been all poor ſneaks, and 
pitifull beggars, if ir had not been for this 
rich and great Friend of ours. I have heard 
men blow down' the pride of ſome, (who 
were ſet up as we are by anothers bounty, ) 
with ore blaſt ſuch had not been worth one 
groat if his Friend had not pur him into 
his Will; fo do thou Chriſtian conſider, and 


ſo ſay. 
Sed. 9. 


9. Patience in ſuffering for Chriſts ſake x 
'nay Patigut bearing all the afflictions of our 
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Graces enumerated Improvable 
whole life, is another grace which may be 


. much inorcaſed by our due obſerving and ap- 


plying our thoughts unto Chriſt's laſt Will or 
Teſtament. - He can never ſufter 'too much for 
Chriſt, who hath ſo much given to him by 
Chriſt; nor may he be at any time weary of 
the labour he undergoeth for Chriſt who: un-- 
derſtandeth what is his legacy in the Teſta- 
ment or Will of Chriſt, 


Seft. 10, 


Io. Sorrow for . doing ſo little ſor him, and 
grief for doing any thing ar any time axainſt 
Chriſt, is another effect of our meditations 
and due obſervations of the love of Chriſt 
manifeſted: to us in his Jaſt Will. This part of 
repentance is . improveable by theſe like re- 
flections on Chriſt Dying a Teſtator, and pur- 
ting us into his Iaſt Will. If there be any in- 
genuity left among the Friends ofa Dying 
perſon who giveth largely to them all,though 
they all did ſlight reproach,oppoſe and wrong 
him, this gift will draw out tears for their 
former carriage toward him, 


Sect, © oY 


II. Setl:d purpoſe to live in ſuture dayes 
more worthy of, (at leait with endeavours 
after a carriage and deportment which may 
be more anſwerable to) the love of Chriſt 
Dyizs for as, and fo carefully and bountifully 
remembring us before he died. Renewed 


obedience is another effect which will-be 


promored and advanced by ſuch thopghts. 
Sect, 


by the laſt Will of Chrift. 


Sect. 12. 


12. A loving and peaceable diſpoſition to- | 


wards believers, our joint Legatees, Who were 
in the hearr of Chriſt as well as we, and 
who are by the Will of Chriſt made joint- 
'heirs with us. - Charity and Brotherly-kind- 
neſs is a' grace improvable: by theſe ſweet 
influences of Chrilt's love equally providing 
for them and us by his Will; we ſhall be con- 
ſtrained to love thoſe whom we know Chriſt 
ſo loved. And thus you have in this Chapter 


the brief Summary of what graces may be. 


increaſed. Now the ſpecial influence which 
the IMt Will of Chriſt dying hath on the ſoul 
for the. increaſe of each of theſe graces, 
will occaſion the reſuming of them in - the 
order I have here laid down, and ſo will be 
our employment, and your farther enter- 
tainment in the next Chapter, 


CAP AV: 
Faith Improved by the laſt Will of Chriſt. 


J this Chap. I foreſee I ſhall be much lon- 


ger than in all the former ; and its length» 


will neceflitate me to caſt it into more 
branches :. for I muſt diſcourſe | particularly 
and diftinctly on thoſe twelve Graces men- 
tioned in the fourth Chapter. I ſhall allot 


therefore a particular Section to each parti-. 


Ft. cular 


F21T 


Faith Improved 


. cular Grace, in which Sections I hope to 
clear it, That the Jaſt VVill of Chriſt hath . 
a ſpecial Influence on the conſiderate medi- 
rating ſoul to improve its Grace. 


Seft. I. 


T7. The believing, meditating and conſide- 
rate Communicant may improve his Faith by 
the conſideration of Chriſt's laſt VVill : there 
lye hidden many inducements unto Faith, 
and very ſtrong {upports of Faith; all which 
conſideration will draw forth, and likely 
enough in ſome ſuch order as this ſome of 
them may be drawn ont. 

Now the Scripture tells me, that Fa#th is 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for ; a perſiva- 
ſion of -the certain future accompliſhment of 
thoſe things which are pro- 


Credere eft perſuaſum eſſe de 
veritate alicujus rei. PP.Sal- 


mur. de Fide, ſc6t. 1p. 


mifed to the Believer. To be- 
lieve, is to be perſwaded of the 
truth of any thing propoſed to 


| be believed. So that the more, the clearer, 

; the ſurer our perſwaſives and arguments are 
to believe, the: ſtronger will be our Faith 
and Afſent to the Truths which are propoſed 


and argued ; 


Perſuaſio non fit aliterquam 


admittendo aut introducens=" 


ao in intellettum eas rationes 
eaque argumenta quibus us 
naqueque res ſeſe veram eſſe 
demonſtrat. PP. Salmur, de 


Fide Difp. 1: ſect. 15. 


the ſtedfaſter and more un- 
moved will our perſwaſion 
be, Which is wrought in us 
orher manner than by admitting 
or letting into the underſtand- 
ing thoſe Reaſons and Argu- 
ments whereby each thing de- 
monſtraterh it ſelf to be trac > 
VVhich paſſage of the Learn- 


ed Profeſſours is a yery fit Expaſition of the 


Apoſtles. 
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by the Lafl Will of Chriſt. 123 
Apoſtles words. Heb. 11. 1. Faith is the 
evidence of things which are not ſeen, it is gs. 
the condlufion of the ſoul, arguing with it{h Y\cnouw- 
ſelf from the evidence of truth, and from voy. . =, 
the certainty of thoſe reaſons which are diſ- 
cuſſed, and throughly pondered; as then,there 
is more or leſs evidence and certainty in the 
promiſe or word on which our faith and per- 
ſwaſton is built; ſo there is more or leſs 
ſtrength in our faith or perſwaſion , and a Confirmat-- 
certainty which grows greater and greater, fidem quod 


. will produce a faith which grows greater 774275 #* 


t mapgis Per- 
and greater like wiſe. Let us then ſee ps. —_ 


what increaſe. of our perſwaſion: and faith, ee prom!/- 
may be made by the laſt Will and Te- /ionem, &c. 


ftament of our Lord. In which thou haſt. F-?- Sal. de 


Sacram. in 


Firſt, All the common inducements of a gcn. ſect. 54 


firm perſwaſion which are as much in this as 
in any, No man's laſt Teſtament, tan have 
more grounds for the enſuring us it is firm 

and ſtable , ' than his laſt VVill of Chriſt. He 

was in ſtricteſt propriety, a Perſon who 

might optimo jure, in beſt right make his 

VVill. He had wealth and riches, ſpiritual 

Riches, fulneſs of Grace and merit ; he had eſtes ſimtin 
Jarge demeaſhes, was heir *of all things, he primes 4:jc:- 
could ſua legare, bequeath his own ; he did 2% 97 
alſo make his VVill by his death ; he confir- a ate 
med -all the promiſes, and made them the .oque reſtes 
Legacy of every Believer. He did condere jurt. -Teſics 
Teftamentym , ordain his Teſtament. To ©7477, 901+ 
which he added ſufficient VVitneffes : to him wy 4 
give all the Prophets and Apoſtles witneſs, ::am Angels 
that whoſoever believeth in him hath good 9nmesq; Prr. 
title and right to eternal Life; he bequeathed Bcn-, oy 
it by VVill, and adhibwit refs, * call'd in Jon ad. 
. Wit- Marth. 


veneer erced 


Faith Tmpfoved. 


Witnefſes. And farther, he publjſh'd his'Will, 
ſent out-his: Apoſtles, who declared Chriſts 


' death, - and the Believers life. Every Miniſter - 


of Chriſt i is one by. . whom Chriſt ſtill pub- 
liſheth this Will of his. Now.if thou who 
readeſt this, hadſt fuch a Ground of Plea for 
an-inheritance;wouldft thou not fay,thou hadft 
a good Title 2 wouldſtthou fear to claim thy 
Legacy ? wouldſt-thou not ſue the Execu- 
tor rather than loſe thine inheritance ? when 
thou ſhouldeſt read what thy dying Friend 
commanded to be written, what witneſſes are 


* toit, how plain. and full he made every thing 


be written & publiſhr, would notthy perſwa- 
ſion grow as thou readeſt?So then it is.in this 
caſe, every promiſe is reduced into the form 


of a will,and the more thou readeſt and con- 


ſidereſt, - the more wilt thou diſcern the ſta- 


_ bility and the certainty of the -promiſes. The 


words which thou believeſt,& on which thoy 
may'ſt claim, and make good thy claim to 
any promiſe, ir is the Legacy-thy dying Lord 
Rath bequeathed bhee. Say then-before: thou 
goeſt tro the Lords Table, I am; now prepa- 
ring to renew the memor! ;al of Chriſts death, 

and what thoughts am I to entertain-? ought 
they not to be' thoughts of. the precious 
promiſes whieh are compriſed in the Lord 
Jeſus, in whom they are all ,yea and amen, 
made to us -in him before-he-died ; made 
moſt ſure to us by him when he died. And 
who dares go about to reverſe what, he hath 
ſo. confirmed ? who ſhall preſume ' ro” annul 
and make void his will ?: I ſee others believe 
their intereſt in the Jait will of their Friends ; 

F know I am the Friend of Chriſt, and in his 
Will, what then ſhould make me doubt ? .. 


by the Taft Will of Chriſt. 


- - = * ” e . . ; 
Nay'I will endeavour to' have as iuv:olatat 


fidem, inviolate and unſhaken Fajth as I have 


inviolate and Sacred ground of Faith in the 
laſt Will of my Lord. 

Secondly, The Believer hath yet more to 
increaſe his faith, and to confirm him in the 
perſwaſion that there ſhall be a performance 
of all that is promiſed. For it is all made 
ſure by the Jlaft Teftament of him who.could 
nct exceed his own treaſures ; he hath\, not 
given larger Legacies than his eſtate will 
bear; though his Gifts are great, yet his 
Eſtate will make them good. He is heir of 
both Worlds, with all that is in both : he 1s 
beir of the world to come-; and he is pro- 
prietary of all grace which fits for Glory ; 
and he is alſo Proprietary of all Glory fitted 
unto Grace, that is prepared and apportio- 
ned unto Grace. He is Lord of this preſent 
would : although we do nor yet ſee all things 


- put uncer him, yet he is the man of whom 


David ſpake, Pſal. 8. witneſs the Apoſtle, 
Heb. 2. He ſhall inherit all Nations : he is 
a King, whoſe dominion is over all. In.one 
word, the greateſt wants, the largeſt de- 


- fires, the higheſt expectations of his kindred 


could not be roo much for his Treaſures. 
Though none ever gave as he hath given; 
yet none ever did or ever ſhal! be put to a- 
bate or to forgo. any part of his Gift. This 
oh believing ſoul is / peculiar to thy Lord ; 
his Riches will pay all his Legacies. 

Say then to thine unbelief, what is it thon 
ſtickeſt at ? where lieth the difficulty 2 are 
the.promiſes ſo rich, they exceed the Eſtates 
and Treaſures of this world ? do they a- 

MOUNT 
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Faith Tamvred. 


**motint to more than all the world can make. 
uþ ? why till they are not greaterthan the 
Riches of both worlds: and remember thy. 
ſelf; he hath both this, and that world 
which is to come, at his diſpoſal, and his ' 

wo Bequeſts are to be disburſed and pajd out of : 

CR both : will both be enough ? cannor the fal- 

which the ſs of the Earth fill thy emptincts ? why 

Arab, reads the Earth is the Lord's , and the fulneſs 

Qricquid eſt thereof; the World is his, and they that 

71 Cas dwell therein. Baniſh thine unbelief which 

ordinarily ſtumbles moſt at the wants 
and ftreights of Chriſtians in this life ; and 

EvoySeit bo- look to the laſt Will of Chriſt which is unto 


mo 4m Godlineſs. He bequeaths all the promiſes of 
k ma @is 7 the life that now is, and of rhat which is to 
_—__ «, come. Oh now where is thy faith ? what 


forbids thee to be perfwaded of the truth. 
I Tim. 4-8. of the promiſe of Chriſt ; he hath not laid 
' It on an uncertainty, much leſs on an un- 

truth : he hath not given ſo much, if his 
Goods will amount to it. He hath not as - 
that beggarly Cardinal, given much, but his 
Legatees muſt find it out. No, but he had 
enough to give what he hath given ; and e- 
very one ſhall in due time have all char Chriſt 
hath given;there areAſlets to pay theſe debts; 
believe, than that thou may'ſt receive. See 
how much greater cayſe thou haſt ro believe, 
than any man can have to expect from the 
Teſtamentary diſpoſition of a mortal friend 
who may pollibly out give hisEſtate,butChriſt 

; thy Friend, did net,could not out-giye his. 
3. Next conſider, as he had wealth both 
ſpiritual, eternal and temparal ſuſficienc to 
Ie his leagacies, ſo he had Fhich 

whic 
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which cauld not, and loye in ſincerity which 
would nor err in the ordaining of his Will 
that ſo any Legatee ſhould Joſe through the 
ambiguity or defect of his laſt Will. He need- 
ed none to. direct him how to make a will 
which ſhould hold good, and be vyalid-tg all 
the intents and purpoſes of his love tawards 
his poor Friends. He is that &5 NeweSemg, that 
one Law-giver whoſe wiſdom directeth to 
the . making Laws good, profitable and ſea- 
ſonable for his-Church, He is that Lawgiver 
whoſe ſoveraign authority giyes validity, and 
warranteth his word for a law to his Church. 
He is the King of his Church, and his Church 
knows not a law beſide the ward of his niguth. 
And the words of his mouth are right; there 
is nothing forward or perverſe in them, Prov. 
8. 8. Now then ſee what farther ground of 

firme perſwaſion .thou haſt. Oh believin 

ſou], to affent co, wait for all that he har 
promiſed ! all which he hath compriſed and 
ratified by his laſt Will. Read over the promi- 
ſes, weigh them duly, and ſay to thy ſelf ata 
Sacrament, all theſe promiſes were confirmed 
by the laſt Will of my Lard. Whoſe death I 
am to remember and conſtder with reſpect 
to the nature and notion of kis Death; and 
this his Death was the Death of a Teltator, 
of one who made his Will ſo wiſely, ſo con- 
ſonantly to the law,viz. Of grace and mercy, 
ſo agreable to the holy will of God, 6 
plainly and fully far the canſqlation of his 
poor Friends, that go one of his poor Friends 
all eyer be defeated, diſappginted, or inju- 
red in their clajm, and plea,.their title by gift 
and will is {a good,that nothipg but a nerve 
| elire 
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Faith Improved 
deſire, a ftraitned heart a ſcanty apprehenſion 
of it can leſſen their portion in it; the fulleſt | 
apprehenſion, the largeſt heart, and the vaſt- 
eſt deſire according to Chriſt's own Will, ſhall 
have the beſt and greateſt ſhare;in theſe gifts: 
get then apprehenſions ſuited to theſe excel- 
lent mercies: enquire and learn what mer- 
cies are offered, repreſented confirmed and 
ſealed in the Sacrament, what privitedges are 
there, (by God's charter and grant) given, 
and conclude of them; all theſe were put 
into Chriſt's hand. He hath diſpoſed of them 
to his, as they need, as they defire, as they 
want, or wiſh. And. that they might be ſure, 
hath ordained them by his laſt Will a Legacy 
for all-who underitand, deſire, ſeek and wait 
for them ; and leſt any doubt ſhould diſcou- 
rage yop, I pray you reinember ; Chriſt the 
wiſdom of his Father could not want ſuf- 
ficient skill, and Chrift Dying for us could 
not want good will to ordain his Teſtament, 
ſo that none ſhould diſappoint or defeat it in 
part or in whole. Conſider then how little 
cauſe you and I have to doubt; conſider haw 
great 'cauſe we have to be fully peſwaded of 
the truth and certainty of the promiſes, Nay 
farther, yet þ 
4. All the Promiſes thas confirmed, by the 
laft Will and Teſtament of Chriſt, are Legaczes 
given by one who now doth, and ever ſhall live 
ro be his own Executor, This Teſtament is not 
the Teſtament of a man who dieth and muſt 
entruſt others to ſee his Will perforn'd ; but 
- It is the Teſtament of one who was once dead, 
but behold he liveth, Rev. 1.18, For over-- 
more, © happy ſoul who art Heir of thofe 
. Promiſes 


A<va=S 
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by the laft Will of Chriſt. 
Promiſes which he made who lives to 
perforin what his Jove hath bequeathed to 
thee !>- Thou art ſurer to enjoy the Crown 
which he bequeaths thee, than ever was the 
child of any dying Emperours, or Kings, 
whoſe laſt Wills have been wickedly viola- 
ted becauſe they were dead, and could not 
prevent the violence of ſuch Traitors, nor 
avenge the wickedneſs of. the Treaſon. But 
behold here's a friend who lives after death, 
and wilt thou know why he doth? Amongſt 


129. 
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others, this is one reaſon, That he might ſave Heb. 7.25, 


to the uttermoſt all that come unto God by him 
and to intercede for them,v:z. that they may 
enjoy what he hath given, that -they may 
poſſeſs what he hath purchaſed. Now then, 
compare rhe grounds of other mens perſwa- 
ſions and confidences, upon the Will of their 
dead friends; ſee what is in them, weigh 


them, and write upon each of them Tekel, Dan, 5.47; 


thou art found too light: to be weighed a- 
gainſt the confidences and perſwaſions of a 
Believer ; for all other Legacies are the gifts 
of the dead, but the Believers Legacies are 
the gifts of him who was dead, but is alive, 
and liveth for ever more. Others may have 
the aſſurance of an unchangeable Teſtamenr, 
and ordination of their will, but yet want an 


afſurance of juſt and faithfull execution of it. * 


If their Friend be dead,the Legacy is due and 
cannot be recalled. But their Friend is dead,6r 
poſſibly theLegacy may never be paid: here's 
that defect which makes it too light to be 
weighed with the believers confidence,which 
is as ſare, for his Friend was dead to confirm, 


and is yet furer than all others, for his-Friend. 
6 BY 


oo doth 


Faith Improved | 
doth live. Ghriſt,will make all ſure (as. w& 
ſay) his own, eyes ſhall-be oyerſeers, and his 
own hands. execatars of his own Will, 

Now. then at the Lords Table view the 
riches of- the promiſes, rake a. particular, of 
what is contained. in them, a particular of 
what grace, what conſolation, what glory, 


_ fay, All theſe are (by the laſt Will of my Dy-. 


ing Lord) beſtowed upon me. I may claim 
them, I may ſue and plead for them, I may 
avow my title to them ; for they. are a Le- 

gacy. given, to, me. by my Lord:: and who. 
then. can change, or, alter. his VVill which. 
hath been ratified by his Death? or who. 
ſhall dare to violate. it, and: defeat me? or. 
any other, Believer ? So long, as my Lord, 
liveth to, prevent, the attempr, and to avenge. 
himſelf for the violence; Oh: that, our per= 

ſwaſion of the truth of; the. Promiſes. were, 
firm and ſtedfaſt as the Promiſes themſelves! 

Oh that we could give more credit to the 

Promiſes, as God hath given us more argus-.. 
ments and inducements to credit them,! well 

Reader, I know not how . my weak and dark 

reaſoning with thee doth. prevail ; but I aſ- 

ſure thee, there is in the Promiſes a moſt ſure 

and unfailing truth afferted and declared tos. 
thee by this, That they are the bequeſts of 
Chriſt Jeſus, who ever lives to make them, 
go0d. Remember this at the Sacrament, 

where the Promiſes are all tendered.to thee 

in Chriſt, I doubt not it will ſtrengthen thy 

Faith. 


5. Fifthly, Conſider, the Promiſes, are, the | 


Legacies of thy friend, , who, wonld not. alter, his 
"V8, and dieſe of rhanp. othermiſh ;rhes hs. 
A | ath 


we "or 
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by the Laſt Will of Ctrift. 


hath already diſpoſed them. He is yeſterday, Heb. 12. 8. 


t0 day ati for ever the ſame, 'in his love, care, 
wiſdom ard bounty ; were he now to make 
his laſt VVill, he would 'not alter any thing ; 
he would not blot out one name, nor abate 
any. one Legacy. I ſtand the leſs to prove 
this, becaufe nothing can fall out to change 
infinire wiſdom ; and ſuch was the wiſdom 
of Chriſt who is the Teſtator, and difpoſed 
all as you ſee them diſpoſed. And in this 
appeareth a certainty in Divine Promiſes, 
which is (ſeldom ? nay) never found in the 
promiſes 'of men, although confirmed by an 
irrevocable Teſtamentary diſpoſition ; - for it 
ſeems paſt doubr, that ifany one of the rich 
and wealthy Princes, or Grandees of the 
world, were to live again, and fo ordain 
their VVills anew, they would alter much, 
leaving out ſome, abaring to others, &c. Ei- 
ther upon diſcovery of * unworthineſs in 
the Legatees, or' upon diſcovery of other 


-. perſons and uſes more excellent ; all which 


would proceed from experience, and after- 
knowledge ; the leaſt of which cannot be 
ſuppoſed, or found in Cliriſt. He would do 
what he hath done, were it all to be done 
over again. Now this doth add new evi- . 
dence of the certainty of the Promiſe, and 
ought to add new degrees of ſtrength tro our 
Faith. How ſure muſt thofe Promifes be 
which are the Promifes of one unchangable, 
and'who repeoteth nothing' whickr he hearty 
ſpoken! Away then with unbelie®? and'doudrs 
baniſh rtheni all from thy ſoul. If rhon 
would(t bat love thy Lord in truth of -hearr ; 
if thou grieveſt for thy deadnefs and non- 

| * I 2 pro- 
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Acts 17.31. 


Faith Improved 


proficiency ; if thou ſtriveſt to walk "more. 


worthy of thy relation unto Chriſt, and of his 
love to thee; be not too much dejected. 
Thy Lord foreſaw this, and hath provided a 
pardon for, and help againſt it ; and notwith- 
itanding all the baſeneſs thou confeſſeſt and 
bewaileſt in thy ſelf, Chriſt would make the 
ſame VVill if he were to make it anew, and 


give thee as much as he hath done. Raiſe 


up thy Faith therefore, and at the Sacrament 


bethink thy ſelf; Here are the Promiſes re- , 


duced to the form of a Jaſt VVill, that they 
might be ſure ; and they are ſo diſpoſed-by 
my Lord who foreſaw all that can diſcourage 
me, and who would not change any thing, 
were all to be new done. Surely he intends 
as he ſpeaketh ; is in very good earneſt ; he 
will perform that at laſt, which he would nor 
change or alter in the leaſt. Oh then ! I muſt 
perſwade my ſelf it is all truth which is in 
theſe Promiſes, and I ſhould believe them 
more ſtedfaſtly if I did underſtand them more 
clearly. MNVone can have ſuch equal ground of 
belicving his friend ; none ſhall equal me in be- 
Licving Chriſt my friend and Lord. 

.. 6. Laftly let it be conſidered for enſuring 
the promiſes, they are the legacies of one who is 
ſole, and ſupreme judge of all pleas and carſes 
which can ariſe concerning our Right and Title to 
them.We believe that he ſhall come to be our 
Judge,is anarticle of our faith, and the. Farther 
hath committed all judgement to the Son, ha- 
ving appointed a day wherein he will judge 


the world by the man whom he hath ordained, 


who was adjudged by man unto death, .died 
and was” buried, but roſe again, and ſhall 
. come 
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_ by tbe laſt Will of Chrift. 
come to judge Quick and Dead ; whoſe ſen- 
"rence ſhall ſtand for ever good, ſo he hath a 
Prerogative Royall, peculiar to himſelf; for 
others laſt wills are by other men decided, if 
any thing of controverſy ariſe concerning 
them.No man is judge in the caſe and plea of 
right between thoſe he hath made joint Le- 
gatees, but one is the Teſtator, and dieth ; 
another is the Judge and interpreter of the 
Teſtament whence it doth not ſeldom fall our 
that the Legatees are defeated of their right, 
and Toſe the gift of their Friend; and the 
mind of the Teſtator is not fulfilled becauſe 
It is either not underſtood by the judge, or 
becauſe it muſt not be underſtood ( although 
indeed it is well enough known ) this there- 
fore leaves ſome uncertainty in a man's 
claim, and the eyent upon trial is ſometime 
a diſappointment. But here is no ſuch uncer- 
tainty in the event, for he is Judge who is 
Teſtator, and-+ he is to declare his own mind, 
of whom we expect the gift, and who cer- 
tainly doth well underſtand his own mind. 
Beſides,in expeCting and claiming,the Legatec 


* ſhall aſſyredly have all the fayour ſhewed him 


that- hee needeth. It is a rule in law, that 
wills ſhould be interpreted in the more favoura- 
ble ſenſe. That love which was ſo great to give 
the Legacy, will be great enongh to adjndyge it 
ro the Legatee, Moreover it 1s not potlible 
that a caſe ſhould ariſe between the Legatees 
of Chriſt wherein the one ſhould gain, and 
the other loſe, for ſuch are the gifts of Chriſt 
that they are intire and whole to each one ; 
none hath the leſs for any ones having much ; 
ſo the controverſy ſhall never be 'burt be- 


wm EL 3 | tween 


Luke 22. 


Faith Improved 


tween the ſoul and its unbeleif, fears, and 


doubts: berween the ſoul, and Satan accuſing 
and impleading it. And in this caſe Chriſt 


being Judge of his own Will, you may ſoon ' 
ſay what favourable, gracious and merciful 


judgement he will give ; and how ſurely he 
will adjudge their title good, . whoſe faith, 
love and deſires ſue for it to him. Awaken 
thy {elf then 1 and look on what ſure ground 
thou ſtandeſt ! who haſt Promiſes ſo full of 
certainty and unchangeable rruth. Let thy 
ſoul admit no more unbelief than the Promi- 
ſes, (confirmed by Chriſt-framing them into 


- his laſt VVill and Teſtament,) do admit un- 


certainty, Let not wnbelief enter until thou 
ſeeſt nncertainty attend thine expeftation from 
the Will of Chriſt. Reaſon with thy ſoul; pro- 
poſe the caſe to thy ſerious thoughts. At a 
Sacrament I do remember the Death of my 
Lord Dying, and making his VVill, wherein 
is given to me all that which the Sacrament 
repreſenteth to me ; remiſſion of ſin, peace 
in believing, ſtrengch to walk with God, 
and after, my drinking this wine with his 
people at his Table. Tie drinking it new with 
bim in his Father's Kingdom. This Ordinance 
is (as all other Ordinances of Chriſt are, ) ex- 
ceeding full of grace for every one that 
heartily willeth it ; and this fulneſs of grace 
is bequeathed by VVill ; this V VIII valid,and 
fo be judged, (if any caſe priſe) by. him who 
made ir, Come then! Will Chrift think you 
enervate his own Will? Can it be imagined 
thar he will nat ſee it performed, who lives 
fo be his own Executor ? who would make 
ro other if he were now'to dig and make his 
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by the Iiſt Wild of Chriſt. 
VVill again ? Fear riot oh believing ſoul! thy 
claim will be adjudged good ; doubt not thy 
Plea of right, he is Judge who gave thee the 
right; ſtagger not through unbeleef. He did 
deſignedly give thee. all aſſxrance poſſible, not ro 
revent any unfaithfulneſs in himſelf. ont,to pre- 
vent all infidelity in thee. Not'to confirm his 
own word by any new arguments, or new 
bonds which might be ſure to hold if others 
did break ; for his word, and promiſe is faith-- 
fullneſs and truth; but to confirm thy faith, 
and that if unbefeef broke through ſome, yer 
it might not break through others ; if it did 
prevail with the ſoul againſt any one, ir 
might not prevail agaiuit every one of thE 
encouragements and perſwaſives to believe. 
Weigh well the certainty of thoſe promiſes 
which are confirmed by the laſt will of ſuch, 
(I ay, of ſuch) a Teſtator who changeth nor, 
who cannot be oyerruled by any ſuperiour 
Judge, and then ſay how great your perſwa- 
ſion of the truth of them ſhould be. Ir ſhould 
be great faith that hath ſuch great aſſurance, 
and ftrong perſwaſion which hath ſuch per- 
ſwaſives. Oh that our faith were porporti- 
oned to the ground of faith laid down before 
us ini this very matter ! there can be no colour 
of doubt where theſe grounds and perwa- 
ſives of our belief are rationally conſidered. 


. Bring therefore to the Sacrament an extract 


of the promiſes, ſet them in order before 
youreyes, ſee them all ſummarily containgd 
in that one clauſe (57% nam NeSian wu 76 


2ian ps, Lic, 22. 20.) This it the new 


Teſt ament in my blood this is: a Teſtament 
which bequearhs to every believer the 
FI 4 whole 
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1:6 Faith Improved 
whole purchaſe of grace, comfort, glory, and 
every good thing, which the blood of Chriſt 
was the price of. And he that bequeath'd all 
this, would not alter it, if he were to make his 
will anew; if any one will controvert my Ti- 
tle, Chriſt the Teſtator is to be Judge; if any 
would defratd.and detain my part,or any par- 
cel of it, Chriſt lives to be his own Executor, 
and to give the poſſeſſion of all,as well as to give 
me title anto any. Thus ſure are the Promiſes 
of the New Teſtament, the Legacies of every 
Believer. Here are many Arguments,and each 
of them I think apt enough to perſwade, were 
they duly improved. Reader,let thy thoughts, 
and deeper meditation add ftrength to thy 
Perſwafion and Faith, by drawing out the 
ſtrength of theſe Arguments, which may be 
truly called Arguments, put into thy hand, 
rather than handled for thee. I hope thou 
wilt find thy Faith taking deeper root whilſt 
(like a tree) it ſpreads its roots among theſe 
firm reaſons. I hope thy experience will, as 
thy judgment muſt, ſubſcribe the truth of 
that Obſeryation, 
ud autem Look how tany more are the, good and fit 
plura ſimt Arguments which do perſwade ns of any 


= pt thing ; ſo much the _ rooting ſhould 
atque Tde- the perſwaſion take in the mind. 
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by aliquid perſuadent, - eb perſuaſio altitis in mente radices agit, 
PP. Salmur, diſp. de Sacra. in Gen. Sect. 46. — Quanto 
plura ſunt & alluſtriora documenta + que ad unius res cognitio 
nem vel perſuaſionem ingenerandam concurrunt tanto natts 
raliter ſit in nobys vel rerum cognitto clarior vel perſuaſio 
rertior ac minus dubitabijiis, Itdem de diſcrim. Sacram. Set. 6. 


How © 


by the laſt Will of Chriſt. 
How fit the arguments appear I know not, 
but certainly if they ſeem weak, it is from 


the weakneſs of the handler. They are of - 


great force in themſelves, and will be mighty 
ro the deligent, deliberate ſoul , who is 
willing to. perſwade his faith to an increaſe, 
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Hope Improved on Chriſt Dying a 


Teſtator. 


Second Grace improvable by our ſerious 

and meditative remembrauce of Chriſt 
dying a Teſtator, is our hope. Whoſgever 
doth employ his thoughts on the laſt will 


| of the Lord Jeſus, and duly reflects upon it, 


will find an addition to his hope, and ex- 
pectation of that good which is bequeath'd 


to the believer, by his Lord. Hope is an Biſhop Rey- 
nold's of the 


earneſt and ſtrong expettation of a great good 
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future, poſſible and difficult. Hope 1s (@czodt» Eaffions, 
xiz F5 d3a991) an expectation of things that ©: 24: 


are good, and it ſprings, grows up, and flou- 
riſheth with Faith, being grafted on a 


branch of the ſame ſtock on which Faith is - 
grafted. The Promiſe which the Lord makes. 


to us (for I ſpeak of a Divine hope) in which 


Promiſe there is (rat:o ver;) undoubted truth, 


and there is (ratzo boi) defirable good. The 
former St. Paxl expreſleth thus ; The Pro- 
miſes are Yea and Amen, 2 Cor, 1,20. the 
; | Ks 7-22 co WR 


Nimirum Fides Promiſſio- 
nem amplefitur ſub ratione 
vers, ſpes vero Promiſſionem 
confiderat ſub ratiene Bon 
Futrri, Diſp. de Sacram. in 
Gen. Sect. 47. 


Rom. 8.24- 


Hope Improved on Chyiſt 


latter St. Perer exprefſeth thus, Exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes, 2 Pct. 1. 4. And 
the Royal Prophet hath excellently joyned 
"both tovether, 2 Sam. 7.28. The word of 
God [which was'the Promiſe made to David 


'by'che Lord in 'the mouth of Nathan the 


Prophet) is true and good. Now as Faith 
ſprings up and flouriſheth on the truth of the 
Promiſe ; ſo Hope ſprings up and flouriſheth 
on the goodneſs of the Promiſe; or in the 
words of the Learned PP. of Saumnar. 

| Indeed Faith embraceth the 
Promiſe as it appears, and is 
erue ; but Hope confidereth the 
Promiſe as it is, and as it ap- 
peareth to*be good and future. 
And this notion of Hope is 
warranted by the Sciptures. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaking of Hope, determines it 
unto good as irs proper object, Rom. 8. 24. 
By Hope we are ſaved, ſajvation is a great 
good, and to this the Chriſtian Hope applyeth 
it ſelf. It is a Bleſſed Hope, that is a Hope of 
Bleſſedneſs at the glorious appeating of Chriſt 
our Saviour, Titm, 2, 13. Rus the Apoftle 
deſcribeth the object of a believers Hope as 
it is good, and in both places he includes the 
futurity of this good, and makes it a con-- 
dition of goed as it is hoped ; for Hope that 
is ſeen is not Hope, faith the Apoſtle,&c. So 
then Jet the'notion of Hope be remembred, 
that we may ſee the influence of the laſt Will 
of ont Dying Lord giving life, and growth 
to our Hopes. If our hopes are ah expectation, 
we may expect whar Chriſt hath given, if an 
expeRtation of great good, Chriſt's gift by 
will, 
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Dying a Teſtator. 
will cannot.þut þe a great good: if this great 
good muſt be future and poſlible, it cannor 
but be yet to come, for we cannot receive 
all in this preſent life; but what is future is 
poflible, yea ſure, (though unſeen and to be 
attained with difficulty). Chriſt will inveſt 
every believer with that which he hath bequea- 
thed to hin jn his laſt Will. But I paſs from 
this general diſcourſe unto the particular 
diſcuſſing of the ſtrength and growth of our 
Hope when it is acted on Chriſt's laſt Will and 
Teſtament, in which the conſiderate ſoul 
obſeryeth, 


Sef. I. 


x. That there is an exceeding great benefit 
and advantage offered and propoſed to it. 
Chriſt hath bequeathed moſt tranſcendenr 
bleflings to the helieving ſoul ; the Legacics 
he hath given are not few, ſmall, dying or 


Fading, but they are many, great and eternal. 


All which will appear by theſe following 
conſiderations, 

I. The greatneſs of his mind, it is not to be 
doubted whether Chriſt were of a large and 
noble heart, He-did excel all men in true 


magnanimity and greatneſs of mind, as much | 


as he excelled all men in holineſs, and free- 
dome from fin. Now let this be noted,and we 
ſhall ſee (:55- "Ame x) ez) as was the man, 
ſo were his gifts. A great. mind accounts 
{mall gifts below its grandeur. When a King 
(TI think it was Alezander) gave a gift thar 
was complemented with, becauſe it: was too 
great for him who was to receive it, anſwer 
Was 
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Hope Improved on Chriſt 
was made. Tt was not too great for a King to 


give. The Scripture gives us a gheſs at the 
greatneſs of Ararnah's mind'by the greatneſs 


1172 557 ofhis gift, 2 Sam. 24. 24. Indeed they do 
13778 mutually declare, and ſhew themſelves unto 
5937 men, ſo that the boons and Gifts of Chriſt 


12> 


[ Sam. 22.7. 


unto believers do, ( and could not but) bear 
a proportioned greatneſs and a richneſs com- 
menſurate and ſuited to the greatneſs and 
largeneſs of his heart. 

2. Let it farther be noted as was the great- 
neſs of his heart, ſo was the greatneſs of his 
entereſs eſtate and treaſures, Men ſomtimes 
have hearts too large far their houſes, and 
minds over-grown, and exceedingly too large 
for their meanes ; and where. this diſcord 
happens, there ever is a great deal lefs in 
performance than in purpoſe, farre leſs in 
execution than in deſign, and intention. - But 
where a great heart poſleſſeth an eſtate, car- 
ryeth an intereſs, and enjoyeth opportu- 
nities, large as its ſelf; there are ever great 
deſigns, rich promiſes, vaſt expectations; and 
theſe give. being to a hope that maketh not 
aſhamed. The favorites ofKings enlarge their 
hopes ro the greatneſs of thoſe gifts their 
Princes uſe to give. It were a difhonour to a 
Prince if his Friend and favourite ſhould hope 
for a mean and poor gift, ſuch as every or- 
dinary man beſtows upon his Friend. Sazl 
ſpake more like a King beſtowing gifts, when 
he talked of olive-yards, and vine-yards, and 
making them Captains over thouſands. And 
the ambirions mother meaſured her hope and 
requeſt for her ſons, by the greatneſs of 


their maſters ſtate, when: ſhe begged that 
aa they 
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" Dying @ Teſtator. 
they might ſit the one on the right hand, the 
other on the left hand of their Lord-in his 
Kingdom. So let our hopes eye the riches and 
treaſures of our Dying Lordz and grow. great 
as his mind and good will, as his means and 
ability to enrich us, to ſatisfy ns with moſt 
excellent Legacies, with Royall gifts. | 

3. As his mind and means were preat, ſo 
was his love and affettions toward us. fonathan's 
leave to David was a love that exceeded the 
love- of women, but fell ſhort of the love of 
Chriſt. to believers. Ir is hard to find a love 
that may ſhadow out the love of Chriſt, but 
It 1s impoſſible—ro-find out a love that- can 
equal it, or ſet it forth to us in its gacatneſs. 


It is greater than the love of a Friend, a Bro- - 
ther, a Father, a wife; greater than all theſe, 


could we compound them all into one. Now 
where ſo greatlove to us, in ſo great eſtate 
in the hands. of ſo great mind, there out 
hopes cannot þur exceed the hopes of a man 
who hath the Jargeſt hopes from his Friend, 
his Brother; or Father. He knows not the 
heart of Chriſt, nor the riches of Chriſt, nor 
the love of Chriſt, who contents himſelf with 
ſmall hopes, or doth not enlarge his heart 
towards a hope, great as the love of Chritt. 
See then what thou mayeſt expect ſhould be 
thy legacy ; think what it Jikely ſhould be 
- that Chriſt Dying would beſtow upon thee ; 
would he not give the greateſt he could ? 
ſhould you not hope the greateſt you are ca- 
pable of ? do not men (cloſe handed, narrow 
hearted, and Joath to leave what they have), 
do they not give the moſt they can to thoſe 
they love molt at their death? haye not they 
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largeſtſgifts:by willwho were greateſt ſharers 
in their good will ? is not this the ſtandar 
by which waiting, hoping Heirs meaſure their 
hopes, and expectations from a Dying Friend 


ler it be. thine alſo, and at a Sacrament re- - 
member thy hope is juſtifiable when exceed- - 


ing great; for ſo much as. it is raiſed upon ſo 
great love of ſo great a mind in ſo great 
eſtate and meanes, that none can equal], or 
juſtify it ſelf 'in a compariſon with it, none 
(I fay)rhough it were'the grandeur ofaKing, 
of the greareft Ring ever the Sur did ſhine 
upon, for if more crowns than one are at his 
diſpoſal yer-can he not bequeath a crown to 
every loyal-ſubje, to every faithful coun- 
cellour, ro: every dear Friend, to every. du- 


tiful child 3 Chriſt thy King, thy'Friend (olt 


believing ſoul) could'alone do this and indeed 
hath done” it by will; this thou ſhouldeft 
remember, and conſider at the 'Sacrament. 
The renewed” memorial of Chriſt thy Friend 
Dying a Teſtator, and renewed thoughts of 
thy Friends greatneſs who'is thy hope, will be” 
a renewing of thy hope, and an addition to its 
greatneſs, 
| SetF. 2, 


2. As the'greatneſs of our expeCtations, ſo” 
in the next place, the goodneſs and real loveli- 
neſs of what we'expett either doth add, or might. 


| Jaſily add to. the' growth and increaſe of our 


Hopes. Their: Hope may well be a growing” 
Hope which is animated, and quickened by: 
ſuch growing goodneſs. Among many croſs 


occurrences which may,this often doth leffen 
our Hopes, - their greatneſs may poſſibly ' 
want - 


Dying a: Teſtatar 
want: commenſurate. goodneſg;. the -quality- 
and: relliſh, of it-may.nat. be ſweet cnaugh,. 
though the fruit, may he Jaxger then wa expe= 
&ed. The maſly;bulk may. be too great whilſt. 


the uſcfuloeſs, and profir.of ir may be ta little... 


S David ſpeaks of ſome who lfad more than 


heart could wiſh but this overgrown increaſc,. 
adds. to their pride and atheiſm, and proves: 


a ſnare to them, Pſal. 73. 4, 5, 6. With the 
8. & 9. verſes, Their vices. increaſe as:do- 
their riches z. This a poyſonous. quality of all 
worldly greatneſs, and this venom frequently 
emb tters the conſiderate man's: Hopes, and. 
this ialwayes empoyſoneth the. inconfiderate 
man.'s enjoyments. Bux on the other ſide, 
the. believers. Hope,- (through the death.and. 
Teſtament of Chriſt) . hath _ in it goodneſs as. 
well as greatneſs. goodneſs, to. ſweeten our 
Hope, and. to. ſanCtify. oor enjoyment ; . the 
unbelievers Hope and acquiſition, makes the 
eſtate greater, and the perſon viler; but this 
of the- heliever makes his eſtate more great, 


and his perſon mare gracious; it makes him , 


happier in his poſſeſſions, and holier in his af- 


feCtions, and ſo. betters both-the-man and his- 


conditigen,, In this the believers Hope excel- 


leth all other which will, I hope clearly- 


appear, if at a Sacrament we meditate on. 
x. Firſt the Moral goodneſs and excellency 


of thoſe things whichChriſt hath willed to.us,.. 
they. are full of purity, and therefore full of, 
loxelineſs, If Moral vertue.were ſadeſirakle. 


in, the eye of the Philoſapher that he could 
ſay eyery.one.would fall in loye with it, if it 
we&re,or could. be ſer farth;in its native beauty- 


ro. the..cye, what. thes will the Holineſs of: 


Chrilt's 
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Chriſt's Legacies be to a gracious ſoul ? what 
will Moral vettue (whereof Chriſt's Legacies 
are full) enhaunced, and dignified with the 
addition of grace (which Chriſt doth adde to 
his Legacies) 7oh. 14. 16. 1 will pray the 
Father, and he ſhall give you another comforter 
that he may abide wtth you for ever, & ver.16, 
The ſpirit of truth. Behold here a Legacy 
which bequeaths all Moral vertues, and all 
ſanctifying graces at once ; in. this one gift 
you have greater and choicer gifts than all 
the world can give. Here is greatneſs, and 
riches; here is goodneſs, and righteouſneſs. 
In one word, the great gifts of dying friends 
have corrupted many a fair and well tem- 
pered nature, but lo! here's a Legacy greater 
then all thoſe, and which hath rectifyed 
and beautifyed many a crooked and vitiated 
nature. / pray not that thou ſhouldeſt take them 
out of the world, but that thou ſhouldeſt keep 
them fom the evilt, foh. 17. 15. es 

Now as he praies it may be ſo with them, 
he powerfully worketh upon them, and it is 
ſo with them, they are kept from the ev1] : 

For he imparteth thoſe internal operative 
excellencies to his living Friends which firſt 
filled his pure ſoul; of him we receive grace 

for grace; And he becomes a quickening ſpirit. 
and as he took upon him our Nature that he 
might ſuffer for us, ſo he imparteth his Holy 

Spirit, maketh us partakers of the Divine 

Nature, that we might reign with him ; and 

in all this he excelleth: for only Chriſt can by 

Will and Teſtament make over, and impart * 

the endowments which adorn the mind. Thy 

learned -Friend may bequeath to thee | his 
| | eſtate, 


/ 


Dying a Teſtator. 
eſtate, his bookes,but he cannot give thee his 
learning ; thy Chriſtian parent may diſpoſe an 
ample eſtate to thee, but he cannor be pri- 
viledged to diſpoſe a drachm of his grace 
unto thee. Burt here is fuch a Friend who 
might warrantably, and who hath graciouſly 
ſaid, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo, £14.16. 
For he can give a ſpiritual life in holineſs, and 
grace, and he can preſerve and finiſh it; he 
can at laſtalſo give an eternal life in glory 
and, happineſs; this he giveth to all who are 
given to him by the Father, oh. 17.2. This 
is the Moral ſpiritual goodneſs of his gift 
which renders not onely the condition of the 
perſon, but the diſpoſition of the mind better, 
and which excels no leſs than vertue excels 
wealth,no leſs than the mind excels the body, 
or grace and Heaven,excel gold and earth, 

2. A goodneſs of reſt, peace and Satisfattion 


attends the greatneſs of this Legacy. (l do 


wittingly change the terms which the ſchook- 
men would here have uſed, and do rather 
chuſe to call it as I have done, a goodneſs of 
reſt,or peace,or ſatisfaction.) r.The poſſibility 
that our great hopes may be attended with 
great anxieties and dangers. 2. The danger leſt 
they ſhould turn to troubles and diſquietudes 
as great as our Hopes. 3. The ancertainty 
which will be moſt, our happineſs that we 
meet. with, or our unhappineſs that we miſs 
of, our = worldly expectations and Hopes, 
4. Finally the moſt undoubted certainty thar 
our great worldly Hopes ſhall not, and thar ' 
indeed they cannot, afford us a commenſurate 
reſt, and that our largeſt expectations ſhal] 
(like rivelPd half withered fruit) give the 

| * % lye 
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Mziſerrimum of him who feedeth upon it (like ſwore + 


eſt fuilſe fe» 


licem. 
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lye 'to the fair bloſſom, and ripen into a 
ſowre; and ungrateful fruit, and fer the reeth 


Grapes) on edge ; and make the man for e- 
ver moſt miſerable,becauſe he was once moſt 
miſtakenly accounted happy. Theſe four 
attendants of our worldly Hopes, like the 
four winds, do interchangeably toſs us, and 
at laſt, daſh us on thoſe rocks which have 
wrackt others. Now the believers Hopes are 
of a contrary Nature, and do give great reſt 
whileſt they are expected, and greateſt ſatis- 
faction when they are attained. There is no- 
thing In the greatneſs of a believers Hope to 
abate the gcodneſs of it; for it is a Hope 
which at laſt will give an everlaſting reſt. It 
ſhall never make afhamed, Ir is bequeathed 
to us in thoſe words of our Lord; Theſe things 
have TI ſpoken to you that in me ye might have 
peace, foh, 16. 33. Oh deſireable gitt! peace 
in Chriſt! were it no more than peace, yet 
would it be more than our richeſt, mighti- 
eſt, wiſeſt Friends could give us : their Lega- 
cies are often an occaſion of trouble, jarrs, 
and bitter contention, ſeldom a cauſe of peace 
tous in-our outward affairs ; never a cauſe 
of peace to us in our ſoul. The peace of 
ſoul muſt be fought in Chriſt, and behold 
here it is bequeathed to us! farther yet, it is 
a peace or reſt with Chrift in glory, 70h. 17. 


' 24. Father, 1 will that they alſo whom thou 


haſt given me be with'me where I am,that the 
may behold my glory, Where we ſhall be like 


him both in his reſt, and m his glory into | 


which he is entred to take poſſeſſion for him- 
{elf, and for belieyers, Blefled they who have 
luch 


| 


' Dying a Teſtator 
ſuch! great, who have ſuch. good things to 
Hopefor! Jook then .upon the greatneſs and 
gqodnefs of thy'Hope and expettation from 
ſuch a: 'Teſtator, ;fromiſuch a' Friend whoſe 
la Will thou dofſt, -/or ſhouldeſt,conſfider at 


a. Sacrament, there:thou wilt ſee that thine 


are,.or might be, the| beſt and greateſt Hopes 
which are, th ; 


SeX. 36 
3. Thirdly and Laſtly, Zhaunced and rai- 


ſea yet higher by the certainty and. aſſurance of . 


poſſeſſing, enjoying and living upon them at 
laſt after we have conquered ths difficalties 
which lye in ogr way. As the greatneſs, and 
goodnefs of our Hope ſo the allured certain, 
future poſſefling, and enjoying the great good 
we ; Hope for, {pblimateth our | Hopes. This 
certainty .of onr future poſlefſing them is 
like the root of a: faire and ſpreading [Tree on 
which. all the branches, leaves andfruic de- 
pend for ſap and beauty, with growth and 
Jife ; Great Hopes without this root are bur 
great preſumptions. And expeCtations of 
'good without this future certainty, are but 
waking dreams, and :{e]f-abuſing flatteries : 
ſuch Hopes ſhall no more grow and flouriſh 
than the:ſtock; and: branches of a Tree whole 
-root Is cut off from, the body ; ſuch is the 
vying Hope of hypocrites; but the; Hope of 
a hutgring, meditating, believing, communi- 


- cant" is.a living Hope 3 a Hope that hath.a 


good, vigorous and Juicy root, which though 


'3t, ſpread among difficulties, yet taketh the 
faſter hold, and:ſtandeth (like Trees, on rocky | 
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grounds' much” more firm. Ir is this future 
certainty which gives both the being and the 
name to Hope which maketh not aſhamed ; 
a wiſe: man will be aſhamed of a Hope that 
hath little or no probability, and the con- 


. fident ſelf flatterer ſhall. be aſhamed of a 


$: rueret 
Calum, &C. 


Hope that hath no truth in it. The wiſe man 
lays ſuch Hopes aſide among unexpected poſ- 
ſibilities, looking not'for them before the sky ' 
falls, a net to catch Jarks;z only the raſh and 
inconſiderate accounts them promiſing Hopes 
until they prove lying vanities ; of this kind 
are almoſt all our Hopes of great ſucceſs and 
proſperities in worldly affairs; they are very 
uncertain, or not very probable, or elſe very 
unprobable, and next to impoſſible. But that 
Hope which a believer buiſdeth upon the 
Death of Chriſt dying, and' maKing his Will, is 
not clog*d with impoſſibility, or with impro- 
bability Hof with uncertainty. The difficulty 
which lieth in our way of attaining our hope, 
is intended and proportioned to whet and 
ſet a ſharper edge on our deſires and dili- 
gence. We may conquer thoſe difficulties, 
and if we conquer we ſhall afſuredly enjoy 
our Hopes. Nay the enjoyment and living 
on our Hopes, -are not more certain than the 
conquering of the difficulties which kept us 
at diſtance from our Hopes ; we ſhall over- 
come thoſe difficulties, & conquer thoſe ene- 
mies of our reſt, and at laſt enjoy.our victory 
in our reſt, And I pray who can ſay half fo 
much for his worldly hopesif theſe are great, + 
are they not uncertain ?..doth not their un- 
certainty grow as doth their greatneſs? of all 
men he is moſt doubtful,& uncertain who fix- 

| | eth 


- Rr Roan et 27 6. 6 ©.  &o 


. words, look over the (Bona 


Dying a Teſtator. 
eth 'his thoughts upon hopes that are moſt 
lofty and ambitious. ' Not ſo in theſe hopes 
of the Believer, whoſe greateſt hopes are 
commended to him by their certainty. A 
Believer 'is more:.certain of a Crown and a 
Kingdom, than he is of his Friends, Eſtate 
or Honours on Earth. Now 
this certainty lyeth upon the 
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Vid, ſupra this ſtability, the 
round of a Chriſtians 


ſtability and firmneſs of the Þ,jch, 5.6; 1. &c. 


Teſtament of Chriſt the Teſta- 

tor, who died to give validity and confirma- 
tion to the Teſtament, and who liveth to 
give:out the Legacies which he hath be- 
queathed. Thus the Teſtament 4s become of 
force by the death of the Teſtator, and the giſts 
become ſure by the life of the Teſtator, who ever 
liveth to bring us' into the poſlefſiou, and 
to” continue us in the: Poſſeiſion of thoſe 
great and good things which we hope 
for byvertue of his bequeſt and gift. In few 


legata) good things bequeathed, 


Porro bona legata—-ſunt illa, 


fe | . ff ffi * Forum, dona Spzritus Sant, 


gifts of the Holy Ghoſt,Sec. Ex- v *2 ” 
amine the Will of Chriſt, {ho Froegome: 


waich is yet to be read in the 

Scriptures of the New Teſtamene, eſpecially 
ſearch the ſeveral Promiſes; ſee what they 
contain, and then ſay of them, All theſe are 
the legacies my bleſſed-Lord hath given me 
by his'/laft Will ; All thefe Promiſes are now 
Yea and Amen. Were they only the Will of 


' a man, yet no man ſhould add to. them, or 


diſannul them ; they are facred, -and- muſt 
not be violated : how much more inviolable 


ſhould the Teſtament of Chriſt be kept, The 


_ Telta- 
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Teſtament of the' rrue-and Birhfii Witneſs, 
is faithfulneſs ir ſelf -* Unril..Fairhfulneſs de- 
gencrateiinto Perfidioutheſs, anti] Truth turn | 
into. a Lye, 'or until Darkneſs be Light, -not - 
ſooner,  nor-more unexpedtedly. ſhall. the Be- 
lievers interefſe in the laſt: Will of Chrift de- 
ceive and fail his expeCctarions: Ol glotious 
Hope, whoſe bright beam| may well rurn-the 
illuſtrious hopes of the worldling intoa dark- 
ſome and undeſired anxiety. or deſpair 1/:Oh 
bleſſed foul ! which can deſpiſe the promifing 
confidthices of worldly hopes, and caſt them 
off as utiqueſtionable uncerrainties (fuch they 
are) and inſtead of theſeican pitch upon, per- 
ſue after, and Jong for thoſe ſure Promiſes, 
the rich Legacies, \the lively Hopes, -and 
heavenly Treaſures, which Chriſt maketh.the 
firm; valid, and unchangeable Interefs and 
Eſtate of every Believer. 7 
Before thou come'ro a Sacrament (oh my 
ſoul !) look betrer' to thy hopes,furvey their 
Greatneſs, weigh their Goodneſs, and. duly 
conſider "their certainty; and difcern. whe- 
ther any hopes are cotyparable with:them in 
either Greatneſs, Goodneſs or Certainty'; or 
in any thing that'is a' part 'of the beſt and 
rrucft hope'z and when thou haſt viewed the 
prone 2 and  matchleſs 'worth - of :thy 
opes,. I dare warrant thine: increaſe and 
growrch in” this - grate ſhall'bear a proportion 
co thy conſideration, and/weighihg df 'rthoſe 
foremenrioned excellencies. Remember, 'I 
confine:nor thy thoughts to'theſe particulars, 


' 1 mehcjon, them as thofe which did: firft arid 


eaſieft ' offer themſelves : to 'mine-' own 
ſhoughrs';-if thou- who'readeſt with 'Becrer 
$5 r- ; ' & od 627 * BY ; judg« 


Dying a Teſtator. © 
judgment pitcheft upon. more quickening and 
improving meditations and arguments, bleſs 
God who gave, and pray for me and others 
who would defire as lively and awakening 
arguments, and help us in our need. In the 
mean time, this certainty of theſe great and 
good things, doth according to the meaſure 
of their clearneſs and. ſtrength in my ſerious 
; meditations raiſe in me, and improve a long- 
| ing deſire of an aſſured intereſs in him who 
| hath given theſe things by Will, of which 
| Defire and the Improvement thereof I pur- 
poſe to treat in the next Section, 


v SS Bw * Wan, 


P_ 
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CAP. V. Sed. 3. 


Chriſt Dyins a Teftator, Improves De- 
fires . of Union to Chriſt, and Commu- 


nw with him, 


"HERE is certainly as little doubt thar 
Deſire after Union to Chriſt, and long- 
ing for intimate Communion with Chrilt, is 
needful and requiſite in every Communicant; 
as that the ſoul is not fit for either Union or 
Communion which defireth them nor; and [ 
ſuppoſe thou art no Chriſtian if thou art ſa 
ignorant as to preſume on fitneſs, or to flat- 
ter thy ſelf into expectation of any ſpiritual 
Improvement by the uſe of the Sacrament : 
without theſe Deſires and Longings of Soul F4es 9pr:+ 
after Chriſt ; theſe Deſires are the ſoul's anne db 
4 *I 4 hung- ; 
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| hungrings after Chriſt, and they add ſweet- 
neſs to this Bread of Life. A man that hath 

Joſt his ſtomach, who can taſt no ſweetneſs in 

the choiceſt food, is as fit to be a gueft at a 

| Royal feaſt, as a ſoul without defires of Union 
if to, and Communion with Chriſt, is fit to 
= feaſt with the Lord at his table in the holy 


Sacrament. He that is the deſire of all nati- 
ons, Hag. 2.9. will be ſought after, and found 
out by thoſe of every nation which defire 
nim. Thou who doſt not deſire him, doſt re- 
ject him and deſpiſe him, and hideſt thy face 
from him, as the Prophet 7ſaiah, 53. 2. 3. 
hath ranked thee. And can rejecters of Chriſt 
be fit for communion with Chriſt ? can deſpi- 
ſers of Chriſt Hope for a welcome entertain- 
ment with Chriſt 2 will he diſcloſe the ſecrets 

' of his love to ſuch as hide their face from 
Wil! him? either thou muſt defire him, or thou 
i © ſhalt never diſcern him or delight in him ata 
Sacrament, . Chriſt is that carcaſs to which 

the ſou), as the Eagle, gathers; but deſires 

are the wings which carry the ſoul to Chriſt, 

He deſires to draw us'to himſelf, theſe de- 

ſires appear in this, that Chriſt doth lay-open 

his excellency for us, and our need of him,and 

ſo attempts to raiſe our deſires, nay gives 

ſome ſtrength that we may deſire ; If we ei- 

ther ſupinely neglect, or prophanely reject 

him, we ſhall be fure to miſs and go without 
Lyk.14.24. him. Not one ofthe invited gueſts which 
'*  .. put him off with an excuſe did taſte of the 
prepared feaſt. They deſire no ſuch feaſt, 

and Chrift at laſt lets them know he expets 

better gueſts. Who ever will be a gueſt at the 

table of the Lord ; muſt unfeignedly deſire 

| an 
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Deſires of Union to Chriſt, 8c, 
an intereſs in the Lord, ſo as the Lord de- 
clares himſelf willing, and ready to admit 
his gneſts to a communicating and partaking 
of benefits by him. Now among many 0- 
ther habitudes, and relations he admits us as 
a Dying Teſtator admitteth Legatees to par- 
take of the benefits bequeathed by will. And 
in this there lye many prevalent inducements 
or motives to quicken our deſires after the 
intereſs of a Legatee, in the Will of Chriſt 
the Teſtator, As 


Set. nr. 


I. The goodneſs of thoſe gifts which Chriſt 
giveth by Will, theſe Legacies are not ſtained 
with the . tinfture of vice which would deflower 
the innocency of the mind, and render the perſon 
culpable; nor have they any tintture of unplea- 
ſantneſs that might diſtate' the ſoul, There is 
neither poiſon in them to kill, nor any gall 
in them to embitter ; they neither diſtate, 
nor deſtroy. They are incomparable, ſpiritu- 
al, eternal goods which afſimilate, and ren- 
der our perſons like unto God in holineſs ; 
goods which render our ſtate like to his in 
happineſs, in both which we are not ftraitned 
by the narrowneſs of the gift, - but by the 
narrowneſs of our natures; we might have 
more given, could we receive it; we are 
ſtraitned in our own ſelves, as the Apoſtle 
ſaid in another caſe, What the goodneſs of 
the gift is to allure and wooe us to defire it, 
I ſhall 'not here repeat, but refer you ro the 
foregoing ſect. ſect.2.pag.67. and ſeq. Hoping 
you are able to apply goodneſs (the ore 
f | E # \ L O g 
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of your Hope). unto your deſires that it may 
be the objeft of. them. He can do: but litle 
that caunot deſire that were his poſſeſſion which 
is the Hope of every Chriſtian, Inever knew 
any. Hope which could: not eaſily run out 
into. defires., - eſpecially if attended with 


this, 


Seft. 2. 


2. A fair poſſibility o Eraping oar defired 
good, I know a naked poſlibility makes Good 
the object of my deſire; I may deſire what L 
may obtain, but a fair poflibility or promiſing 
probability. commands my deſire, 

Deſire, and a ſupine negligence is as cul- 
pable as' a deſponding backwardneſs when 
ſuch an invitation awakeneth our diligence, 
and encouragerh .oyr Hope: It was. the 
poſſibility of the attempt which made blind 
Battimews to cry, this gave life to his deſire, 
and his defire groweth as the poſlibilicy grew: 
to a-probabiliry;his mind was quicker than his 
body, and he roſe the ſooner when he heard 
he was called. for; the like motive prevaiPd 
with the woman who had a bloody iflue ; ir 
were no hard task to illuſtrate this farther, 
but I muſt deſcend to veiw what particular 
poſſibility there is of interefſing the longing, 
deſiring heart. What fair promiſing likly- 


hood of ſatisfaction [to aur defires after 
a portion and ſhare in the Legacies of 
' Chriſt. | 

4 Evidences 

of a poflible 
ſucceſs, 


Now there are four things which clear 
up the poſſibility of thy ſucceſs, whocvep 
Th | raou 
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thou art that doſt deſire and long after 
a ſhare in theſe great and good things. 
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1. The ſh6ceſs of others' who once were 4s 1, Others 
nilikely as thon art ; there 1s not one among have ſuc- 
the heires and Legartees, bur art firſt was as ceded. 


far off, and as unlikely to ſpeed as thon. 
They were at as great diſtance from Chriſt, 
cared as little for him, ſaw as little of their 
neetl of himz were as ſecure in their po- 
yerty as thou art, and yet many ſuch have 
been admitted to a ſhare in the riches and 
goodneſs of theſe Legacies. And why 
ſhouldeſt thou bar thy ſelf2 why ſhouldeſt 
thou not -try with Hope, - what others have 
tried and effected with ſucceſs? the defire of 
perſons (as bad as thou art) have been gran- 
ted when they have wiſhed, deſired, prayed 
for the ſahAifying, beaurifying, pardoning 
faving gifts-of this great Teſtator.. O then 
wiſh, heartfy, deſire unfeignedly, pray fer- 
vently and- thou ſhalc certainly ſpeed, for 
fuch deſites have the promiſe, 


2. Deſires, ſuch as we ſpeak, of, are the heirs 2, Such Dc- 
of | the prontiſes. Chrift hath engaged himſelf fire are 


by promiſe to þe their riches, their righte- Þ 


ouſneſs, | -theit happineſs, who thus deſire 
him ; this. the ſeeking which ſhall find 
this the knocking which will at Jaſt prevail 
for admiſſion. Chriſt who ſeldom, or indeed 
never I think htmoured the curioſity of 
any man's deſire, yet did graciouſly lay his 
Journey by the Sycamore Tree that Zacheur 
might have what he deſired, a ſight of the 
Meſſiah, and that he might 'meer with ſalva- 
tion todo; which I doubt not was part of his 
dcfire mixt 'with a fnall portjon of curioſity, 


He 


cirs of rhe 
Promiſes. 


- ſhould ſuce 
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He would ſee the perſon of that wonder- 
worker whoſe 'works beſpake a beleif that 
he was the Meſſiah, and this Meſſiah gave all 


that Zacheys deſired, and as 'much as he | 


could Hope. 
3 Chriſt is 
very wil- deſires evinceth the poſſibility of thine attaining 
ling they -4y; intereſs in his laſt Will, Never was any 
ſoul ſo willing to receive the Legacy as Chriſt 
is togive itz Chriſt gives the deſires after the 
Legacy, and then gives the Legacy to thoſe de- 
fires; wert thou to treat with one who were 
hard to be intreated, thou couldſt have but 
a faint poſſibility. Now thou treateſt with 
one that is eaſy to be intreated, | thou haſt 
fair probability to encourage thy deſires. 
Chriſt willingly came to ſeek thy good when 
thou didſt not defire it?; and ſurely he wil- 
lingly, and readily will ſhew it, and cauſe 
'thee to find it when thou deſireſt to ſeck it. 
He will be found of them that ſeek him,fince 
he was ſo gracious as to be found of them 

\ _ that ſqught him nor. 
4. The delight which Chriſt taketh in divi- 


ceed. -* 


4, Chrift 
1% hrcth ding his riches among ſuch as thus deſire them, 
ro 


iftr!- proves thou art within a poſſibility'of gettin 
_— 4 ſhare in them ; he Jelights + bk. an. 
Defires. - Than thou canſt delight to receive. The giving 
them pleaſeth him as much as the ifs can 
pleaſe thee, A Dying Friend never m his 
Jaft Will, nor diſpoſed rich Legacies to his 
beſt beloved, and higheſt prized Friend with 
that delight which was in the heart of Chriſt 
towards ſuch as thou art (if thou defireſt him) 
and it will now highly pleaſe him to give thee 
inveſtiture, and . poſſeſſion of all that which 


3: The willingneſs of Chriſt to ſatisfy ſuch | 


a co Ac ooo A © A ah. es 62> 


he 
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he deſigned for the Deſiring ſoul. Now if 
Chriſt do. delight to give what thou defireſt 
to receive, mayeſt thou not rather triumph 
and glory in a certainty of receiving, than 
Janguiſh under the \fears of impoſſibility to 
obtain them? what can reſtrain thee from 
doing what thou delighteſt in, and haſt pawer 
to do? or doſt thou think more hardly of 
Chriſt than thou wouldeſt have thy Friend 
think of thee? doſt thou who art but a ciſtern 
delight to ſatisfy the deſires, and to ſe- 
date the thirſt of thy Friend,and will not the 
fountain,the ocean of goodneſs delight to {a- 


_ risſy thy deſires, and to coo), allay, and re- 


move the heat of thoſe defires which are 
the torture of the ſou], until they are fatis- 
fied ? Whileſt Chriſt is what he is, thy de- 
fires have a poſſibility to animate them, and - 
to draw thy ſoul into rational expectations 
of finding - admiſſion with the reſt of thoſe 
who ſeek their treaſures in him. Theſe two 
grand 'primary, - and choiceſt ingredients of 
what is defireable, ( goodneſs to ſatisfy 
our expectations, and poſſibility to encourage 
our endeavour) are we find in this project. 
Now there 1s a third external requiſite in 


. that which 1s deſirable, and that is 


( 


| Seft, 3, ' The Object 
3. A partial abſence or diſtance of that fn fires, qua 


fibile good from the foul defiring and purſung 
:t.Whar we deſire muſt not be too far diſtant 


leſt it iſeem impoſſibile ; deſires are the and diftanr. 
wings of the ſoul by which it travels toward Dr. Reynolds 

its reſt;if the journey ſeem too long the ſoul is * w - em 
Go OH- Jiklieſt” * 
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liklieſt to fit down, and 'ruſtin floth, and: 
deſpair of attaining ; if the gqod be-preſent, 
and at no diſtance, defires will change nature, 
and -turn intoenjoyment, and delight z or 
if any thing of the nature of defire do re- 
main, it \expatiateth ir ſelf jin wiſhes and 
longing, not for the thing it ſelf (which is 
preſent, and enjoyed) but for. the continu- 
ance, and abade of it. So then a mixture of 
theſe two, abſence from what is.deſired, and 
nearneſs, -ar convenient neighbourhood of it 
to our induſtrious diligence, is-the tempera- 
ment of what is properly defireable, or the 
object of our longings and deſires. Now 
this aſſo may cafily be diſcerned in this Will 
or Teſtament, which propoſeth, promiſeth, 
encourageth, and enſureth moſt exeellently 
defireable.good,and in doing this it-jets them 
at convenient diſtance that our Deſire might 
do: (as the Patriarchs Faith did in-like caſe) 
{ee them afar off, be perſwaded of them, and 
embrace them. We are nor kept wholly 


ſtrangers to theſe rich gifts, and Legacies, 
then: we could not deſire-them ; |but we have 
polleflion of fome:; part of them which feed's 
our deſires, -which increaſeth onr longings, 
 asa ſpare diet doth both feed the: body, and 


ſtrengthen appetite. It is reported of the 
Gauls, that they, -had no deſire to poſſeſs 
Ttaly until they had taſted the ſweet grapes 
of the Tralien Vines ; ſo ſoon as they-had 
taſted, they ſtrongly deſire, ſuddenly reſolve, 


and vigorouſly attempt: the conqueſt of it. ; 


ſo is it here, ,toral abſence and : ignorance 


,quencheth our deſire, but a partial knowledg, 


and taſte enflameth it, They defrre more who 
. have 
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have taſted anything of Chriſt, rand they toug 
for full poſſeſſion .of the whole inheritance who 
have found the advantage,joy and comfart of a 
ſmaller allowance. Juit 10 it is here,” Chriſtians 
have their preſent allowances;both in juſtify- 
ing mercy, ſauQifying:graces, and in; refrefh- 
ing conſolations. But indeed, -thefe are now 
ſmall to whar they are ito be hereafter. Theſe 
preſent disburfments are from Chriſt.execu- 
tour -of his own will, as the disburſments:of 
an executour entruſted with orphanes whoſe 
breeding muſt be paid for out of-the 1m- 
provement, but the Legacy muſt be paid 


into their owne hands atrfull age. Oh how 


doth ſuch one defire, and long for theſe two 
things (1.) that-he had greater interreſs in 
the affections and favour of ſuch an execu- 
tour, and (2.) that his fullage were accom- 
pliſht that he might have the full ſtate in-his 
own hand. So doth the preſent enjoyment 
of Chriſt's allowance ſet the ſoul on de- 


ſireing-more intereſs in Chriſt, that his allow- 


ance of grace, peace and comfort may be 
greater; And then, That which is abſent, 
(which indeed is. far the -grater and better 
part) that which the ſoul is ferthing in þy 
deſires, that (which it wiſheth becauſe ir 
wanteth.) doth make it with for that full age 
which alone ſhall receive the full, rich and 
oJorious Legacies. Theſe are the.common 
incentives of defire which -uſually prevail 
with us to wiſh -and defire. Theſe are.to be 
found as much,nay more in theſe bequeathed 


-eifts than in the beſt objects of natural, or 


meer moral, or unſanified rational deſires, 


be 


Are the -objefts of ſuch defires thought to | 
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be. good ? yet are they hot comparable in 
goodneſs with the gifts © Chriſt- bequeaths 


to us. 
Are thoſe poſſible 2 and may they be at- 


tained ? fo are theſe: And ſomewhat more 


then poſlibile, they are fairly, and promi- 
ſingly probable, 

Are thoſe well tempered with fome pre- 
ſent taſte and with a greater ſweetneſs to be 
delighted in for future?yet in this they infinit- 
Iy fall ſhort of future ſweetneſs to be taſted 
in the gifts of Chriſt. And this brief compa- 
riſon of the different degrees of deſireableneſs - 
in theſe different objects ſhould lead me to 
a larger diſcourſe of the tranſcendency of the 
one above the other, but-I will content my 
ſelf to ſhew in as few words as poſſibly I can 
this one thing, viz. That whereas other 
men are content to deſire good upon the un- 
certainty of obtaining, or with perplexity in 
deſiring, - and withall at laſt do poſſeſs with 
unſatisfied minds. The deſfiers of the belie- 
ving ſoul excelleth in all theſe, 

I. In the certainty of obtaining a portion is 
the rich Legacies of Chriſt, he ſhall be ſure to 
have his portion in them who is ſure he doth 
acfire them for his portion, No ſoul ever deſired 
Chriſt ſo earneſtly as Chriſt doth deſire it ; 
he is willinger ro bring, than we'are to be 


brought to glory. His willingneſs makes 


it certain ; But I mention three things more; 

T. The form of his Will and laſt Teſtament, 
which is ſo made, that there is room for all 
aeſirons, longing ſonules, the_ Invitations, the 
Call, the perſwaſives, the promiſes, the com- 


mands of the Goſpel run ſo genera], that 
| ED which 
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he is no Chriſtian who knows not that there 
is room "for the' deſires. of every believer; 
other mens wills framed, ſealed and publiſhr, 
exclude all but thoſe which are mentioned 
in them. Chriſt's will is ſo framed, that thou, 
and I, andevery hearty willing foul may en- 
ter our names for a Legacy, and receive it; 
and farther, though none elſe, yet 

.2. All the kindred of Chriſt are compriſed in 
bis will, which kindred are. not by naturall 
generation, but by gracious Adoption, and ſo 
It may be enlarged by new additions of new 
Friends. Thus thy hearty defires wilt ſurely 
enrol] thee among the kindred of Chriſt, fo 
thou mayeſt certainly (if the fault be not 
. thine own) be of the alliance, kindred and 
family of.Chriſt, and as certainly be ſharer 
among others of the Legacies given by Chriſt, 
who laſtly hath lefr 

3. Aſſets to pay. every Legatee; he hath 
grace enough to make good the Legacies of grace 
He hath merit enough to make good the Legacy - 
of juſtification; he hath the fulneſs ogg he ſpirit 
of holineſs to ſatisfy the claims of every one who 
would perfett holineſs ; he hath glory great 
enough , and crowns many enough to crown and 
glorify ; and ſo to make good all his Legacies 
which concern the glorifying of believers. 
This 1s the certainty of thy future obtaining 
thy deſires, if thou doſt heartily defire. And 
who would not pray, and itrive after thoſe 
defires which ſhall certainly be ſo fullflled 2? 
uncertainties awaken other mens deſires, and 
ſhall thy deſires oh Chriſtian! ſleep and dye 
when they haye ſuch encouragements ? nay 


farther yer, | 
TH 2. Other 
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2, Other deſires are attended with perplexing 
anxieties and cares, They grow among 
thorns, and pierce the very heart ; it is not: 
eaſy to diſcern whether they diſquier moſt 
in the failure, and diſappointment at laſt; or 
in the ſolicitous longings of the heart whileſt 
they are expected ; there is trouble miore 
than enough in both the wracking defire, and 
in the killing difappointment. : Now thy defires 
(O chriſtian !) after 4 portion in theſe Legacies 
of Chriſt excel in theſe two things ; firſt when 
they commence and turn into enjoyments, they 
do not "diſappoint, and next, whileft they are 
deſires, they afford and give ſome good meaſure 
of ſatisfattion to the ſoul, For they are deſires 
fixed upon a good which is in ſome degree 
already enjoyed ; Chriſt and his benefits are 
ever enjoyed whileſt ſincerely deſired. Theſe 
meſſengers of the ſoul] ſeeking for Chriſt are 
fent by Chriſt bimſelf who is with the ſoul, 
much as he was incognito with the Diſciples 
before he made himſelf known in breaking 
of bread. The ſoul defireth Chriſt abſent, Þ 
but theſe defires are raiſed in the ſoul by | 
Chriit preſent. And as a Friend in a diſguiſe 
ſometime viſits and feaſteth with his Friend | 
cheering, and comforting him, and minding - | 
him of his abſent Friend, and raiſing wiſhes 
and defires after him as abſent [who indeed 
is preſent with him, and enterraineth him; fo 
doth our blefled Lord fatisfy the defires of 
them that love him, and that long for him. 
He is enriched by Chriſt who truly deſireth the 
riches of Chriſt. Theſe the advantages of the . 
Chriſtians deſires, oh then let out thy deſires, 


fear not to ſet thy ſoul in a longing fit for 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt whilſt thou longeſt thou ſhalt enjoy» 
and ere long thou ſhalt ſee how much thou 
hadſt of him all that time wherein thou 
thoughteſt thou hadſt no more of him than 
an empry defire, or hungring wiſh for him: 
thy defires are like the Mariners approaches 
to the ſpicy Iflands; the ſweet and delicate 
odours aſſure them they are not far off and 
delight them: untill they ſet foot upon the 
ſhore,ſoChriſt aſſures and delights the deſirous 
ſoul ; ſo Chriſt ſends abroad the ſweet per- 
fumes of grace and glory. Theſe refreſh the 
ſoul untill ics arrival where it ſhall live upon 
full ſatisfaCtions, which is a 

3 Third excelleicy in which the believers 
deſires after theſe Legacies of Chriſt do exceed 
all the beſt deſires of other men, who muſt ever 
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write over them, l:jje in hand than in Hope: the —Minnit 
believer on the contrary muſt write this as the P! ceſentia 


motto of his poſſeſſed defires,great in Hope,grea- 
ter far in hand ; or as the Queen of Sheba ſaid 


famam. 


in another caſe, Jt was a true report which I 1 Ring.to.8 


h:ard in my own land, but the one half of their 
glery was not told me. Theſe things which 
draw out the deſires.of other men are like the .. 
Apples of Sedo, beautiful, and pleaſe the e e 


at diſtance, but they mbplder into aſhes when 


the hand gathers them, and they who feed 
on them, feed on aſhes. Such are honours, 
{ich are pleaſures, ſuch are the riches ot 
this world, - and of 1nen of this world fully 
uncertain when we purpole to ſeek them;tully 
vexatious whillt we are ſceking them, fulleit 
of torment end diſappointment when they 


. are graſped, and poſfleiled ; yet our de- 


fires afcer them are pafſionate and earneſt,our 
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contrivances to obtain them are ſolicitous, 
and ſecret, our purfait vigorous and unwea- | 
ried. But Chriſtian ! here is honour, a crown 
bequeathed ; here 1s Joy, an eternal feaſt on 
the fruit of the true vine, in the Kingdom 

| of thy heavenly Father ; here are treaſures 

= bequeath'd, an inheritance, a Kingdom, and | 

! all propoſed to thy defires with tranſcendent - 

| advantages; they are certain that thou may- | 

eſt purſue them with Hope ; they do refreſh | *+ 

3s whileſt thou art purſuing that thou mayeſt | _ 

not Janguiſh and faint ; they ſatisfy fully and: 


eternally, that thou mayeſt never repent thy | 

labour. Look. on theſe, and /et them have | ' 

pr as much of ' thy defire, as there is of deſire- 

Feneſs in them, abeze all other things, and then 

7 am fo re thou wile deſire them above all, and | ** 

reſt in them after all, Awake ! Awake! oh my | 4 

ſou]! and before thou make thy approach to | * 

the Lord's table, look over the Jajt Will and F 

Teſtament of Chriſt thy Lord; fee there is BB 

pardoning mercy to take away dearh which | 

1s the deſert of fin; there is purifying mercy | 

'To take away the filth of ſin, todryup the |} © 

; poitonous fountain of fin; there is pacifying | 

mercy to take away inward diſtracting trou- | __ 

bles ; there is interceding mercy to procure | 
acceptance of all the good thou'doſt ; there 
is preſerving mercy to keep thee from falling 

away and perifhing ; there is crowning mer- | 

cy to encourage thy expectations, and ſatisfy | 

thy beſt and largeſt deſires. In a word, here | 

iis Chriſt's Spirit,his Righteouſneſs, his King- RF. 

dom with eterral life given by Will and laſt . | 

FF | Teſtament, and all theſe tendered to thee as 
E Chriſt's Miniſter tenders the body and blood 

| of 
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of Chriſt to thee: all theſe things are delivered 
to thee in the copy of Chriſt's will, ſealed 
unto thee at-the Sacrament; and thy deſires 
are now expected. Good things, and poflible, 
yea certain, and enſured to thee, (if thou 
wilt but heartily defire them.) Awake there- 
fore a ſincere wiſh, a ſtrong longing after 
them that they might ſtarisfy thee. All theſe 
are thine if thou wilt be Chriſt's; oh then de- 
fire he would unite thee to himſelf that thou 
may'it be one among them that are one with 
Chriſt ; * theſe ſhal] be heirs to theſe great 

things; theſe muſt be of Chriſt's kindred 
and alliance; this alliance 1s not by natural 
conſanguinity,lt is by a feederal covenant Uni- 
on, and this Union is effected by us for our 
part by willingneſs and deſire; ſay then, art 
thou willing to Joſe and miſs theſe great 
things ? or doſt thou think them unworthy 
of thy deſire 2 or rather doſt thou not wiſh 
thou couldeſt detire them ? doſt thou not feel 
thy heart kindly. bubling forth ſuch aitectio- 


'nate delires as theſe after Chriſt2 oh thar I 


were of that happy family which are fo 
blefſed with Chriſt! oh that my name were 
written in the will! oh that there were a blank 
where I might ſecretly or openly write . 
mine own name there, then I would as 7acc- 
(yet without offence) ſteal a bleſſing! oh 
that there were ſome would ſhew me how 
I might imbody my ſelfwith this houſhold 
and kindred! why now if ſuch defires ſtir, 
behold here is a ihort, but a ſure method : 
Longings and deſires after marer Vnion - and 


| Cloſer comjunttion with Chriſt, heary deſires of 


communion with Chriſt will do this great work. , 
* 
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Love and eſteem of Chriſt 
and enſure this .excee ding rich. bleſſing to thee, 
Bleſſed are they who thus hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be ſatisfyed. 
Thus renewed - meditations on the common 
in centives of deſires, and renewed medita- 
tions on the peculiar, and extraordinary in- 
centives of our deſires, in likely-hood can do 
no leſs than increaſe our deſires after this 
moſt deſireable Union to Chriſt. 
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(CAP. V. Self. 4. 
Love and eſteem of Chrift, Improved 
by his Dyms a Teſtator. 


| A Fourth Grace improveable by the meds- 
Love and tation of Chriſt's Death as ſuch a loving 
Eftcem of and boxntiful Legaior, is love and high eſteem 
eng 4th. of his perſon and concernment, There are ſome 
VP) Grace graces which may be better ſpared in part, 
zmproved. Or in whole, others that are more needful 
; for a communicant at the Lord's table ; joy 
in believing may be little, perhaps none, yet 

the ſoul not unfit for the Sacrament. But 

the grace of love to Chriſt, with an high 

eſteem of the perſon and concernments of 

Chriſt, is ſo needful, that. whoſoever either 

loves him nor, or loves him not for his own 

ſake,is unworthy of this great ordinance. It is 

diſputed whether 7#das did partake of thisSa- 
crament, but it is not diſputable whether a 

heart like his, whether a man or woman who. 

loves Chriſt no more than «das did love him, 

be fit for theSacrament.It is a feaſt forChriſts. 
Friends ,, | .. 


£ 
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Friends, it is an entertainment for his beJoved 
ones, if that invitation, Ear O Friendsdring yea 
drink abundantly O Behold,Cant.5.1. Be not in- 
rended principally for a ſolemn bidding to 
this feaſt, yet the general equity, or congru- 
ity of it warranteth the Friends and lovers of 
Chriſt, and none elſe to come. The enemies 
of Chriſt muſt expeCt other kind of entertain- 
ment ; it is bring thoſe mine enemies and ſlay 
chem before me. In one word,that heart which 
is not full of Jove to God, is full unfit, for any 


approach to God in any ordinary and com- 


mon duty ;* much more anfit for this extra- 
ordinary and ſolemn acceſs to the Lord. 
Now in the Teſtament or laſt Will of Chriſt 
we may diſcern moſt evidently 

T. A love which deferveth to be very highly 
prized, a love toward us wich none but Chriſt 
ever did-or could bear and expreſs toward as : 
A love which entitled us to a participation 
of a Kingdom, for as the Father hath given 
a Kingdom to him, ſo hath he given a King- 
dom unto us; herein appeareth the largeneſs 
of his love to us; what he hath given decla- 
reth how much he loved, and the time when 
he gave ſheweth the conſtancy of his love 
to us; he loved us to the laſt. Now ingenuity 
ſers a value upon men according to the loye 
men bear to their Friends, and I am aſſured 
who ever readeth the laſt Will of Chrift rea- 
deth the greateſt, the conſtanteſt love; and 
why then ſhould it not be eſteemed their du- 
ty to ſet the higheſt price on Chriſt ? 

2. The incomparable excellencies which he 
was maſter of. The Legacies which he giveth 
manifeſt "what ſurpaiſing treaſures he, was 
T4 poſlet- 
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Love and efteems of Chriſt, 
poſſeſſour of ; theſe for kind are ſpiritual, for 
duration eternal, for ſuitableneſs full and ſatis- 
Jaftory, for uſe ſweet, ſafe and pure, for cer- 
rainty unchangeable; of. all which ſomewhat 


hath already been ſpoken, therefore no more 
ſhall now be ſaid. The vaſt riches of ſome 


,men have been kept. cloſe until their laſt 


will hath diſcovered: them, and how. then 
have ſome men admired them? indeed we 
cannot underſtand the full treaſures of our 
bleſſed Lord until we come to read his laſt 
Will and Teſtament in - the, light, of glory 
with eyes of immortality, and then he ſhall 
be admired in all them that believe, 2 The. 
x. Io. The believing foul- when be views 
the treaſures of grace, comfort -and glory 
made. over to him by Chriſt's will, cannot 
bur admire the incomparableneſs of his per- 
ſon; and although the believers eſtimate of 
Chriſt be ſo ingenuovs as to prize-Chriſt for 
his own worth, yer. it cannot be unthankful, 
or not prize him -for his gifts beſtowed on 
us. Whenever thou art going to a Sacrament 
(if other more quickeging motives do not 
offer themſelves) think on that which Chritt 
hath given thee by will ; and conſider how 
glorious and excellenta perſon he is! who 
bequeathed theſe great and good things; and 
who can, and will beſtow everyone. of them 
upon thee. 

3. Read over the will of Chriſt, and ponder 
well what he hath given and bequeathea, then 
refictt upon thy ſelf and ſee what thou art now, 
what thou waſt when he gave, and what thor 
art bike to be [0 long as thou liveſt upon earth, 
*Ard when this is well conſidered, thou wilt 

 .- 
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have cauſe to. ſay,. that among all bene- 
factours none can compare with Chriſt, in the - 
noble generous and free diſpoſition of his 
mind. And- indeed the excelling beneficence 
of Chriſt toward believers doth win an excel- 
ling eſteem and price in believers toward 
Chriſt ; who | 

I. Gave theſe great things of pardon andlife; / 
of grace and holineſs; of peace and comfort;of 
victory, and glory; {contained in his Legacies) 
ro ſtrangers diſeſteemers,rejectters;and in a word, 
enemies of the giver aud 112 gifts, Now *tis a 
generous mind which will do good to miſe- 
rable, forlorn men and women who knew 
not their miſery, who undervalued their re- 
covery, who rejected the motion, who decla- 
red. their enmity againſt their deliverer. He 
is a Phyſician of excellent temper, who can 
and yall, paſs by all thefe, and cure a Dying 
bod 7 Bebarſe he delight's to: heal. | 

Our Lord noteth in the parable, Ly. 10. 
30. . That a man went down from 7erx(alem, 
(a Jew) whom thieves robbed, and left 
wounded and half dead, inſenſible of his dan- 
ger,and unable to ask for help, whom a Sama- The enmi- 
_ ritan pilttied, ver. 33. Now obſerve, there - Fw the & 
was a very rankerous enmity in the Jewes 7. $2. 
againſt the Samaritanes, as appeareth from, eanes aroſe 
70h. 4 9, & 8. v.48. og on occaſion 


195 of raar 
Schiſm which the Samar:itanes were guilty of, and maintained 
againſt the Fews concerning the Worſhip ot Gpd, 7o4.4.20. Our 
Fathers wor ſhipped in this Mountain, and Je: {ay that: in Feruſalem 
x the place, &c. This quarrcl began fgon after the Caprivity of 
the Ten Tribes by Sa/maneſar p00years before Chriſt was born, 
and-ir had, been; countcnanced by a High Prieftand a Temple in 
_ a canitinued Succefion,of:300 years,; and fomewhar more, bc- 


fore the birth of Chrift :. So old Was a eoplty: 
Low: hf Lek A 29 FA 


Love and efleem of Chriſt 
. But this generous compaſſion of the Sa- 
maritan checks the old quarrel, and lendeth 
a helping hand ; ſuch noble compaſſion is'the 
compaſſion of our Lord to us, to whom God 
commendeth his love,that when we were enemies 
Chriſt dyed for us, Rom. 5. 8. However 
diſingenious ſinners - flight and underyalue 
the perſon of Chriſt, and his love toward 
them, whileſt they were very .enemies, yet 
whenſoever grace appeath, it changeth their 
minds, and maketh ſinners ceaſe from ſin, and 
become Saints;they ſhall at once both admire 
the excellency of Chriſt's perſon and Jove to- 
wards them, and comdemn all their former 
low,& unbeſeeming apprehenſions ofChriſt 6: 
his love. As the contin of Chriſt was thus 
generous in pittying of an undone enemy. 

i 2.. So ſecondly it appeareth a noble and 
excellent compaſſion if it appear to thee what 
thow now art ; either thox doſt not know thy 
ſelf and ſtate, or muſt confeſs, Chrift incom- 

parably excellent” in_ mind and diſpoſition, 
There is not now any worth in thee but what 

- thou haſt by vertue of Chriſt's Legacy ; 

where had others? where haſt thou thy 

grace? bur from the ſpirit of grace? and note, 
how the Apoſtle argueth this, Gal.3. 14, IF. 
by an argument drawn ( + Nadixrs ) from 
the Teſtament, and Will of Chriſt. Men do 
choſe perſons for ſome excellency or other, 
and therefore do many times make them 

_. heir heires. But here's a compaſſion and love 
that maketh us excel others, by giving us 

what wecould never have expected, ( ex con- 

aigno), by worthineſs of our own, The leaſt 

- Saint 15 "more excellent than the FRET 
| - carna 


ws ot 7oO 


a — 7 os opal 


f- 
h 
e 
a 
s 
y 

| 


PX 


Improved, by his Dying a Teſtatoy. 
carnal min : this the Saint hath from Chriſt 
by whoſe Teſtament. he is heir to a Crown, 
yet the excellenteſt Saint is leſs than the 
leaſt of the Legacies of his Lord. In our 
preſent ſtate there is nothing to commend 
us which doth not more commend our Lord 
who beſtowed it ; By the grace of God we are 
what we are, whether children, heirs or Le- 
gatees. And if we know as St. Pal did know 
we ſhall account all things as 
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he did. leſs and daung,Phil.3.8. Ca , which the Syriack 


”Tis loſs when he computeth NI yes defetus, 
the product of all his hopes 5 OB, A 


that are ſhort of Chriſt, and 

the things which Chritt freely gives, and in- 
ſtead of ought gained, he muſt writ much 
loſt. Sch then is the excellency of Chriſt that 
without him norhing can be gain, with hin no- 
thing ſhall be loſs : And 


3. When thou haſt viewed the great Lega- y 


cies of thy Lord, look on thy ſelf what thou wilt 


moſt certainly be ſo long as thou art on earth ; 
and this will commend the noble, excellent 


temper of thy: Lord. He knew that thou 
wouldeſt repine, be unthankful, live much 
below his Royal gifts, and in many things 
diſhonour the free giver : Yet all this never 
could diſcourage, or change the reſolutions, 
and purpoſe of thy moſt bountiful, loving, 
and tender Friend and Lord. Behold here 
is love as the Apoſtle hath it x fob. 4. 10. 
Not that we loved God, but he loved ns, &Cc. 


here love is Triumphant indeed! Ina word 


or two, either we muſt conclude the Chri- 
ſtian a moſt diſingenuous perſon, or elſe con- 
clude that the ſuryey of the great Legacies 

| his 


hriſt 


Tia. 53. 


of triumphant glory and praiſe on my head ; 


Love and eſteem of Chriſt 
his Lord bath given him will raiſe the Chri- 
ſtians eſteem of Chrift, it will enlarge his 
affections toward Chriſt. Thus the love of 
Chr:ſ# diſcovered in his laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment will draw oat love to him again, and love 
will find whereever the excellency of what is 
loved doth lye; rather than want an excellency 
to juſtify the paſſion, we ſee men will phancy, 
and make an excellency, and then value it. 
Spiritual love needs no ſuch help to eſteem 
Chriſt, it may find an infinite worth in him, 
and indeed doth- judge him the chief of ten 
thouſand.” None but he would dye; none but 
he dying would make ſuch proviſion for 

AUS. ; | 

4. This great Teſtator was brought to his end 
(as we ſay) by the faults, and through the folly 

of us whom he did ſo bighly befriend. We ſinned 
and he died; our wickedneſs brought him to 
the Croſs. Now whilſt we like ſheep went 

aſtray, aud the Lord laid on him the iniquity of 
as all: the precious life of the ſhepheard 
ranſomed the life of his wandring ſheep;what 
would have been the manner of men in this 
caſe 2 would, it not have been? Tle croſs 
them out of my will; I intended a bounteous 

Legacy, but be it now. as far from my mind 

as I was from theirs ; this would have been 

the reſolution of man, But this was not the 
mind of, Chriſt, (more excellent than man) 

No no, bur this his Noble diſpoſition; 7 will 

do the moſt my Friends need from me, though 

they have done the moſt they could againſt me; 

Fle conquer their unkindneſs, and they (cap- 

tives to my love) ſhall ſet an. eternal Crown 


I 
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T khow whither to bring them, and where 
they ſhall be of another temper and difpoſi- 
tion' towards me for my love. I will be- 
queath them a Crown of glory, though they 
have pierced me with a Crown of thorns; I 
know when they ſhall Took on me and mourn; 
when they ſhall heartily reſent their unkind- 
neſſes, and in requital of my love, ſhall prize 
me higher than their own life, 

So let my ſoul] ever ſay, thy love, oh 
Lord! furviving death, and conquering my 
ingratitude deſerveth a higher eſteem, and 
larger affeftions than a narrow heart and low 
apprehenfions can offer thee. 


CAP. V.. SetF.: 5. 


Zeal for C briſt Improved on C brift's 
| Dymg a Teſiator. 
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A Fifth grace ſuiting to the Sacrameit,and yth. Sacta- 


improveable by conſidering Chriſt a Teſta- —_— 
tor making his will when he Died, is Zeal to orovehige 
his glory and honour, 1 think it not needful ro : 


prove the ſuitableneſs of this grace to the 


Sacrament. . The heijghth of love to Chritt, 


the indignation againit former fins, fervenr, 

ſetled, reſolutious to oppoſe, ſupprets and 0- 

verthrow all Iluſts, and the ftirrings of Iuſts; 

which, as formerly they have riſen vp, ſo 

now would afreſh riſe up againſt Chriſt (all 

which,as they are in eyery prepared commu-- 
| nicant, 


I74 Zeal for Chriſt Improved, 
nicant, (and which are the conftitutives of 
Zeal) ſo they would clearly prove this, bur 
I take it none will deny (or doubt) that Zeal 
to the glory and honour of Chriſt doth wel] 
ſuit with the conſtant ordinary courſe of the 
Chriſtians converſation;how much.more doth 
it beſeem him in his nearer acceſles to Chriſt? 
The people which are his peculiar muſt be 
Tit. 2.14. Zealons of Good works,» fervent in ſpirit ſerving 
Rom.12.11 zþe Lord. Now beſide what arguments ariſe 
from the common profeſſed Friendſhip of the 
Chriſtian to Chriſt, As 
T7. The candour and humanity which we 
ſhew to every man who is dead, of whom 
either nothing ought be ſaid, or nothing bur 
good ; an ingenuous perſon is moved with 
Zeal for the name and credit- of the dead, 
when they are traduced, eſpecially 
2, When the innocency of the perſon was 
in his whole life well known to all whoin 
3 any degree of acquaintance knew him we 
| | ſhould not take up the buried miſcarriages of 
| of the dead, nor may we diſguiſe the 
good workes of thoſe that are not by to 
plead for themſclves. 

3. When our Friends were uſeful to all 
that needed and would make ufe of them, we 
endure not they ſhould be traduced by ſurvi- 
Ving rancor and envy. 

When all this Friendſhip, innocency 
uſefulneſs, and generous. beneficence of our 
Friend met with nothing almoſt but cauſeleſs 

_ vexations and troubles, and of theſe one 
ſucceeding the other without Reft: we think 
it hard (as indeed it is very exceeding hard ) 


meaſure, that it neither meet with reſt in 
_ life, 
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life, nor death that it ſhould be defamed 


| where all men have a priviledg ſecuring them 
' from piercing cenſures, and envious. re- 


proaches: theſe and ſuch like motives of Zeal 
for the honour of our dear Friend who Dy- 
ing. from «ps left his love to live with us, are 
equally apfjcable to any ſuch Friend, if any 
ſuch may found among the ſons of 
men. But Mxer and above. all theſe in cen- 
tives there aſe ſome ſpecial incentives to 
Zeal for the honour of our Lord on this very 
account, thatfhe dyed a Teſtator making his 
Teſtament and laſt Will. 

T. Hereby we are embodicd into the family 
whereof Chriſt :s the head and cheif; lo that our 
zeal for his honour,is a zeal for the honour of 
our whole family. That we are of his family, 
is a very high ennobling us, a very great en- 
riching us, it doth exceedingly enhance our 
worth 6: honour, & we therefore are highly 
obliged to contend for his honour; we rightly 
judge the ſon bound to plead the honour of 
his dying Father, and we do as rightly judge 
the Chriſtian.much more bound to plead the 
honour of his dying Lord, whoſe Teſtament 
hath made him a Son, and gave him a ſhare 


' both in the honour and wealth of the family. 


2. In the laſt Will of our Dying Lord we 
read his Zeal and ſtrength of affettion for our 
peace, our comfort, our ſafety, and our happi- 
neſs; all which falleth to the ground and va- 
niſheth:- if the: Legacies of our Lord fail us, 
we had need therefore with Zeal contend 
for his honour; not as though our 'plea 
would in any thing ratify, or confirm, for 
(as we cannot give)ſo neither needs he to de- 

| rive 
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- Zeal for Chriſt Improved, 
rive otipht of his authority from us ; the hath 
received all power from his Father. Bur'yet 
(after the manner/ of men be it ſpoken) we 
are bound to afſeft and defend the glory of 
his atthority and power of diſpoſing and be- 


queathing to us, and to others, whatſoever 


he bath by Will and Teſtamentary diſpoſition 
teft to us and to them. If he had given what 
was not his to give, we muſt either ſoon 
have parted with it, or for ever have miſſed 
of it; but herein lieth our advantage and 
comfort, that the large Legacies of our Lord 
to us, are as the fruit of fo much Zealous 
Jove for us; ſo they. are the Acts of Soveraign 
power delegated to Chriſt by the Father, 
as our Lord himſelf intimateth to us, Lzk. 
22.29. As the Father hath appointed anto 
we, fo I appoint a Kingdom unto you. 

Our Zeal. then for the honour of Chriſt 
doth as well maintain our hope, comfort 
and intereſs, as it doth - maintain his autho- 
Tity ; and what man would ſuffer the power 
to be nulled which gave hima rich and. in- 
eſtimable Legacy ? - 

3. The least degree of good bequeathed to . us 
by the Will of our TeStator in his will (remem- 
bred by us in the Lords ſupper) doth greatly 
ſurpaſs all the Zeal we can bear to bis glory 
awd honogr : read over his will, and ſee there 
3s juſtification in his blood ſhed for remiſſion 
of ſin, aſflurance of peace with God ſecured 
by the frequent remembrance of the blood 
of ſprinkling, Sanctification, conſolation, and 
future glory; all theſe promiſed by him, who . 
being Mediator of the Covenant, hath redu- 
ced'the whole to the forin of a Teſtamen- 
tary 
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cary diſpoſition,and-confirmed it by his death, 
Now when thou art going to'a Sacrament, 


conſider and judge with thy ſelf, ſhould I 
nof be very Zealous for his honour who 


\, hath given many ineſtimable gifts to me ? 


am Inot leſs than the leaſt of grace bequea- 
thed ? is not remiſſion of my fin greater Tove 
'than my love can requite? is not Hope of 
glory greater than mine obedience can ever 
eq uall? ſhall I then eyer think I have affeCtion 
enough? or have done enough for his honour 
by whom T have received whatlhave already, 
by whom TI-ſhall receive what I hereafter ex- 
pect? No! No! I muſt be ever blowing my 
leave into a greater flame of Zeal forhis ho- 
nour, and yet his love and Zeal for-me will 
outſhine and overpower all mine for him. 
4+ View the Will of thy Teftator be perſwaded 
to remember that he is now living in glory, and 
beboldeth all that Love aud Zeal which thor 
carrief in thy breaſt, which thou expreſleſt 
in thy life toward him : he is not like other 
men, who dying,know no more of the deport- 
ment and behaviour of befriended ſurvivours: 
thou canſt not bury the knowledge (for duſt 
hatch 'not blinded the eye) of the Lord ; he 
Hves for ever, and he knows how thou recei- 
veſt, improveſt and reſenteſt his Love and 
Zeal for thy good, and with what face wilt 
thou appear before him one day if thou haſt 
not been hired (ſhall I fay ?) or bought with 
ſo great price into the love of, and into a 
Zeal for thy beneficent, liberal} and incom- 
parable Friend and . Lord? I obſerve 7aceb 
dying, recommended the care of his burial 


cauſe 


. to Zoſeph aboye all his _ it was likely be- 
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cauſe 7oſeph more than any of his fons was 
debtor to the love and care of - his Father 
for a double portion beſtowed on him : _ of 
all men we who haye a double portion by 
_ Chrift; a portion of bleflings on earth, and in 
Heaven, ſhould zealouſly perform his will ; 
we muſt account it facred[y inviolable, and 
fhew it in ſhewing forth his praiſes, x Per. 2.9. 


—— 


CAP.Y. det. 6. 
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Foy Improved on Chriſt Dying a 


Teſtator. 


G A Sixth grace well ſuiting the Lord's ſup! 
per, and Improveable on account of t 

Lord's Dying a Teftator, 5s joy and gladnefs 
in the Lord,and in his goodnels.It is confeſſed 
by all, that it well ſuiteth with feaſts of love, 
that the gueſts ſhould joy together, and re- 
Joice in their Friend, who is equally Friend 
unto them all. The ſoul which cometh bur- 
thened with ſins and ſorrows, confeſleth he 
ſhould rejoice in the Lord, and is well pleaf- 
ed that others do it whilſt he cannot : it is a 
ſpiritual joy which well becometh this ſpiri- 
ritual feaſt. I do not ſay the heart is-unfit for 
it who doth not rejoice; 1 know the ſpiritcal 
Hunger and thirſt of the ſoul] ſpeaketh the 
ſoul fit, and ſuch may,. ſuch indeed oughr to 
come; yet when hunger and thirſt after the 
Lord are accompanied with joy in the Lord, 

the 
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deferye the higheſt pitch of your joy ? are 
TM 


on Chriſt Dyiug a Teftatoy. 
the ſoul is better, is more throughly prepa- 
red for this feaſt, this commemoration of 


| their Dying:Lord. 


Now the Chriſtian's joy, beſide the gene- 
ral motives of joy ariſing from the general 
nature of the object of delight and joy, as - 
goodneſs in the thing enjoyd, propriety 
whereby it becomes ours, and poſlefſion, or 
preſence..of it with us according ro cur 
preſent capacity and exigency, whether re- 
freſhing, repairing, or filling us, or in what 
other manner of operation it afteCteth;, in 
which the Chriſtian joy, and the delight of 
other men do agree, The ſpiritual joy of the 
Chriſtian hath great advantages from the 
laſt Wilt and Teſtament of his Lord ; As 

I. Fir$t the tranſcendency of them. If there 
were any bleſſings better than-others in the 
poſſeſſion, and art the diſpoſal of their Lord, 
ſurely theſe ſhould be given among the be- 
loved Friends. Servants, attenders, comple- 
mental viſiters, and ſuch like common Friends 
potlibly may be put off with common gifts, 
but the beſt ſhall be diſtributed unto the beſt 
Friends. A Kingdom in glory, the ſpirit of 
Adoption, remiſion of ſins, increaſe of all 
grace, and conſolations through faith Grc. 
are the choice bleſlings bequeathed to Þelie- 
vers in Chriſt's Will, and repreſented, enſured, 
and in prelibations, or foretaſt conveyed to 
believers in the right reception of the Lord's 
Supper; let it be therefore throughly conli - 
dered; and when either of thoſe forecited 
mercies appear contained in his Will, ask 
your ſelves whether the leaſt of theſe do not 
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they 
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Foy Improved, =} 
they not better worth your delight than all 
the worldling can delight in ; how much do 
ſpiritual mercies excel temporal ? how far do 
Heavenly priviledges excel earthly? ſo much 
certainly may the joy of believers in their* 
Lord, excel] the joy of carnal men; . for 
whileſt the common bounty of a Dying Lord 
gives ſenſible, outward, and temporal good 
to mankind, the ſpecial grace and love of 
their Dying Lord and Saviour, giveth be- 
lievers all ſpiritual mercies in heavenly things. 


. Oh my ſoul ! believeſt thou there is love e- 


nhough in the good will of Chriſt to make 
thee a Legatee ? and doſt thou not believe 
there was treaſure enough in the hand of 
Chriſt to make thy Legacy worth thy de- 
lights and Joy ? 

2. | Look over the rich gifts of thy Lord, and 
ſay, my propriety and title to all is as ſure as 
they are needfull, There is nothing can pretend 
to equal them in either of theſe two; ne- 
ceſlary and certain, -and therefore no joy 
can be warrantably equall with the joy of a 
believer, what ever our eye ſeeth here a- 
mong the viſible (7 &x:muwz)-things are 
but (Teg7%ues) temporary, and every one 
of them can make themſelves wings ſwift 
enough to fly out of our reach; but what 
Chriſt hath bequeathed (& ms wi Baemrueres) 
among the inviſible things are (Ava) erer- 
nal, in his hand who can hold them, and 
in his right whoſoever enjoyeth them ſhall 
never Ioſe them. Look then on thy title and 
tenure in that title and right thy Lord had to - 
what he gave thee, and then as thou mayſt 


laugh with ſcorn and deriſion at the implea- 


dings 


on Chriſt Dying a Teſtator. 


. dings of any of thy ſpiritual adverſaries, ſo 


thou wilt ſurely laugh with delight, and joy 
in the love of thy Lord, and in thy inviolable 
propriety to every good thing he hath be- 


r8uf 


queathed. The will of a man may poflibly be pgs, ac. 
evacuated, and the Legacy loſt. I know a and Monu. 
Kingdom was once - bequeathed by Will 4» 1553. 


which did the Legatee no more ſervice than 
to haſten the poſleſſion of what Chriſt hath 
given, which could not be loſt, though the 
other was. with the life which by a Royal 
will, ſhould have enjoyd it. Such uncertainty 
and hazads attend other Legacies; thoſe Chriſt 
gives are ſure. No man ſhall take your joy 


from you, Foh. 16. 22, The object of ſuch joy 


will well juſtify the greatneſs of it; *cis a de- 
I;ght none can imbitter. 
3. .Note well the preſent poſſeſſion of theſe 


giſts and Legacies; This will enhance thy joyes. 


No man can rationally rejoice in any thing 
which is not ſomewhar preſent to his Hopes, 
or to his hand ; eicher the object of our de- 
I;ghts muſt be in aCtual poſſefſion, or elle 
enſured to us in reverſion. Now in the-actual 
poſſeſſion of theſe good things given, and de- 
quearhed to us, there is ſomewhat that excels 


_ the manner of poſleſling all other goods. As, 


x7. Other goods are preſent under a Law 
of mutability and change to the worle, theſe 
ſhall only change to the better. 

2. Other goods are poſlefled with anxious 
cares leſt they ſhould, and with rormenting 
fears that they, will fail us at our need. 
But the Legacies our Lord hath given are 
poſſeſſed with aſſurance that they ſhail helt 
beſtead us when we moſt need them. 

" 9. 43, Orr 
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Joy Improved, | 


3. Other goods preſent do but ſatisfy. 
our ſenſitive appetite, - or flatter the errours 
of our deceived reaſon; theſe ſatisfy the ne- * 
ceſſary deſires of a rightly informed mind 
and will, 

4- Other goods preſent do often cloy, 0- 
ver-load, impair, and weaken the poſlefſors 
of them as we ſee it too often in voluptuou's 
perſons that are wearied with, and waſted 
by their own delights ; the goods bequea- 
thed by Chriſt are never burthenſome in 
their preſence, poſſeſſion or uſe. _ 

Thou then who ſeeit thy Lord's bounty, 
and who taſteſt the ſweetneſs of the preſent 
polleſſed goods, (with theſe advantages over 
and above all the enjoyments of the world- 
ling, ) enjoyn thy ſelf to rejoice more a- 
bundantly in that thon doſt fo .much enjoy ; 
it is warrantable thou ſhouldſt excell them 
in thy affeftion whom thou excelleſt in thy 
poſlefſion. | js 

5- Other goods are evermore leſſened by 
their preſence and enjoyment ; flowers the 
ſweeteſt and beautifulleſt, do infenſibly waſte 
their ſweetneſs is ſtil] expiring until all be 
gone, their beauty fadeth rill they ſhrivel into 
uncomelineſs: Not ſo here, for we do, or, 
might daily draw out more ſweetneſs, dif- 
cern more beauty, and find greater fatisfa- 
ction m theſe excellent things bequeathed 
x0 us by our Lord. The more we are ac- 
quainted with them, the more we deſire, 
delight in, and are fatisfied with them ; they. 
grow upon us in the uſe, continuance, and 
ſearch afrer them; whaf thou haſt of them 
1s a pledg of more thou ſhalt have; view —_ 
? 6 $ig- a> g4" | x theſe | -> 
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Gratitude Improved, on C, briſt's 
theſe particulars, and thy judgment will de- 
termine. That the excelling worth of the 


. things; the excellency of thy tenure, and 


right ; the excellency of the preſence, and 
approximation of them, with immutability, 
ſecurity, ſatisfaction, renewed ſweetneſs, and 
growing content, do call aloud for an ex- 
celling degree of joy and delight in them, 


co 


CAP. V. Set. 7. 


Gratitude Improved, on Chriſt's 
Dying a Teſtator. 


7. TE E Seventh Sacramental grace I men- 

tioned, is Gratitude, and thankful re- 
turnes to the memory of our Dying Lord. In 
this point I labour not for a proof, it is con- 


feſſedly owned . by all who own any thing 
-of the excellency, continued uſefulneſs, and 


efficacy of the Sacrament. Ir is the Eucha- 
riſt, and very unfitly, named if thankfulneſs 
be- not required to fit us for it. "Twere 
ſtrange if the generality of Chriſtians ſhould 
miſtake in a practical point of ſuch daily oce 
currence. It ſucceeded 'in the room of a 
Sacrament which required high meaſures of 
Gratitude ; and it is the ſtanding memorial 
of the greateſt benefit obtained for us ; it is 
a ſtanding pledge of our greateſt expecta- 
tion, viz. Ofthe blefſed Hope, and glorious 
appearing ' of the great God and our Saviour; | 
" Wh For 
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Gratitude Improved, on Chriſt"s 

for herein we ſhew forth his death until he 
come. It becometh us to-be thankful, but 
why ſo particularly to Chriſt a Teſtator?- 
what is in thar more than ordinary? or if 
you ſhew not more than ordinary incentives 
to thankfulneſs, yet what particular ſufficient 
juducements are there to this in Chriſt's 
Dying a Teſtator t@ confirme his laſt 
Will ? 

x. Look, ſee what he hath as a Teſtatar 
done for you and me. He hath bequeathed to 
#s a participation with himſelf in every excel- 
tent thing we needed, or are capable of. He hath 
conveyed to us-by his laſt will, pardon and 
Juſtification through his Death, and obedi- 
ence. He hath conveyed Sanctificaion, and 
purifying grace, through the ſpirit which he 

oureth out upon us, ſince he died, and roſe 
again, aſcended; and ſitteth on the right 


' hand of the Father : He hath conveied con- 


ſolation and joy through the ſpirit of Adop- 


. tion; and-will give the poſſeſſion of that in- 


heritance of glory, which (as yet) is reſer- 
ved for us in Heaven, and which is duely en- 
ſured to us in the Sacrament. In one word, 
the whole Covenant of grace framed into a. 
Teſtament, is confirmed by the Death of 
Chriſt the Teftatour ; ſo that thox, and 1, are 
beholding to Chriſt a Teſt ator for all the riches 


of grace, conſolation and glory. Well worthy . 


of thine and my praiſe, thanks, and hearty. 
acknowledgments is Chriſt therefore for that 
he by his Death hath procured, and by will 


hath entitled us unto ſuch grear ard glorious ' 


advantages and benefits. 


2, Chrift a Teſtator hath deſerved thy maft = 
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Dying a Teflatoy. 
ratefat reſentment s of his love for that he hath 
by this means removed all thy fears, and pre- 
vented all thy doubts, leaſt at any time tho 
ſhouldſt (by reaſon. of thy weak faith and de- 
fetive love, ) fall ſhort of the goodneſs and 
bleſſings thou expetteſt ; for this & other Te- 
ſtaments) is of force now that the Teſta- 
or is dead, and fince he is dead none may 
either null it, or alter it, but it muſt continue 
for ever in ſtrength. And on this conſidera- 
tion of certainty and validity doth the A- 
poſtle, :Gal. 3. IF. advance the excellency 


_ of the promiſes made to Abraham, and to 


Abraham's ſeed. Now what ever doth ad- 
vance the excellency of the promiſes made 
to us, -doth likewiſe advance our debt of 
thankfulneſs for the promiles. | 

3. Chriſt a Teſtator is worthy of our highe#t 
Gratitude, for ſo much as he hath by his laft 
Will and Teitament diſpoſed of his rich inheri- 
tauce amongFt us, ſo as we may duly expett, 
and gouftanily fetch 'in as much as we will of 
grace for our preſent help and comfort, reſerv- 
zng the Tullveſt of all anto the final couſummation 
of the eleft redeemed, Many a man loſeth all, 
or elſe much of his thankes by an unſeaſo- 
nable caution in his will, that the Legatees 
ſhall have nothing of the gift until ſuch a 
time to which ir is uncertain whether he 
hve ; but Chriſt deſerveth our admiration, as 
well as our thanks, for the preſent benefir, 
uſe, and advantages we have from his Teſta- 
ment. He hath ſo given, that wee may now 
enjoy ; we ſo enjoy now, that hereafter we 
ſhall receive; preſent enjoyments were not to 


be compared with fature; the preſent improve- 


ment 


Dying a Teftatoy; 

"ment is ſufficient- to, keep us handſomely 3 
the future is far aboye mine . and your 
thoughts. 

4. Chriſt a TeStator worthy of thy thanks 
for ſo much as he was thus mindful of thee at 
the laſt, when enemies inſulted and vannted 

ainſt him; when ſorrows and pains did 
ſeife him ; when his Friends ſtood aloof off, 
and ſome of them denied him; when many 
were content not to be known of his. ac-. 
quaintance;when he foreſaw what Friends we 
(in our ſeyeral generations)would be to him 
for what theſe perſons were under Chriſt's 
Eye, was both an index, or diſcovery of 
them, and alſo a ſymprome, or prognoſtick 
what we after them would prove. And yet 
for all this his love continued firm to us, and 
made -them and us Heirs both - of his own, 
and of his Father's love alſo. 

5. And laſtly, conſider this, Chrift a Teſta- 
ror, is Chriſt Voluntarily Dying that be might 
make all ſure tous. He was not by nature 
under an unchangeable law of Death, as we 
are; if he had nor loved us ſo much, he nee- 
ded not to have Died ; here then is his plea 
and Title unto our Gratitude ; he did Volun- 
tarily, and of choice put himſelf into a con- 
dition that he might dye, to procure and 
confirm the promiſes to us. And yet the 
kind and -manner of Dying, and pains he did 
foreſee in his Death, are the circumſtances 
which, as they ſet off, and advance his love 
to us, fo do they increaſe. and augment our 
debt of a. loving hearty 'reſentment. of his 
kindneſs. Sirs, Chriſt muſt dye a curſe un- 
| der the vindictive juſtice of God ere by 
| | cou 
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Gyatitude Improved, on Chriſt's 
could :convey by will the Heavenly, bleſſed 
and everlaſting Legacies, which we now ex- 
pet from him asa Teſtator. Whoſo ſhall 
caſt an Eye upon theſe, particulars, if others 


- more quickning do not - occur, yet theſe 


will either perſwade to thankfulneſs, or ren- 
der unthankfulneſs inexcuſable. We do uſual- 


. ly pick out ſuch circumſtances as theſe to 
commend the worthineſs of our. Friends 


fove towards us at his Death; he remembred 
me in what I moſt needed, provided for me 
as much asTI need, or can receive, he (I 
thank him)” ſetled it by will thar T might be 
ſure of it: And herein 1 am pgrearlieſt beholden 
to him, that as I was anfit to be truſted with 
all at once, and unable to ſubſeſt without any of 
it for preſent, he did in wiſe kindneſs to me 
provide that the main part ſhould be reſerved 
for me, and that the leſſer be now groen rnto we; 
So Chriſt, that I might live, and rejoice in 
the preſent grace of my Lord to me; that I 
might be rich and happy in the poſlefſion of 
the whole, when I was fit for, and capable of 
it, did wiſely. bequeath me a portion of peace 
in him, grace from him, comfort through 
him, all which TI needed, bur hath reſerved, 
fulneſs of Glory, the immarceſcible Crown, 
the unchangeable Kingdom, the inconceiv- 
able, and + unſpeakable blefſedneſs, until I 
ſhould be prepared to enjoy them all: herein 
the love of Chriſt excelleth, infomuch as 
he did all this for us, when ſorrows and 
troubles, greater than can be equalled were 
beſetting him; nay, he pur himſelf into a 
ſtate ſubje& ro all thoſe ſorrows and trou- 
bles (from which by nature he was free) 
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Humility Improved, on Chriſt 
that he might be-liable to dye, and make all 
this mercy ſure to thee, and me (and ſuch: 
like us) by Teſtament: and thou, and I muſt 
thank him that he 'did it for us who by our 
folly and wickedneſs were the cauſes of all 
this ſorrow, and trouble to him. Here is 
love to be owned with higheſt renſentments, _ 
and moſt enlarged affections; Chriſt 55 the 
ateſt conqueronr 'of hearts and therefore to 
e crowned with a triumphant wreath of enfla- 
med hearts; oh live, and dye in the grate- 
ful acknowledgments of his love. If (as ſome 
men will have it) his Table where thou ſup- 
peſt with him be an Altar, Iet not this Altar 
ever want a flaming Sacrifice, Let thine 
heart be offered to him; he deſerveth more, tha 
canſt not tender leſs ; it were too little if thou 
had'ſt ought more ; it will bs ſufficient if thou 
doſt not think it too much. Oh my ſoul ! thy 
preſent income is worth thy thanks; thy 
future full poſſefſion. is fitteſt for an eſtimate 
and thanks in the higheſt Heavens. 
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CAP. V. Sed7. 8. 
Flumility Inproved, on Chriſt's 
Dying a Teſtator. 


8. TE E eight Sacramental grace I did men- 
| tion was Humility. The proud and 
lofty heart bearing it ſelf high upon its own 
deceived opinion, is - not fit for the Lords 


Table and Supper; the Lard ſtands (not as 


an... 


Dying a Teſtator. 


3n endeared Friend to entertain,but)as an ar- * 


med man to oppoſe, the proud. Tis the meek 
ſhall eat and be ſatisfied,as the Pſalmiſt in ano- 
caſe ſaid, who come-to the Lords Table rich- 

provided with their ſelf-confidences are 


{on empty away, 
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Ay]rtdoxlau; 
Jam. 4.6. : 
lal. 22.26, 


whilſt he filleth the hungry with x 1 1 $3: 


good things. In this clothing muſt we appear, x Per. 5.5. 


tor however plain it may ſeem to be, *tis re- 
ally a clothing of very great price in the account 
of God;to ſpeak of the excellency of this grace 
is aliene to this place; and the ſeaſonableneſs, 
-and ſuitableneſs of it to- the Sacrament, ? 
* think fo apparent, that it needeth not any 
proof, I rather addreſs my ſelf to point out 
rhe incentives which from Chriſt Dying our 
Teſtator, do offer themſelves to ſet forward 
and improve this grace of hamiliry ; It will 
teach us to judge of our felves as becometh 
us, and it will ever keep us lowly. 

I. The Apoſtles motive to humility, 1 Cor. 
4+ 7. offereth it ſelf to us in the very entrance 
on this meditation; what haſt thow which thou 
haſt not recerved? look on either the beauty 
ofthy renewed ſoul, or the comelineſs of 
thy holy converſation, or the excellency of 
thy: juſtified ſtate, or the honour of thy A- 
doption, .or look on the luſtre of thy ſpiri- 
tual joyes, thy heavenly Hopes. And'of all 


I Pct. 3.4: 


theſe in genera], or of any of the particulars *' 


compriſed in them ; can'it thou ſay, this, or 
that 1s not received ? I know thou can'ſt not 
deny the receiving , ard if thou haſt recei- 
ved,why doſt thou boaſt? this Queſtion, like 
a needle, opens the ſwoln bladder of pride, 
and Jetteth out the wind of vain opinion, 
which would either -corrupt, or break us. 

Thou 
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Humility Improved, on Chriſt | 


\ Thou hadft had as little to pride thy - ſelf in ' 


as one who hath only his ſhame to. glory in, 
if thou hadſt not received what is now thy 
glory; it was the bounty of thy Rich, and 


Loving, Friend at his Death, to enrich thee ; 


thou haſt no reaſon either | ' 

I. To boaſt before God, who hath choſe 
and called thee, as others like thee, weak, 
fooliſh and baſe ; Free and Rich mercy hath 
raiſed, made- wiſe, and excellent; and now 
neither thou, I, er any fleſh may boaſt be- 
fore God, x Cor, I. 26, 27, 28, 29. For what 
we are, we are in Chriſt, as v. 39, And the 
glory is due to God alone ; as v. ZI. | 

2; Nor to. boaſt over thy brocher who 
was every Whit” as. Good as thou before 
Grace made the difference, and may ere 
long be as Rich in Grace as any, and ,more 
humble than thou art yet. He who hath 
adorned and blefled thee, might with the 
ſame freeneſs have adorned him whom thou 
deſpiſeſt.Since then all that Good which is in 
thee was given”to thee by thy Dying Lord, 
It 1s abſurd and exceeding unſeemly for thee 
to-lift up thy ſelf above thy brother, or to 
Glory in thy ſelf before thy God. When thou 
intendeſt 'to approach the Sacrament, and 
when thou art there attending on the Lord, 
remember thou hadfſt been poor and deſtirgte 
of all thoſe bleſſings therein repreſented, if 
thy, Lord Dying,had not by Will bequeathed 
all to thee ; 

2. The Secoud perſwaſive to Humility drawn 
from the Death of Chrift as a Teſtator, lea- 
ving us ſuch Legacies, may be our incapacity 
ro ſerve him in any real fervice of advantage to 

| ins 


we 
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Dying a Teftator. 
him. We Never yet were, we never ſhall 
hereafter be in. any capacity either of deſer- 
ying ' what we have received, or of requiting 
the love which gave it tous. He that gave 
it, gave by Will, and Dyed:to confirm his 
Will, and our goodneſs could not extend to 
our Friend in the other world.Our Lord nee- 
deth it not; wee are, when our ' beſt is done, 
anprofit able ſervants. Theſe are two things 
which have kept better men in a humble, 
Jowly thought of themſelves. David's prayer, 
Pſal. 16, z, was from a humble heart, and 


in an humbled ftate; and he maintained his - 


Humility on the obſervation of his uſeleſnets 
and unprofitableneſs to his Lord, his preſer- 
ver, ver. 2,3. My Goodneſs extendeth not un- 
zo thee, G&rc. Tt is Elihu his argument, 7ob 
35. ver. 5. with 7. &. 8, To perſwade to hu- 


mility.- And Eliphax ob. 22. 2. lay's down ' 


"man's unprofitableneſs firſt, and leaves us to 
conclude that a»profitable man maſt be a hum- 
ble man.; thou mayeſt not be proud before 
one who needs thee not ; thou muſt not boaft 
in thy Beſt, ſeeing thy beſt is not good to 
him before whom thou boaſteſt.Should a man 
boaſt himſelf in his ſmoaky cottage before 
his Soveraign in his magnificent pallace ? or 
ſhould a lame and decrepit fool boaſt of 
his wiſdom and ſtrength, . and commend ir 
to his Soveraign for the wars? Ina word 

or two, ; | 
1, Were thy Lord but a man, yet his pre- 
ſent ſtate of Majeſty and certaineſt coming mn 
Glory confirmed, repreſented to thee in his 
Laſt Teſtament,mindeth thee that he needeth 
not thy help, Thou canſt not fay, He = 
e 


w 
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abſqglute and uncontrouled dominion, what a 


Humility Improved, os Chriſt 
be, but not ſowell without me. : 
. 2. The largeneſs of that ſtate he was 


poſſeſſed of before he gave thee intereſs in it, - 


and which he hath till in his poſſeſſion ſince 
he gave theearight to any part of it, doth 
clearly demonſtrate that thou haſt nothing 
to pride thy ſelf in before thy Teſtator : a- 
mongſt other cauſes of humility,we ſhall find 


that the wealth and Riches of thoſe we ap- ' 


pear before, is one which perſwadeth us to 
a demiſs. and lowly deportment and behavi- 
our; there is an appearance of Glory in 


Riches, Pſal. 49. 16, For with increaſe of . 


Riches there is in common eſteem an increaſe 
of Glory. Now in the gifts and Legacies of 
thy Dying Lord, thou mayſt clearely ſee 
thoſe true, precious, and laſting Treaſures of 
grace, comfort and glory, which he was, and 


is ſtill owner of; with him are Riches and 


honour, Prov. 8, 18. Tohim therefore reve- 
rent carriage, and humble thoughts, (affte- 
tions, andeſteem) -of our ſelves in his pre- 
ſence is moſt ſuitable. And who is not affe- 
ted with humility and lowlineſs toward 
Chriſt, is ſo much the more injurious to him 
by how much more excellent and precious 
Chrift's riches and wealth excel the Riches 
of men which are ſo highly eſteemed, that 
they are judged ſufficient ground of honour 
to the owner, and ſufficient cauſe of com- 
manding humble carriage in the poorer. 

3. In Chrift Dying 'a Teſtator,, thou may- 
eſt diſcern a dignity of dominion and Lord- 


ſhip over the things which are diſpoſed of by 


will; A dominion which cometh near to an 


man 


» 
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Dying a Teſtator. | 
man may give by will to whomſoever he 
pleaſeth, is more under the dominion of that 
man than the things which need a farther 
and more large conveyance. As the eſtate 
which may be deviſed by Will, and fo con- 
vey'd to a Child, Ftiend, or ſtranger, is triore 
under the dominion of the prelent 'owner, 
than is that eſtate which ſome law entaileth 
on the. owners heirs; or Children. Now this 
being the caſe, Chriſt's dominion, and abſo- 
lute ſoyeraignty.. over' the good things he 
hath given by Will, doth require and deſerve 
a humble and lowly ſpirit in thoſe who par- 
take of theſe gifts. Dominion is as a Ground 
of. honour in thoſe who are inveſted with it; 
ſoa Ground of humility in thoſe who are 
inferiour to it, What would be eſteemed 
Friendly familjarity in me towards my equal, 
and a commendable deportment , would be 
accounted infſolent pride in me towards my 
Lord, or Soveraigne, and a carriage not to 
be endured. fojeph advanced to be Ruler 
over all the Land of e£gypr, muſt be faluted 


. With a Bowing Knee, Gen. 41. 43. Which 


was the outward and viſible exprefſion of 


that double apprehenſion, (1.) of his worth Geii-27. 294 
and honour, (2.) of the meanneſs and Jowneſs |;7; 7 
of the reſt who bowed. It is a very general ©0397" 


and ancient figne of the reſpect we bear to 
the. dignity . and worth of any one we bow 
before. The infolent ſouldiers in their car- 


riage toward Chriſt when they bowed che 


knee, Math. 27. 29. Shewed us what humi- 
lity . becometh ſubjefts, and what honour is 
doe to Soveraigns. Look then on that abſo- 


Chriſt's 


-lute dominion and power which appzareth in 
Ps N 


be 
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Chriſt's Taft Will and "Teſtament, be then . 
Judge in the cafe, and fay,' What befeemerth 
thee in Receiving gifts from Soveraigne 
Power, from, ,an,abſolute Lerd 2 will itnot 

ſeem thy fow, abject, and poor ſtare, to 
attend the prefence, and receive the gifts of 
ſuch a Lord (as Chriſt is)with a bended knee, 
and a humble heart ? | 

What right be farther faid in this parti- 
cular I ſhallTeave to each'ones ſarger medira- 
tions becauſe I will haſten to an end of the 
Chapter and ſubject. | fra 
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£42.59 


_——_—_ Py a= - Mk. . 


CAP. V. $4. 9. 
Patience in Suffervigs Improved, - 2 
on-Chriſt's Dying a.Jeſtator. 


Ninth Grace well ſuiting with” the 

Lords Supper, aid Improvable on confs- 
deration of Chriſt Dying a Teſtator, is ſtrong. 
and ſettled reſolution 'with'patience to undergo 
for him all hardſhips anil rings which the 
Lord ſhall permit to come upon w. A preme- 
ditated furvey of al} the ſufferings for the 
Lord Chriſt and his Goſpel, with adviſed 
purpoſes not to ſhrink from them, is requi- 
1ed of every Chriſtian, and doth very well 
fir the thoughts of a Sacrament in which 
the Chriftian communicateth with a Lord 
who was in his whole life a'Man of ſorrows; 
and accquainted 'with 'griefs, for our fake, 
We celebrate the memerial of his ſufferings 
We., 


> 


A 


. 0# Chriſt Dying a Teftator. | 
we..ſhould confirm our reſolutions .not to 
ſhrink away. from Chriſt for fear of ſuffe- 
rings... The antient Chrifgigns under. perſe- 
cutions, ' were wont to fortify their purpoſes 


and reſoſutions of adhering to their Crucified | 


Lord.tin-, midſt of all perſecutions ; in order 
r pars they were wont to Celebrate the 


Lord's Supper often, thereby as often renew- 


. -ing;their courage - and reſolution. to, dye (if 


needibe) for him. , And the ordinary name 
of this ordinance, viz. -Sacratnent, implietlt 


ſo. ;'mueh: ;For it was, the old Latine word 


expreſſing the Romane Soul- 


diers obligation to obey his Sacramenrum Patres Latin; 
Generall; Now common P, ethers rent ( uts 
;ſenſe+ telleth us, that who firs Re 7 gn OR 
» » N15 
comes and-liſteth himfelf a q4zm, &c. Thel: Sa 


- SOuldjer under a Captain or Sacrament. in gen. difſp- 


General), either knoweth not {c&: 2. 


; what he doth, or elſe bringerh 


Reſalutions to undergo all the hardſhips of 
the war he entreth on. I tell thee Chriſtian, 
thou knoweſt nor fully what thou art doing 
at a Sacrament, If thou doeſt not there add 
ſtrength to thy .refolutions of Enduring hard- 
ſhip, as a good Souldier of feſus Chriſt. If thou 
doſt only confirm thy Hope of, and thy wai- 


ting for the coming of thy Lord, and ſheweſt. 


this by ſhewing forth his Death untill he 
eometh, yet I muſt tell thee, ſince thou pro- 


feſleſt;; hope of, and waiteſt for the coming 


þ 2 


of thy: Lord, it well becometh this hope, 
this faith, to have attendant the Reſolution 


.of Enduring all for Chriſt's fake. There are 
.-theſe. Motives in it ; | 


his 


1, Firſt in thy Dear Frieads Wil thou [ceff 
*N 2 
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180 Patience in Sufferings Improved \ 

bus Love to thee, and it is but endebted inge- 
nuity to be ready for, and patient in ſufferings 
fer one who ſincerely Loved us : As the Love 
of our Friend to us increaſeth, ſo ſhould our 
readineſs to ſuffer for our Friend. Chriſt did 
thus commend his Love above the love of 
all other friends, That he died for us, Rom. F. 
8. And this Love conftrainerh us, 2 Cor. 5.14- 
It doth by a ſweet and invincible power draw 
ns into this .concluſion; That we ſbomld live 
10 longer to onr ſelvet, but to him who died for 

© #5, ver, TF. We ought not only to -bear 
ſome, bur al] ; not little only, but great ; not 
common, but extraordinary dangers,diſtrefles 
and afflictions'for his fake. He is by a facred 
right Lord of our life, and when he biddeth 
us venture it in hazards, or lay it downm 
unavoidable death for him, we mult do it: 
His love ought thus to conſtrain us.. The 
lacred ſtory tells us, that 7acob ſerved ſeven 
years for Rachel, Gen. 29. 18. During which 
ſervice he underwent Loſſes, Ger. 31. 39. 
was conſtmed with drought in the day, -and 
with froſt in the Night: thus he ſerved him 
fourteen years for his daughters; to the, 
younger of which, he had ſuch love, 'that 
ſeven years of hardſhip ſeemed to him bur a 
few dayes, MINN NAINRA for the -Jove he 
had to her, Gen. 29. 29. Either thy own 
Reaſon condemneth thy want of 'Jove to 

. Chriſt who deſerverch it, inſomuch- as he 
hath given thee rich Legacies by his Will, or 
thy Love will command thee reſolvedly and 
patiently to ſuffer for him: Either thou | 
muſt not pretend any intereſs in Chriſt's Gifts, 
or thou muſt intend to Loye him for them, 

| and 


On WY 09 Jo BY vo WF rs. WF .- 
- 


on Chriſt Dying a Teſt ator. 
and reſolye to ſuffer for him thou Loveſt, 
In thy going to the Sacrament, view the 
kindneſs of thy Saviour in his Laſt Will and' 
Teſtament, and judge with thy ſelf whar ſuf- 
ferings -for him. thou couldlt reaſonably re- 
fuſe. He Loved not himſelf or life too well 
when it concerned thy life and Soul. He died 
for thee, and canſt thou do leſs than ventyre 
life or eſtate for him? whileſt thou readeſt 
his love in his Legacies, raiſe thy reſolutions 
to face, "ſtand out, and bear dangers, lofles, 
reproaches, or Death'for him. His love to 


thee deſerveth it; for no man hath, or can Joh. 15.13: 


have greater than that Chriſt had for thee, 
and the reſt of his friends. | 

2. Thy Teſtator hath provided by bis laſt 
Will and Teſtament, that all thy [uffer ings 
ſhould be recompenced to thee with a reward 
that ſpas all thy ſufferings, If thou and [ 
weigh the Sufferings for Chrilt, and our Gain 
by Chrift, this will exceedingly outweigh 
thoſe. The leaſt degree of reward weighed 
with the heavieſt burthen of ſutterings, will 


preponderate and outweigh them ; for hea» T3 44. 
vieſt 'burthens of afflictions are but light, © 82i4ze. 


2 Cor. 4.17. But the glory they work for us 
is an exceeding and eternal weight of Glory.” 
And beſides ail-that which ſhall hereafter 
be the recompence of ſufferers for Chriſt, 
they are, 1. Firſt honored by God in that they 
are called to ſuffer for his Son. God puts an 
honour on ſach who are calied to ſutfer re- 
proach for Chriſt, Acts. 5. 41. G6 1 Per.4.14. 
2.1t is a gift whichGod doth not beſtow on every 
one : however men judge of it, the Apoſtle 
tells us, it is Given, P44, x, 29. And well 
might 


— 
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- might the Apoſtle ſo account it ;- for, 3.  /e 


RKIVMI'nN 
EP 
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firteth us for the Kingdom of Heaven out 
ſufferings do not fit us with a fitneſs of 
worth, or of merit; but with a fitneſs of 
preparedneſs and of meetneſs, 2 Theſ.1.9.with 
Col. 1, 11,12. 4. It is very acceptable to God, 
I, Pet. 2.19, 20. &. 21, It is yaw obs ©, 
It ingratiateth with God. F. /r is 4 Scrip- 
ture evidence of Grace and ſature Glory,Phil.*y. 
29. & Rom. 8. 17. whoſo ſuffer for Chriſt, 
ſhall in like manner be glorified with Chrift, 
6. And laſtly, it is a condition ordinarily. privi- 
ledged with great conſolations in the inward 
2.4, and with an high degree of Heroick 
grace in the heart, expreſled by the ſpirit of 
Glory-and of God reſting on the ſhfferer, 
x Pet. 4.13,14. Though many other compen- 
ſations of our ſufferings might be mentioned 


' as preponderating , and outweighing our 


Sufterings z yet becauſe no one of theſe men- - 
tioned can: be reaſonably doubted or denied 
to be more than ſufficent preſent reward for 
our Sufferings, I judge it reaſon to add no 
more. 'Think then as the Love of thy Savi- 


our and Friend ſhould make thee reſolute 


A &1 
0 


in Suffering ;* ſo the preſent advantage and 
reward will warrant thee to deſire opportu- 
nity of Suffering for him, if he ſhall ſee good 
ſo to try thee. Read then the promiſes made 
ro ſufferers for-Chriſt, the Elogies given to 
them, the fruits of ſuch ſufferings, and then 
debate the caſe with thy ſelf going to the 
Sacrament, or receiving it. There are pre- 
ſent benefits annexed to ſufferings for that 
Lord whoſe Death I celebrate; theſe benefits 
are made over to ſuch as lam by his laſt 

Ne .-2 5-3 Toe * Sn 0 3 Will ; 
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_ on Chriſt's Dying a T:ſlator. 


. Will ; what then ſhould make me unwilling , 


unreſolved, or afraid to ſuffer for him ? each 
particular bleſfing bequeathed, | ſurpaſſeth 


all the ſufferings I need expe, or fear. Seal 


therefore Lord thy bleſſings ro me in the 
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Sacrament, and help. me to ſeal thy cauſe 


and truth (if need be) with my blood ! 

3. A third inducement to Reſolution in 
ſoffering for Chriſt our Lord Dying a Teſtator 
deducible va his Laſt Will, :s, That the 

reater theſe ſufferinps are,. the greater the 
Ava ig Fs Our Lack vine hath 
ſa diſpoſed his rich gifts that he ſhall have 
greateſt ſhare in them who is greateſt ſutfe- 


. rer for him: By a Chriſtianlike bearing the 


Aflictions of the Lord, and the Goſpe!, thou 
mayeſt increaſe the Crown of Glory which 


Chriſt hath promiſed thee; if fo be we ſuffer 


with him that we may alſo be glorified 
with him, Rom, 8.17. Godallowes ns to 
intend and aime at. obtainirig Glory with 
Chriſt as the end why we ſuffer with him, 
and for him. Ir is a very full expreſſion of 


this which we meet with 2 Cor. 4. 17. This 


Momentany and light afflicjon worketh ſor us 


..4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of 


Glory. Note the words, Afiid:on worketh 


- for us, it effefteth, perf:5*ly workzts, or as it 


is rendered, Phil. 2. 12. Worketh ozt, or in 
a good ſenſe cauſ-th, as the word is rendred, 


\ 2 Cor. 9. 11. The Temptation of aſſliftiozs 


aath as well increaſe the future Glory, as ta? 
preſent grace of the Saints, famzs 1. 2. And 
they are bleſſed who endure fuch Tempta- 
tions, { am?s T1. I2. For waen they arc tryed, 
they ſhall recejue the Crown of lif.. Gold and 

*N 4 filver 
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[Patience in Sufferings Improved, 
filver are purified, and get a greater meaſure 
of perfection by the refining fire 
The Glorified Saints ſhine with greateſt 
Ipſtre who came opt of the fires of perſecu- 
tion. Thoſe that were clothed with white 
robes, and had Palms in their hands, and ſtood 
before the throne, Revil,7. 9, Were the per- 
ſons who came out of great tribulation, ver. 
Therefore are they beforg the Throne, wer, IF. 
In a word, Chriſt hath prepared Thrones, on 
which they who did continue with him in 
his Temptations do fir, and whereon they 
ſhall ſir hereafter judging the tribes of 1ſrael;” 


+ to theſe fufferers he hath diſpoſed the King- 


dome, Lnke 22. 28. 29. No man ſhall ever 
be loſer by ſuffering for Chriſt, Mark well 
the anſwer given to Peter's Queſtion, Matth. 
1C, 27, 28, 629. We have forſaken all, &c. 
What ſhall we have therefore? Ye (faith 
Chriſt) ſhall fir upon Thrones, ye ſhall re- . 
ceive an Hundred fold, ver. 29. Judge there- 
fore with thy ſelf whether the renewed Re- 
membrance of ſucha Will and Teſtament, 

in which the Teſtator gives moſt to him that 
doth ſuffer moſt> for him, be not a very fit 
means to perſwade thee to, and confirm thee 
in reſolutions of patient ſuffering for Chriſt ? 
Iga Sacrament thou doſt, or mighteſt ſee 
och encouragements to ſufferings ſealed ta 
thee, and wilt thou not endure ? wilt thou 


Not bear and ſuffer for ſuch Hopes ? are our 


ſufferings -not worthy to be compared with 
that Glory which ſhall be revealed 2 Rom, 8. 
18. And is it not too much weakneſs which 
dares not ſuffer ? will you thus render ycur 
{clyes nnworthy to expect ſuch Glory? 

| 4- And 
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on Chrift's Dying a Teftatoy. 
4. And Laſtly Chriſt Dying a Teſtator l;- 
veth and beholdeth what thou [Foreſt and with 
what frame of mind thou doſt endure thy ſuffe- 
rings. And this thou dgeſt tacitely confefs 
in the uſe of the Sacrament; for utider what 
Notion ſoever thou doſt remember thy 
Lord in the Sacrament as it is complex of 
thy Lord his Death, ſo of his future coming 
likewiſe, Thou declareſt that though he 
died once, yet Death hath not Dominion 
over him, for he liveth, and knoweth . what 
is deſigned againſt him by his enemies, what 


| Is Jaid upon his Friends and followers for his 


fake. He will- be Judge of thy ſufferings, - 
and of thy reward alſo, Revel. 2. 2. He that 
walketh in the midſt of the Golden Candle- 
flicks, knoweth the patience as well as the La- 
borer of the Charch, Now who knows the 
patience, muſt needs know the ſufferings 
which exerciſe the patience of the Church. 
He knoweth the tribulation of the Church, 
Reyeb. 2. 9. Chriſt is the great overſeer and 
Judge of the combates which his Church 
maintaineth with his enemies who afflict, 
and trouble the Church for Chriſt's ſake. He 
afſigneth the reward and Crown to every one 
that overcometh, Revel. 2. 7, 17, 23, 6 26. 
with other places. Well then, ſo often as 
thou goeſt to the Sacrament,. thou reneweft 
the memory of thy Lord, whoſe Love defer- 
veth thou ſhouldeſt patiently bear; whoſe 


reward when leaſt, will ſurpaſs thy ſufferings 


when they are greateſt ; ' who will meaſure 
out *to thee a reward proportioned to thy 
futferings'; who lives to ſee and obſerve aft 
thou ſuffereſt ; thy Eaptain Generats Eye is 

| ppon 


pon thee, and will not this perſwade to reſo- 

-lutions of bearing, and conftant patience in 
bearing for Chriſt ? theſe among other in- 
ducements to a Chriſtian fortitude in ſuffering 
for Chriſt, . may be drawn from the confide- 
ration. of his Dying a Teſtator, and a larger 
improvement of them I commend to your | 
private meditations, I proceed, to what 
remaineth, - 


i 
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Sorrow for unſerviceableneſ; to Chriſt 
Improved, on Chrift.'s Dymg 


a Teſtator. 


10. JHE tenthSacramental grace T mention- 
s ed as befitting us at the. Lords Sup- 
per,was Sorrow for doing ſo little for him, with 
ief that-we have done ſo much againſt him. 
his temper .of mind is highly improveable 
by pondering what Chriſt hath as a Teſtator 
done for us.. I know there are many other 
motives to Repentance which may. be ſeaſo- 
nably thought on at the Sacrament : there - 
are alſo in this ſufficient inducements to that 
. Godly ſorrow which becometh the memori- 
als of our Dying Lord, and loving Friend. 
Tr. Firſt the Chriſtian as he is a man, as he 
35 principled and ſwayed with the affettions of 
Humane Nature, cannot but refleft with greif 
#00t 
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Improved, on Chriſt 's Dying a Teſtiatoy, 1203 


wxpon, his carriages and deportment towards a 
Friend who loved him intirely,, who was recom- 
peed: with the diſmugenuous returnes of 'ſcorn; 
negleft,, aut hatred. When we have. unadvi- 
ſedly, or unwittingly fleighted' any Friend 
we dearly loved, or ſhould have loved, we 
cannot. remember it without ſhame, ſorrow, 
confeſſing, praying-pardon, and excuſe, with 
promiſe-to- be-more-heedful, more reſpectful 
for fatgre;' ;There is no love ſo tender and 
apt to diſty] into tears, .as:that which is won 
by a worthy, - excellent, perfon conquering 
ungrounded prejudices, unreaſonable neglects, 
and unjuſtifiable contemptrs ; ſach affronted 
love, when it prevails at laſt, doth kindle the 
ſtrongeſt. fires, and heapeth up the coals 
which. melt the hardeſt, and. moſt ftubborn 


- metal. Many a hard heart hath by ſuch 


flame been melted down to tenderneſs; Sarl 
grew warm by it, 1 Sam. 24. 17, 18,19. 
And in the x Sam. 26. 21. It breaketh our 
into a flame of affeCtion toward David, . and 
againſt himſelf, for his unreaſonable uſages. 
toward David. Saul accufeth himſelf, but 
acquitteth Davidz he confeſſeth his fin, his 
folly and great errour in deſigning evil a- 
painſt one who did ſo well deſerve his love. 


. Though Sax were diſingenuous (more than - 


enoygh) againſt his Son Dav:d, yet the re- 
fletion of his thoughts on Dav:d*s kindneſs, 
drew hira into tears, I Sam. 24.16, Wilr 
thou be more diſingenuous to thy Lord than 
Saul to David? how long didft thou direQly 


: oppoſe, bitterly hate, ſcornfully reproach, 


and unreaſonably reaſon againſt Chriſt's Law; 
ordinances, wales and followers ? what kind 
| | My 9 9 Gs 
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of life didſt thou in the days of unregeneracy 
live? ifthou ' waſt'not a violent perfecutor, 


yer thou didfſt long think hardly 'of Chriſt 


. and the Goſpel, ' yer then Chriſt did not cut 
thee off, 'nor leave thee to periſh in thy. con- 
tempt of ſalvation; wilt thou not fay thou 
haſt erred greatly ? done fooliſhly ? 'and fin- 
ned ?\ canſt thou do leſs than weep'over the 
thoughts hereof? | In the Sactament thou 
commemorareſt the moſt unparalleld- love, 
and beneficence, triumphing over unkindneſs, 
and anthankfulneſs, - a Teſtator - bequeathing 
grace, comfort, glory: and falyation to thee, 

and others like thee who undervalued, op- 
poſed, hated, and perfecured him. Canſt thou 
remember this and'not grieve? canſt thou 
review it and not be diſpleaſed with thy ſelf ? 
and condemn thy folly ? 

2. The Chrifti2h Sorrow is moſt highly In- 
genuou and excellently tempered, and therefore 
the Remembrance of fuch*unkindneſs to ſuch 4 
Friend will work a deep impreſſion of Sorrow 
and grief upon the heart of the Remembrancer. 
The Scripture tells us the People of God are 


NIN ZY a willing People, or a People of Ingenuities 
73 »331 indeed. Grace reneweth nature to ſome degrees 
& mM of created and primitive generonſneſs. Hence 
37 it is, Cant. 6. 12. the Church is ſtiled Ami- 
Plal. 51.12. ,,4;h. God calls them my willing People, and 


Iſaiah doth very particularly deſcribe this 
frame of mind, and how it is wrought, //a. 
32:1,2,3, 4. & 5. By the power of Chriſt 
in the Goſpel. Now where ſuch a ſiveer, 
yenerous temper of mind.is, there will be 
reflections of diſlike, grief and Sorrow, or 
repentance for any unſeemly carriage towards 

one 
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Improved on Chriſt's Dying a Teftator. 
one that deſerved bettet. The ſpouſe, Cans. 
2, 3.) In drouſy and careleſs fit neglefted 


her. beloved, ' but when ſhe ' was/ throughly- 


awaknied, ſhe diſcovereth'# "moſt deep ſenſe 
of her negledt ; ſhe fell into a deep fick fit 
of love, ' ver, '8, ' her heart' failed her'when 
ſhe remembred what ſhe'*had- done :- ſuch 
like niger of this Chriſtian,” ſpiritua], and 
renewed, Per nuity you may obſerve 2' Coy. 
7, If. at ſevenfold operation- which 
Convidtion and remembrance' of their faulr 
wrought in them. Carefulneſs, or readineſs 
to amend the erronr, clearing themſelves, or 
duly apologizing for themſelves, indignation 


againſt the offence and offender, fear leaſt 


the like ſhould be committed, 'or this nor 
ſofficiently raken away; vehement deſire of 
firm reconciliation, Zeal for the injured, and 
revenge (ſuch as becometh a Goſpel repen- 
tance): againſt. the offence,;and againſt them- 
ſelves for it. Either thou art not well ac- 
quainted with what Chriſt hath. done for 
thee in his laſt Will and Teſtament ; or thou 
haſt not yet obſerved how little love, ſervice, 
and honour thou .haſt returned/him for- his 
love; or if thou knoweſt; and obſerveſt both 


theſe, they work in thee a readineſs" of mind. 


to corre thine errours, a'defence for Chriſt, 
and blame of thy ſelf with indighatiotr againſt 
thy former folly; fear: of being fo fooliſh any 


- more, earneſt deſire (robe one with-'Chriſt) 


and Zeal for his glory, with revenge on thy 
ſins which-eclipſed ir. Whereſoever Chriſti- 
an ingenuity - ſprings from a renewed we, 
renewed - Sorrow for unkindneſlſes will 
torth it fe}f,, and ſpring from thar i ngenany 
ay 


-» 


189 


ra 


206 _. Better d Obedience the Fratt of . 
Say .then, whatever-the common - ingenuity 

of a-man, iwhateyer, the enhanced generouſ- 
neſs.of a, Chriſtian ſhould work, the refle- 
ions 0n {its-own ; unhanſome., carriages. to-: 
wards a fleighted friend, all .rha& -ſhonld 
therrenewed i memory of my Lord Dying a 
:Feftator, (and (þy. his Teſtament. .eariching N - 
me), produce in; Me; iz. all, common and 

ordinary -<ffects ;of ;hearty ſorrgw ; yea. all | 
eſpecial and:extraordinary; effects of Chriſtian N + 
:repentanee. » Qf1-which I need-ſay.no,more, | 
-of:whjehcI dazei net longer rear, becauſe,L N | 
-ampſt - not; , exceed. hounds, ro taugh.. 
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 Detterd obedience. the Fruit of Chrift's 
- Dying a Teftator, 


PHE —_ next: grace: ſniting to-the Lord's * 
: 7 T&- : Supperg; and improveable.on:3he con- 
+ fideratzon of  Gimiſt's '; Death as be died ja 
 Toſtetor,; 35-Refolution and, endeavor ; of. New 
Ade better: Obedicuce for ſuture, There's no 
may(that accounterh: the ordinance a! mer- 
(£Y»''that:;looketh. on; \it as . a Sealing,ordi- 
Hance, -2; ranewing our - Covenant; with. God, 
_ -2r:;2: Memorial! of the :Death' ,of Chriſt 
 Dyiog-+for jus 'thatwe. -might-live to him) - 
- bpt![confeſſerh New Ohedience ſpoidd.;be. the 
"8ffetÞ,: and. reſolutions for. new Ofeibrace fads 
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Chrift*s Dying a Tiftator. 

be' the prepatatory ſor this Sacrament. It us 
aot therefore meedful to prove — 
and” at large; T fpeak to none hut ſuch es 
judge it their: duty afrer they have been 
ar the Lord's Sapper,to 'endeavour a renew- 
ing of their Obedience to the commands 
of Chriſt, 

- x. The gain and reward bequeathed is 
worthy, very well deſerveth aur Obedience, 
We have had frequent occaſion to tell you, 
that the promiſes both- of the ' life thac 
now is, and 'of that which is to -come, are 
the Legacies-of Chriſt ; whichpromiſes are 


rich and precions, they contain all. neceflary, ' 


noble, and high encouragements to Obe- 
dience: when 'the Jabourers-were hired; 
and ſent -into- the vineyard, | the husband- 
man perſwadeth them to -obey and work ; 
for (fairh'he) I will give you what is meet, 
Matth. 20. 4. ' What the Apoſite ſaith (in 
a caſe little » different from 'this,) I ſay 
to 'you, caftnot- away your: Obedience for 
it hath great:recompence of reward, Heb. 
Id. '35. It 'isa harveſt - for its iabwngdance, 
and riches ;' It'is x Crown of \ Righteonſnefs 
which, the-Lord the righteous Piles will 
give to (rhem'cthar - finiſh/;their: courſe, 
2 Tim. 4. 7,8."It is: a Crown of:Glary: which 


faideth 'not' away, | as the Apdſt]e:-St. iBever 


hath it x Pez." 5. 4. A Kingdom :that-can- 
not be ſhaken, '/Heb. 12, 28. Let us then 
have grace;z- let -us be fo -ingenuous and 
thankful to our Lord, as to fervethim to all 
'well pleafing-: the . Apoſtle: argueth from 
'the expectation 'of fuch a reward to the 
weaſonableneſs -of gur ſerving the pa 
wit 


.- A 
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with -fear and' trembling, the renewed 
thoughts of - this ample, glorious, eternal 
recompence of :our ſincere Obedience, will 
ſurely renew-our- purpoſes; and - endeavours 
of -betrering our Obedience ; what then 
ſhould you and I :do at the Lord's Supper, 
but meditate on the greatneſs of the Lega- 
Ties -he hath given z and with David, de- 


' - mand of our ſelves, What ſpall we render to 


#he Lord for 'alli:his benefits ? :Pſal. 116. 12. 
Wherein' ſhafb we expreſs our thankfulneſs? 
Shall-ir be in-- Sacrifices and: Offerings ? No, 
God dothmnart:require theſt; byt:to do juſtice, 
«1d ' love mercy, . and ta watkh, humbly with 


God, Micahi6j:>To love: him. with all the - 


heart; and'wwith-all the underſtanding, and 


- with all the foul, 'and with: all the ſtrength, 


and to love our neighbour as:0ur ſelves, is 
More thanall whole burnt Offerings and Sa- 


crifices,, Mark 12. 33. A Diſcerning Obedi- | 


efice-is a, moſt: acceptable. Sacrifice to the 
Lord. In'one word, we-: are: called to the 
Goſpel, and to'the Knowledge of Chriſt in 
the Goſpel z'and we muſt: walk worthy of 
our Calling, Epheſ. 4. 1. worthy of the Lord, 
Col. x. 106, worthy of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Phil;'x. 27 Now as every one who believeth 
3s-bound by: his firſt! Call, to walk in New 


_ Obedience;z/1o'is every: Believer bound by 


Every renewal of his Call, by .every renewed 
remembrance of his Call to: Chriſt, to revive 
his Reſolutions. of renewing his Obedience 


_ - to the Goſpel of Chriſt: -, 


2. Thy Renewed Obedience to Chriſt muſt be + 
the evidence of thy Right aud: Title to the Rith 
ana Glorions Legacies which be hath bequeatheg 
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to his kindred. Thou haſt no more to ſhew for 
thy Right, then thou baſt of Renewed Obedience. 


. Chriſt thy Lord hath bequeathed a Kingdom 


and a Crown, bur it is on condition thou wait 
for both in a'conſtant courſe of New Obe- 
dience. It is a Kingdom which cannot be 
ſhaken, the Apoſtle ſaith ; and it is true, it is 
a Kingdom that can neither be ſhaken by a 
Plea againſt your Title, nor by force againft 
your Poſſeſſion : But obſerye,thoſe who have 
this Righr, and who ſhall have the Pofleſſior 
of this Kingdom,are ſuch who ſhould 

1, Have Grace which is of a growing na- 
ture; And 

2. They ſerve God, they worſhip, they 
obey hit ; And : | 

3. They do this acceptably with reve-_ .. - 
rence and godly fear. They ought to be ſuch TACOS 
perſons,and to employ.tliemſelves in ſuch ex- jv gr tg 


erciſes. | Mood , 


| ; " which cx- 
preſſerh matter of Duty, or Exhortation, uw habeamus, or 
habere oportet, and ade ape ſerviamus ſive ”-odangh debemis 3 the 
Syriack reads Zyouy, by INN), apprebending, which ſpeaks a 
voluntary and active ſecking Grace, and accipiamus, which 
ſpeaks a ready clofing with Grace offered, and rerineamts, 
which ſpeaks a holding faſt what we ſought, and acccepred, 
thus farniſhr with Grace, WH) , minz/tremus ceu Sacer dotes 
ſpirituales qui Deo eyeqiomy myduangs Svoing, 1 Pet. 2.5. And 
WI placeamurs : | 


Do we then hear the Apoſtle's Exhorta- 


tion? Do we ſee a Kingdom offered > Do 


we read the Will which inveſteth us with it 3 
Do we ſee the Will ſealed in the Sacrament ? 
And will not all this ſtir us up to renew our 
Obedience ? Will we be ſo fooliſh to hazard - 
our Title to it through backwardneſs and diſ- 

| O . obedience ? 


Better d Obedience the Fruit of 
obedience ? When he caſt the Law of Grate. 
and Mercy.into the mould and form of a Te- 
gmnne. of laſt Will ; he framed it ſo that he 
might _ ngly bind all to obedience who ex- 
pected benefit by it. Hence it is that we read, 


| He became Mediator of the New Teſtament, to 


the end he might purge our conſciences from 
dead works to ſerve the Living God, Heb, 9, 
I4, 15. The Covenant of Promiſe which of- 
fereth grace, and engageth the Almighty to 
write his Law in our hearts, was confirmed 
to us, and is made- good to every believing 
ſoul through Chriſt our Teſtator ; ſo thar 
obedience to Chriſt is as much incorporated in 
the Teſtament, as is Glory and Bleſſedneſs. He 
is the Author of Eternal Salvation to thoſe. 
that obey him, Heb. 5. 9. Obedience is requi- 
red of us,as Salvation is promiſed to us, How 
canſt thou then renew. thy Faith and Hope in 
expetting of the promiſed Salvation, and not 
renew thy reſolutions to perform required 
obedience ? How ſhall we look Chriſt in 


the face , when we ſo ſeparate what he 


hath joined ? How will you plead his Pro- 
miſe, who have not obeyed his Precept ? or 
how ſhould your expectations be anſwered 
by Chrift, when his expectations have not 
been anſwered by you? It is the unreaſon- 
ableneſs of ignorance, and prophaneſs to 
boaſt of rich gifts made over to them by the 
Will of Chriſt ; and yet at the ſame time ro 
ſleight, neglect and refuſe the duty, obſer- 
vance, and obedience, which Chriſt requireth 


.of all his Legatees. When thou comeſt to a 


Sacrament to renew thy afſurance of in- - 
tcreſs in the laſt Will of Chriſt, be ſure thou 
obſerve 


Chriſt's Dying a Teflator. 
obſerve what. he exprefly. requireth as con” 
dition of: this intereſs, and confider, * He will 
be Anthar of Eternal Salvation. to thee on no 
other terms than-thy obedience to. him. 

. . 3. Chriſt dying, once to conrfim 'the New 
Teſtament, and to make a firm Will for our 
good, did not, as other Teſtators do, continue 
wnder the power of Death, .but he roſe again 
from the Dead, according to the Scxiptures , 
ayd now obſerveth how thou, and. every one elſe 
do acquit themſelves.in this New Obedience 


' required of thee and of them, Let it be well 


weighed ; Chriſt doth now exactly know, 
and particularly. obſerve all thy works, and 
what obedience thou giveſt him. His coun- 
tenance. is as the Sun when it ſhineth in its 
ftrength, Rev. x. 16, both for the luſter of 
it, and for the power of making manifeſt 
whatſoever is done, both in the world, and 
alſo in the Churches, amidſt which he walk- 
Eth, Rev. 2. xr. Knowing the works, the la- 
bour, and the patience of each Church, of 
each member of the Church. He ſeeth who 
It is that laboureth and fainteth not; and 


who would not take courage from ſuch an REV- 2-34 


eye-witneſs to abound in the blefſed works . 
of obedience ? . For whom will you labour, 
if you will not labour for him who ſeeth 
you ? and will as certainly reward, as he 
ſeeth exattly? When Sara/'s ſeverity made 
—_— weary of her ſervice, and fly from ir, 
E obſerve ſhe was perſwaded to return, to 
ſubmit her (elf, and to become obedient ro 


Sarah at the command, and upon the pro- 


miſe of God who liyeth and ſeeth,Gen. 16.13. 
ra £ For 


- 413 Better 'd Obrdiente the Fruit of 
| For memotial of which ſhe'gave naine to a 

N72 NRA Well, calling it Beer-la-hai-roj. Chriſtiar,, 

" thy-Lord who commandeth thy obedience, 
and encourageth thy diligence and willing- 

.neſs, both Tiveth ahd ſeeth. Wilt thou not 

obey, that he may perform his promiſe to 

thee ? - Wha, ſhall ſlothful, careleſs and un- 

faithful ſervants ſhake offſloth, and put on a 

ſhew of: diligence and faithfulneſs whilſt un+ 

der the eye of their. Maſter ? and ſhall nor 

\ | the Chriftian (who is ever under the eye 
of his Maſter) be thereby perſwaded to care, 
diligence, and faithfulneſs in his obedience ? 
Whoever thou art that attendeſt at the 
Lord's Table, doſt know, (or elſe now learn 
jr, that for future rtHon mayeſt know it, 
and conſider it) That the Lord: of .the Feaft 
cometh to entertain his Gueſts; and to 're- 
ceive their promiſes of renewed Obedience 
. and when thou haſt made the promiſe, Chriſt 
makes the obſervation what diligence thou 
uſeſt in performing thy promiſe ; he ſeeth_ 
whether thou art mindful of thy promiſe, 
and wi!] one day call thee to account for 
it, and require it of thee. And what wilt 

thou anſwer to ſuch a'demsnd ? Friend, 
waſt thon not- guilty enough under the 
ſingle guilt of neglect, but muſt thou needs 
add the guilt of perfidiouſneſs and falſ- 
hood to thy . other guilt ? | How didſt thou 
dare to affront me to my face, to give me 
thy promiſe at the Sacrament, and rnder 
my eye break the promiſe thou madeſt 
me? Let me, O God! ever keep it in 
mind my Teftator liveth and ſeeth, may he 
| alwaies 


C priſt's Dying a Teftator. 


ſe my obedience -renewed in its fruits! | 


as my obligations are renewed in the Sacra- 
ment. - : | 

4- Conſider in Chri5t a Teſtator living and 
ſeeing: (who do, or who do not ' perform 
the conditions: qralifying the Legatees for 
the - receiving the Legacies) Thow mayeſt 
ſee: him fuage , ſupreme fudge of all thy 
claims that are made to the whale, or to 
any part of what he hath bequeathed. In this 
he, excelleth all other Teſtators, who. can 


213 


only make their Wills and dye, they cannot © 


Judge and determine the pleas and pretences 
which are made upon their laft Teſtament. 
Hence it ofter, falleth out that ſuch get and 
poſſels the goods bequeathed, whom the 
reſtator never intended ſhould be the better 
for them. But here no pretender can by 
ſleight and fraud get any of the great and 
rich Legacies of Chriſt : Nor ſhall any 


who hath good right ever miſs of them.' 


Oh ! let us look to our Bleited Redeemer, 
the Soveraign Judge of his own laſt Teſta- 
ment, -and readily, diligently, conſtantly, 
do. what he 'commandetÞþ, that we may 
Teceive what he promiſeth. Fulfil his holy 
Will, that he may make good his laſt Will 
to” us: Let [Sacraments bind us to- an 
increaſe of Obedience; for this will be the 
only Plea allowed by our Judge ; this will 
be the only Plea advantageous to us, Theſe 
are ſome few of many inducements which 
may move us to renew our obedience, 
for ſo much as we obey our Lord a Teitator, 
bequeathing us Legacies rich, and worth 

"4 
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our greateſt obedience ; 'Legacies no way 
to be attained bur in. the ſincere obedience 
of our life and heart: Legacies that ſhall 
be given by. him who is now living to ſee 
who obeys him, as he once died to enſure 
the reward to their obedience ; Legacies 
that muſt be adjudg'd to -the obedient by 
him who commands the obedience, and 
made the Will ; out of all which reſult- 
eth 

x, A Motive that may prevail with our 
ingenuity and hopes ; we obey in expeCta- | 
tion of a Noble Reward 5; our Legacies are 
worth better obedience. | 

. 2. A Motive that may work on, and pre- 
vail with our fears, and our leſs ingenuous 
principles-: Our Judge his eye is on us ; and 
he is our Judge who will give only to the 
obedient. 

3. A Motive that may meet with, and 
prevail on, our mixed affections, to encou- 
rage our hopes, to manage our fears, 'ts 
enforce our backwardneſs, we muſt obey, 
or loſe our reward ; to cheriſh our ingenui- 
ty, the reward is generous and noble, ex-- 
ceedingly well becoming the ingenuity of 
the moit free and noble ſpirits. 


———— 
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CAP. V. Set. I2, 


Brotherly kindneſs improved on Chriſt's 
laſt Teſtament. 


H E Wii and laſt Grace mentioned, 

cap. 4. ſeCt. 12. as a Sacramental Grace 

' well ſuiting. with the Lord's Supper, that 
Feaſt of Love, and improveable by the con- 
ſideration of Chriſt's dying a Teſtator, 5s 
Brotherly K indueſs and Charity ; 4 peaceable 
diſpoſition of mind towards our Chriſtian 
fraends, and a loving affeftion for our Brethren 
:m Chriſt, This grace is ſo needful, that 
none are ſo ignorant as to doubt, none ſa 
prophane as to deny it, a needfu] qualifica- 
tion : yet whilſt ignorance and. prophaneneſs, 
confeſs it in words, they are- bath far from 
the true exerciſe hereof. The conſiderate, 
meditating and diſcerning communicant, will 
be careful] to provide this grace for this Sa- 


' crament, and to improve it by the Sacra- 


ment, which may very well be done by ſuch 

conſiderations as theſe. | 
x. Firſt, Our Chriſtian Brethren whom we + 
Should love, are made truly lovely by the Lega- 
cies which Chriſt hath bequeathed to them, and 
which he hath in ſome part already beſtowed 
pon them, For Chriſt the, great, bountiful 
and wiſe Tefſtator, 'hath, as is already ob- 
ſerved, ſo diſpoſed his eſtate and treaſures of 
grace, conſolation and glory, . with other 
*O4 adyan- 


Brotherly Kindneſs improved 


advantages, and needful ſupplies, that all 


his friends ſhould be bandſomly maintained 


out of his Treaſury, alrkough the principal of 
_ the eſtate be reſerved in Heayen to enrich 
them there. - As Rebeccah was adorned with 
rich Jewels before ſhe was brought to /ſaac, 
who inveſted her with all when ſhe came to 
him, and the marriage was conſummate. So 
the Church, (fo each particular Believer) is 
acorned with very rich. Jewels of .grace, 
gifts and comforts, in which ſhe is brought 
to Chriſt, who will inveſt all on her when he 
ſhall conſummate the Varriage in. Glory. The 
Crown it is true is reſerved for the future 
ſtate of Glory ; but there are many ſingle 
Jewels already beſtowed. The King's dangh- 
ter is all glorious within, Pſat. 45. The Saints 
of God, the Rightepus ones are the excel- 
tent on earth, Pal. 16. 3. They are filled 
with the Spirit of Chriſt; apd they are led 
by that Spirit into all the wales. of . Truth, 
Holineſs, Meekneſs, Goodneſs, Long-ſuf- 
ferance, and the like. The Philopher tells 
us, that true Friendſhip is. only among the 
true yertuous. Fice caunct be a cement of 
Friendſhip. In the Redeemed, Called, San- 
Ctified, there is what fitteth them for, and 
renders them worthy of our love and hro- 
therly affections, | , 
Two things do ordinarily prevail with 
men to cxcite Natural loye ; firſt, the ſweet- 
neſs of diſpoſition, a skill and delight to ſhew 
our ſclves friendly, as Prov. 18. 24. He can- 
not be much beloved, who. is not ready and 
 rone to lgye, Secondly, the largeneſs of 
nw SED cltate 
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a Mes ce et. +. ad. : Mt. i. 2 


on Chriſt's laſt Teſtament. 


eſtate and. wealth ; it is the Rich man that 
hath many friends, Prov. 14.20. Both theſe, 


; Motives ta love, the Believer ſceth in every 


Believer. Grace.doth very much ſweeten 
Nature, and Grace doth very much enrich 
the perſqn. Theſe Motives of love may be 
found. in every Legatee, who hath ſhare in 
the choice. Legacies of Chriſt ; he giveth an 
excellency. of ſpirit which ſweetneth their 
diſpoſition ; they are.meek, lowly, faithful, 
and without guile : He alſo giveth an Inhe- 
ritance,. a heayenly, a glarious Inheritance z 
theſe win with;the conſiderate Chriſtian; and 


. Either thou knoweſt not what Chriſt hath 


beſtowed on Believers, or thou muſt confeſs 
they are well worthy of thy love, and bro- 
therly affection. | 

2. Another {nducement to Brotherly Love 
Fontained in this conſideration of Chriſt Dying 
a Teſtator, may be this: Every Believer 
having intereſs in this Will, was near to 
Chriff' heart, as art thou, or 1, or any other 
who pretendeth. title and. intereſs in ChriſPs 
Lat Teſtament, Now, ſhould it not move. 
ps to love with. hearty love every Chriſtian, 
for ſo much as every one ofthem was equal- 
ly near to the hearty loye of Chriſt 2 Let 


our hearts be toward them, as Chriſt's was Joh. I. 12, 


toward us and them. Itis a maxim in Love 
and Friendſhip, that it extend it ſelf to all 
our friends friends. Hence the advice of So- 


' lomon, that thy Father's friend be not forſaken, Proy.27.10 
Carries ſound reaſon in it ; far he that is the | 
.. Father's friend, and heartily loved him that 
| begor, will be a friend to the Son, and love 


him 


 Brotherly Kindueſs improved 
him that was begotten too; as the Apoſtle 
argueth in a'Tike.caſe, r Fob» 5, 7. The A- 
poſtle urgeth-this Love of Chriſt to us as ar- 


goment to perſwade us to love one another, 


Rom. IF. 5. with verſ. 7. to 


- = wg Þ ap _ be of the ſame mind, that ſo 
ſe, ea demuns. | ye may live in Peace and 
pore Aru hand ove, which is the fruit'of. 


| © that Union the Apoſtle per- 
fwades us to, 2 Cer, 13: Ir. and Pbil. 2. 2. 
where he explaineth (3 aun? ozwir) The be- 
ing of one mind, by, (is +l aunlu dm tyew) 
having the ſame Love, The Love we 


ſhoitld have for the Brethren (of right ) ' 


ſhould be ſo Rtrong as death, becauſe that 
Love which Chriſt had for them equally and 
indifferently, was even unto dearh, This is the 
 Apoſtle's Argument, x Fohn 3.16. And there 
is ſtrength in it, whether -we apprehend 
it or no. In the laſt Will of Chriſt thou mayeſt 
diſcern a Love equally embracing all that be- 
lieve,that ſeek their portion in Chrift. There 
we may find Chriſt a friend to the poor, 
as to the rich Believer ; ro the unlearned, as 
eo the learned Believer; to the deſpiſed, as 
to the honourable Believer. As the Apoſtle 
fpeaketh of Righteouſheſs, (T may peak 
(an you muſt underſtand) of ally) the bleſ- 
ings of the Covenant and Teſtament : The 
whole is by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto 
all, #ad upon all them that believe ; for 
there is no difference, Row. 3. 22. Now 
where Chriſt hath made no difference in his 
Love, dareſt thou make ſo great a difference 
in thine, as to withhold thy loye from —_ 

Wilt 
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on Chriſt's laſt Teſtament. 
Wilt thou "not love thoſe who are dear 
friends to thy deareſt Lord? thy beft friend ? 
I do not-preſs an equality of love to all Be- 
Jievers. I know, our brethren by nature, our 
kindred by alliances, our acquaintance and 
intimate friends, have a right to our loye 
and affetions, both Natural and Civil, and 
where ſuch a Right is doubKY by our Rela- 
tion to each other m -Chrift, our affefions 
may be allowed. to double themſelves alſo. 
Whilſt Grace and common Hopes do increaſe 
our love to each other, they do allow for 
the reſpects which Nature calleth for of 
us. We muſt love all with an unfeigned 
love, though -we may love. ſome with a 
more fervent' love : whom Chriſt hath e- 
qually loved, we muft unfeignedly love; and 
what reneweth the remembrance of ſich 
love to us, ſhould renew our love to others, 

3. In the laft Will of Chriſt is to be ſeen, 
That it js the expreſs deſire of our Dying Lord 
we ſbould love 'one another heartily and nn- 
feignedly. He hath therefore pur them all 
into one Will, and into the ſame capacity z 
every one by his Will made an heir. The 
Saints do inherir the Riches of Glory, Epheſ. 


7. 18. Their title is a joint-tenancy ; they =yynon;- 
are coheirs; Heb. 11. 9. And this title is by we. 


gift of Chriſt in his laſt Teſtament, 7oh.17.24. 
Who deſired they ſhould all be where he 
was, that' they might behold his glory. And 
read we fohn 15. 12. This is my Command- 
went, that ye love one another, ' as 1 have 
loved you, This is thar Commandment that 
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is ſo mine, as if all others were to yield 
place to this. - This is the New Command- 
ment, 70h. 13.34. and 35. When Chriſt at. 
tended with Angels gave the Law to [ſrael, 
the Firſt Great Commandment was, Love 
the Lord, 8c. | The Second was, Love. thy 
Neighbour, &c. When he was to die he re- 
newed the Commandment of loving our Bre- 
thren. . Yea. ſo reſolyedly doth our Lord 
require this Brotherly Love, that whoſoever 
he is pretends to Chriſt, muſt make good his 
pretenſions to-Chriſt by his affections to all 
that are Brethren in Chriſt, oh. 13. 35. 
Hereby ſhall all men know that ye are my diſ+ 
ciples, if ye have love for one another. Add 
hereto 1 7ohr 4.20. He loves not God who 
loveth not the Children of God. - For how 
ſhall he love God whom he:hath not ſeen; 
who loyeth not his Brother whom he hath 
ſeen? Ina word, read the Jaſt words of 
Chriſt's Interceſſion, Fohn 17. 26. which do 
breathe out the earneſt deſire of Chriſt, thac 
ſuch love may be among the Brethren one 
to another, as was in the Father and in the 
Son to them all. _ Now after: all this vehe- 
mency of deſire in Chriſt that we who are 
heirs by his Will, ſhould love one another, 
= Shall any of us dare to hate, undervalue, 
reject, or deſpiſe the other 2 | Will-you read 
the laſt Teſtament of Love with a heart of 
enmity ? | Dare you come to the Ordinance 
which renews the remembrance of Chriſt's 
Love to us, of his .deſire we ſhould love 


each other, and not Jabour to renew your - 


love to them? Renewed meditations on 


Brotherly Kindneſs improved 


Chriſt's | 


FRET. Chriſt's laft Teſtament. | 


Chriſt's love to us will certaitily renew our 
love to himand to all his; renewedthoughts 
of his laſt deſire, of his earneſt commending 
mutual love, will renew mutuall love in us 
if any degree of ingenuity remain in us. 

4 In the Teſtament and Laſt Will of our 
Dying Lord we have this. inducement to renew 
onr love to the Brethren. He hath by will de- 
ſigned one onely place in which with moſt perfect 
love to enjoy as all the bleſſed Legacies of our 
Lord, ſo to enjoy all our fellow Legatees, Whe- 
ther I ſhall perſwade now I know not, whe- 
ther my arguings be powerful enough to 
ſuppreſs envyings, and jealouſies, to remove 
animoſities, and quarrels from amongſt 
ſaints, I cannog tell. But this T know, and this 
I will te} you, when you who are now enti- 
tled to the Legacies of this great Teſtator 
ſhall every one of you meet together to re- 
ceive the full and total] of what you can 
receive, and Chriſt will give; there ſhall need 
no ſuch arguments, no ſuch reaſonings, no 
ſach intreaties to perſwade you to Mutual 
Love.There you ſhall not chuſe but Love,de- 
light in, and embrace each other. Come then 
think what you ſhall be when you Feaſt al! 
together at your Lord's Table in his King- 
dom. And judge with your ſelves is it not 
meet we ſhould be ſuch now 2? It will be then 
a part of your Glory. And is not your mind 
«nd judgment convinced that it is the Glory 
of a Chriſtian to ſtrive to be now what he 
ſhall be hereafter ? Chriſt wil bring the Scat- 
tred ſheep of his flock into one, 70h. 11. 52. 


S When there ſhall remain on foot-ſteps of 


their 


expreſſion which the holy ghoſt uſeth, 7ob.17, 


xx. AndI will now forbear to ſcarch in in-' 


to. Holy Father keep through thine own name 
thoſe whons thou haſt given me,that they may be 
one as we are. It is a_placewhich enſureth 


us that ſuch who by the Father are kept un- 
tc the future ſtate of the Saints. in Heaven, 


are kept to a moſt intimate and Glorious 
Union, Friendſhip and Love. Now they who 
will not be perſwaded to cement, to unite 
affeftions, to love. one another here, how 
highly do they croſs the defigne of Chriſt and 
. of the Father ? Oh that I could perſwade all 
who hear ar read my words,and oh that more 
lively ſenſe of what I write were upon mine 
own heart !Lord Lread thy Will, Fob. 17. 22, 
The Glory which thor gaveſt me, Þ have given 
unto them that they my be one even as we are 
one, Oh let the Remembrance of thy deſigne 
of our fatureUnion renewed in the Memorial 
of thy laſt Will at each Sacrament, cauſe me 
and all behevers, -to ſtudy and endeavour a 
preſent Union and Brotherly love more be- 
ſeeming our future bleſſed Union and love. Ir 
may be I ſhall be quarrelled at for this en- 
deavour of gaining love from thoſe that yer 
love me not,6r poſſibly loſe what I thought to 
keep the love of ſome that have embraced me 
with a more Brotherly affeCtion than hereaf- 
rer they will, this may poſſibly be the Fruir 

of their paſſions, and the unhappineſs of my 

weak, and imperfect diſcourſes, But [I ſhall 

retire my ſelf from ſuch ſtorms, and view the 


bleſled Legacies my-dying Lord hath bequea- 


thed 


Byotherly Kindneſs Improved, © 
their former- folly and. diſcord. . Ir is a high 


— 
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on Chriſt's laſt Teſtament. 
thed me, peace he hath left for me his 
peace he hath given unto me, And with his 
Peace, his Love, I ſhall at Jaſt I Hope ' Love 
them for ever who now will ſcarce give me 


' Teaveſoto doz they ſhall love me who think 


they never will. What my words cannot ex- 
expreſs, what my explanations cannot yet 
make clear, that day of glorious appearing 
of our bleſſed Teſtator to give us the full 
poſſeſſion of ' all bequeathed bleſſings ſhall 
reveale to us and we ſhall underſtand, All of 
grace in its Beginnings, Improvements, Perfe- 


tion, and Crowning in Glory, to have been the 


free Gift of this great Teſtator dying ſar us. 


Aumd Sita us Th; dldvas- 


The end of the Second Part. 
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Gal.'3. v. 13, 14. 


Chrift hath redeemed us from the Curſe 
of the Law, being made a Curſe for 
& 95s, CC. 


Heſe two verſes do acquaint us 

with what Chriſt hath done for 

\ us, and how he hath done it ; 

what he was made for us, and 

what we are made by him. He was made a 

curſe for us, we are made bleſſed by him. In 
the words you may obſerve, 


T. A grand deſign of Favonr propoſed, 1. e, Parts of the 
the conferring on as a great Bleffing, that we WOrds- _a.4 


Gentiles might receive the bleſſing of Abraham, 
2.The accompliſhment of the d:fign by.Chriſt ; 

_ he hath redeemed mus from. the curſe of the 

Law, &Cc. | | 

3. The Manner how he hath effected this 
being mad: a curſe for ns. 

3. The Prodf of this, that Chriſt was made a 
ctrſe for as, argued from the Manner of his 
Dying ; For.tt is written, Curſed is every one 
that hangeth on a Tree. ; 

From which (declining all but what di- 
rectly tends to my. purpoſe) I commend to 
you this Truth, v:z. 

That the Bleſſings of Grace are procired for 
as, imparted to as, and increaſed in us, by 
Chriſt's becoming, oy dying a Curſe for us, 

- 00 


| [ 2] 

The full blefſing of Grace deſcends on us 
through Chriſt made a Curſe for us. 

Here I ſhall 1. Clear the Termi. 2, Prove 
the Truth. 3. Eſſay the Improvement of Grace, 
by ſhewing how this may excite and exerciſe 
Grace, Now in the explication of the 
Terms, [there are theſe Terms offer them- 
ſelves ; | 

x. What is this Bleſſing. 2, What is this 
Curſe. 3. How Chriſt was made a Curſe, -Of 
each in order. | | 

Sett..1. This Bleſſing then is made evident 
in general by the Apoltle, ver/. x4. who calls 
it, The Bleſſing of Abraham, and explaineth-it 
farther ; it, was that we might receive the Pro- 
"miſe of the Spirit through Faith. That Cove- 
mant of Grace with all the immunities of it, 

__. whereby the Jews for a long time had been 
—Benedif- the peculiar people of God, and . had been 
ons 75 me. advanced high above other Nations, is now 
morabilis tn made with the Gentiles, who are now of 
> hr dono Aliens, made Heirs to the Covenants of Pro- 
fire eff; P.P.' mife, Children of God, and endowed with 
Theſ. de the Spirit. A most memorable part of the Bleſ- 
Bapriſ. Se2. ſing 1:eth in the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, So the 
23. words of the Apoſtle are a Conclaſion from 

: | the premiſſes that the Gentiles 
Concluſio — —_— ſrould be made partakers of 
mwm_ ONES 2N f - 
era pf Sr the free Bleſſing of Abraham 


particrber— 65 conſequi pro» by Chriſt, and ſhould obtain 


tram quam wvocat Spiritum, pet, which he calleth the Spirit. 
Or in the words of the learned Critick and 


nem Spirits 


eterne ſpirituals vite intelligo.: Th, Beza in Loc. 


Promiſſic- Dijyine, 7 take the Promiſe of the Spirit for the - | 


pro Spiritu promiſſo accipio — Et Spiritus nomine benediftionem | 


Spirit , 
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miſſam illam Evangeli: Gra= the promiſed Grace of the Gof= | 
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Spirit promiſed, and by the Spirit I underſtand 
the bleſſing of an eternal "ns life. The 
bleſſing of Renovatiop, and Holineſs from tae 
Spirit of SanCtification : The blcfling of Feace 
in our Pardon atteſted by the Spirit of A- 
doption 3 The bleſſing of inconceivable Glo- 
ry ; reward of all the obedience of our Faith. 
In brief, That ſpiritual life we extinguitht by 
fin ; that favour with God which we loſt by 
our diſobedience'; that glory which we fell 
ſhort of, when we fell from God; all that 
happineſs which the Law could not give to 
finfol man ; accurſed' by the Law for his 
tranſgreſſing of it : But the Goſpel hath given 
to many, and ſtill offers ro: all that it is ſent 
unto : This is the Bleſſing that the Apolile 
ſpeaketh of, and which the Doctrine I am 
ſpeaking of doth intend ; and this does come 
on us by Chriſt made 2 Czrſe, &c. 

Sect. 2. Which Term cometh next to be 
ſomewhat explained, And here I conceive are 
two things ever*found in a Cyrſe, according to 
the ſentence. of the Law. 

Tt. Firſt,It either impliath au(a):mprecation of Gen.26. 
evil in caſe of a perfidions violation of or Fair's > Rook - b ; 
(as in Covenants between, equals) or 2 (5) dc- Gun, 49. 7. 
zunciation of puriſhment from the Law of our b Gen. 24. 
Supertionr in caſe of our perſidions refuſal or Vio= — — 21- 
lation of the Covenant we were wander by his Pcut.29.14 
Hg" . + PETE Jan. 9.11 
Jaſt ordination ; by doins cither of which the ; 
offender deſerveth and draweth down the 
Curſe by his falſifying, cr breaking. with 
God when he was under a Covenant cf.obe- 
dience, or Law of righteouſneſs, with pro- 
miſe of reward and bleſſedneſs. 

2. Secondly, A curſe implicth all ti. ci 
B 2 of 
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of ſorrow and ſuffering which is. caſt upon the- 


grilty by the avenging wrath of a contemned and - 


provoked God vindicating- the honour of himſelf 


and his Law, by executing the fierceneſs of his 


diſpleaſure on the falfifier of his juſk and hoty 
Covenant. So when God threatned to curſe 
the perfidious people the Jews, 7/4. 24. 5. he 
firft declares their ſin, They had broken the 
Everlaſting Covenant ; they had dealt perfi- 
diouſly therein, and diſhonoured God, who 
w1ll therefore avenge the perjury by a Carſe 
that ſhall devour the earth, and lay deſolate 
' thoſe that dwell in it, Iſa. 24. 6. *When God 
uniſht the moſt unhappy and laft King of 
adah, and his Princes with him, for their 
perfidious breaking oath, he did it by curſing 
them, Ezek. 57. 13. with 15. and 16.v. There 
is alwazes ſomewhat of Divine vengeance in the 
execation of a Curſe, and when God pronoun- 
ceth the ſentence with a Curſe, he executerh 
it in vindictive diſpleaſure. $0 Cain was 
Judged. condemned and puniſhed, Gez. 4. Ir. 
So are the workers of iniquity, at. 25. 41. 
Sentenced to.a Curſe, and it is executed on 
them by an eternal avenging Juſtice ; and fo 
was the Serpent condemned, Thos art curſed. 
In a word, all that puniſhmnnt which the 
violation of a Righteous Law deſerved, and 
the violated Law threatneth, and the viola- 
ter is capable of ſuffering, is compriſed in 
this one word Curſe; Carſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in the 
Book of the Law to do them, Gal. 3.10. From 
theſe things it in part appears what is the im- 
port of the third thing to be explained. 
Sect. 3. What it is to be made, and how 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt was made a Curſe. Now becaufe there 
is a yaſt difference between. theſe two, viz. 

I. The ſinner's being made a Curle ; And 
- 2. The bleſſed Jeſus made a Curſe. I in- 
tend to ſpeak ſomewhat of each diſtinctly ; fo 
ficit ſinners are curſed. 

I. Scelas patrando, by breaking the Law of 
God, which is the Covenant of Obedience, 
binding every rational creature to voluntary, 
conitant and perfect performance of Duty. 
' The Angels who kept not their firit habita- 
tion, made themſelves accurſed thus, ſcelzs 
patrando, fallifying in the Covenant of their 
Creatour. So did man at firſt unhappily catt 
himſelf and his poſterity under a Curſe. The 
tranſgreſſing creature is, Faber ſe miſerie & 
malediftionis, The framer or Architect of his 
own miſery, Now while finning creatures 
_ are, the ſinleſs Redeemer could never be,thus 
made a Curſe. : 

2. Secondly, Lex maledicit penam peccaiti 
minando, The Law accnrſeth the ſinner, threat- 
ning juſt puniſhment, determining what degree of 
puniſhment is juſt and proportioned to the crime. 


Thus the Apoſtle, (4) As many as are of the , G\1.z. 9, 


works of the Law are under a Curſe, 1. e. as 
many as are found ſeeking to juſtitte them- 
ſelves by the works of the Law, are by tne 
Law convicted of tranſgrefſion, and fo in- 
volved in a Curſe which the Law threatens 
againlt all that are guilty ; for by ſentence of 
this Law every one is curſed who continueth 
not in all things written in the Book of the 
Law to do them. In this ſenſe ſtrictly and 
properly Chriſt was not made a Curle, for in 
chis ſenſe the Curſe preſuppofeth the perſon” 
r0 have ſinned, B 3 3. Thital 
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3. Thirdly, Paniendo maledicit vindex, The 
7adge maketh the offender accarſed, by inflift- 
ing the puniſhment deſerved through fin, when he 
adjudgeth the tranſgreſſonr to that miſery whith 
the Law threatued, and his miſdceds have me- 
r:ted. So God the juſt Judge of Heaven and - 
Earth threarned a Curſe againſt the unhappy 
King of 7udah, Ezehk. 17. 15, 16. So when 
he brings out the Curſe againſt the falſe 
ſwearers, Zech. 5. 3,4 God makes him a 
Curſe by executing the ſentence of the Law 
upon im. They are curſed whom God pu- 
niſheth in Hell, ſat. 24. 4x, Now as this 
preſuppoſerh perſonal guilt, or ſin commitred 
by him that is made a Curſe, it is not poſ- 
ſible ir ſhould be applicable to Chriſt, The 
Holy One of God. | 
4. Fourthly, The AFores,Teſtes, pane mi- 
"niſtrt, The Impleaders, The Witneſſes and Exe- 
cutioners of the penalty 'may in ſome ſenſe be ac- 
counted among tboſe that make the offender ac- 
carſea. Ofall which I ſhall not ſpeak more at 
this time, | 
5. Laſtly, One may be made a Curſe, alte- 
ries reaturm © penam ferendo, by bearing ano= 
ther's guilt and puniſhment ; by a voluntary 
taking up anothers guilt, or fault, and under- 
going the penalty thereof 3. ſo that the Law, 
Judge, and Impleaders in the proſecution Jay 
the puniſhment on the Subſtitute who Is re- 
ceptus inter Keos, or Tatner receptns pro Yes, as 
the Lawyers, it I miſtake not their language, 
ſpeak. In the Prophet's words, Nambered 


m8 3:5 the tranſgreſſeurs ; ſo Chriſt did bear the 
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his voluntary ſuſceprion of our guilt, and his 
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ſubmiſſion to the penalty of our ſins. * And in 
the tranſating of this Chriſt was contented 
(which is that I apprehend peculiar to. this 
Caſe) and which I promiſed to unfold. 

1. Fo be accounted,- affinis cxipe, to be 
ſent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh : He had 
our ſins laid upon him ; he did take them up- 
on himſelf; and fo thoſe ſins which he could 
not either contrive, commit, or abet, he was 
willing ſhou]d be imputed to him. This in 
the Apoſtle's words is, He was made fin for 
#4. 
2. Secondly, Chriſt charged with our ſins 
was made a Curſe, by :ngaging himſelf to abide 
the ſentence of the fudge and Law menacing the 
fins imputed, He thar will for the good of 
another derive guilt on himſelf, muſt reſolye 
to abide by all the penal conſequences which 
a ſevere Law and an impartial Judge, will 
_ inflict on him. Hence it is, I ſuppoſe, thar 
the Prophec ſa. 53. «it. hath fo cloſely 
Joined theſe two, He was numbred with tranſ- 
Lreſſours, and bore the ſins of many. The pre- 
- curſory ſufferings from the juſt hand of God, 
who declareth his reſolution to vindicate his 
- Law and Government; and who doth by 
Threats, Terrours and Griefs in part poured 
out on the guilty, partly execute his purpo- 
ſes, and give them aſſurances. he will farther 
proceed, (Theſe being but the beginnings. 
of ſorrows) are a part of the Curſe iſſuing 
from the Law, and inflicted by one who hath 
power to fence his Law by them. Thus 
Chriſt expoſed himſelf to the ſad eonſequen- 
ces of our imputed guilt, and being pleaſed 

to interrpoſe himſelf between us and the 
bf B 4 previous 
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previous penalties of our fin, was made 4 
ran of ſorrows, and acquainted with griefs ; 
wh:lft he did-bear onr griefs, and carry our ſor- 
rows, 1ſa. 53. 3, 4 The,oppretſion and inju- 
ſtice he. did meet with from the world, was 
a fruit of that Curſe he was made for us, 
Theſe things did he ſuffer in life, whoſe love 
to us brought him-to bear the Curſe. 

3. Thirdly,*Cirift made 4 Curſe for us com- 
priſeth the exquiſite pains, and open ſhame of 
his Death for oxr fin. It is death which 1s moſt 
legibly the execution of the Curſe of the 
Law on ſinners ; and as then they find them- 
{e]ves accurſed indeed, when their own.guilt 
hath in death overtaken them ; ſo he that 
made himſfelfa Curſe for them, found in his 
death on the Croſs the weight of that Curſe 
which he did bear for ſinners. Therefore do 
. 1 ſuppoſe it was by Divine Providence or- 
dered that the kind of death Chriſt did under- 
go, ſhould be in the ſentence of the Law an 
accurſed death, that we might more clearly 
diſcern the import of it, and ſee as our deli- 
verance by it, ſo our danger without this 
death of Chriſt; He was cut off from the land 
of the living, Ka.53. 8. And when this was 
effeted, it appeared that for the tranſ 
greiſion of his people this ſtroke was upon 
him, as that verſe hath it. Though the im- 
penitent finner be alwales under the ſmaller 
meaſures of a Curſe, yet when he dieth, Solo- 
220n obſerverh, he dieth accurſed. The ſuf- 
ferings our Lord Jeius Chrift underwent in 
his life, were likewiſe the ſcattering drops, 
Bur the black and violent ſhowre of our de- 
ſerved Curſe was poured down on him at his 
Death, | Fourthly, 


— 
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Fourthly and laſtly, Chriſt made a Curſe; 
and in death bearing it was to ſuffer under the 
ſtrokes of vindittive Fuſtice pleading the cauſe, 
and windicating the honour of the Law and 
Law-grver, which by the traiſgreſſions of ſinners 
had been contemned and violated. This, as hath 
been obferved already, is one ingredient in 
the Curſe ; and herein do chaſtIſements great- 
ly diiter from puniſhments ſtriftly taken;for in 
chaſtiſemens there is no vindictive juſtice a- 
venging the quarrel in order to fatisfie Divine 
Juſtice, & to attone the wrath of God;it is all 
11 order to the humbling, me'ting,purifying us'_ 
that we may ſeek and obtain mercy. But now 
when vindictive puniſhments ſtrictly taken are 
executed, it is in order to the cutting off, and 
deſtruction of the obdurate fipners ; they, 
as enemies, lying under the wrath of God 
and his curſe, which is moſt evident in the 
execution of the laſt unchangeable ſentence 
of Condemnation, paſt upon the impenitent, 
unbelieving, and ſelf-deſtroying world at the 
day of God's dreadful Judgment. Depart 
from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels, Matth. 25. 41, 
You do not, I hope, doubt whether it be the 
vc::geance of an angry God which the damn- 
ed in Hell ſuffer ; and there is as little ground 
of doubt whether they ſuffer this vengeance 
in Hell to ſatisfie the Divine Juſtice ; neither 
is it ro be doubted bur all they fuffer is com- 
priſed in- that Curſe pronounced , Depart 
from me curſed. Now then, anſwerable ta 
vwehat hath been ſaid , as the condemned 
under their own deſerved Curſe ſutter in 
order to fatisfie Divine vindictive Juſvce for 
FACcIr 
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their own offetices ; ſo Chriſt made a Curſe, 
and bearing the Curſe for us, did bear it in 
order to make ſatisfaction for us, that we- 
might obtain deliverance, and that avenging 
wrath might not fall on our heads ſince that 
we are no more under the'Curſe deſerved by 
ns, but under the Bleffing procured for us by 
Chrift. He rrod the wine-preſs of his Fa- 
ther's wrath alone ; his ſtripes were ſo ſmart 
and grievous, that by them we might be 
heated, Tfa. 53. 5- God did not fpare him 
when he gave him up for us, Row. 8. Let 
this then ſuffice for theſe particulars. 7s 
ſumme, To be made or bear the Curſe,is to ſtand 
charged with guilt, to be threatned with pon 
ment, to be ent off by the execation of that pu- 
niſhment, to the end faſtice may be ſatisfied on 
the perſon who is made a Curſe. So that you 
may now ſee what it was that Chriſt was 
made for us, and what he underwent for our 
ſakes,. He took upon him our fins in the guilt 
of them ; expoſed himſelf to the dreadful 
threats of a ſevere, but moſt righreous Law z 
and whereas fin inevitably muft be punifhed, 
he ſubmitted himſelf to that alſo, and in love 
to us faved us from ours, by his. own puniſh- 
ment, wherein he ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, and 
averted that Curſe which inevitably would 
have fallen on us from the wrath of God 
provoked againſt us by our fins ; by this *tis 
clear, Into this capacity he put himſelf, the 
Law found him, and under this capacity pro- 
ceſs went out againſt him, and he died for us 
to redeem us from the Curſe, and to inveſt 
us with the Bleſſing. I paſs now to the ſe- 
cond thing propoſed, viz,To the confirmation 

| and 
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and proof of this, That Chriſt did die thus for 24. Gene» 
us'; a curſe was both threatned and executed ral propos 
upon him, 2 Cur. 5. wit, He made him who *<% 


knew 0 ſis ro be fin for as, There is an ele- 
gancy in the words (iminow duagray) He made 
him ji: ; The Apoſtle doth not fay, he made 
him a ſinner, but he made him fin, that it 
might the more evidently appear how he 
did bear what was threatned againſt ſin, the 
Curſe coming on us as an effect or conſequent 
of fin ; He who was made fin for us,expoſeth 
himſelf ro that ſad effeft, and taketh on him 
the Curſe due to us; and being found ſo 
charged, muſt die to remove the Curſe from 
us. This Text of the Apoſtle in effect-then 
ſaith, Thar Chriſt had our ſins imputed to 
him, bore the Curſe of them, and that for 
our good; viz, That we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him; That we might 
be accounted and treated as righteous ones, 
which in effect is the fame with what we 
have already ſaid, That Chriſt was made a 
Curſe,and ſo died for us, that we might with 
righteous ones live, and poſſeſs the bleffing. 
It is not to be doubted, that Chriſt made fin 
for us, was thereby made a Curſe for us, and 
therefore died, bearing that effect of our fin ; 
vindicating the bonour of the Law which we 
had tranſgreſſed, and ſatisfying the Law-giver 
whom we had provoked. In a word, Chriſt 
made fin for us, underwent the Curſe our fin 
deſerved, and the Law threatned, that in our 
ſtead he might ſatisfie Juſtice ; and that mer- 
cy might give the bleſſing which we needed, 
and the Goſpel pramiſeth ; or in the Apoſtie*s 
own words, that the blefling of 4brahans 
might 
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might come-on us Gentiles. ' Again, the A- 
poitie Rom. 8. 3. tells us, God ſent his Son in 
rhe likeneſs of frnjul fleſh, and for fin condemned 
fn 1 the fleſh. In which words you read 
expreſly, that God ſent his Son, and that.he 
ſent him in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, not by 
inherent vice, but like it, through imputed 
guilc, and obnoxiouſneſs to the Curſe, both 
which lay on all fleſh that had ſinned, and 
both which was laid on him, who thus ap- 
pear*d in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh; in which 
capacity he appear'd not only to the world 
(which judged him whom they knew not) 
nor only to his enemies (who did malicioufly 
flander him they. hated) bur” he preſented 
himſelf to-God in our itead, bearing our Sin 
and Curſe ; for removal of both which he 
was made a Sacrifice, an Expiatory Sacrifice, 
which .the Text expreſleth. conciſely ( by 
a dwg) and our Interpreters in the 
Margin have rightly explained; A Sacrifice 
for ſin ; this being the proper import of the 
phraſe, as is evident to all who are able and 
willing to compare the. Hebrew 7x27, 
with the Greek Tranſlation of it by the Lxxii: 
In the places cited, as Levzt. 4. 3, 14, 28, 32. 
Gr Namb. 6.11; 16. & cap. 7. 16,22, 28, 34 
40. 46, &c. Neh. lo. 33. & Exch, 40.40. 

42. 13. & Pſal, 4o. 6. In all which, and ma- 
ny more which might be cited. The Greek 
Interpreters uſe the ſame phraſe the Apoſtle 
doth, when he allures us God ſent his Son in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh that by him made 
a Sin-offering, or a ſacrifice for {in ; he might 
condemn fin, but fave_the ſinner. In one word, 
he that was ſent to be a ſacrifice for fin, muſt 
die, 


[13] 
die, and bear the imputed guilt of the fins © 
the perſons for whom he is a fſacritice, and 
conſequently die under a Curſe. To theſe add 
we that of the Prophet fa. 53. 5. where the 
Prophet doth thrice over in very emphatical 
words foretel} what the Jews would judge 
of Chriſt under his ſufferings ; they would 
eſteem him (z) ſtricken, (6) ſmitten, and 
(c) afflicted of God, as if he had been a no- 
torious ſinner, ſtigmatized by the juſt hand 
of God inflicting Curſes on him. Thus the 
blinded malice of the Jews lead them into 
blaſphemous miſtakes of the perſon and the 
ſuiterings he underwent. (d) They though 
22 thus handl:d by God in a way of vengeance 
q/-is fins. The Jew underſtood the import 
heir own language, but they underſtood 
. «-4he true caute of the doJorous curſes and 
ſufferings the Meffiah died under. What- 
ever wrath, curſe, or vengeance Is implied 
in the phraſe, he did bear ir, to remove it all 
from us ; we finned and ſhould have died ac- 
curſed, but he was made a Curſe to free us, 
Again, ver/. 5. the Prophet tells us, he was 
wounded for our tra: ſgreſſtons ; ſo we reed it, 
but ſome obſerve the word denoteth a pol- 
luted perſon, or one that is prophaned. Now 
by the Law every polluted thing or perſon 
was judged accurſed. When the Kalrs of the 
Sanftuary are prophare, and God punitheth 
for it, acob is made a Curſe, Iſa. 43. 28. And 
of the polluted, defiled,. or prophaned, the 
Law determineth he ſhall die the death , 
Exod. 31. 14. He ſhall be cut off, Lev. 19. 8. 
& 22. 9. Numb. 18. 32. So that by the Law 
a polluted-perſon is in danger of that death 
which 
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which the Law calls a Curſe, and when ſuch 
are uſed as polluted, they are cut off, and die 
under a Curſe denounced by the Law. And 
thus was Chriſt wounded for our tranſgreſ- 
ſions ; 1pywan 55mm we had really pol- 
Juted our ſelves, and'were prophaned by our 
ſins which we had committed : But He, the 
Holy One of God, was firſt burthened with 
our imputed fins; lookt on as one ſtanding 
in the ſtead of polluted ones,and uſed,as they 
deſerved, that they might be bleſſed, which 
they deſerved not. Thus alſo wverſ. 6. - He 
laid on him the iniquity of as all. Guilt im- 
puted, and puniſhment inflicted, from both 
which the conſequent is, The perſon > 
uſed, dieth an accurſed death, which is t 
weare to prove. Since then God Jaidgs 
iniquity of us all on his Son, who was, 
tent to bear it, we may very confiu. 
conclude that our iniquity will be the cauſe 
of his death, and thar this death will have a 
Curſe intermixed with it, that it may be ſuf- 
ficient to redeem us from the Curſe due to 
our iniquities. There is one place more 
which I might urge, v/z. Phil. 3.7. He took 
pon him the form of a ſervant, and in that ca- 
pacity did humble himſelf unto death, even ' 
the death of the Croſs, faith the Apoſtle ; 
which paſlage poflibly. is not' enforced to 
ſpeak other than its own proper ſenſe, if it be 
thus explained : He rock upon him the form 
of a ſervant, i.e, put himſelf into the ſtare 
and condition of an accurſed perſon, and fo 
died for them he loved and repreſented. The 
Scripture doth ſometimes uſe this manner 


of ſpeech to expreſs a Curſe on a man, . or on 
h:e 
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his poſterity ; ſo (a) Charms Curie is expreſ- 
ſed ; ſo is the Curſe of (5) Eſav,cxpreiicd. 
The elder ſhall ſerze the younger, applied by.the 
Apoſtle, to anny+ and his ſeed bleſſed, 
and to evidence Eſas and his ſeed Jeft out of 
the blefſing, and conſequently abandoneg un- 
der a Curſe. {ſrael's miſery in e£gype (em- 
blem of a curſed ſtate) was ſervitude, .in 
(£2'712V IVA the:houſe of bondage. Thus 
wee) Su/ds, the form of a- ſervant in which 
Chriſt appear'd, -befpeaks his appearance up- 
der a Curſe for us. And in this conjecture on 
this place I am confirm'd by the authority. of, 
Eraſmns on this place, Now 


4 Gen:9.2, 
26. 
b Gen.25.26 


( /aith h:)that he took the form Tem qued accepie formamiſfive 


| vi non prepric referri videtur 

of a ſervant , ſeems not to bere- , "ol es nts aſs 
ferred properly to the taking of ſumptam, fed ad ſpecrem & 
the Humane Nature, but tothe JSinjjtcudunem hommis nocene 
tis, cyjus perſonam pro nobis 


taking of the ſpecies and like © "fre dum Ball 
neſs of a guilty perſon, whoſe tr, crucifigitur. 
part he ore for us when he was 
ſcomrged, condemned, crucified. Thus far that 
learned Pen, Burt let this conjecture be . of 
what weight it will be, [there are places 
enough already- urged to make good the 
'Fruth. 

Chriſt in our ſtead appear'd under a, Curſe, 
and ſo died an accuried death, that by this 
means we might live in hope of a blefled 
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life ; and as the iText hath ir, thar the hleſ-. 


ſings of Ahrakbam might come on us Gen- 
tiles ; and that we might receive the Spirir, 
viz, both of SanCtification ro enliven us to 
our duty, and of Adoption, to-enſure,us of an 
hoped reward ; and ſo be delivered from 
ſervitude and miſery of fin in which lyeth a 
Curic indeed, Now 
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Now this duly conſidered will promote 
the increaſe of our graces. The Communi- 
cant who can meditate on Chriſt dying a 
Curſe for us, may thereby excite his graces, .. 
and exerciſe them to an improvement of 
them; ſuch meditations will be as leſſer 
ſtreams to a River which they greaten whilſt 
they run in the ſame chanel. 

A brief ſpecimen of this will fatisfie, I 
hope, and ſet the ſoul on work, wherein for 
his help I ſhall ſhew him an Eſſay in a rude 
draught of this, in eight following -particu- 
*lar Graces , which well become a Commu- 
nicant. 

-I, Humility and Self-abaſement is -unque= 
ſtionably a Sacramental grace ; a grace we 
ſhould Bring to, exerciſe at, and improve by 
the Sacrament of our Lord dying for us. And 
the conſideration of his death repreſented 
under the circumſtances of a Curſe, is a very 
ſuitable, and a likely means to effect this: 
For it doth repreſent to our thoughts not on- 
ly the ſufferings of our deareſt Lord and 
friend, but convinceth us that it was our fin 
which procur'd this to him ; and that we 
muſt have been miſerable for ever if he had 
not thus died. Thus our fin and miſery is ſet 
before us, and theſe will humble a ſoul ; 
theſe will bow the generous courage and 
ſtoutneſs of the nobleſt and higheſt mind. 27:- 
ſery alone cannot break the conrage of a virtuos s 
and innocent mind, Nl conſcire (bi,&c. A ſoul 

clear and approv'd to its ſelf, is an impreg- 
nable fortreſs: And rhe ſpirit of a man will © 
bear theſe infirmities, Indeed 4 baſe and de- 
generous mind breaks into ſhivers wander 4 
| load 
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load of croſſes. But the ſoul under ſorrows, 
or itt danger of deſerv'd miſery, refleAing on 
its own guilt, and looking through the vile- 
neſs of ſin, -on the greatneſs of its ſorrows, is 
the more humble, becauſe more refined and 
excellent in it's temper, principles and aims, 
Trxe lowlineſs of ſpirit, or humility that is ge- 
nuine, -zay poſſibly firſt guſh out in a tear from 
pain; But it's conſtant runniug is in tears for 
ſin.' Miſery may broach the veſſel, but it is ſn 
that kh-eps it ranning: Miſery may make the 
beſt: deſpiſed in others eyes ; ſin. makes him ac- 
ſpiſed in his own. Men will tread on a diſtreſſed 
fortune, - but the humble ſoul will tread on its 
finful ſelf. And now ſerious Reader, caſt thine 
eye upon Chriſt made a Curſe, and (ſuppoſe) 
for thy ſelf, and then tell me, whar is firſt re- 
fleted on ? is not thy miſery the title page 
of that great Volume of forrows, which 
Chriſt did bear for thee, when he was made 
a Curſe, and underwent it in thy ſtead ? waſt 
not thou in danger of that Curſe ? didit thou 
not dwell on the borders of an eternal, infi- 
nite miſery ? and waſt thou not every mo- 
ment in danger to be haled, and thruſt head- 
long into a priſon of wofulleſt darkneſs, and 
unſpeakable ſorrows 2 Did not the Curſe Jaid 
on Chriſt hang over thy head? It was thy 
fin; thy miſery, that Chrift lay under; and 
this will humble thee if thon haſt any ſpark 
of ſpititual ingenuity ; if there dwell any ge- 
nerous diſpoſitions within thy breaſt. 

T.. For what 5s it to be curſed, but to lye 
wnder the tranſgreſſion of a righteous Law ? 
and what will abaſe an ingeuuons ſpirit, if the 
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Humility Humility 'is the judgement or opinion of its || 
what. little worth ariſing jrons due ſenſe of ſin.. Thus 

Deur. 9. 7, did Moſes infiroct Irſael to be humble, ſhews 

12,22. & them how great their fin had been, and 

23-X24- leaves then to fay how little their opinion of 

themſelves ought to be ; tells them how near 

they were to utter ruine, when nothing but 

a Moſes and his prayer was between them, 

Deur. 9- 6, and the execution of that word; 7 will blot 

14- ext their name from under Heaven. Let thy 

foul renew the memory of thy fin,when thou 

reneweſt thy thoughts of Chriſt's dying a 

Curſe ; Remember thy ſins, and do as they, 

Gen. 41. $- Ezek., 20. 43. Loath thy ſelf for all thy fins. 

The remembrance. of a fault made a Cour- 

tier bluſh. In a Sacrament thou ſeeſt Chriſt 

dying an accurſed death ; in his Curſe thou 

doſt, or ſhouldeſt ſee thy own fin; and with 


Ezra 9,6. Ezra in another caſe, Thou ſhouldeſt be aſhan- | 


ed and bluſh to look up to Heaven, For, 

2. Thou moſt righteous and juſt haſt con- 
demned me, and judged what my fault is, how 
great, how vite it is in the Curſe my Saviour 

did bear for me. It was not a raſh, haſty and 
inconfiderate paſſion of a man that curſed the 
finner; but it was the juſt, deliberate ſen- 
tence of a wiſe and holy God, who never 
curſeth one that deſerves to be blefled ; who 
never-curſeth before the creature hath ſinned. 

and deſerved it. How inquiſitive is a good 
diſpoſition, 'if he be carſed! as David. by a | 

2 Kings 2. She, or as the Prophet reproached by 

23. the Boyes of Bethel, or by a contemprible 
beggar: How ready are beſt natures to en- 
quire into. the cauſe! Have I given an occa- 

ſion to this reproach 2 Haye I deſerved fo f 
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| And how is he abaſhed and aſhamed that any 


reaſon is pretended for unreaſonable railing ? 
Now much more abaſhed is the -ingenuous - 
ſpirit when a ſober man,when a judicious ob- 
ſerver of his own words, as well as of other 
mens carriages ſhall condemn and adjudge 
him worthy of a Curſe, But here it is the 
Lord, who adjudged thee to a Curſe, and 
canſ{t thou remember this,and not be humble, 
and not reflect upon thy ſin which provoked 
ſo juſt a Wiſdom and ſuch deliberate Juſtice 
bo execrate thee ? David was humble when 


. Shimes curſed, becauſe it might be God had 


ſaid to him, Curſe David, When thou re- 
ceiveſt the Sacrament, thou remembreſt 
Chriſt, whom God made a Curſe for thee ; 
there God cells thee, Thon hadſt been for- 
ever cnrſed, if Chriſt had non been once curſ- 
ed. There thou mayeſt ſee a holy, wiſe, juſt 
and infinitely excellent perſon diſpleaſed with 
thee, and provoked againſt rhee ; and ſurely 


\ſucha ſight will (IT am certain it ſhould )make 


thee abhor thy ſelf and be humble. 

3. Farther, thox hadſt a fair and open tryal 
of thy Canſe, and it now ſtands in the greateſt 
Court of Record in the world : Tt is there re- 
giſtred that thou art the ſon or daughter of a 
zainted blood, a child of an accurſed ſtock. In 
the firſt Adam God tryed and caſt thee, and 
told thee what thou muſt expect ; in the ſe- 
cond Adam he ſhewed thee this Record 
ſtood firm, the ſentence unrepealed; and if 
the blood of Chriſt dying, and bearing the 
Curſe for thee, had not waſht out the ſtain, 
thou hadſt remained ſtill under a curle and 
ſtain, It is accounted a glory in an Antient 

C2 Family, 
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Family, that the blood is not ſtained with 
any treaſonable prafCtices againſt the Sove- 
riagnz and it is a diſparagement and dimi- 
nution of their glory and greatneſs, that the 
blood is embaſed by diſloyal deſigns and at- 
tempts. When thou receiveſt the Sacrament, 
and ſeeſt Chrift dying an accurſed death, re- 
member this, Thou art minded of thy ſtained 
blood, and of the recorded atteindure that 
God brought in againſt thee. Here thou 
ſeeſt what judicial proceſs ſhould have been 
made againſt thy ſelf, ſee it and be humble. 
4+ And thou mayeſt do well to remember 
what proof and evidences were againſt thee too, 
ere God adjudged thee to this Curſe which thy 
Saviour underwent for thee 5 the notorionſneſs 
of the fat ; the ſelf-ſilencing convittion of Con- 
ſcience ; thy Father againſt thy Mother, Adam 
againſt Eve ; thy own family evidence againſt 
thee in this matter. Thou canſt find no pre- 
tence of an exception to the witneſs. Here 
thou mayeſt reflect xpon thy own adjudged baſe- 
neſs, and be proud if thou canſf, when thou 
haſt reflected on thy ſelf. Whoever thou art 
who rightly perceiveſt the myſtery of this 
Ordinance, and doſt rightly receive ir, thou 
art evidence for. God againſt thy ſelf, and 
confeſſeſt the matter, that thou defervedſt to 
die for thy fins in that very capacity and 
notion that Chriſt died for them. If he died 
an execrated, curſed death for thee, The Sa- 
crament is a memorial of thankfulnefs to 
God, and to Chriſt for ſparing thee, and 
letting thee eſcape, whileſt the bleſfed Son of 
God died in thy room, Conſider this and be 


humble, a 
5. Conſider 


| [ 22 ] 
5. Conſider laſtly, How hamble thy heart and 
hand ought to be when thog receiveſt Chriſt in 
the Sacrament ; fince from him alone thou re- 
cerveſt deliverance from a Curſe. None would, 
none indeed could deliver thee,bat Chriſt : Thou 
canldſt not ſend for another Phyſician to heal thy 
aiſtemper. Here thou couldeſt not, (as in a 
Market) ſeek a better bargain ; No,He alone 
who was made a Curſe for thee, was able ro 
deliver thee ; he was over all God bleſſed 
for ever, able to reſtore accurſed creatures 
to bleſſedneſs, and to inveſt them. with hap- 
pineſs. Be then as ingenuons toward Chriſt 
thy only hope, as thou wouldeſt be toward a Pa- 
trou, a Benefattor, a Lord, on whom thou doft 
ſolely and intirely depend. Thou wouldeſt 
humbly obſerve, and with due reverence re- 
ceive his Commands, and abhor a ſeeming 
proud, lofty, or mſolent behaviour towards 
him. ' / entreat for as much from thee to- 
wards Chrift as thong daſt give to a man with= 
out intreaty, At a Sacrament reflect on theſe 
things ; ſay with thy ſelf, here is the renewed 
memorial of Chriſt dying a Curſe, and this 
renewed remembrance convinceth me that I 
was a vile wretch, elſe my God had never 
curſed me ; I had never been atrainted, ar- 
raigned, condemned and recorded among 
thoſe that were not worthy to live in a holy 
and happy Common-wealth and Court. I had 
never recovered my former ſtate of bliſs, if 
the Lord had not put 'bimſelf in my ſtead 
and bare my puniſhment : My life, hope an 
glory, are all the fruit of another's death ana 
Jhame ; 1 muſt be lowly who was redeemed from 
{o law and curſed ftate, | 
. C 3 By 
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By this thou mayeſt diſcern what influence 
is in the Death of Chriſt conſidered as a 

. Curſe,and how it may be drawn out to abaſe 
and humble thy ſoul before thy God. And let 
this ſuffice for an Effay or Pattern. Go thou 
and medirate on what thou canſt ſee farther 
in this thing, and be humble all thy days. 

In the ſecond place, . Take an Effay in ano- 
ther Sacramenral Grace : Let it be ſuppoſed 
to be 

Strong and fervent Deſire to be partaker of 
that deliverance which Chriſt wrought by dying 
a Curſe for us. A good and hungring apperite 
is not more neceſlary at thy fiiend's table 
when thou art invited to feaſt with him, than 
this ſtrong Deſire is needfu], and required, 
for the Lord's Table. Our bleſſed Redeemer 
\avites the hungry, and bids the hearrieſt 
welcome to the hungrieſt comers : his lan- 
guage 1s, My friends, you are welcome, and 
let me ſee you come as to one that you 
know does bid you welcome, by your free 
eating and drinking. I may think you either 
know not how excellent the proviſion is, or 
you like it not, or you are full of ſomewhat 
elſe, or you doubt your welcome, if you fit 
as if you came to feed your eye, but not to 
fatisfie your ſouls. If the Sacrament of the 
body and blood of Chriſt be the Supper of 
the Lord ; if it be a feaſt; if it be fored 
with choiceſt variety of ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly rarities ; if it be the Goſpel Mannah, why 
are your Jonging deſires ſo weak, ſo uncon- 
ſtant, ſo uneaſily taken off? Surely you and 
] ſhould be better ſtomach'd for this feaſt ; . 
Chriſt hath prepared his hody to be your 
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food, and you muſt prepare-your deſires, and 
awaken your hungrings after him. The beſt 
wine is drawn out-for, this feaſt, and it's pity 
it ſhould not have a thirſty ſoul, whoſe thirſt 
can reliſh its worrh. He knows nothing of 
this Ordinance,who knows not it is a ſpiritual 
Sſt,. to be attended with a ſpiritual appe- 
tite, and therefore I proceed to give youa | 
ſpecimen of that which is in this Dying of 
our Lord, to whet the appetite of the ſoul; 
and ſo let the firſt Conſideration for example 
be. this; firſt, n this kind of Death the foul ſees 
both that which will awaken and addvigour to 
its averſation of fin or evil, and what will awa- 
ken and ſtrengthen its ;nclination - an proſecu- 
tion after deliverance ſrem that evil, In the 
Curſe thou ſeeſt what an evil ſin is, and thou 
muſt bear it, or deſire Chriſt that he would ; 
if thou deſireſt not that he may. really bear 
the Curſe for thee, as in the Lord's Supper 
he Sacramentally doth, it will be interpreted 
that thou defireſt all that evil ſhould light on 


thee which thy.fin deſerveth ; and canſt thee 


Aefire to be curſed? canſt thou deſire to de damm- 
ed ?. canſt thou ſee miſery like a black ſtorm 
hang over thy head, and not fly to ſhelter ? See 
then in a Sacrament Chriſt rendered to bear 
thy Curſe, thy miſery,and ask rhy ſelf, whet her 
it be not defirable? ask thyſelf, ſhall I deſire this 
or no ?- ſhall ] wiſh, pt wn » and be willing 
to be freed from ſo preat-evil or no? In the Sa- 
crament- the = tells the diſcerning foul, 
Here, take my Son, and if thou defirelt it, he 
ſhall bear thy deſerved. Curſe, and thoy ſhalt 
inherit an undeſerved bleſſing ; go think on 
it, and tell me what thou wilt do, whether 
C4 thoy 


[24] 
thou wilt deſire and 'be wiſling or no': And 
now Jjadge whit 'isHRe'th" be the Anſwer 
of the ſou]; will it not! be'This 2 O let the 
Bleſſing be mine, and'1&t 'mvy loving Saviour 
thus deliver 'me, thus! bleſs 'me alſo, oh- my 
Father, and-it ſhall ſauce.” i 

2. And as the proper Incentives of delias 
are contained in the things themſelves offer- 
ed ; ſo the very language, ' notion and frame cf 
words do awaken the ſoul' to exert its deferes : 
A miſery to be avoided by this means, will per 
ſwade the ſoul to a willingneſs to «pp1 the 
21eans.” But ſurely a miſery expreſſed by a 
Curſe, by an Execration, will haſten che ſaul's 
deſire to eſcape it: In ſome caſes a man 
may - commendably deſire, and chuſe affii- 
tion, but in no caſe can a man chuſe. a Curſe 
ro himſelf. The Jews had a Proverb, that 
we muſt leap to Mount Gerizzim., When God 
tells the ſoul, it muſt either dwell on Mount 
Eball, mherit a Curſe, 'or be willing to be led 
by Chrift unto Mount Gerizzim, it begins 
to ſay, Let me go, not a ſlow, a loitering 
pace, but the ſwifteſt, the ſpeedieſt ; it is rea- 
dy to leap to the Bleſſing. Let me be any 
thing but a Carſe; let me by any means 
eſcape the Curſe, and if by a willingneſs, if 
by an hearty deſire to have Chriſt I may 
eſcapeit ; oh let this yery hour be the happy 
hour of my ſouls eſcape; - Lord, if it be ſo, 
E accept thy Son, my blefſed Saviour offered 


in _— Sacrament 'to' bear 'my Curſe, There 
' is & ſtrong propenſity in\man's nature 'tarryin; 
him er grear defie and with dewebtied) £ 
deavours'to ſhun the hard ſpeeches of all, 
and to hear a good report if it might be from 
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all ; to be bleſſed by every one, tv' be curſed 7 
no ove, Andthere is a cheerful forward wil- 
lingneſs to heatken to that advice and counſel 
which diſcovers how we may likely gain 
the good word of good men; and eſcape: the 
hard words of all men. Now God propoſes 
in Chriſt thus dying, A ſure way of obtaining 
his bleſſing, which is infinitely better than 
the bleſſing of' any man ; and 'in the' Sacra- 
ment of his Son's body propoſeth a ſure 
means for our eſcaping from his Curſe, which 
is infinitely more to be feared than the curſes 
of all men, © God can load 'thee with-one Carſe 
more than ali the wen in the world: can ao with 
all theirs, IO VNIOTSTRRLU + 2711 

3. In Chriſt's Death conſidered as a Curſe, 
there is yet farther ſomewhat ro-eugage the Des 
fres of the ſoul 'ento Chriſt,and to draw forth 
it's willingneſs'unto an embracing of Chriſt : 
And that ' 13 the' infallibility * and certainty of 
onr deliverance from this Curſe upon our re= + 
cerving Chriſt; t6u'mayeſt be ſure to efcape , 
for thou mayeſt' be ſure Chrift: will not loſe 
his life ; if he die, he will accompliſh his own - 
ends, and thy hopes, and the hopes of every 
believing ſoul, by his death 5; He hath indeed 


- aid down his life, bat he hath not 'loſt-it, "He 


will not leave/thee under uncertain and fails 
ing likelihoods,' if he makes himſelf liable to 
thy puniſhments he will 'be ſure that thy 


ſoul ſhall eſcape it 5 And if he 'bear thy Curſe, 


he will be enſured thou ſhait not bear it, Now 
Having ſuch a g0od, as this deliverance,. and 
ſuch an evil as the Curſe,in. thy eye ; and ſac 
a-ſure and infallible means” of 'eſcapivg the 
one, and gÞbtainmg the other, Carſt 2hor, 
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oh conſiderate! oh diſcerning ſoul ! ds leſs 
than defire this Chriſt, this' ſhare and intereſs 
3n his death ?- If thou hadft no more than faint 
probabilities that it might be ſo well 
with thee ,. thou wouldſt in; other caſes 
frongly deſire to try : 'oh why not in this ! 
why not here-! - other probabilities can a- 
wake, , perſwade, prevail and carry thee 
through tedious Journies, - and coſtly experi- 
ments, and thou juſtifieſt thy hopes and thy 
deſires with the likelihood of ſucceſs. 

And what :is the reaſon 2 whence is it that 
ſo great certainty:can-do {6 little with thee 
in this? ok the deplorable ſtupidity of man ! 
the ſenſleſs backwardneſs of his heart! oh 
think, I ſay, think on it, Jeſus Chriſt was 
made, and diced. a.Curſe for thee, and it is 
certain thou. mayeſt eſcape. by him ; awaken- 
thy deſires, and.look after him, But laſtly, 

'.- 4. If thon. yer wilt not defire Chriſt, not- 
withſtanding all that hath been ſaid already, 
yer at-leaſt conſider with thy ſelf,and bethink 
thy ſelf, What doſt thou here if thou deſire not 
Chriſt 2 Why art thou among them that appre- 
hend they needed, who do in the Sacrament com- 
memorate, and ſeck. to find. Chriſt dying and 
bearing the Curſe for. them? If thou need him |. 
not, why doſt thou pretend:to:ſeek him ? if 
thoa 'ſeek' him,; why doſt'thop-not really de - 
w to find and-meet him ? Cenfider this, and 
argue it with'thy ſoul ; ſay,  waſ.cither con- 
traditt my ſelf, the ordinance, and the people of 
God, or 1 muſt be willing to receive Chrift the 
Lord into my ſaw, as well. as: ta. receive the © 
ſymbols of Chriſt. my Lord into my [\month and 
hands, 1 hear, and know, that: 9rbers do ap- 


proac 


[27] —_ 
proach this Table, this memorial of the Dying 
Jeſus with m_ to meet him, and to exchange 
with him, to bring their wretchedneſs, and caxry 
with them his bleſſedneſs. ' I know (if I know 
the Ordinance) that it was appoinred for the 
hungry, thirſty, defiring ſou], which would 
have freſh Tremembrances, and vigorous 
longings for Chriſt; for them who would 
feel their own curſedneſs, and ſeek bleſſed- 
neſs in Chriſt, - and my very preſence, my ve- 
ry approach to the Ordinance with others, 
will either argue and prove me a Hypocrite, 
or muſt awaken my deſires after Chriſt; if 
thou art not willing to find thou art an Hy- 
pocrite fop ſeeming to ſeek. 

- And Iwill-ell thee, take it as thou wilt, 
Then that art not willing to find a bleſſing in 
Chriſt whom tho ſhouldſt deſire to meet in the 
Sacrament, ſhalt find a curſe which thou wouldſt 
not, Remember Judas and tremble 4 Who 
doth cordially and truly ſeek the Lord, ſhall 
find what he ſeeketh ; but he that is careleſs, 
wants a willingneſs and deſire, ſhall find 
what he thinks not of; and woe to him that 
finds, and meets with 7#das his gueſt at the 
Lord's Table! And now give me thy 
thoughts, Reader, whether this ſhould awa- 
ken in 'quicken thy willingneſs and thy de- 
fires after Chriſt. - And yet farther in the 
next place, | = 


Cloſer application, faſter hold, and ftrength- 34. Sacray 
ened reſolutions to adhere to Chriſt, do very well — -h, 
become this Ordinance' of the Lord's Supper ; B**Oe FOnm 


none have doubted: or denied this, but thoſe 
who have denied all its efficacy, and made 
the Sacrament a weak, and impotent Cere- 
| MOnY 3 
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mony z - Every ane acknowledgeth this as the 
andoubted and proper. fruit + this Ordinance, 
who expeft any fruit from it. This ſpiritual 
feaſt ;was made to unite the ſoul and Chriſt 
in a more firm and cloſe bond of friendſhip,to 
incorporate them, ;and. to make them more 
one, It was inſtituted, that-the memory of 


memorta mag ac magy m 
animis noſtris wnfigatur. 
Theſ. Salm. - -\  , 
Multa ſunt que nos eo ducunt 
ut exiſtimemus Chriſtum has 
buiſſe potiſſimum eum ſco- 
pum ante oculos ut 'fidem no» 
Stram augeret ac confirmaret 
cum ritum zfſtum |Eccleſie 
tradidit celebrandum. Thel. 
ac uſucoen. Dom. rh. 11. 


Ut ejus ope tants beneficis 


our great adyantage _ by it, 
might be more. deeply root- 
ed in our hearts. The Learned 
Profeſlors .at Sanrmyr tell us, 
Aany things lead to this 
perſwaſion,- that Chriſt chiefly 
ejed. the increaſe and confirma- 
tion of our Faith, as the end 
when-he appointed this Ordi- 
dinance to his Church to be ce- 
lebrated. A true and lively 


Faith firs for receiving this Supper of the 
Lord ; and an increaling confirmed Faith 
ſhews that this Ordinance is. fitly-!FecEived, 
Ve. apuſt uot come to 66 without true Faith, and 
we. yult not go from it without an ancyeaſe to 
er Faith, We-muſt lay hold on Chrift-thar 
we may come ; and we muſt come that we 
may Jay faſter. hoJd gn Chrilt. 4 
.. Now the conſideration of Chrift dying as a 
Curſe-for us, \will-notably coofirm us in our 
reſplutions. to adhere aad . gleaye” faft to 
Chriſt. For now ' PRA, 

\ The conſiderate, {crious, meditating Com- 
municant, may. hence reflect upon the choice 
which he hath made, the gift he hath receiv- 


ed, the condition .he. is now in by believing,  / 


and ſo approve the,choice, keep faſt the gift, 
ſertle hunſclf in that condition, -and —_— 
| ecure 
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ſecure that ſtate to himſelf by ſtrong reſoſu- 
tions of Faith, and adhering ro Chriſt, who 
by this death delivers us from that curſed 
death we deſerved ; and ſo you may ſuppoſe 
the ſoul to argue with-it ſelf. | 
I. I'do this day commemorate the death 
of my Lord, which died -under a Curſe for 
me ; anal if 1 do not now believe, or if 1 ever 
Smould by unbelief caſt b4 my Lord, I muſt bear 
my own deſerved Curſe : T have then good 
rounds, I have beſt reaſon to warrant my 
rſt believing and going to Chriſt : I have as 
good reaſon ro continue - my purpoſes, | and 
confirm'my reſolution. of believing ſtill. 7r i 
nor poſſible I ſhould have any reaſon to repent wy 
fr choice of Chriſt, my firſt fidacial adhering 
to Chrift by:that I'was delivered. from a Curſes 
and this deliverance is freſhly remembred in 
the Sacrament, and the reaſonable, well advi- 
ſed and prudent choice of my ſoul is preſented 
ro me ; and now my ſoul, thou mayeſt ſay, 
this was the wiſeſt, moſt juſtifiable and ra- 
tional-compact thou ever didſt make. And I 
aſſure thee, wnril thou ſee a reaſon why thou 
ſhouldeſt be in love with, and dote #pon a Curſe, 
thou canſt not be out of love with, or weary 'of 
thy adhering to Chriſt, The more thou ſeeft 
the wiſdom and prudence of this Act, the 
more thoa wilt like it, and the more reſolute 
and conſtant thou wilt be in it ; and now the 
oftener thou conſidereft at the Sacrament the 
tively pourtraiture of thy deliverance from 


a Curfe by Chriſt received and/adhered to by 


Faith ; the oftener wilt thou renew thy pur- 
poſes-and reſolutions to adhere- to him, -'the 
oftener wilt thou look, and take heed of = 
WAIC 


[39] 
which may weaken thy adhererice, or with- 
draw thee from Chrift ; and ſuch renewed 
carefulneſs and heed will much improve thy 
Faith ;: Renewed parpoſes to believe, are renew- 
ed ſtrength in beljeving. | 

-* 2. Secondly, -The conſidering foul will (ce 
in this review of Chrift dying a Curſe, The be- 


nefit, profit and gain of Faith chuſing and adhe- . 


ring unto Chriſt. It will ſee it felf repaired 
and made whole after the greateſt and ſoreſt 
dammage ; fin which brought the Curſe up- 
on the ſou], did the ſoul greateſt injury and 
dammage, it made a ſhipwrack of all its ex- 
cellencies and treaſure. Sinful and accurſed 
man is the pooreſt, forlorn and undone 
wretch in the world, a very bankrupt. Bur 
now application unto Chriſt with a purpoſe 
'to adhere unto him, and chuſe him for ever ; 
this ſets the man free from the Curſe; it 
ſets him up again ; it puts a new ſtock into 
his hand ; it enricheth him with the fulne(s 
of a Bleſſing. For if Chriſt bear thy Curſe, 'thou 
ſhalt wear his Crown ; if he take upon him 
thy guilt, and fin and wretchedneſs, he will 
take thy believing ſoul into his bleſlſedneſs ; 
sf he ſaffer thy deſerved puniſhment, thou ſhals 
snherit bis glor ous purchaſe; and what un- 
ſpeakable profit is this? how good and en- 
riching a bargain is this ? and all this doth the 
believing ſoul receive and gain by Chriſt dy- 
ing a Curſe to redeem it from the Curſe, and 
to purchaſe the. bleſſing of Abrahan for it ; 
and all this becomes the believing ſouls gain; 
God gives this to, every one who chuſeth his - 
Son. By his Poverty we are made Rich, and 
by his Curſe we gain the Bleſſing. \Now at 
* IL ... "every 
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every Sacrament this Bargain is confirmed 
-and ratified, and the ſoul ſees the gain of it; 
and until.it.can rationally deſire to loſe ſuch a 
bargain, . it,carnot but ſtrongly deſire to keep 
ro its contradt : Every remembrance of our 
riches by Jeſus Chriſt, is, or. ought to be a 
confirmation of, our choice of him. Renewed 
views of. our. gain, will be renewed purpoſes to 
hold faſt our bargain ; and thus may the ſoul 
grow ſtrong in its adhering. and cleaving faſt 

to Chriſt. 
3. The conſidering ſoul doth view its ows 


ſecurity, and ſweeteſt peace in the Death of 


Chriſt thus dying a Curſe for it. At-the re- 
membrance of .its Lord's: Death in a Sacra- 
ment, it calls to mind that peace which is 
made for it through the blood of the Croſs, 
The ſoul ſaith, if Chriſt hath born my Curſe, [ 
ſhall not bear it. If 1 have choſen him, if x 
keep to this my choice, if 1 firſt believe and 
perſeyere in believing, I ſhall ſtill have this , 
peace in believing, viz. that 7 am delivered 
from the miſery of an accurſed ſtate, Before 
thou didſt believe, thou didit or mighteſt 
have heard the ſad  ecchos of a Curſe alarm- 
ing and frighting thee ; if thou hadſt not de-. 
ſired, choſen and believed in Chriſt dying, 
thou hadſt never heard one word of peace ; 
and if after thy firſt- choice, and faith, thou 
repent, relapſe and forgo Chriſt through un- 
belief, thy danger, fin and trouble will return 
upon thee ; thy laſt ſtate will be thy worſt 
ſtate ; think therefore what is. beſt for thee, 
whether to go on to believe, or to go. back 


[through unbelief. . Art thou ſurfeited with - 
thy peace? art thou weary of thy reſt ? is 


trouble 
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tronble under the miſery of a'Curſe more de- 


- firable than peace under the felicity of ſuch 


a bleſſing ? I know the meditating ſoul which 
can diſcern this, will never think of deſerting its 
choice of Chriſt, - until it can think of parting 
with peace for tronble, with joy for ſorrow, with 
bleſſedneſs for miſery. 1 know ''the more it 
perceives and finds its peace in believing, the 
more ſerious and reſolute will it be to be- 
lieve that it may have and keep its peace. 
Renewed meditations on this Death of Chrift 
will be renewed peace to a believer, and re- 
newed peace will be renewed purpoſes of 
benermg. 

© Fourthly and laſtly, The confidering be- 
lieving ſoul is able to diſcern this ignominious 
cnrſed Death of Chriſt to be the fountain of true 
honour and real excellency. The ſonl is delivered 


from a ſtate of baſentſs and diſhonowr by this 


Death of Chriſt, A curſed condition is baſe 


and diſhonourable, as well as miſerable and 
unhappy. The dregs of the people were by 


the Jews called the people that are curſed. 


Cam curſed by Noah is devoted' to ſervitude 
to a baſe condition. And Eſar's loſs of the 
Bleſſing was the bringing of ſervitude and 
baſeneſs on him. But now if Chrift dying a 
Curſe were abaſed for me (may the believing 
ſonl ſay) I ſhall be exalted to honour, and 
my firſt att of believing was my firſt ſtep to ho- 
wowr, and my contiming to belirve will be the 
—— me itt my free, noble, and honour- 
able conartion. If T depart from Chriſt 


through unbelief, I ſhall go from honour ro 
'diſhonour, from excelſency tobaſteneſs, from 

the noble ſtate of a Son, td TT, 
2 | of - 
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of a ſervant, of a ſtave : And I know the con- 
ſiderate ſoul -will not eafily return to the 
baſeneſs and ignominy of ſuch a ſtate ; No! 
no /: Faith in my dying Lord did ſet me free 
from ſuch baſeneſs, and advanced me to the 
dignity I now enjoy ; and my perſevering 
confirmed faith, will, and muſt preſerve and 
confirm me in that dignity : Th prerogative 
my Dying Lord purchaſed for me whenever I 
would believe ; this prerogative he gaze me ſo 
ſoon as ever 1 did believe ; and there is none 
can take it from me ſo long as 1 do believe ; oh 
let me believe for ever, that 1 may have it for 
ever | I wonld never loſe this honour, I will 
never leave my Lord. Whilſt thou art able 
ro: make the beſt of this Death of thy Lord 
commemorated in the Sacrament, and pre- 
ſented to thy faith, (which is done on pur- 
poſe, that thou mayeſt make the beſt of ir,) 
thou canſt reſolve, or conclude nothing lets 
than that thou wilt adhere now faſter than 
ever. 

In this manner may the Humiliation, the 
Defires,the Purpoſes of the Soul be wrought, 
drawn forth and confirmed upon the confide- 
ration of Chriſt dying a,Curſe for us: The 
ſighr of our curſed ſtate will lay us low, and 
convince us; the ſight of a deliverance by 
Chriſt, will make us deſire that deiiverance 
may be ours, and then knowledge of -its be- 
ing ours upon firſt believing, and that ir ſhalt 
be ours ſo long as we believe, will perſwade 
us to look that our faith continue, leſt unbe- 
lief ſhould reduce us into the miſery of a 
Curſe, whence we almoſt eſcaped. And ler it 
be next obſerved, 
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4rh. Sacra= 4, That Love to God and unto Chriſt, is an- 
nowary 7 other Sacramental grace, which I am ſure will | 
rs wt be well improved, by a due conſideration of 
Chriſt. Chriſt dying a Curſe for ws. I do verily ſup- 
poſe it needleſs to attempt the proving of 

this ; every one knows, that Love to Chriſt is 

a neceſſary and ſuitable gow for a Communi- 

cant. God requires that every one of his 

ſervants ſhould love him, and ſerve him with 

all the heart in every duty, much more in 

this which is a more ſolemn, and more than 

ordinary one, If thou wilt come to the Table 

of the Lord, thou muſt come with love to 

the Lord of the Table ; thon muſt not come 

with enmity in thy heart, nor with a ſword 

in thy hand. They are friends who are in- 

vited to eat and drink with Chritt at his 

Table, and it is a monſtrons incongruity to ſit 

Cant. 5. 1. down as though you would friendly feaſt, and yet 
watch a ſeaſon to muther the gueſts, or him 

that invites you. God will not have an Abſo- 

lows feaſt, in which one of the gueſts was mur- 

; thered ; nor will he have a feaſt like the unhap-. 
$4xs ez» py Phocus, whoſe gueſts ſlew him. It is the ex- 
vY. preſs will of our Lord, that we come to his 
Table in love and charity with our Brethren, 

and in love, and with ſincere affections to our 

Lord. We muſt here feaſt without the ſowre 

leven of malice againſt our Brethren, and with- 

out the ſwelling leven of hypocrifie toward God. 

Now let me a little point out what indnce- 

ments are in this Death of Chriſt to draw 

forth our love to our Lord ; and fo let it be 
conſidered. | 

x. Did my Lord die an accurſed Death 

for me? do I now celebrate the memorial 

hereof ? 
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hereof? World he have done this if he had not 
loved me as his own life? It was a love that 1s 
ever to be bleſſed by me, which made my 
Lord take on *him a Curſe for me. Greater 
love than this conld not be ſhewn to me, and 
leſs than love to him for it cannot not be tendred 
by me. Is Love the loadſtone of Love, and 
doth not thy heart ſtir toward Chriſt when 
he draws it with this attraftive? When he 
calls, Look upon my Living Love in my curſed 
Death, and grue me what you jndge areaſonable 
acknowledgment for my Love ; and when the 
conſiderate ſoul looks on this, it is ready 
with David to ſay, What ſhall I render to the 
Lord for all his goodneſs *? What ſhall I render 
to God the Father who laid my Guilt, Pu- 
niſhment and Curſe on my Bleſſed Redeemer ? 
What ſhall IT render to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
unto God the Son, who took this heavy load 
upon him ? What ſhall I render to God the 
Holy Ghoſt, who ſupported the humane na- 
ture of my Bleſſed Redeemer, that he ſhould 
not fail, nor be diſcouraged in this great 
work, under this weighty burthen ? Oh Bleſ- 
ſed Love of the Glorions Trinity, worthy of an 
infinite Love, though a finite createre is not able 
ro give it ! Lord my Love ſhall be endleſs, 
though it cannot be boxndleſs ; though it is nar- 
row, it ſhall not be ſhort; I will make up its 
defe@ of intenſeneſs, with an addition of end- 
leſs date; let thy Love to me which cauſed 
thee to die once for me an accurſed Death, 
be a ſpring and ſource of Love in my foul to 
thee, of fuch a: Love as fhall never die. Lord, 
thou deſerveſt more than 1 can give,but 1 would 
2 nit 
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not be unwilling to give as much as thoa deſer- 
veſt. It was matchleſs Love that the Prince of 
Life would die for condemned ſubjects. But 
"tis, methinks more, that the Lord of glory, 
(over all God Blefſed for evermore) ſhould 
take upon him Death with a Curſe! 

2. Do I celebrate the Death of my Lord dy- 
ing a Curſe for me? why then, oh my ſoul ! thou 
aoft this day in this duty call jo mind Chriſt's 
taking on him all faults, and bearing all thy 
blame, being content that rhy faults ſhould 
be accounted to him ; and that if there be (as 
certainly there wlil be) anger for it, he will 
bear it, Oh what endeared Love do {ervants 
in a family bear to that Son who is willing to 
excuſe the ſervants fauls, and to bear their 
blame; ro make up their peace, and to con- 
tinue them in, or reſtore them to their offices 
again! Reader, whoever thou art that readeit 
theſe lines, it is thy caſe, Thou oreſt xto 
Christ the Eternal Son of God, all thy innocence, 
all thy [afety, all thy peace, all thy continuance 
zu the family of God, unto Chriſt I ſay thou 
owelſt it, for thou hadit ſinned, and provoked 
God thy Maſter and Lord ; he had curſed 
thee, and would have damned thee ; he had 
declared thine office in his houſe void, and 
would have turned thee out; and then thou 
muſt have ſaid with the unjuſt Steward, what 
ſhall I do when God thus deals with me ? 
how ſhall I Jive? Dig I cannot, beg I am 
aſhamed ; I ſhall be .accurſed on Earth, and 
- accurſed i Hell for ever ; oh thps had it been 
with me ! if my Lord Jeſus had nor ſtept in, 
and took my faulrs upon him. Bleſſed be thar 
Love 
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Love which hath ſo loved me ; Let him car- 
ry away all my affettion, who thus hath carried 
all my tranſgreſſions ; He ſhall have my love 
whilſt I lrve, by whoſe love it is that T live. Oh 
let my love at the Sacrament revive, where 
there is the revived memory of my Lord his 
love to me. None but thoſe fooliſh and , 
mad creatures who are in love with their 
faults, and with their miſery, will withhold 
their love from Chriſt, who delivered us 
from both. 

3. Did Chriſt die ſuch. a death in thy ſtead, 
let this then awaken thee to conſider how thou 
wouldſt reſent another mans ſuffering for thee, 
and ſpeak what intereſs thy friend ſhonld pur- 
chaſe in thy affeitions, by his undergoing afjli- 
trons for thee. Would thou love thy rich 
friend, that took thy debts on him ? would!t 
. thou. do leſs than dearly love thy skilful 
friend, that cured thee of thy diſeaſe ? thy 
powerful friend ar Court, who reſcued thee 
from a priſon? thy watchful friend, who 
kept ſtrict and careful watch left thou ſhouldit 
be ſurpriſed, and ruin'd, whil!t thou were 
ſleeping ſecure in greateſt danger, and in 
greateſt ignorance and ſecurity? But whar 
wouldft thou fay if thy friend ſhould deliver 
thee from thine, by making it his own dif- 
eaſe? or ſhould go into a priſon, thar thou 
mighteſt go our of it? or expote himfelf to 
ruine,that thou mighteſt be indemnitied ? Juſt + 
ſo did Chriſt for thee ; he did bear thy dif- 
eaſe, and took thy ſickneſs upon him ; he be- 
came a priſoner firſt to unjuſt hands feizing 
on him, and then to the grave, which could 
not hold him, yet a while he was a priſoner 
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there, for thy ſake, in thy ſtead, and what 
acknowledgment wilt thou make of all this ? 
How wilt thou certifhe the Chriſtian world, 
that thou doſt well reſent what Chriſt hath 
done, if thou wilt not love him for doing it ? 
Thou lovefſt thoſe that ſpeak well of thee, 
that bleſs thee, that wiſh well to thee, and 
endeavour to do thee good, and what law, 
reaſon or equity wilt. thou pretend why rhou 
doſt not love Chriſt , who > 4A beſt of thee 
to his Father, and who wiſhed beſt to thee, 
and hath done moſt jor thee, and all this by 
his dying a Curſe for thee? Let thy own 
heart ponder this, and draw to a concluſion, 
what ought to be done in this caſe ; ſfay,Had 
any man whom I know, done this for me, 
which Chriſt hath done, I could not but love 
him; and why do I not love Chriſt ? if I did 
ſee my friend loaded with curſes, and re- 
proaches, and bearing them patiently for me 
that I might not be reproached, that I might 
not be curſed, it would endear ſuch a friend 
ro me : why now in the Sacrament the vi- 
ſible memorial of Chriſt's dying a Curſe for 
me, I do fee ſuch a friend, ſo loaded for my 
ſake, that I might not be loaded, with my 
deſerved Curſe, I may not, I will not be leſs 
to him than I would be to another; 1 will 
love him more than any elſe, for he hath done 
more for me than all conld; and 1 ſee it in the 
Sacrament, the blefled memorial of his curſed 
Death. | 
Fourthly and laſtly, Is the Sacrament of 5 
the bloody Death of Chriſt, a memorial of . } 
his dying an accurſed death for me ? oh then 
£ ſee ghe evidence of a love to me which ſurpaſ- 
| feth 
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ſeth the love of beſt friends, which indeed ex- 
ceeds the thoughts and belief of moſt conſiderate 
men, For who will believe ( beſide a Chri- 
ſtian, who is taught by the revealed word of 
the God of truth) that Chriſt would become 
a Curſe for us ? Some men will hardly be- 
lieve that the Apoſtle ſpake his very thoughts 
when he wiſhed that he himfelf were accur- 
ſed from Chriſt for his brethren, his kinſ- 
men after the fleſh, Some judge it ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with reaſon, that they think the A- 
poſtle could not ſoberly, ſedately and ra- 
tionally defire it, but that he did uſe the li- 
berty and freedom of an Orator,to commend 
his greateſt affection to his kindred by a grea- 
ter expreſſion. But behold Reader, Paal's 
wiſh for his kindred, is Chriſt”s own att for his ; 
what Paul wiſht but conld not do for his bre- 
thren, Chriſt hath undertook and undergone for 
his brethren, What ſome do think was roo 
great for a rational and ſober deſire in the 
one; hath been found not too great for the 
choice and performance of the other. Now 
let:Chriſt have but a ſerious view of this he 
hath done for thee, and anſwer thy ſelf this, 
or ſuch like queſtions; 7s that too little to 
engage my love which was too great for any to 
undertake but Chriſt > Do I ſee Chriſt do- 
ing that which few men will believe a man 
could wiſh he mght do, and do I ſtill with- 
hold my heart, my attection from Chriſt 2 Da 
I know that his love was ſtronger than death ? 
he was content to be accurſed for the ſake, 
g00d, life and falyation of Believers ; I ſee 
him for a while ſeparated ſrom God, that he 


might bring me to God, and now he ſhall 
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have that love which is too great for any one, 
| ſince he hath done what is ſo great for me. 

Joy inbe- In the fifth place, The Believers Foy #4, or 
pot. = at leaſt migbt be conſiderably improved in the | 
grace. commemoration of Chrift dying as a Curſe for us. 
It is not to be queſtioned whether joy and 
rejoycing, through faith in the Lord be fea- 
ſonable in our feaſting with the Lord. foy zs 
the fouls reſt with delight in the Lord ; and ſuch 
a diſpoſition of mind'doch the Lord require 
and accept at this feaſt. Now ler us obſerve 
how that his dying a Curſe for us, may in- 

creaſe our Joy ; and this may appear 
1. From the Nature of fey, which is rhe 
triumph of the mind in its freedom and delive- 
rance from its fears, or in its attaining and poſ- 
ſeſſing of its hopes. It is a rational ſecurity of 
our beſt hopes, and a due removal of our worſt 
fears, fingiug a reſt and happineſs to the ſoul. 
Toy is the rapture of our foul, hearing and 
obſerving deſired events, ſweetly keeping 
rune with our dcfites and hopes, It-is the 
Tripudinom Anime, the ſoul's dance to the 
Muſick which the God of Heaven makes for 
it. If there be any exſtaſies of joy, it can be 
from no other harmony than which is heard 
not from Pythagoras his melodious ſpheres, 
but from the Croſs of our Bleſſed Lord ſer- 
ing Heaven and Earth in a bleſſed corcent by 
his accurſed Death. The Philoſopher will 
Dilatatio tell us, that foy is the dilatatian cf rhe ſoul, 
cordis ob bo= the enlarging of the heart to entertain a preſent 
mum preſens. Jefired good. Good wiſhed for is the Sun, 
the heart is the Heliotrope, the flower of the 
Sun ; Joy is the opening and turning of this 
flower towards the Sun, This, or ſomewhat 
like 
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like this is Joy. Now in what can the ſoul 
triumph if not in its freedom from a dread- 
ful Curſe 2 What may poſlibly be imagined 
will ſecure the rational hopes and wiſhes of 
a Chriſtian better than Chriſt's bearing his 
ſin, its curſe and puniſhment, that Juſtice may 
not Jay any ſentence of condemnation upon it, 
but abſolve and acquit, juſtifie and fave it ? 
Where can the ſoul better reſt, and congratu- 
late its happineſs in its reſt, than in a pacified 
propitious God 2 Tell me, . who ere thou 
art, reading or hearing theſe lines, canſt thou 
defire more than happineſs ? Is any thing 
greater and better in thy wiſhes? Certainly 
either thou knoweſt not what thou anſwereſt, 
or elſe doſt anſwer it is thy greateſt, dailyeſt, 
hourly defire ; and that the man *or woman 
who would aſſure thee of this, would fill 
thy heart with raptures of joy. Now behold 
theſe deſires anſwered in the Lord Jeſus dy- 
ing to remove that Curſe which kept thee 
from thy happineſs. If Joy be the enlarging 
cf the heart to entertain a defired good, lo 
here a good worth the entertaining, Chriſt 
bearing thy Curſe : lo here a good ſo great, 
that no heart but an enlarged heart can 
rightly entertain it : Oh be perſwaded to re- 
=, ceive it, and tell me then what affection ir 
raiſeth in thy ſoul ! Certainly he never feared, 
becauſe he never knew the danger of, Hell, who 
' doth not greatly rejoyce in his deliverance, and 
eſcape from it. Open but thy heart to receive, 
and thy Joy will as ſurely break out, as the 
ſtreams do when the ſprings and fountains are 
opened. 
Secondly, Chriſt dying a Curſe fbr thee, 
| will 
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will heighten thy Joy; For whatever thou 
canſt approve a ground of oy in other mens re- 
Jaycing without this, thou mayeſt much more ap- 
prove in thine own refoycing in this without 
any other, There is very much Joy in the 
world which is unſeemly, .and there is ſome 
which is juſtifiable, ſeemly and ſeaſonable ; 
but whatever makes it ſo ſeemly, that and 
much more is in the Death of Chriſt dying - 
an accurſed Death for us, to juſtific and war- 
rant the Chriſtian's Joy. I dare ſtand to plead 
the Chriſtian's oy, to excel on this account, 
as much as the [7 for recovery of a Crawsn aud 
Kingdom doth excel the foy of a wiſe man fer 
the finding of a Pin, Could a Chriſtian en- 
large his Joy to the exceeding greatneſs of 
his-cauſe of Joy, it would incomparably ex- 
cel all other mens Joy, as much as the reco- 
very from a mortal wound excels the heal- 
ing of a ſcratcht finger. Indeed all other 
Joy without this is the unſeemly Joy of 
fools or madmen; but this ( without all 
other) is Joy of wiſe, conſiderate and know- 


Ing men; and might we enter the compari- 


ſon, it would appear what trifles men of the 
world (how great ſoever, and how wife ſo- 
ever in the account of the world) do rejoice 
In. 

It is reported of Francis the firſt, recover- 
ing the French ſhore upon his delivery out of 
his Captivity, That he leapt and rejoyced 
with this, Iam a King. And who that va- 
lues liberty, or fafety, or power, or a King- 
dom, cenſureth him for it, or doubts whether 
it were ſeemly ? But oh believing ſoul! thou 
ſceſt at a Sacrament a worle priſon, a _ 

dole- 
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doleful Captivity, crueller enemies, and more 
deadly dangers left behind thee, and thou ſer 
at liberty in a more ' bleſſed ſafety, and en- 
tirled to a Crown and Kingdom, as much 
better as Heaven is better than France was ; 
and this by Chriſt's Death .as it was an ac- 
curſed Death, to free thee from the Curſe. 

The men of the world rejoice in their full 
harveſts. The victorious Conqueror reJoiceth | 
in the dividing of the ſpoils, The ambitious 
Courtier rejoiceth in his Court-preferment. 
But what Joy will the Barns and Stores of 
the wealthy man be, when he dies the accur- 
ſed Death, and with Dzves, is tormented in 
endleſs fires ? Will the Joy of the preferred 
Courtier continue to him under the difgrace 
which he ſhall fall into when God ſhall arreſt, 
impriſon,condemn and execute him as an ac- 
curſed wretch 2 What will become of the 
Joys of Vittories and Triumphs, when. the 
Crowns ſhall wither before the hor diſplea- 
ſure of God ; and when the crowned Con- 
queror ſhall be delivered up an accurſed 
wretched. priſoner and captive in, eternal 
chains ? 

In few words, there are many daggers 
lifted up, and ftriking at the Joy of every man 
who rejoiceth in any thing bur the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and firſt or laſt ſome one or other of 
theſe daggers will reach the heart, and Jer 
out the life of ſuch Joys. Bat the Believer's 
Joy in the Death of Chriſt dying a Curſe for 
him, is a Joy which is immortal, and cannot 
be deſtroyed : It is a Joy will moſt gloriouſly 
crown the Believer, when other mens Joys 
do moſt ſhamefully forſake, deceive and tor- 

cure 
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ture them. If then any may rejoice, the Be- 
liever may much-more ; and this he may do 
at every remembrance of his Redeemer's dy- 
ing a Curſe for him, And ſuch renewed re- 
membrance of our cauſe of Joy, will un- 
doubtedly renew our Joy; he may rejoice 
{till more than yet he hath rejoiced, who 
ſeeth he hath more to rejoice in than all the 
Jovial merry world ever ſhall have. 

Thirdly, Renewed Meditations of Chrilt's 
dying ſuch a Death for us,, will renew our 
Joy, appeareth from this, That oxr foy will be 
moſt full, ſatisfattory and tranſporting to us 
when we come to the diſtintteſt, fulleſt and live- 
lieſt knowledge and apprehenſion of this Death 
of Chriſt, They who moſt fully apprehend, 
and who moſt particularly apyly the Benefits 
of this Death to themſelves, who live upon 
It, and know what life it is, how excellent, 
how happy, &c. Theſe are fulleſt of pureſt 
Joy ; and truly as we abate in our ability 
and skill ro meditate on this Death of Chriſt, 
or as we abate in the exerciſe and actual me- 
ditation and thought of Chriſt's dying for us 
as a Curſe, the more our Joy will abate alſo. 
The Saints in glory do now rejoice, and will 
forever rejoice, for they do ever behold the 
ſcars which this Curſe hath left in Chriſt ; 
they ever remember that Chriſt dying a 
Curſe, hath given them that bleſſed Life in 
which they ever ſhall rejoice. Now what it 
hath wrought on them, and what it will 
work one day upon us, proveth to us what it 
might work in us at the preſent : It hath now 
all in it which it ever will have, but we have 
not all in us which we ſhall have, when this 
dying 
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dying of our Lord ſhall fill us with a never- 
dying, or abating love ro him who did it,and 
with Joy in thc thing done for us. The rea- 
ſon why the Believer rejoiceth more in the 
ſight of Chriſt dying a Curſe for him, as his 
diſtinct knowledge of it groweth, is not that 
his knowledge addeth any thing to it, but be- 
cauſe his knowledge of it now maketh more 
of that Death, (which appeared not ſo much 
then to his own eye) ſo his Joy groweth 
with his knowledge. But now it is not fo 
with other Joys,they leflen as our knowledge 
of them increaſeth, and thoſe which at di- 
ſtance we flattering our ſelves hoped would 
be pure, and deep, ſweet and laſting as a 
Cryſtal ſtream, prove to us when we come 
nearer, and live on them, muddy and ſhallow, 
ſcarce worth the taſting, and which is worſe, 
yet they prove bitterer than gall and worm- ' 
wood, and of ſhorter continuance than a 
morning dew. But our Joy in bleſſed peace 
with God, in ſweet hopes of glory, in fire 
foundations of faitb, in endleſs happineſs to 
crown our faith, to ſatisfie our hopes, and ro 
be the manner of enjoying our God, (which 
are the pleaſant fruits of Chriſt thus dying) 
do increaſe upon us as our inſight into them 
increaſeth, and are pureſt when neareſt ; are 
deepeſt in the ſpring, or rather ocean of true 
Delight and Joy ; are ſweeteſt when moſt 
lived upon; and are moſt laſting when we 
enter at laſt into them. The foys of others are 
never ſo great as their hopes, nor ſo laſting as 
their defires, But ir 4 of a Believer in his 
Dying Lord, is at laſt greater than his hopes, 
aid as long liv'd as his deſires, And in this he 

may 
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may exalt his Joy above the greateſt that 

ever the world boaſted of: If ever mortal 
man ſatiated and glutted himſelf with world- 

ly Joy, it was with a ſudden guſh, which left 

him ſo ſoon, that he had the more time to la- 

ment himſelf, and wofully wrack himſelf with 

the loſs of it. I believe Ceſar never met his 

expected content and joy in obtaining Rome's 

Empire; I know it laſted not with him fo 

long as he deſired ; in one or both of theſe 
it proved leſs to him when he knew moſt of 
it. This made a good Emperour once fay, 
That :f men knew what thorns and cares a 
Crown was lined with, they would not take it 
ap if they found it in the ſtreet. 

Now, oh blefſed* foul ! whoſe Joy lives 
upon the Death of thy Lord, tell. me, did ever 
any experienced, knowing, and expert Chri- 
{tian abaſe the worth of thoſe Joys with ſuch 
a report of them ? Can thy own jealous fears 
ſuggeſt a rational, probable, likely ground of 
ſuſpicion, that theſe Joys are greater in hope 
than they will be in hand? doſt thou think 
that there is any diſappointment in Heaven ? 
Are there any complaints that leſs is poſſef- 
ſed than was looked for ? Haſt thou ever had 
any cauſe to wiſh thon hadſt known leſs of 
Chriſt and his. Death ? or conl|dſt thou ever 
ſay that the Joy had been greater if thy 
knowledge and experience had been leſs? I 
know thou dareſt not fay ſo, nor debafe the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus 
thy Lord. Turn therefore thy ſerious 
thoughts upon this, meditate more that thon | 
mayeſt know more; for the more thon 
knoweft of this,the more wilt thou rejoice in 

Chriſt, | Thus 
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Thus renew thy Meditations on the Cauſe 
of thy Joys, and they will renew thy Joys. 
Qthers will ſee,and thou wilt find in thy own 
ſoul, that the more thy Cauſe of Joy abound- 
eth, the more thy Joy will abound. Now 
that Chriſt hath thus died, thy ſou] (oh happy 
Believer !) ſhall not be left in Hell, nor ſhalt 
thou ſee an eternal corruption : This is en- 
fured to thee by the Lord, whoſe Death thou 
commemorateſt. Say then and ſpeak it with 
enlarged heart, g-2y2» 5 nods, &c. There- 
fore my heart is glad, and my tongue rejoiceth ; 
moreover my fleſh ſhall reſt in hope, for God will 
not leave my ſonl in hell, And now, oh my 
ſoul! ſer thy ſelf ro hear what may be ſpo- 
ken to thee. By theſe who will have to do 
xa thee in thy moſt weighty matters. And 

0 

I. Firſt what would a judicious and affett io- 
nate Believer ſay ? What news would ſuch a one 
rell thee from Mount Calvary ? from the Croſs 
of Chriſt ? Suppoſe thou heardeſt ſuch an one 
improving this DoCftrine, why ſhould I fear 
when the iniquity of my heels compaſſeth me 
about ?- hath not my Lord taken away all the 
Curſe I feared ? Do I not ſee him evidently 
ſet forth crucified before mine eyes? he 
drank off the bitter cup of aſtoniſhment, I 
will therefore take the cup of ſalvation, and 
call upon the Name of the Lord. I will re- 
Joice m him ; yea and I will tell my Brethren 
the good news, that they may rejoice with 


" me. Comeall ye that fear the Lord, hear 


and rejoice, for 1 have found 4t the Croſs of 
Chrift, the bleſſing which I loſt in Paradiſe, and 
which is more, I found jonrs there too ; and if 

| ou 
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© you will go with me quickly, you ſhall find it too. 
Come, oh come and ſee Chriſt laying down a 
Bleſſing for thee, when he took up thy Curſe! 
would not ſuch a friend's voice ſounding in 
thine ear raviſh thy heart, or at leſt revive 
thy drooping ſpirits, and turn thy grief in- 
to joy ? Could'ſt thou do leſs than ſmile to 
ſee thy loſt Heaven found ? thy dying Soul 
recovered to life? thy God reconciled and 

delighting in thee > Hear next 

2. What language the Embaſſadour of thy 
Soveraigu and Gracions Lord wſeth to. thee, 
when be offereth a Dying Chriſt unto thee; a 
Chriſt bearing thy Curſe for thee. Behold 
thou drooping Believer, That Blood which I 
w—_ thee in this Cup, is the purchaſe of that 

appineſs which thou defrreſt ; the atonement 

of that wrath thou feareſhG, Lo here is that 
Blood which can abate the ſcorching heart of 
a ſelf-accuſing, condemning, and tormenting 
ſoul ! Oh taſte, drink of it ! this never failed 
of curing, eaſing, comforting ſo many Saints 
in Heaven. In one word, Chriſt's Miniſter 
doth in Chriſt's Name offer thee that Blood 
which was ſhed for the remiſſion of the fins 
of many, and in which thou mayeſt find for- 
giveneſs of thine alſo ; and thou findeſt little 
if thou findeft not Joy in the forgiveneſs of 
fins. Thou art very ſlow of underſtanding, if a 
Publick Officer proclaiming thee acquitted and 
cleared, doth not raiſe thy joy. But yet, oh 
fainting ſoul! hearke n | 

Laſtly, What will be the language of Chriſt 
himſelf to thee, when he unfolds thy bleſſedneſs, 
and declareth pefore Men and Angels that he 
took upon him thy ſin, thy guilt, thy pumſhment; 
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was made a Curſe for thee, and ſo preſents thee 
to God, and makes good all thy claim to Bleſ- 
ſedueſs. What heart is large enough to con- 
ceive the thouſandth par of that Joy ! Oh! a 
ſingle fight of this,one unrepeated, once pro- 
nounced ſentence of Chriſt's own mouth. 
Soul, thou art bleſſed, for I was made a Curſe 
for thee, would ſwallow up all other Joys, 
and would fill the heart of the believing ſoul 
with Joy unſpeakable. 

% Now I muſt tell thee, oh thou doubting, 
ollicitous and trembling Believer ! chatChritt 
_ will ſo beſpeak thee ere long, and fo give 
thee an entrance into thy Matter's Joy, that 
thou mayeſt rejoice for ever in this Blefſed- 
neſs, which I tell thee is the fruit of Chriſt's 
Death, as it was an accurſed Death. And if 
after all this thou wilt weep,and not be com- 
forted, I muſt alfo tell thee, thy tears-arg 
not wiped away, becauſe thou wilt not ſufter 
us to do it, & thou arta ſtranger to thy deſi- 
red joy,becauſe thou art ſo. much a itranger to 
the Death of thy Lord.Oh that our eys were 
opened to ſee that fountain whence moſt re- 
freſhing ſtreams do flow continually ! Lord 
give ine a heart knowing, how to turn this 
kind of my Lord's Death into what Joy is 
hidden in it, and I know my heart will need 
no other, will defire none but this. 


Again in the ſixth place, 4 peaceavle, com- 6th. Sacra- 
paſſionate, and tender affeition toward our Bre- menrtal 
thren, our fellow Chriſtians, is a Sacramental SfAcc » 


Grace, a diſpoſition of mind which is never out L 


of ſeaſon, and is moſt in ſeaſon at a Sacrament. tothe Bre-' 
Chriſtians ſhould ever live in charity, but they thren. 


ſhonld feaſt with their Lord, and with ther 
| | E Bre- 
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Brethren in higheſt meaſares of charity, When 
they thus feaſt, they ſhould embrace each 
other ;z when they walk together, it ſhould 
be hand in hand. This Love-feaſt muſt not 
be allayed with any mixture of ſo mur- 
murings , bitter envyings, or unfavou 

orudges of diſcontent, The Apoſtle dot 

give us a moſt excelſent Rule for this, 
X Cor. 5.7, 8. Purge ont the old Itaven, &c. 
Let us therefore keep the feaſt, not in the old 
leaven, wor. with the leaven of malice, &c, In 
malice we ſhould ever be children, but eſpe- 
cially at the Lord's Supper. I will not urge. 
reaſons why we muſt be thus affected each to 
other, when we come to the Table of the 
Lord ; for it is ſo univerſally known by all, 
and it is ſo neceſſary among many other gra- 
ces, that too many think this alone ſufficient 
to prepare men for the Lord's Supper. Ir is 
true, who hath all other, but hath not this 
preparatory, is unfit; Whoſoever wants this 
alone is not fit, though this alone will not fit him 
for the Lord's Table, The want of this muſt 
keep him back from this Supper,unti] he hath 
a mind full of ſincere and true love to all men, 
eſpecially to all the invited gueſts of the 
Lord. Suppoſing therefore thar ir is nothing 
doubted, peaceable affeftions, and compaſ- 
ftionate tender Joye or charity to the Bre- 
thren, is a Sacramental Quality. I fhal in- 
liſt a little on the manner, how this may be 
improved and advanced by the Death of 
Chriſt dying an accurſed Death for us. And 


ſo | | 

T. Firſt, When thou art at the Lord's Sup- 
per, and ſeeſt a few of thy Chriſtian Brethren. 
there. 
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there to, celebrate the Death of thine and 


their Lord dying .a Curſe ; this in all likeli- 
hood will be thy firſt reaſoning upon it. f 


. Chriſt died a Curſe for ur, then were we all 


under a Curſe ; then were we all plunged in mi- 
ſery-; all were under the guilt of in, and nnder 
the wrath of God ;: and what tongue Can tell 
what this is, or what heart can think of it, aud 
not be compaſſiouately tender over ſuch poor 
creatures! Can your obdured , hardened 
hearts, hear the groans of men tormented 
with the Strangury, or Gout, or Stone ? Can 
you look upon the miſeries of an Hoſpital 
without yearning bowels? or can you look 
upon the rortures of one wracked and torn 
upon a wheel, or between wild horſes, with- 
out a wiſh, oh that I might deliver them! 
what kind of hearts do you bear toward per- 
ſecuted, murthered and tormented Chriſtians, 
when you ſee tke pictures of them, or read 
the hiſtory of them? do not your hearts 
drop into tender compaſſions toward them ? 
Why now look on Chriit dying a Curſe, he is 
the lively picture of thine and their woful 
ſtate, it is to be ſeen in his Death ; read 


_ over the ſtory of Chriſt accuried, it is the 


ſtory of thy moſt woful ſtate, and of the 
miſerable ſtate of them who are now com - 
munucating with thee ; they were with thee 
ſinful, guilty, dying creatures, which ere long 
muſt bave been groaning, ſighing, howling 
under the avenging wrath of the Almighty, 
if Chriſt had not thus died for thee and 
them. Look upon them, fay (as indeed they 
were) behold what was ſaved of my ſhip- 
wrack! Theſe were toſſed in the fame veſſel, 

E 2 daſhed 


2] 
daſhed on the ſame rock, taken up helpleſs 
and lifeleſs, &c. with me, Oh I never ſee 
them, bur it comes into my thoughts, and 
my heart ; my heart weeps over our com- 
mon danger: We do ſo often renew our com- 
paſſionate affeRtions toward our companions 
in dangers, as tte ſight of them renews the 
thoughts of our danger. That which in a 
different caſe David ſaid, When I remember 
theſe thingr, 1 pour ont 'my ſoul within me. The 
ſoul redeemed from the Curſe, will be abſe 
to ſay, when I remember theſe things, com- 
paſſton and tenderneſs are poured out. Fhe 

remembrance of a common 


Nihil ad miſericerdiam ſic danger, is a moſt prevailing 
znclimat atque proprit peri= enqucement to compaſſion. 
cult cegitatio. Auguſt, The Philoſopher'could tell 

M:ſericerdia eſt vicina mis Ee x. o OP! cr cou re Us, 
ſerie. Seneca de Clem. That his Pity is 4 neighbour 


to miſery. Whence likely it 
was that the Lord did enjoyn the 1/raelites 
to ſhew a hearty. compaſſion unto afflicted 
ſtrangers ; for They know the heart of a ſtran- 
ger, for they were ſtrangers in Fgypt. We 
muſt compaſſionately and tenderly love, 
wiſh well, and aftect thoſe whoſe hearts 
we know, for ſo much as we were in like 
caſe, Now this is one part of our brotherly 
love or charity; here it begins,though it doth 
not end here. This tenderneſs of heart is 
like the pith or tender pulp which runneth 
through the whole body of the tree. This in- 
deed is the Root on which the delightful Tree 
grows, and from which the beautiful fruits 
of Tove do bloſſome, bud, increaſe and ripen. 
And ſo often you water the rodt of Love as you 


do fojten aud mollify the temper of* your heart, 
which 


= 
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which is done when ſoakt in the thoughts of our + 
Common danger. ; 

I ſhall cloſe this particular with that pierc- 
ing Queſtion, atth. 18. 33. Shouldeſt thou 
not have had compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, 
ever as 1 had pity on thee? How ſhall we 
anſwer this Queſtion, if the conſideration of 
our common danger do not ſtir up in us a 
love of compaſſion to others? what bowels 
hait thou if chey do not now yearn and move 
towards them? We are apt to pity thoſe 
whoſe tormenting diſeaſes and ſharp pains we 
have felt; and if ever we felt the inward 
ſorrow and trouble of an accurſed ſtate, we 
ſhall pity ſuch who are under it, and with 
tender affeftion demean our ſelves towards 
thoſe who were under it ; it will renew our 
fympathy, and this will renew our love to 
them. But 

Secondly, [nz the remembrance of Chriſt's 
dying a Curſe for us, there is the renewing of a 
Kay ſelf-abaſing and humbling conſideration. 
Now the renewal of this will be a very likely 
means to improve our love, which is a 
humble, ſelf abaſing grace. So that what :#- 
creaſeth our humility, | will increaſe our charity. 
Solomon tells us, that onely by pride comerh 
contention ; and our wn experience proveth 
the proud man neither fit to be choſen for a 
loving friend, nor to be truſted as one that 
will be conſtant in his friendſhip and Jove : 
ſuch an one will be ever breaking the laws of 
friendſhip, of which the Apoſtle diſcourſing, 
I Cor. 13. 4, F, 6. tells us, that it neither 
vaunteth it ſelf, nor is puffed up. Indeed he 
can ſee ng cauſe of vaunting himſelf, who 
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views himſelf in+ this curfed condition repre- 
 Tenred, and confirmed to us by Chriſt's under- 
going it for us. | Something or other there 
muſt be indeed, or niuft be thought to be, 
which ſhall exalt a m#n above his neighbour 
and brother. Now when it appeareth that 
_ it was equal guilt and mifery_under which 
thou and I,' and every one did lye, ufitil 
Chriſt redeettied ns, this cuts- off a!l vaunts, 
and proud boaſting .of our ſelves above 
others; and where - pride is laid thus Jow, 
and taken out of the way, there meek and 
peaceable deportment oatwardly, and meek 
and peaceaþle temper inwardly do ſpring up 
and flouriſh. This will prevetit all increaſe and 
growth of malice, and diſlike for whatever 
thou canſt find in thy Brother to diſlike, the 
'ſame, or as bad is found in- thee ; for before 
grace appeared to you, you were both ac- 
curſed, both rebels againſt God, both con- 
demned by the Law of God, both alike mif- 
creants and vile ; nor may diſlike feſter and 
ranck]e into malice againſt thy Brother : For 
if the Grace of God hath taken occaſion from 
his viſe miferable condition, to be and appear 
grace indeed to him, who art thou dareft 
make it an occaſion of wrath or malice? 
I know the realonings of a believer toward 
believers are of another nature and tendency, 
they all ſayour of hamilliry and peaceable diſ- 
poſicions, and forbidding all proud quarrels, 


- . and huſhing them with fome ſuch refleCtion 


upon our ſelves, and our condition ; ſuch was 
} but I oÞtained mercy. Alas! how are we 
miſtaken if we think we may boaſt our ſelves 
in the difference þerween us -and others ; - 

| wha 
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who made us to differ? There was much of 
reaſon in the penitent Thief, when he rook 
up and reproved the railings, reproaches and ' 
bla 


ſphemies of the other ; Doeft thou not fear T.yk.23.20. 
' God ſeeing thou art in the ſame condemnation ? 


This ought to have humbled him, and kept 
him in a peaceable behaviour and mind to- 
wards thoſe who were dying with him. Oh 
let us manifeſt a humbled ſoul, a mind abaſed 
and laid low with our guilt and vileneſs! let 
us manifeſt ſuch a mind by meek, peace- 
able, loving diſpoſition towards our Brethren, 
who were firſt our Brethren in a Curſe, but 
now are our Brethren in Chriſt, Certainly 
nothing doth more become pardoned ſinners, 
than ſuch a peaceable behaviour and diſpoſi- 
tion. Nor do I know a more natural genuine 
fruit of our peace with God through Chritt, 
than this our peaceable mind and behaviour 
towards men, when Angels ſhewed the glad 
tydings, v:z. Salvation through Chriſt, they 
did alſo proclaim peace on earth ; ſo muſt 
we when Gad makes us glad with this ſalva- 
Lion, 

3. Again thirdly, [nz the remembranc? of 
Chriſt dying a Curſe for us, there is\ renewed 
the remembrance of forgiveneſs and pardon 


granted of God to ws. The Believer commu- 


nicating at the Lord's Table, doth there ſee 
himſelf pardoned, and the like pardon oifer- 
ed unto others alſo rhrough Chriſt dying a 
Curſe for them. Mow this doth mightily per- 
ſwade with the Believer to lay aſide all occaſions 
aud ground of quarrel, and ſo doth mnch more 

remote this brotherly love, increaſing it both in 


the habit of charity, diſpoſing the mind to it, 


4 | and 


and in the exerciſe and atts of it in our beha- 


viour and converſe among Chriſtians. That 
which God hath done for us teacheth us 


what we are to do for others, when God | 


might juſtly and righteoufly have curſed us, 


- and refuſed us peace ; he did for Chriſt's ſake 


free us from the Curſe, and entred, confirm- 
ed, and ſtil] keeps peace with us. Now faith 
the conſiderate Believer, I muſt be like my 
Keavenly Father, he hath accurſed but one 
thing for which he hath not yer, for which 
he never wil] have, thoughts of peace, and I 
muſt never make, or keep a peace with that 
accurſed thing, with ſin. But fince it hath 
been the good pleaſure of my Heavenly Fa- 
ther to make peace for ſuch who were cur- 
ſed ; and ſeeing he hath made them bleſſed 


by this peace, / muſt with better mind, 


though I cannot in better words, ſay with Ba- 
laam, Num. 23. 20. Behold 1 have received 
Commandment to bleſs, and he hath bleſſed, and 
1 cannot reverſe it, When any grudge, envy 
or diſlike, would folicit thee ro break the 


law of Brotherly Love, ask but this queſtion, 


Is Ged at peace with this man with whom I am 
ready to break» If God be his friend, and at 
peace with him, it is my beſt courſe, and 


- moſt adviſed, to be at peace with him alſo, 


Plutarch. m 


and keep and make him my friend. Ir is re- 
ported in the Life of Aarins ( that cruel 


vit. C, Ma- man) that if he ſaluted not the man he mer, 
Ft. 


his ſouldiers rook it for the roken that ſuch a 
one mult not live : But if he ſaJuted any one, 


no hurt was done to him. At this preſent I | 


tell you, no hurt muſt be done by you or me to 
ſuch whom the Great God ſaluteth as he did 
py FIN Abraham, 
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' Abraham, and as he doth ſtill ſalute Abra- 
ham's ſeed, calling them friends. As then the 
renewed uſe of the Lord's Supper is a renew- 
ed teſtimony of God reconciled unto us, 'and 
a renewed profeſſion of our friendſhip+ unto 
God; ſv it will be a renewing of our friend- 
ſhip with thoſe who'are ſo bleſſed and happy 
in their allianceunto the Lord, who is alſo 
our God. Moreover, ſuppoſe fleſh and blood 
could pretend an occaſion of contention and 
quarrelwith thy Chriſtian Brethren, ſummon 
them to put in their Bill, and make their plea 
before Chriſt, who once died a Curſe. for 
thee, and them ; let the grievances be right- 
ly ſtated, and hearken what Chriſt would ſay 
to thee that 'contendeſt ; He would ſurely 
tell thee that he did not ſtand upon ' greater 
injuries done to him, but did bear them; and 
forbear thee in them ; witneſs thine own ap- 
pearance at the Sacrament, where thou pro- 
feſſeſt to! believe thar Chriſt died an accurſed 
death for thee, . and doit thou dare to retain 
the thoughts, the remembrance, of farthing 
dammages done to thee, in that very place, 
and at that time where thou reneweſt the 
remembrance of many talent-dammages by 
thee done to God, all forgiven to thee by 
thy God, who thereupon requireth thee ro 
forgive others? How filent and ſpeechleſs 
will the mercileſs unpeaceable man be when 
God ſhall make him read over ſuch places as 
theſe ;. Shonldeſt thou not have had compaſſion 
on. thy ſellow-ſervant, even as I had pity on 
thee? And 5f ye from your heart forgive not 
pen their treſpaſſes, neither will your. Father 
which is in Hegven forgive your treſp aſſes. _ 


f 58 ] 
be fhill have judgment without wmerey, who | 
ſoewed no mercy. Come then thou froward, 
peeyiſh, unpeaceadle ſos], look what. -Chrift | 
hach purchaſed and prepared for every Be- 
hever z he hath purchaſed a peace for them ; 
he hath for them prepared a bleited peace 
through hjs bearing a Curſe for chem 5 and 
he bath fealed and canfirmed-this peace, tak- 
ng away every thing rhat might break it ; 
and this peace made thus, thou art now 
again confirming with God among. thoſe 


. whick have equal ſhare and intere(s with thy 


{elf in this peace ;; and wilt thou not judge 
it comely, convenient, neceſſary, (and wheat 
muſt/þe done by thee, w/z. ) to embrace 
them with hearty, peaceable affections, 'who 
arc embraced by thy. God, with as hearty 
affections as thou art; or canſt be ? Oh come 
then! make peace with all thy Brethren, | 
and fargive them as God for Chriff's ſake hath 
forgsven thee, And thus I have very briefly 
drawn out three particuſar inducements 
(among many other) which from Chriſt dy- 
ing a Curſe for:us, and all Believers ſbould 
perſwade us, and them tq live in a Chriſtian 
brotherly peace, - which becomes a Sacra- 
ment, and which ſhould be improved by 
each Sacrament. 1now proceedto 


7th. Sacra* ' A ſeventh Sacramental Grace, which ought 

mental 
race, a 
hankful 

hearr. 


to be exerciſed at each Sacrament , and 
which may receive ſome addition [from the 
conſideration of Chriſt's Death as a.Curſe in 
our ſtead. Now this grace is a Thankfwll 
acknowledgment of the great mercy we have by + 
Chriſt's dying a Curſe for #5. It. doth exceeding 

well.become us to be thankful, and praiſe __ 
Lor 
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Lord for his mercy to us in Chriſt dying for 
us : And though praiſe be ever. ſeaſonable, 
yer 2 Sacrament is the ſcafon. of ſeaſons for 
praiſe ; then it is moft in ſeaſon, though it 
be never out of ſeaſon. The commonneſs 


. and univerſal prenotion of this truth among 


all Chriſtians, ſaveth me the labour of prov- 
ing it, I need not prove that to any one 
which is denied by no one let then praiſe 
and thanks attend our communion at the 
Lord's Supper. And among other motives 
unto praiſe, let us view ſome few ariſittg 
from the Death of Chriſt, as it was an ac- 
curſed death for us. And fo | 

T, Firſt, To this kind of Death of thy Lord 
thow muſt be beholden for all the ſweetneſs which 
thou taſteſt in thy mercies, Thy 1in which 
brought thee under the Curſe, imbittered 
every thing to thee alſo ; nay that fin which 
curſed thee, forfeited all thy mercies ; thou 
hadſt no right to them when once thou hadft 
finned, and thou couldfſt rafte no ſweetneſs in 
them if thou hadſt ftill Iain under the Curſe ; 
thou hadſt no more right to thy eſtate, and 
life, than a condemned man hath to his; 
thou couldeſt have no-more enjoyed them, 
than a penſive condemned perfon who is kept 
in priſon with a daily . allowance to keep 
them alive unto the day of his near approach- 
ing execution, every morſe] is bitter 
to him, ſo would ithave been to thee. Thou 
mayeſt read this in the emblem of the fin- 
ner's ſtate ; a naked man caſt our of a fruit- 
ful garden, and left in a place of thorns and 
briars: Such was the conſequence of thy 
ſin, caſt naked out of what thou hadfſt, _ 
rurne 
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turned out among grieving thorns and briars.' 
Now, would he-not deferve thanks who re- 


ſtoreth thee 'to: a title ? gives thee a new: + 


right unto all deſirable bleſſings > who ſhall 
root up thoſe curſed thorns, and plant the 
Vine and the Olive to yield thee fruit ? Look -. 
then, this, and. more than this done for thee 
by the Death of thy Lord made a'Curſe for: 
thee. Lo thy title renewed to neceſſary 
mercies, 'and mercies renewed unto their 
ſweetneſs -and delightfulneſs ; thou a Prodi-. 
gal received as a Son, and the husks thou 
didſt feed on 'turned into bread in thy Fa- 
ther's houſe. Chriſt was accurſed for thee, 
that every: blefſing -might be ſweetened to 
thee, Ever- praiſed be our Phyſician who 
hath taken out the. moſt of the poiſon, and 
hath turned the reſt into neceſſary and ſea- 
ſonable Phyſick. -God hath bleſt thee with 
every - thing in Chriſt, that thou mighteſt 
bleſs and praiſe, that thou mighteſt be thank- 
ful for every thing, and aſcribe it all to the 
goodneſs of God in Chriſt. We owe all to 
this Deatlr of Chriſt; and how little do we 
pay when we are thankful! Let us not then 
with-hold this little too. In one word, read 
oyer the latter part of Dext. 28. from z. 15. 
to the end of the chapter, and conſider how 
well he deſerves bleffing and thanks from 
thee, who hath delivered: thee from the bir- 
terneſs of ſo many Curſes, imbittering all 
thou enjoy'dit. 

Secondly, The renewed thoughts of Chriſc 
bearing thy Curſe, . will be renewed Thank- 
fulneſs in renewed ſecurity: and aſſurance againſt 
the fears and terrours of a ſelf-accaſing and cau- 

| | drmiing 
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, demuing hiae. Thou ſhalt never bear that 
' Curſe which* the righteous Law threatned ; 


thou needſt not fear it, if Chriſt died for 
thee ; for he did die a Curſe for every one 
in whoſe ſtead he did die ; and that God who 
accepted his Death, will never go from his 
word, or diſown the virtuc of his Son's 
Death, nor caſt the Curſe upon thy ſoul. Oh 
thong trembling Believer! thy fears are the - 
weakneſs of thy graces, or the want of ex- 
erciſing them; either thou knoweſt not 
what it is to have a Chriſt, a Jeſus dying a 
Curſe for thee, or elſe thou doſt not enough 
conſider it, nor obſerve how little ground of 
fear is left, Oh! Ut world be a bleſſed tran- 
quility of mind to as to feel as little fear with- 
in our ſouls, as Chriſt hath left of Curſe behind 
him in the Law againſt #s. Happy ſoul, who 
believeth that Chriſt died for him. He may 
look upon the Law, and find that there is nut 
in it any Curſe againſt him ; for Chriſt made a 
Curſe, died to redeem them who were un- 
der it. There is no doubt to be made of this 
Truth ; there cannot be juſt cauſe ef fear 
where Chrift hath taken away the Curſe 
Which the Law threatned : Now there is no 
condemnation to ſuch, nor may any one lay 
any thing to the charge of theſe redeemed 
ones, ' And when this is duly weighed, how 
thankful will ict make us! How much would 
a feeble ſwouning perſon + thank you for a 
ſweet reviving cordial ! what life would there 
be in his . expreſſions of kindneſs for ſuch a 
courteſie ! what loving embraces would ſuch 
a one court his friend with ! eſpecially if his 
life had certainly miſcarried without this 4 
| | O 


2 Plutarch. in vit. Artax- 
erxes. 

b "The Darick was a coin 
bearing the image of Da- 
7i4u5, and the value of each 
rm was two ſhillings 
our pencc ; ſo the whole 
ſum amounred to ohe hun- 
dred and fixteen pounds fix 
ſhillings and - cighr pence, 
beſice the Cup o Gold. 
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Oh unkindneſs! unthankfulneſs of us Chri- 
ſtians! who lay in a ſwound of death, ftrucken 
with the thunder-bolt of the Law, periſhing 
without recovery, hopeleſs without a Chriſt, - 
accurſed for- ever unleſs Chriſt become a 
Curſe for us;. and we profeſs to know. all 
this, and to believe it, and yet areſtraitned 


in our thankfulneſs to him. 
The (a) Hiſtorian reports that 
Artaxerxes King of Perſia, 
gave one a thouſand (6b) Da- 
ricks in a Cup of Gold for a 
recompence of a little fair 
water offered him in the 
palms of the man's hand. But 
what have we given unto Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who bath brought 


us not a little water in his 
hands, but his heart and hands full of love, 
and blood ſhed for us! Oh come magnihe 
the Love of Chriſt, and be thankful to him 
for us! Remember the daies of thy fears, 
when thou wouldfſt have welcomed the news 
of thy pardon, and received it on thy knees, 
with ten thouſand praiſes to thy God. Re- 
member the anguiſh of thy ſoul, when the 
Arrows of the Almighty ftuck faſt, and the 
poiſon thereof drunk up thy ſpirits, what 
pains wouldſt thou have taken«then ? what 
coſt wouldſt thou gladly have been at,to pro- 
cure thy ſouPs peace and eaſe ? When thou 
thoughteſt Hell would be thy rormenting 
prifon for ever, and thou Jookedſt on it as 
che __ evil, becauſe thou fhouldft bear 
thy fins there for ever, and never have one 
finile from God,whar thankfulneſs ER _ 
i) then 
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then think was meet for thee to pay, and 
for Chriſt to receive ! Oh let not this be for- 
gotten when thou comeſt to commemorate 
the Death of thy Lord ; ſay then, and think 
ſo, Here is the blood. of my loving, gracious 
Redeether, who was content to be ttiade 2 
Curſe for me, that I might hot laviſhly fear 


my guilt, - tor be'in Hell (a) before I came , So Fran 
_ ro Hell; thateT might not go mourning under 7 Spire 
the heavy burtheh of thy own eaſeleſs pains, Thought & 
which were worſe than death it ſelf ; thioſs rc ana 
fears, tetrours and pains which n6 rongue can rears. 


deſcribe, my bleffed Redeemer delivered me 
from them, and duly confirms it to me itt 
minding me that he died, and that he died 
beimg made a Curſe for me ; I truſt therefore 
mind my debt of thankfulneſs, I vowed, at 
leaſt promiſed and purpoſed never to forget, 
that ' more thankfulneſs was due to Chriſt 
then I could ever pay; Let my renewed 
view of this blood ſo affet me,oh my deareft 
Lord ! at every Sacrament, that it may ever 
renew my thankfulnefs, until thankfulneſs be 
ſo perfeCted, that I may neyer more need a 
Sacrament to put me in mind of this my 
duty. 

Thirdly, The renewed thoughts of Chrift 
dying thus accutfed for ns, will add to our 
thankfulneſs, 7» that the heart of a Believer 
meditating on this, may concludz, he is jnilics- 


. ally acquitted from the charge tart in againſt 


hin by the Law. This charge is ft, deſerving 
death, to which charge every ofte maſt make 
his plea, and Þring i to an iſe ; im which 
proceſs there will be no denying of the 
charge, it is © uideniably trac, that ul bxve 

ſouned 
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finned- and come ſhort "of the glory of Goa; only 


the believing ſoul hath a gracious Redeemer 


who-ſtept-in between the paſling of the 
righteous ſentence, and the execution of ir, 
and offered Bail, body for body, life for life ; 
took upon himſelf the Curſe, 'which was all 
the Law threatned, and died thus a Curſe for 
the Believer, ſo that now he may ſue for his 
. diſcharge, and plead for his releaſe: Nay, he 
hath the diſcharge and releaſe offered to 
him as it were ſealed, ſigned and delivered 
to him at the Sacrament, whilſt God by his 
Miniſter doth put the New Covenant into 
his hand, and ſhews him that blood which 
was ſhed for confirmation of the Covenant, 
and for remiſſion of the ſins of as many as do 
believe. And that we- may know how all 
this can be, how ſinners can be acquitted, and 
the Curſe threatned can be avoided, we are 
at every Sacrament minded of this, that 
Chriſt died for-us, being made a Curſe for us ; 
that is, undertaking and performing what he 
undertook on our behalf, he preſented him- 
ſelf to the Juſtice of: God, abode the Trial, 


* was found in the likeneſs, of ſinful fleſh, | 


humbled himſelf to the death, even the death 
of the Croſs, and ſo ſuffered ; all which is 
exemplified to us in the remembrance of his 
death, conſidered as the death of one who 
lay under a Curſe for us. It is not only en- 
tred in the Court Rolls in Heaven, bur it is 
entred in the Regiſter-books of the Church 
by Chriſt's own order ; and every believing 
ſou] at the Sacrament may-ſee and read ir, 
and conclude.-it for himſelf, and make im- 
provement of it to his comfort, Now pin 
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heart can look on all this, and not look on 
this duty of thankfulneſs 2 what ſoul can re- 
ceive a pardon under the broad Seal of Hea- 
ven, and not bow the knee, and kiſs the Seal ! 
When an offender upon indictment and trial is 
acquitted, it is a cuſtom {and ſeemly enough) 
to teſtifie his thankfulneſs by praying for the 
King : How much more doth it become us 
to give thanks at the remembrance of our ac- 
quittance, abſolution, and being declared ac= 
quitted, as we are ſo often as we duly par- 
take & communicate in the blood which was 
ſhed for the remiſſion of the ſins of many. In 
a word, a bare promiſe of pardon deſerveth 
a grateful acknowledgment, bur the paſſing 
of it under ſeal doth much more deſerve it : 
Had God paſſed his word onely, and required 
us to believe it, and praiſe him for it, we 
muſt have done it. Now he hath given us 
greateſt aſſurance, he hath proceeded judi- 
cially againſt Chriſt, the common and-ade- 
quate repreſentative, bail and underraker for 
us ; and hath appointed the Sacrament of the 


. Lord's Supper as an Authentick and Publick 


Record or Leſtimony hereof ; we ought the 
rather to be thankful. Renewed thoughts 
of this will renew our judicious and rational 
praiſe, if we have either judgments or reaſon 
exerciſed in things that excel. 

Fourthly and laſtly, A fourth particular 
which will increaſe our thankfulnels to Chriſt 
for 'our deliverance ſo often as we remember 
it at a Sacrament, under the notion of a deli- 
verance by his dying a Curſe for us, is this, 
That it mindeth us we were delivered not ſimply 
from ſorrow, trouble and affliftion, but we were 

Se ſaved 
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ſaved from an accnrſed ſorrow, from an accurſed 
trouble ; we are freed from miſery, but that is 
not all, we are freed from an accurſed miſery ; 
and this thould enhance our thankfulneſs. 

There is an affliction that hath the pro- 
miſe of Comfort, -tears that ſhall be wiped 
away, ſorrow and fighing that. ſhall flee a- 
way ; there is a weeping which God will ac- 
company and lead ; this is a bleſſed weeping, 
for ſich carry forth ſeed which is precious, 
and they ſhall teturn rejoycing. There are 
mourners Whom Chriſt hath pronounced 
bleſſed ; fo that trouble and ſorrow are not 
ſuch evils when they are conſidered without 
the imbittering thoughts ofa Curſe in them ; 
it is the Curſe which maketh the Cup ſo full 
of aſtoniſhment. Ir is the Curſe which goeth 
with the condemned into Hell,that maketh ir 
Hell indeed unto them. AfMiction wirh the 
favour of God is a bleſſed ſtate ; bur affliction 
with the hatred and diſpleaſure of God, is a 
miſerable ſtate, and unſpeakably ſad, forJorn 
and woful. Now Chriſt dying a Curſe for 
us, hath ſaved us from ſorrows,and the Curſe, 
from miſery aggravated with the hatred of 
God toward the miſerable; ſo that he deſer- 
veth much more thanks from us ; it had been 
worth 'our thanks if we had been by him de- 
livered from a bloody iſſue, of a deformed 
crookedneſs, or a burning ers or a loath- 
ſom leproſy, or a ſad and ſolitary blindneſs : 


But more than this, more than al] I can ſpeak 


did Chriſt deliver us from, when he did die a 
Curſe for us. ' Oh unparalleI'd love of Chriſt! 
and oh the unparallel'd ingratitude of Chri- 
ſtians! Sirs, though you and I muſt leave the 

| greateſt, 
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greateſt, the beſt part of this work of praiſe 
ro another world, yet let us not leave it all ; 
let us do ſomewhat whilſt we live, and are 
among men on earth, Heaven :s full of thoſe 
praiſes, which, did we hear, would raviſh us : 
Let Earth be witneſs that we do not quite forget 
our Lord, Whereas you could have born all 
the envy, anger and malice of creatures, and 
it may be have contemned the weakneſs of 
it, you could never have ſtood under, nor 
have made head againſt the anger and indig- 
nation of the Lord, nor have fortified your 
ſelves with reſolations to leſſen the fury by 
leſſening your apprehenſions of it. The dear 
children of God in their birtter complaints, 
cry out, if an enemy, if any but God himſelf 
had done it, I could have born it. And the 
hopeleſs unbelievers cry our the ſame in et- 
fect ; let any thing come, ler all come upon 
us, rather than the wrath of the Almighty ; 
let rocks grind us to powder, or mountains 
bury us for ever under their weigat : Oh the 
heavieſt of all theſe are lighter than one ſtroak. 
of an angry avenging God ! All theſe may be 
more eaſily endured than one Curſe of the 


Law: See then and conſider what thou 


oweſt, oh my ſoul! to Chriſt made a Curſe 
for thee! remember and be thankful ; let 
thy heart, oh thou who feaſteſt with thy 
Lord ! weigh firſt the burthenſomneſs of that 
Curſe which juſtice caſteth upon every ſin, 
and then weigh the exceeding great love of 
Chriſt who did take this Burthen, and bear 
It for thee; and I do nothing doubt, bur as 
often as thou layeſt theſe in the ballance, 
thou wilt ſtill find thy praiſe, thy thankful- 
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gueſt bring to the Lords Table, No man may 
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neſs too light ; thou wilt be ſtil] with the A- 


Rev.1.5,6. poſtle adding Glory and Power to him who loved 


thee, aud waſhed thre in his blood: And with 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, Thanks be 
to God who hath given us the Vittory, Could 
you and I entertain theſe things within our 
breaſts; and renew our thoughts and medita- 
rations, we ſhould more clearly diſcern, that 
if there be ſweetneſs in our mercies, or re- 
ſpite from our fears, or abſolution and diſ- 
charge from our guilt,or deliverance from ac- 
curſed forrows, miſeries and death, we owe 
it all unto this kind of Death of our Lord ; 
beſide all the poſitive bleſſings of grace and 


| glory, of which I may not now ſpeak: if the 


bleſſing of Abraham on the Gentiles be worth 


© . our thanks, then onr thanks is due to Chriſt 


dying thus ; for he was made a Curſe for us, 
that we might be redeemed from under the 
Curſe of the Law, and that we might be re- 
ſtored to a bleſſed ſtate. In one word, who- 
ſoever ſeeth his own bleſſedneſs procured by 
Chriſt dying a Curſe for him, cannot but ſee 


ſo much thanks as bleſſedneſs is worth due to 


Chriſt ; and ſo the reviving of the memory 
of Chriſt's Death conſidered as a Curſe, will 
be the reviving of our thankfulneſs ; and re- 
viving of thankfulneſs will be an increaſing 
and improving of thankfulneſs. So much to 
the ſeventh Sacramenral Grace. The eighth 
and laft I ſhall! now :mention, followeth, viz. 
A diſpoſition and purpoſe of mind to walk 
new Obeaience towards God in all manner of 


come thither who intends to go thence to his 
; o!d 
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old courſe of ſinning. We muſt not, as Na- 
rturalifts report of ſome venemous creatures, 
which lay down their poiſon when they go 
to drink, and having drunk, ſuck it up again ; 
we muſt not fo lay aſide our old fins while . 
we go to the Lord's Supper, as to renew our 
old acquaintance with them, nor tender our 
ſervice to them, ſo ſoon as we depart from 
the Table of the Lord, Men will not endure 
ſuch ſycophants and paraſites, who come to 
their table for a meals mear, and to fill their 
bellies, but then ſort themſelves for months 
together with the veryeſt enemies they 
have in the world : No more will God en- 
dure him for a gueſt at his Table,who comes 
for a meal out of a cuſtomary formality, and 
then ſorts himſelf with thoſe ſins which God 
hateth,and commandeth ſhoul4 be ſlain. This 
above many others aggravated 7adas's trea- , 
ſon, that he came and ate with his Lord, 
when he had reſolved to betray him ; this is 
to kiſs him with, All hail Maſter ; when the 
kiſs is the very token by which his enemies 
ſhould know and apprehend him. The Lord 
Jeſus, who knoweth what is in man, and 
needeth not that any ſhould teſtify of man, 
will never let a man who lives and dieth of 
this temper, eſcape deſerved puniſhment. He 
knows they flattered him with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from him. Thor thats 
comeſt to make a Covenant with thy God at a 
Sacrament, muſt come with a firm purpoſe to 
keep thy Covenant, for God will not be mocked. 
Better never come at all, than come with a 
mind hating to. be reformed. God will erz 
long ask ſuch hateful hypocrites what they had 
| F 3 79 


[70] 
todo to declare this Statute of his, or that they 
ſhauld take his Covenant into their months, 
Pſal. 50.-16, &c. It is confeſſed of all fides, 
and would to God it were as well praCtiſed 
on all ſides, that every Sacrament ſhould en- 
gage us to better lives, to holier converſa- 
tions, that we ſhould ſin tbe ſeldomer, becauſe 
we have been ſo often at the Lord's Table. Now 
I ſay, that the remembrance of the Death of 
Chriſt dying for us a Curſe, hath in it good 
and ſtrong, reaſons tro move us to renew our 
obedience ; and if theſe reaſons be well con- 
ſidered, I do nor doubt but they may prevall 
with ſome to renew their. purpoſes and en- 
ceavours of living leſs to ſin, becauſe Chriſt 
died a Curſe for us ſinners. For, 

. I, Firit, In this manner of his dying (beſide 
the powerful influence of his Death conſider - 
cd in the genera], of which I ſpeak not now) 
I ſay, 1n his dying thus as a Curſe for as, we 
have a clear diſcovery of the wileneſs of ſin, how 
much it apaſerh and. depreſſeth us, We look 
upon curſed things as the vileſt and baſeſt of 
things. A curſe and a reproach go together, 
er, 42. 18, This was the thing which 
_ brought our Lord into fo low eſtate, that he 
was deſpiſed of men ; this made him of no 
reputation, becauſe of our fin imputed to 
him, and the Curſe due to us for 'our fin laid 
upon him ; he became like a ſervant, and ſo 
died. Now then let a ſober judgment be 
made of this, and ſee how forcibly it diſlwad- 
eth from continuing in ſin. Do I renew the 
remembrance of my Lord dying as a Curſe ? 
Could fin which he never committed, which 
he never loved, which he hated infinitely, 
| | which 
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which was no otherwiſe his, than by impu- 
tation ; could this bring him to ſuch ſhame 2? 
What ſhame and confuſion of face will cover 
and overwhelm me, when after my ſerving 
-my fins, both the guilt imputed, and the 
baſeneſs, vileneſs and reproach of the fact 
committed, ſhall meet in one, and be charged 
upon me ! Is it not high time to forſake this 
ſervice which will end in the ſhame and re- 
proach of a Curſe ? Doth the. Sacrament 
mind me of the Death, the accurſed Death 
of Chriſt the Lord of Glory ? I ſee then ſuch 
a worm, ſuch a lump of worthleſs fleſh as I 
am cannot expect any. other event of fin, 
than to lye down in ſhame forit ; and if af- 
ter (I do know this) I ſhould ſtill love fin,and 
delight in-it, how brutiſh and unreaſonable 
ſhould I appear to be, how unlike a man! 
T muſs either renounce my reaſon, or renounce 
2y ſin. It is no dallying in a matter of this 
nature ; I ſee the juſt and rightequs Judge 
of Heaven and Earth would not ſpare his own 
Son, when he found him under my fins, bur 
laid upon him the puniſhment of them, the 
Croſs and the «ſhame ; and I deceive my ſelf 
if I think he will ſpare me, and not caſt the 
ſhame of my ſin upon me the ſinner ; if I 
live and die in this ſervice, I ſhall rife. with 
thoſe who riſe unto everlaſting ſhame and 
contempt, 7 will therefore reſolve, and keep 
my reſolutions, of departing from ſin, becauſe [ 
would not depart from my God with the ſhame 
and reproach of a Curſe for my ſiu. Thus the 
renewed thoughts of Chriſt dying a Curſe 
for us, will renew the apprehenſions of thar 
ſhame which attends the ſinner, and fo renew 
F 4 our 
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our purpoſes againſt fin, as the only thing 
which can clothe us with ſhame, and we 
ſhall be as unwilling to live in fin, as we are 
to bear the ſhame of ſin. 

2, Secondly, In the renewed thoughts of 
our Lord's dying a Curſe, there lieth a motive 
ro New Obedience, drawn from the congruity 
and ſuitableneſs of the thing it ſelf : Nothing 
more unpſeemly than to continue in ſin after our 
profeſſing our ſelves to be his ſervants, friends 
and followers, who died for fin. - Nothing more 
juſtifiable than their leaving of ſin, whoſe 
Lord died for fin; eſpecially ſeeing fin 
brought upon, him an accurſed Death. What 
wilt thou anſwer for thy ſelf in the day when 
this abſurd, unreaſonable and monſtrous de- 
portment of thine ſha]l be Jaid open before 
Men and Angels? when Chriſt ſhall ask thee 
whether thou hadſt not heard and ſeen that 
he was made a Curſe for thy ſins ? whether 
thou hadſt not 'often been' rninded of this at 
the Sacrament ? and when he ſhall farther 
demand of thee what thou couldeſt ſee 'in 
ſin, or hope'to find in fin, or expect from fin, 
when as thy Lord could ſee, did find, and ex- 
pected to find nothing elſe but a Curfe in it? 
waſt thou ſo ſottiſh ro think of finding any 
thing in fin better than what thy Lord found 
in it? or waſt thou fo unthankful, that ' thou 
wert reſolved to ' offer deſpite ro thy Lord, 
and ſerve that which brought an accurſed 
Death upon him ? Whatever ſinners now judge, 
T know that a day will come when they 'ſhall 
judge nothing ſo unreaſonable and unſeemly as 
lrving um cont inued fin, and profeſſing a 6rucified 
7eſus. Ir is ſuck © « ſeIf-contradifting conrſe, 
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that none ever would continue it if ever 
they underſtood it : Nor is he, what he pro- 
feſſeth to be, who profeſſeth our crucified 7eſ#s 
to be his Lord, yet ſerveth his own curſed luſts : 
Chriſt doth not own him ; he will declare to 
all the world that he knows not, that he ne- 
ver knev ſuch workers of iniquity. But ſup-' 
poſe it poſſibly might be (which yet never 

ſhall be) thar ſuch a one reſovlvedly continu- 
ing in ſin, ſhould be owned by Chriſt ar laft, 
. and received into a bleſſed ſtate of glory, 
what kind of anſwer could fuch one make to 
his Lord when queſtioned ? what, was it not 
enough that I was once made a Curſe for 
thee? or did I not bear fins enough for thee 
at firſt ? or wouldſt thou indeed be crueller 
to me I and Roman ouldiers ? or 
hadſt thou a deſign to wound my heart after 
I was gotten out of the reach of all others? 
after wicked men and Devils had done their 
worſt, and I had triumphrt over them, and 
none but my friends could wound me,wouldſt 
thou be my friend that thou mighteſt do it 
more deeply ? was this thy friendſhip to me ? 
are not they the ſoreſt and cruelleſt enemies, - 
who cover their hearty enmity with preten— 
ces of friendſhip ? either then be my cordial 

friend (faith Chriſt) and renounce thy ins, 
ferve them no more, or elſe come no more 
pretending to commemorate my friendſhip 
to the dying a Curſe for thee ; nor ever let 

me be provoked with fuch counterfeit alli- 
ance and friendſhip. Chriff cannor. endure ſuch 
ſeeming to be what we are not, ſuch contradt- 
Ctions to his Death. In truth it is moſt un- 
ſeemly to live in the enrſed ſervice of ſin after 
; | | we 
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we are redeemed from the Curſe of ſin. And 
therefore the believing and coniiderate ſoul 
caſts off the thoughts of continuing in ſin, with 

M3 3&y2]0%% a God forbid, how ſhall I live any longer in 
fin, ſince I am dead to it ? 

3+ Thirdly, The renewed conſideration of 

Chriſt dying a Curſe for ſin, doth renew our 

thoughts of the odiouſneſs and hateſul nature of 

fin, which carryeth 'a Curſe into every place and 

perſon where it cometh. Chriſt's dying a Curſe 

for us, ſheweth us how hateful ſin is to the 

R-w2ra eſt eyes of our God, who doth (and cannor but 


0.11147 quo fo do) loath, deteſt, threaten and curſe it 


eng, where-ever he findeth it; of which truth the 
Quitirgab 2z conſiderate believing ſoul hath ſo clear proof 
p-rfe&:one in the Curſe which Chriſt did bear for ſin; 
queN.amns that he ſtands convinced beyond poſſible 
—— doubt of it, and cannot but conclude, that 
mur. de Whoever reſolves ta continue in ſin, muſt alſo 
rrib.Fozd. reſolve to abide the hatred of God againſt ſin. 
Div. th. 18. He that will keep and maintain a communion 
with fin, muſt expect that God will keep and 

maintain wrath and hatred againſt him ; and 

this the Communicant is at every Sacrament 

minded of whilſt he ſeeth his Lord evidently 

ſet forth, crucified before his eyes, ſo that 

he is put to ſucha kind of deliberation with 

himſelf: What ! could not Chriſt take upon 

him my fin, but he muſt alſo take upon him 

the burthen of divine diſpleaſure and hatred 
due to 'my fin? what! is God ſo irrecon- 
cilable an enemy unto ſin, that he would nor, 
or could not, reſtrain his juſt wrath againſt 
the guilt where it lay, without the foulneſs 
of committing the fat ? was the diſpleaſure 
of my God ſo hgt againſt his bleſied Son,who 
; was 
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was never tainted with any one ſin, only bare 
the guilt of many? I ſee then it is ſelf-de- 
ceiving flattery to hope for the love and fa-' 
vour of God, whilſt I love my fin, and con- 
rinue in it ; if I will have his Jove,and eſcape 
his hatred, I muſt leave off fin ; for. he haterh 
all the workers of iniquity, Plal. 5.6. He hateth 
the evil way, Prov. 8. 3.. I muſt either leave 
the evil way, or periſh in his hatred : For 
none ever eſcaped periſhing,who by continuing to 
fin provoked his diſpleaſure aud wrath againſt 
them, Reſolve therefore as becomes a man, 
(O my foul!) fly, and haſten thy flight from 
wrath to come ; prevent the miſery of being 
hated and accurſed of thy God ; caſt off thy 
ſin; ceaſe to do evil, and then God will ceaſe to 
be angry. There cannot be any thing in ſin 
to compenſate thee, to rewatd thee for the 
loſs of the favour of God. Stn can never heal 
the wounds which the hatred of God will make 
inthy ſoul, Poor creature ! thou wert better 
have all the men on Earth, and all the finite 
inviſible powers of Tight and darkneſs to 
hate thee (thou mighteſt bear this ) than 
have one God to hate thee ; thou canſt never 
bear this. In fine, therefore ſaith the be- 
lieving, ſerious and conſiderate foul, I will 
not hazard, I will not run the venture and 
danger of divine diſpleaſure of the hatred of 
an Almighty God, for I ſee in the Curſe 
which my Lord lay under, what I muſt lie 
under for ever, if I will by continuing longer 
in fin own my former fins, pull the puniſh- 
ment of them upon my. ſelf, and love that 
which my God ſo perfectly hateth : IT will 
every day laboyr to hate that with perfect 
| hatred 
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hatred which my God hateth ; I will ſeek his 
love by a preſent ſeparation and divorce 
from fin: I will this day renew my purpoſe 
and attempts to leave my curſed fins, for 
God hath renewed my thoughts of his hatred 
againſt fin by the renewed remembrance of 
Chriſt dying a Curſe for my in. 
Fourthly, In the renewed thoughts of this 
kind of death, The Believer hath the renewed 
. ſight and evidence of a death hanging over the 
head of every ſinner, which of all deaths is the 
moſt dreadful, which is fulleſt of horrours and 
ſoul-tormenting fears. Death is the King of 
terrours, though repreſented and cloathed in 


$04:e5v 22-, the left dreadful] manner it can be. - No kind 
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of death but is terrible-enough, but of all, 
this is the moſt terrible, and only to be fear- 
ed ; It is this at the heels of the other that 


. makes it dreadful. It is a moſt undoubted 
truth, that every one continuing to fin, and . 


ſo dying, ſhall die under a Curſe for his 
own fin, though the finner ſhould live to an 
hundred ; nay to many hundred years, yet if 
he live and die a ſervant - to his fin, he ſhall 
die accurſed ; and this we may be ſufficient- 
ly aſſured of by the accurſed Death of our 
Lord ; for he died fo, for as much as the ſins 
of God's Ele&t and choſen ones were hid to 
him ; he was loaded with them, and al] the 
guilt of them was charged on him,and there- 
fore was he puniſhed, therefore he died ir 
fuch a manner. He was made a Carſe, be- 
cauſe the guilt of our fins . was laid on him, 
and puniſhment due to that guilt inflicted on 
him: Nothing more certain, He? was wonnded 
for our tranſaoreſſions, Ila, 53. 5. He bars _ 
in 
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fon of many, ver. 12. He his own ſelf" bare our 
fins in his own body on the tree, 1 Pet. 2.24. 
And-all-chis evidently ſer forth before. our 
eyes, ſo that the ſerious and conſidering ſoul 
ſoon comes to this concluſion, that whoever 
doth bear the guilt of ſin, he muſt die a Curſe 
for-it, and he needs no other proof of it but 
this ; Chriſt did bear guilt, and this brought 
him toa curſed Death, Now then he be- 
gins to argue the caſe with himſelf ; Can I 
continue in fin, and not bear the guilt of fin? 
Can I yield my ſelf a ſervant to ſin, and yet 
not be accounted a ſervant of fin ? Can I do 
the works of iniquity, and not be thought 
by judicious and wiſe men, a worker of ini- 
quity 2 How much more will -the juſt and 
righteous God occount me ſo? When I do 
any fact for which the Law of man will call 


"me to account, can I do the fact and the Law 


not impute it to me ? It is moſt ſottiſh foll 
to continue in the ſervice of fin, and to flatter 
my ſelf that I ſhall not be accounted a ſervant 
of fin, or to hope I ſhall not be loaded with 
rhe guilt of my ſin. And it is no fels folly to 
think that we may lye under the guilt of fin, 
and yet not ſink under the importable bur- 
then of a Curſe. No, no, either I muſt leave 
my ſinning, or I muſt die that Death, which 
of all is the moſt terrible. I muſt be a Curſe 
under the wrath of God. Now therefore re- 
ſolve-what thou and I ſhalt do ; God propoſeth 
a Chriſt dying a Curſe for thee, to encourage 
thee to leave in, or to ſhe th:e what thox muſt 
:ruſt to if thou l;ve in ſin, 

He preacheth to thee this Doctrine, Life 
through Grace, if thou wilt obey,if thou wilt 
renounce 
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renounce thy evil way, for then thy Saviour 
ſhall be thy Peace, bear thy Guilt, and en-. 
dure thy Curſe ; or elſe Death if thou wilt 
fill refuſe to convert and leave thy fin. And 
let me tell rhee, it is Death with a Curſe; and 
conſider thou whether thou canſt'endure it, 
and let me ask thee theſe few queſtions. 

IT. Doſt thon not believe that there is ſome- 
what more in Death, when it is ſharpened with 
this ſharp and piercing ſting 2 Doſt thou not 
think that the Curſe doth add unto the dread 
and fear of Death 2 When God proclaimeth 
any one bleſſed in death, doſt thou not per- 
ſwade thy ſelf that God taketh away much 
of the terrour of death ? if ſo, then certainly 
when God addeth a Curſe with death, he 
addeth terrour to it ; and thou muſt confeſs 
it alſo, if thou wilt conſider it. Now then. 
ſay, Canſt thou contentedly think of dying 
for thy ſin ? Canſt thou think of doing more 
than dying for thy-ſins ? Vntil that time be 
come wherein thou canſt ſay, thou wouldeſt be 
willing to ſuffer more than death for fin, thou | 

ould'ft not be willing to ſerve fin any more in 
thy life. I know when we come to die,we ſhall 
judge fin unworthy of ſuch a pledge of love 
or ſervice as one pang, or one fear, or one 
ſigh for its ſake ; oh then we ſhall fay, He 
loved (in too much who for ſins ſake added the 
leſt pang to death. Whatever thou doſt there- 
fore, /eave to ſin, leſt tlown add the miſery of 
a Curſe to thy death. 

2. Let me ask thee, Is there no manner of | 
dying which is a terrour to thee more than or- | 
dinary? If thou wert now to die,and mighteit ' | 
chuſe thy death, wouldſt thou chuſe any thac 
were 
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were full of pains, or loathſomneſs, or both 
theſe continuing long 2 Are there not ſome 
kinds of death from which thou prayeſt to be 
delivered ?and what kinds of death are theſe? 
are they not thoſe wherein God's band 
would moſt immediately,and moſt publickly, 
and with moſt diſpleaſure appear againſt thee? 
wouldſt thou not account it worſe than 
death to be long dying with ſuch a torment- ' 
ing, lingriug, and loathſom diſeaſe as Syl/a the 
Romax ? or as Maximinus the bloody perſe- 
cutor ? or as Herod the great? (whole ſtory 
is better known to thee) eaten up of worms? 
Would not others be ready to ſay of thee, 
That God had indeed ſer his hand againſt 
thee, that God judged thee unfit. to live 
among common men, and unworthy ſo good 
a death as the death of common men ? how 
would this trouble thee 2 This was the thing 
wherewith 7o/s friends did moſt aggrieve 
him, that they would conclude God's hand 
againſt him as againſt an enemy. But now 
ler me tell thee, The affli&tions of Job, nor the 
woful death of a Sylla, or a Herod,have no ſ#ch 
evidences of God his diſpleaſure and wrath in 
them, as the eaſieſt death of an accurſed ſinner 
hath in it. For other deaths may, and uſu- 
ally are inflicted by other means ; this is in- 
flicted by the immediate hand of God alone, 
and can thy heart endure, or thy hands be 
ſtrong when God ſhall do this? is not his 
wrath as he is 2 He alone can bleſs, and he 
alone can curſe; and this ſhall be known to 


. the ſinner in the day wherein God will ap- 


pear againſt him ; think then whether ſin de- 
ferye ſo well, that thon ſhouldſt not only die, 
"oo 
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but 4ie a Curſe for it > whether there be 
any thing in fin to fortifie thy ſpirit againſt 
the terrours of God's immediate furious re- - 
bukes, and ſlaying of thee ? Who dieth a 
Curſe, dieth under rhe revenging ſtrokes of an 
infinite God, Look then how much there is 
in infinite Power and Juſtice more than can 
be in finite ; ſo much indeed is there in dying 
a Curſe for ſin, more than in naked, ſingle 
dying. For, 

3. Thirdly, Let me ask thee one queſtion 
more, Doth not Death, a curſed Death reach 


_ the ſoul, and kill this? no other diſeaſe but is 


in the body, and is the diſeaſe of the body, and 
kills the body, and ſo vaniſheth : But who dieth 
a Curſe dieth in his ſoul, that is, his ſoul is 
ſeparated and disjoyned from that ſweet commu- 
nion and fellowſhip with God which is the true 
life of ſouls and Angels, When God ſlayeth 
theſe wretches, and makes them ſacrifices to. 
his offended Juſtice, he ſlays them with this, 
Depart from me ye curſed, Matth. 25. 41. 
Now, is it not more dreadful to die thus a 
Curſe, than barely to die ? or if thou couſdſt 
die, and be willing to loſe the life of thy bo- 
dy for ſin ſake, canſt thou alſo be willing to 
loſe the life of thy ſoul for fin's ſake 2 This is 
another afrow -in this quiver, and which 
woundeth deeper than any. other. The ſoul 
dieth when the man dieth .a Curſe for fin ; 
and let me tell thee, albeit fooliſh and incon- 
ſiderate flaves of fin will caſt away their ſouls 
for ſin, the wiſe and conſiderate Believer 
judgeth his ſoul, and the life of it, infinitely 
too good to be ſo ſpent and waſted. The 
death of rhe ſoul is ſo much more dreadful 
| than 
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than the death of the body, as the ſoul is 
more worth than the body ; thou mayeſt 
not then continue in curſed ſins, for they will 
bring down upon thy ſoul a death of all moſt 
dreadful ; ceaſe therefore to ſin, that thoy 
be not a curſe for thy fin. 

Fourrhly, Ler it be conſidered, after all this, 
(if this do not convince enough) whether thou 
couldſt be willing ts die more than once far thy 
fu? Would not a thouſand deaths one after 
another be too much to undergo for ſin ? He 
that dieth a Curſe for his ſins, ſhall die more 
than ten thouſand times for them ; he ſhall be 
ever, ever dying as many daies, nay hours, 
nay moments, as are in eternity ; ſo many 
times ſhall the miſerable, deplorable, curſed 
ſinner die in the acute, freſh and renewed 
pangs of ſqul, every laſh of conſcience, every 
dolorous remembrance of what he ſuffereth 
for, Tthall be a death unto him. This makes ir 
death indeed, and if thou canſt not love thy ſel f 
ſo little, as to chuſe to be ever dying, thou muſt 
not love thy fins ſo much as to b: ever ſerving 
them. Say then, if thou canſt not but fear 


endleſs dying, I muſt fear and fly endleſs ſin- 


ing ; who dieth a Curſe for his fin, is as long 
dying, as his ſoul is living, and thar is for 


ever and ever. | 


 Fifthly and laſtly, Car any thing ſweeren 
the thoughts, or allay the bitterneſs of ſuch 4 
Death? Can there be any thing wherewith 
others may, or thou mayeſt bleſs thy ſelf after 
God ſhall have ſo curſed thee > Conſider what 
a loſs it is which is ſo great, that nothing can 
lefſen it; ſay then, though poſſibly thou 


couldſt endure ſomewhat for ſin's ſake, yer I 
G can 


[ 82] _ 
can never endure a Curſe for it, which is 
Emore than to die ; it is to die under the im- 
mediate avenging hand-of God ; it is to kill 
my ſoul; That is to be as often ahing as are 
moments in eternity ; and all this without any 
recompence and ſweetning allay, I cannot 
chuſe ſo to die; therefore ſaith the wy ct 
rate Believer, the renewed thoughts of my 
Lord's dying a Curſe, renew my apprehen- 
ſions of the danger of finning any longer; this 
renews my dillike of fin, and I muſt needs re- 
-olye to leave it, 
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Heſe- two. verſes Ft he 19 us-. 
.-, with what . Chriſt -hath:done. for -- x 
us; .and how-he hath done it ; 7 2 
.._ what he was. made for us, and (= nl 
what we are made by him. He was made a 
curſe for vs, we are made-blefſed by Dp; In 
; the words you-may obſerve, -; - "ER 
x. Agrand deſign of, Favonr propoſed, i.e, | Parpoſrbey _ 
"the conferring on.us a_great; Bleſſing, that wo WES gay ett 
Gentiles might receive the bleſſeng. of. Abraham, ** PR - 
2. The accompliſkment of the deſign by Chrift.; - Ns A Pane 
he. batb THe: #5 from the -carſe of the . 4, £ OB 32.5. 
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Dying 3. For it is written, Hſe is every one: + ES 
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-—. The full bleſſing of Grace. deſcends on us 

; - , through Chriſt made a Curſe for-us. 
Here Iſhall x, Clear the Terms. 2, Prove 
the Truth. 3. Eſſay the Improvement of Grace, 
by ſhewing how this may-excite and exerciſe 
Grace. Now in the explication of the 


Mp Aelves ; 
. | «bs What i is this Blefling. '2. What is this 
RT Curſe: 3. How Chriſt was made a Curſe, Of 
Et each in order. * 
M6 Seft. 1. This Bleſſing then 5s made eyident 
Em in general by the Apoltle, ver/. 14, who'calls 
., it, The Bleſſing of Abraham, and explaineth it 
farther ; it why that we might receive the Pro- 
5H miſcof the $ Spirit thranugh Faith, That Cove- 
_: | nant ef Grace with all the immunities of ir, 
- | Mhereby the Jews for a long time had been 


; FS 1; 5n made with the Gentiles, who are now of 
| [== Aliens, made Heirs ro the Covenants of Pro- 
of; B.P fniſe; Children of God, and endowed -with 


-. 23 - words of the Apoſtle are a Conclyfion fron 
"M0 Beg emiſſes that the Gentiles 
+  Concluſio omnium- ſuper trum 1,9 1 be moads partakers of 
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in our Pardon atteſte@ by the Spirit of A- =D oY 
. Coption 3. The ble{jng of mneoncervable Glo- b_ 


. = brief, Thar fpirityal life we extinguift 


. unto: 


E 5 ſpeaking! dvth intend ;-and this does come 
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vs Sender” *deſerverh. -. 
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Pg of an ereyndl ſpiritual life. The. -- — 
blefling of Renovation; and Holineſs from the 22 
Spirit of-SanQificatian: The bleſſing of Peace 


ry ; reward of all theohedience of our oy 
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rd Lie ENS ; on glory which -we fell 
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of: ſorrow and - ſuffering. which is caſt apon the 
np the _—_— of. 4 contemned and 
provoked God vindicating...the honour of himſelſ 
and his Law, by executing rhe ; fierceneſs of his 
diſpleaſure on the Jalþfer of bis juſt and hoi 


n. God threatned to curſe 


Covenant." $0 whe 


the perfidious people the Joon, 1 24 5, he. 
Saks 


firſt declares. their.:fin, . They 


-fin, They hadybroken the 
_ Emerlaſting. Covenant-;,, they had..dealt perti- 
dioully. therein, . and. diſhonourtd God, : who. 
will.therefore avenge the perjury. by « Carſe 
that. ſhall devour the earth, and lay deſolate 
thoſe that dwell in,it, 'Tſa. 24. 6. When God 
uniſht: the moſt; unhappy and _ laſt -King of 
dah, and bis Princes. with bim, for. their. 


' them, Ezek. 57. 13. with 15. and-I6.v. There 
is alwazes ſomewhat of Divine. vengeance. in the 
execution of a.Curſe, and when God pronoun-, 
ceth the ſentence. with a Curſe, -he executerh 
it in vindictive. diſpleaſure... So. Can. was 
| Judged. condemned Ind 
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. Sentenced. to a Curle,. and it. is executed on 
. _ themiby an eternal. avenging Juſtice ;. and ſo 
' was the 2 condemned, :Thox. art curſed. 
... Ina'word, all that puniſhmnne. which the 


violation. of a Righteous. Law deſerved, and 


the violated. Law. threatneth, and. the viola- 
ter is. capable of ſuffering, is. compriſed in 
- this one. :word Curſe; Curſed 18. every. one 


that. continueth nat. in all. things written in the. 


Book-of che. Law to do them, Gal. .3.30.,From 
- theſe things it in part appears what is the im- 
port of the third thing to be explained. 
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Chriſt was made a « Curſe. Now becail® There | 
is a Vaſt difference between" theſe two, viz 
. x. The finner's being made'a Curſe 3; And- 
Wor X The bleſſed Jeſs made''a "Carle. 'T in-- 
tend to'ſpeak ſomewhat of each diſtinly ; ] ſo 
 firſt-finniers are curſed. 
 'T, Scelus patrands, by breaking the Law of 
God, which is the Coyetanit of Obedience, 
binding every rational creature to'voluntary,'* 
conſtant *and” perfect performance” of 'Duty. _— 
- The Angels who kept "not their firſt habitz- = 
tion, © made theinſelyes' accurſed thus, "ſcelus' -"f 
patrando, fallifying 3 m-che Covenant of their 
Creat6ur.” $6 did mai ar firſt uthappily eaft | 
himſeIfand his poſterity under a Curſe. The 0 
tranſgrefling creattre is; Faber ſue miſerie & 
malearttionzs, The framer or ArchiteR- of his EE. 
own miſery; Now 'while' ſinning creatures "7 
are, the finfels Regeihet could NEYer Ow 4M 
made a Curfe:” : " <on 


miany' 4s are Foand: eh ts alle Og 0 LEY Gi E 
ſelyes by the works of the'Law, are' by the m_— 
Law* convicted -of rranſgreſſion, and fo 'in- 

volved"in a'Curſe* which the Law threatens 

againſt al]-that are gutlry' ; ; for by ſentence of 

this Law every ones curſed who continueth = 
not Wall things written: in the Book of-the . 
Law'to do them.” 'In' this ſenſe ſtrictly and BE 
properly-Chriſt "was not made a Cirſe, form - 8 
this ſenſerhe Curſe preſippoſeth rhe* perſon "+ oo 
to have ſinned, | B 3 3, TRI» FE 


wb) 


i: tow woke "og . 
ere Wy. yo be 


$ | 16 tranſgre/ſour to that far bo which 
E-- the Lap threatnea bers his miſe rene bave me- 
+ "Hb rited. © $0 God go Judge od hon yen and 


© Kar thagpen arſs againſt the unhappy 
ug | King 55 . 19..IFy 16. .:: So when. 


he mo 9. the Corſe againſt the. falſe; 
ſwearers, Zech. 5.3, 4- God makes him-a 
Curſe by executing the ſentence of the Law 
uponhim. -. They are curfed whom God pu+, 
prove w, Tet . Mar. 24. 41... Now as this 
onal Ws i or ſin comming 

2 is made a Curſe, it: is. not P 

hap Þ hould. be applicable to- Chriſt, - 

Holy, 5 We, TW 

ourthly, e dftores, Teſtes 7 pane Mm 
as, The. Impleaders, The Wirnefſes nk Exe- 


| - . Patroners of the penalty may in ſome. ſenſe be ac- 
Won counted. among Flaſs that 4 the offeuder ac- 
. onſed.. Of a which I ſhall not ſpeak more at 


; this Time, ſ 

*$+4 ANY, Ohe may be inade a Curſe, alte- 
rius reatum. & pena erende, by bearing, apo- 
Bet 'thers guilt and puniſhment ; by a voluntary 
=. taking up pour i oy or f r,. and under- 
= gong t oy: fo char ;the FLA, , 


ro Terk, 2s 
guage, 


Whr's 7; 
© >: 2% -. 
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_  fubmiſſion tothe penalty of our fins.” And in 
, the tranſacting of this Chriſt was contented 


JS 


- 
%* 


Cale) and whe [ promiſed to-unfold. . 

x. To be” accounted,; affinis culpe, to be 
ſent in; the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh : . He had 
our fins laid upon him; he did take them up- 
on himſelf; and ſo thoſe. fins which he could 

- not either contrive, colamit, or abet, he was 


was made a Curſe, by engaging himſelf to abide 
the ſentence of the Fudge and Law menacing the 


fns impuged. He that will for the. good of 


to. abide by all t 
a ſevere Law and an impartial Judge ' will 


-* [+ inflict on him. Hence ir is, I ſuppoſe, thac 


'+* the Prophet. A. 53. a4t.. hath, fo cloſely 
Joined theſe two, He was numbreg with tr anſ- 


curſory ſyfferings from the juſt hand of God, 
wha declareth his reſolution to: yindicate his: 
Law and. Goyernment; and who doth by 


. =, out on the guilty, /partly execute his purpo- 
ſes, and give them aſſurances he-will farther - 
proceed , - (Theſe: being but the beginnings 
of ſorrows). are a part..of the Curſe ifluing 
from the Law, and inflicted by one who hath 
power:.to: fence his Law by. them. - Thus 
| bow yer eapnidd chiſel bo the ſad-conſequen- 
_ - ces of opr. imputed guilt, and being pleaſed” 
t9- interrpoſe himſelf bermcen. us and the 
Ee lInwany B4 | previgus 


y” «f $. x 4 
SE a ot td 2 
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(which is that I apprehend peculiar to this . 


willing ſhould be imputed to, him. This in | 
the Apoſtlc's wards is, He was made fin for 


anorher derive guilt on himſelf, muſt reſolve 
the penal conſequences which _ 


| g@refours, and bore the fins of many... The pre-, 


Threats, Terrours-and Griefs. in part poured _ 


TWP, 
Wy - 2+. 


ns, 


previous penaltie wis made 
man of ek = od pgs gs with gs 


' whilſt he did bear onr griefs, and carry our | 
- rows, Iſa, 53: 3,4 e opprefſion and inju- 


ftice he did meet with from-the 'world, -was 
a fruit' of that Corſe he was' made for us. 
Theſe things did he ſaffer-in lifep whoſe love 
to us brought him to bear the Curſe. 

:X he "Chriſt made a Curſe for us com- 


Priſeth rhe exqufite pains, and open ſhame” of 


his De4th for our fm. It is death-which is moſt 
legibly the execution of the Curſe of the 
Law on ſinners ; and as then they. find them- 
felves accurſed indeed, when their own guilt 
hath in'death overtaken" them ; ſo he thar- 
made himſelf a'Curſe for them, found in his. 
death on the Croſs the weight of that Curſe 
which he did bear for ſinners. "Tiferefore do 
I ſuppoſe it was' by Divine ' Providence or- 
dered that the kind of death Chriſt did under- 
go, ſhould bein the ſentence.of the Law an 
accurſed death, that we wight'more clearly 


diſcern the import of it, and ſee as our deli-, 


verance' by-ir, ſo our danger without © this 
death of Chriſt; He wasicut off from the land 
of the boning. Ihe 53. 8. 'And when -this was 
effetted*, © it' appeared 'thar-+for the -tran. 
grefſion of his people this ſtroke was upon” 


"him, as thar verſe hath ir. *Thongh the im- 


penitent ſiniier'be alwaies' under the ſmaller 
meaſures of a Curſe, yet when he dieth; Solo- 
mon obſerverh;' he dieth accurſed.. The aft 
ferings our Lord Jeſus Chriſt underwent'in 


Fis life,” were likewiſe rhe ſcattering*drops/ 
- But the black atid violent ſhowre of our'de- 


ſerved Curſe DI down on'him-at his 
Death, F ourthly, 


[ 


AM 


6 venging the quarrel in order to farisfte Divine 


| day of God's dreadful Judgment. © Diparr 


* and his curſe, which'is moſt evident” in the ">, 


You do not, I js wht J whether it bet © 


A 4's 
YE, 
- _- 


Fourthly and Jafty; Chri madg # Curſe} - i © 
EY in death bearing ut was ag f _ ol pe 5, 
ſtrokes of vindittive Puſtice pleading the cauſe; | 
and vindicating oe _— of” hs Law and - 
Law-grver, which by the tranſereſſions ers | of 
bad Germ contemmed Ay al Do | ; Bk 
been obferved already, 'is one ingredient in' 2; ne 
the Curſe; and herein do chaſtIſements great- 4 
ly differ from puniſhments ſtrifty taken;for in G7. 5M 


chaſtiſemens there is no'vindicbive juſtice a= .. 


Juſtice, 8 to attone the wrath of God;it is alf 
in-order'to the-humbli me]ting,purifying us 
that we may ſcek'and obtain mercy.” But now- 
when vinditivepuniſhments ſtrictly taken are 
execured, it'is inorder to the cutting off, an 
deftruftion of *the-oBdurate *finners:; th 

as enemies; lying "under the wrath 'of God: 


execution'of the” Jaft unchangeable ſentence © 1 
of Condemnation, 'paſt 'upon the impenitent,* . - > __ 
ubelieving, and ſelf-deſtroying world at the” + ,. = 


on me ye curſed into everlaſting fire,” pre oC, 4; 
Ne the Devil and his An Saw» {bn | 


vengeance of an angry God which'the damn- PR 
ed in Hell ſuffer; a 1 eltore is as little ground” : 
of doubr whether they ſuffer rhis vengeance 
in Hell' to fatisfie the Divine Juſtice ; neither: 
is'if. to be doubred bur all they ſuffer i is com- 
riſed in that Curſe pronounced ;,”  Deparr : 

Fw me curſed, ” Now then, anfiverable = -:.--* "= 
what hath been” ſaid , ''as* the Eonidemned* "= "= 
once heir oi: deflfved Care" Auffer- in 0 
order to ſatishe Divine vindiftive NO =Y 
their 


ake fariefaftion for .us, that we 
might obtain lc IVErance, and that avenging 
yerath might not fall on our heads ſince that 
we are ng-more-under the Curſe deſerved by 
bur'under the Bleſſing procured for us by 
Griſt, He. trod the wine-preſs. of :his :Fa- 
"ther's wrath. alone ; his ſtripes were ſo ſmarc 
and. grievous,: chat by them. we might -be 
healed, {/a-53-.5. God did. not fpare him 
when he gaye him up. for us, Row. 8. Ler 
this then. ſuffice for theſe. particulars. - 7n 
To be. mage or bear the Cxrſe,is toftand 
| ied with guile, Fab- join hue ig 
\ ment, to be aut off by the Tree 
| yo to the end fuſtice mayhe Jer 3 vl 
pes os. a Cwrſe. So that you 
| SY now what'it was that - Chriſt Was 
made for. us,-and what he underwent for our 
fakes. He took upon him-our fins.in the guilt 
. of them;..expoſed- himſelf to the dreadfal 
threats of a ſevere, bur mot righteous: Law ; 
' and whereas ſi itably. muſt be. puniſhed, 
he ſubmitted: 
ig faved Us: from-ours, by his own puniſh- 
<a nhe ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, and 
averted that .Curſe-which inevitably :would 


have fallen.on-us from, the wrath of God - | 
ked | us by our fins; by this cis - 


hi yg pl he arg. 14 himſelf, the 


found þ y pro- 
pm og wg yas 4 dicd fongus 
to-redeem. us from the Curſe., and: £0 inveſt 
fling. b poſh now che ſn 

ſed, viz, To the-confirmation 


and 


50 | & QUEE eS ; ſo.Ghrift made Ce. | 
is ; Curſe for us, #7) bear it ih © 


_— to.that alſo, and i in love: RNs 


a << 6- CC a Acc. as 
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- qQur good, 242, . That 'we may made the 
t we might 
| be accounted and treated as righteous 00s, 


; by is notto-be doubted, thar Chriſt made 1 
for us, was thereby made-2 Qurſe- for us,! and 


"ny 


ys ;. a curſe was both threatnedand executed 1 
.upon him, 2 Cor. 5. ult, He made him who 


| knew no ſin to be ſin for us, There is an tle- 


ncy in the words (iminow duagidy) He made 
Yo % z The Apoſtle doth not ay, he made 


L EET; but - he made him. fin, that it | 


t the more, evidently. appear how he 


ai bear what was threatned againſt ſin, the 


Curſe coming on us as an effect or ue 
of ſin; He who was made ſin for us;expoſerh 


himſelf to thac ſad effe&t; and-raketh on;-him 
. the Cunſe :due - ro..us 3 and. being -fonnd fo 
charged, muſt die to remove the Curſe from |, 


ns.. -This Text of the Apoſtle in effe&:then 
faith, That Chriſt. had our fins. imputed to 
him, - -bore the:Curſe of rhem, and that for 


rightequſneſs of God in him; - 


Frhich in effe& is the fame with what. we 
have already faid, That Chriſt was "Ns.s 4 


Curſe, and. fo. died for us, that we might with | 


righteous ones live,” and. pofieſs the bl 


therefore died, bearing'that effectof our ſin; 


vindicating the honour of the Law which we 


had tranſgrefſed, and farisfying the -Law-giver 


. . whom we- had provoked.”- Ina word, Chriſt 
p made fin for 1 us, "upderwred wi SI 


2 and proof of this, Thar: Chrife41d dinphon far 24. Mi 
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- ws bt coni6'on us'Genrites: © Again,” the A-. 


ole Row. 8. 3.\reNMs ns, Aves his 'Son in 
he likeneſs of fi - flſs, and "for fin:condemned 

fin" the fleſh. h words you read 
| * ar God ene his Son, and'that he * | 


Fenthim © in the Tikene 


5 of ſinful fleſh, not by 


inherenrvice, but nike: it, through imputed | 


guilt," and "obnoxiouſticſs to the Curſe, both 


_ Which lay on all fleſh that had” Fnned, and 


both-which was laid on him, who! thus. ap- 


'pear'd in the: likeneſs*of ſinfu} fleſt;; in which 


capacity he” appear nor only to-the world 
Cwhich judged him * whom they* knew not 
Nor only-to his enemies (who did*maliciouf 


flander him they" hared) -but*he preſented - - 


himſelf ro:God ir ove ſtead, bearing our Sin 
and Curie; for removal of both* which he 
was made a Sacrifice; an Expiatory Sacrifice, 
which the Text expreſſeth conciſely (by 
a 4 wagria)- and our- Interpreters in the 
Margin have rightly explained,” A Sacrifice 
forfin;; this being'the'proper import” of the 
phraſe, as is evident'ro'all who-areable and 


- willing to compare” the Hebrew TIRen?, 


withthe Greek Tranſlation,of it by the Lixxii: 


Inthe places cited, as Zevir. 4: 3, F4, 28, 32. | 


Ge Wimb. 6.'XI; 16. 6 cap. 7, 16,22, 28, 34s 
46.46, &c. Neh.' 10. 33. & Fuk a 0.40. & 
42; 13-'& Pſal; 40; 6. Inall which, 5/ ma=- 


Fndes: which might be cited. "The Greek 
Interpreters uſe the ſame phraſe the Apoſtle 


doth. when he aſſures vs God ſent-his Son in 
the Hkeneſs of ſinful-fleſh tha: by him made 
a Sin-offering, or a ſacrifice for fin ; he-might 
conderan/fin, but-fave the ſinner: In on word, 


| NEAE Was ene tobe a ſacrifice for fin, "muſt 
ER ve, : 


: jt 
* © 1 
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- but ſome. -abſerve t 
was judged accurſed. 
_ Exed,.35, 14. He ſhall be cut God Feb 


_ & 22. 9. Numb. 18,32, $0 that by ct 
a polluted perſon is in dapger of. rhat' 


%= y þ. 


AN . 
4, \ 
oc f 
- 
, 


- 


the perſons for whom he is a facrifice, and 


conſequently die under, a Curſe. To theſe add 
. we that of the Propher 7/a..5 3. 5.-where the 
- Frophet doth thrice over in very emphatical 


words - forete!]. what "rhe. Jews would judge 
of. Chriſt under his ſufferings'; they would. 


eltecta_ him. (2): ſtricken, (F) ſmitten, and. +« yy” 

- (©) aMlicted of God, as if: he had-been a,no- ©#.3 : 

| torious linner, ſtigmatized.by the Juſt hand' <NWD 
'of God "inflidting Curſes on, him.,” Thus the 


blinded malice of the, Jews Jead them into 


blaſphemons miſtakes of. the perſon-and the 
ſufferings he underwent. (a). he; 


for his fins. . The Jew underſtood the import 53 © 


. of their, own-Janguage, but they underſtood 
j Dok Fg. rroc caole of Re doloroge corſa Fn | 


P : 


ſufferings the Mefah died under., 


cyer. wrath, curſe, or vengeance, is implied 
in the-phraſe, he did-bear it, ro.remove tall 


* * + 


-.. from us ; we ſinned and ſhould have died. ac- 
 . curled, but he was, made a Curle to free us. 


, Again, verſe. 5. the Prophet tells us, be pas 
wornded for our trauſgr | 
n Fe. ward Yenoteth a pol. 7hv. Gree 
luted perſon, or one, char-is prophaned, Now"; {> 
by.the Law ; every polluted thing or perfon 
arfed: Whorthe Bebe? of che 
pProphane, and ' God puniſheth 


SAntrhy Y | AQOIUICH 
- for it, facob 5s made a Curſe, 1/a. 43, 28. And 
of the polluted, defiled, or prophaned, the 


Jo” 


Law. determinerh. he ſhall die the, death ,, 


&-<i 


-"*which 


Theh: > Tho. Gat. 
hin thus handled by God m4 way of Venfeance taker on Ia. 


eſhons ;, ſo, we, read it, Sore. 


RT ION re Se fare nab AS AE tb - IT - . Fo 
ou OR) Spot in LA 37 LM PTRLLEALT IO BE [* OS 
SH LIHATV o DI F- et otbet fn i ata ("$4 j 
Ay Ut Rory {PA 33e- og BEM BSE 7 hap tent; I-01, ISL 
4 c- . Fe s Ah er 8 4 {3617 


8 


- EN 
3B 


XX 
37:38] 


"Tut 
which che Lair elle Corte, and when ſack 
uſed as pollured, nes are cut off, and die . 
CITE dwg b the Law. And . 


| hich \ _ Chriſt 'wounded for our tranſgref- - 


flons ; ' Gopich, we had reafly pol- *- 
lared: Bl. Tres, and were prophaned by our ' 


| fins which we had committed : 'But He, the 


Holy*One of God, was firſt: burthened with 
our ed ſins; lookr on as one ſtanding 
in the ſtead of polloted ones,and vuſcd,as wy 
deſerved, thar they might be blefſed, whi 


_ they deſerved not. Thus alſd verſ. 6. Me 
 1aid on him the iniquity of us all. Guilt in 
- _ . puted, and | ors ra inflited, from both 


which the conſequent 'is, The perſon'fo 
uſed, dieth an accurfed death, which'is char 
weare to prove. g' any then God laid che - 
iniquity of us all'on his Son, who was con- 
tent” to bear it, we may yery confidently 
dude that our. iniquity will be the cauſe 
te] eath, and* Loon dent will —_ , 
termixed wit that it may be ſuf- 
ficient to redeem vs from rhe Curſe:dne to 
our, iniquiries. There” is. one place more 
which T might urge, viz. Phil, 3. 7. He rook 
upon him the form of a ſervait, and in thar ca- 


. RV did xEiet himſelf onto death, even 


th of the Croſs, faith. the Apoſtle ; 
hich paſſage poſſibly "is nor enforced to | 
| ak other thi þ its own proper ſe, if ic be 
hus explained : He rook, a9 un him the form 
of a ſervant, put. himſelf into the ftare 
Ire err of an accurſed/perfon, and fo 
died for theip be/loved and TE. The. 
ripture doth. this manner 

ecch to expreſs'a Curſe on a man, Gon 
| 's 
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| Mie poteriey ty 31 ſ0-(a) Chan's Corſe 


NW CRgE Efate-and his feed —_ ; 
an ÞGlefling, and OR abandoned 'wh- 

a'Corſe. Ti/rar's miſery m - 
blem of a curſe 'ſfraxe) was by Pi 
| IP Fv2. the'houſe"of bondage. . Thus 
wee? 'dv/>s\, - rhe form-of a: ſervant 'in- which 
_ Criſt appear'd, aks his appeatance' wo 
der a 'Cyrſ& for" 1n this conjectare 
this place T ameanifivind by-chc _ 
Era mus On YRS place. _— | 


ny of the te ſts nd 
Bs whoſe * 
2 BEES Pell oe” 
yo mea Pen, Bur let this 6. iſe ah .of 
"wow weight -it will be, there are-,j 
the 


Cheiſtin-our ſtead appear'd vinkirm Carly, 


hd ſo4ied-an uceurſed death, thar by this 


 means'we might" Hve in hope-of'-a-bleflitdl | 
 Hfe-;\qridais The Text tiath-ir,)[thar the bleſ- - 
ſngs of Abvrabam m ; came -o w-Gene 
 riles4 ant tharwe might receive-the-Spiris, 
viz. both of Sandtification 'ro-enliven:os 'te | 


Pg mm and of Ad: ion, to xnſbregs of an 


nay Ce bs 
in ich- a 
"Gare indeed, _ Now 


hingaa Ou 259 
 Thidlder ſoul wy b the /Geaa5a6 
bv a TO DD of | 


- and exerciſe! them 'to.an \impro 


: * - ſhould Bring, 


— rs Chriſt, dying: a 


ants us, Amin excite his BO 


Vement;; 


them: ſuck' meditations: will. be as 1] 


' ftreams:to a River which-rhey greaten whil i 


they-ran'in the ſame chanel.:;.- - 
Ae brief ſpecimen. of [this will ſatisfie, I 
, and fer the ſoul on work;- wherein/ for 
res help: Lſhall ſhew him an -Efſay-in a rude 
draught of. this, in eight following particu- 


- Jar. Graces, which well become a Commu: 


nicant.” 

_ Hyuwility and Seif-abaſement. is anque; 
' ſtionably; 4 Sacramental grace; 'a' grace Wwe 
to; exerciſe at; .apd improve;by 
+. the Sacrament of our Lord-dying for us.: And 


+ the. conſideration. of his: death -repreſented 
| ”” underihe circumitances/ofa Gurſe, is a,very 
' Juitable; and a likely means; to: effect. this: - 
For it doth. repreſenr-to. opr. thoughts not on- 


ly the ſufferings of. our; deareſt. Lord and 
friend, -but convinceth iis+-that it was our-fin 
which, procur'd this _to-him-;.; and that. we 
muſt have been miſerable for ever. if he-had 
not thus died: Thus our fin/and miſery /is: ſet 


S_—_ is, and; theſe. will- humble 'a ſoul 3 
theſe will bow: the yenerons. courage. and 


f—_ of the nobleſt and'higheſtenind. 3 
A VEreHah 's 


alone cannot break. the canrage of 
pe among Nil conferre: [b;,Se.. A-ſoul 
approv'd-to its {&If, "is an' impreg- 

-And' the : ſpirit: of a man; will 


bear: —_ - = ah Indeed @: baſe: and. det | 


Ernarmas mind bricks: inr9. _—_— hs « 


tin). 


Smiley © "ads 3s. ef 
« ſenſe of -ſon.. 


what. little worth at] as 
_ Deur. '9. 7,'did. Me es. Nat Irſ el | to be humble, ſhew 
12,22. & them. Row . great their [fin had been, ah 

23-& 24- leaves then to _fay how little their opinion of 

themſelves ought robe; tells them how near 

they were to utter ruihe, when nothiflg but 

a Moſes and his prayer was between, them, 

Deur. 9-. 6, and-the execution of that word ; 7 will blot 

| 14- out their ndme from under Heaven. - Let .thy 

ſoul renew. the memory of thy ſin,when thou 

. reneyeſt. | 


member tliy fins, .and do as they, 


Gen. 41. 9. Extk. 28.43. Hogs, for all thy ſins. 
he, remember of. s, WL oy Frena 
tier bluſh... 1o »y crament thon. feſt Chriſt 


dying af accutſed: death. ;*in his-Curſe thon 
doff, or Jalldett ſee thy. .own fin; and with 


Ezra 9,6. wy; another caſe, Thow {bouldeft be how: | 
. | and bluſh to Jook np to Heaven, For;.. 


® i moſt righteous and "juſt haſt. co 
Find me, and Judged what my fant is, p 5 
great, how vile it. 35-18, the:Carſe "87... Saviour 
did bear for me: Ir was NPE a raſh , haſty and 

inconſiderate paſſion of a man that curſed the 
- ſinner; -but..ir was- the juſt » deliberate fen- 

rence fo a wiſe and holy God ever 


23 


"are beſt natures tc ro.en- 
i Fave I given: an occa- 


ndgement or opinion of. | 


[thoughts of Chriſt's dying a 
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"DE re thy God. pre 
ſay or-Pattern., Go thou 
at th - — (ce farther 
be humble £2 Se et 
Re Take an Eſfa pat ano 
tal Grace: AER TE 


+. 


{EAR a Cur Gin Hs. ws 00d and ae appetite 
"Is nor more _neceſla 

en tn art invited to feaſt with him, than 

rang Deſire is needful, and required, 


*invites the bvogry, "and. ;bids. the; heactieft 
welcoſhe to the hungrieſt comers; 'his lan- 


4 ler, me ke you come as. 'to. one. that you 
—= Ling & 9e Rog ou welcome, by Yeur. free 
= Naka Pale t-the proviſion-is,. or 

like jr. Rot, or 


d sTable.: Our bleſſed Redeemer - 


| | guage . ls, My. friends, Fou are welcome, and. 


Lmay,think you.cither | 


TURE Bll of. fomewhar ? 


Tn. 


od, and you. muſt prepare your defires, and- 


awaken your hungrings after him, , The bdſt ' 
wine is drawn. out for this feaſt, Ind. a3 
it ſhould not have a thirſty ſoul; whaſe thirſt 


_ can reliſh its worrh., He knows nothing of 


this Ordinance,who knows nort'it is a ſpiritual 
feaſt, to. be attended with a ſpiritual apj 
tite, and therefore I proceed to 'give you a: 
ſpecimen of that which is in- this Dying of 
our Lord, to whet the appetite of the ſoul ; 
and ſo ler the firſt Confideration for example 
be this; firſt, In this kind of Death. theſonl ſees 
both, that which will awaken and add” vigour to. 
ts averſation of fin oveevil, and what will awa- 
ken Fin rengthen its inclination "and Proſern- 
tion Fer PE verance from that evil, ''In the 
Curſe thou ſeeft what an eviFfin is;/ and thou 
miſt bear ir, or defire Chriſt thar he would ; 


If thou defireft not that he may really-bear 


the Curſe for thee; A in the Lord's Supper 
he Sacramentally doth, it will be interpreted 
.that thou deſireſt all chat evil ſhould lighr on . 
thee which thy fin deſerveth ; *and carſft thon 
deſire to be Curſed? canſt thou deſire to de damim- * 


243 canſt thou, fee "miſery Ithe' a black ftorm 


hang over thy head, and not fly to ſhelter 2 See 
thenina Sacrament Chriſt rendered to bear 
wy Curſe, thy miſety,and' ask r4y ſelf, whether 
it be nc ? 4 'th felf, ſogll T deſire this 


ar nd ? ſoall T wiſh, "and intreat, ani be ke: 


ro be freed ono gee evil or wo ? In rhe Sa>, 


[aabor the Lord tells'the difcern ning 9 bl, 
Here, take my Son, and if thou'deſirett it, r 


: inten _ oy deſerved Curſe, anid'thon ſhale | 


blefling ;'got chin on 
ell me* what thou, weil do, herb Whether - 
4 i id C2 F " 4} 'S "Tp 


- are contained. them BY ART. 
be fi pray oe pale e,, notion aud fr ef - 
wards.qo awaken the (5 to exert it's ke res: . 
A :miſery to be avoided by this MEANS, wall-per- 
ſwade the ſoul to a willingneſs to__apply the 
- + means, But ſurely a nyſcry ex - {1 by Fl 
, Curſe, by an Execration, will {haſten che ſoul's 

: defire to elcape_it; In ſame caſes. a® 
may commendably defire,. and, Te: ie 
Ml _ but: in no caſe.c, 4 man. chuſe 
ah h; The Jews had ne 0: OA 
ap to Mount Gerizaim. ;\When 

cells £ 4; it. muſt either dwell on-Mour 

 Eball, inherit a Curie, or.þe willing to; Noon 
=_ _ by. Chriſt unto: Mount GerizAim, - It; 

FR ' ro.fay, Let me. go,. not. a flow,. a loitering 
b | ' Pace, but the lwittgſt, the exact & EY rea- 
oo ap to. the. Bleſſing * aopnay be. any 

but 'g Corſe x fe et J- ANY. ME: 
28 ora og "hes 2 Wit 
clire 70 = | 


Ende la ak jan 


: In—— 
ob confiderate.! oh diſcernin Gout, if 
| han ; 2 MLA” yt, this" # are and intereſs 
death 2 If thou hag no thore than faint, 
ar” it might -be fo well 


» BEI % 6 


| T6 the ſtifieft thy hop 

defites with the | | 
"And what” i h@ rea Whatibe'| is it cit 
N, eat certainty can do io little with thee 
bis? oh the deplorable ſtupidity of man! 

Ae 6. NY of- «> heart! oh 
think, I fay, , think on 'it, Jeſus Chriſt was 
Fo be thee, and if is 
jelt eſcape by; him ;\ awaken * 
look afrer himBur laftly,”. ©. - 
SEE cor nee 'not- 


ug. to receae neg: the 


- _ 
= 


Ul as, #0 receive” the is 


proach this Table, 8. metngrial-of fie Dyi WE; # 
Jeſus with es to meet FS. and to exch _. {Xe 


.. with him, to bring their wretchedneſs,' and-« 


feel. their. own curſedneſsg..and ſeek bleſſed- 


- ry approach to- the Ordinance with. others, 
_ will either argue and prove:me a Hypoei 


. Chriſt whons thos ſhouldſt deſire ro mett in-the - 
. Sacraments Jhals find. « car which thox'1 


_ doth cordially-and truly;ſeck the Lord, ſhall 


Wo 


"4% 


with then? his Mefedueſs I'know Gif I <7 , 
the, Ordinance) that it was appointed for the 
44 thivſty, defiring. ſoul, which would 
freſh remembrances.,- and. -yigorous, 
longings for Chriſtz . for them who would 


neſs in Chriſt, ery preſence, my ve- 


or muſt awaken. my deſires. after $f: 
thou art not-willing to. find ghon arc%an [ | 
pocrite for ſeeming to ſeck, - - - | 6x." 
And Twill tell thee, take it as thou wilt,” ” on 
Thox that art not willing ro Jong « bleſſi bug. ity 


not. Remember. : Judas and _ tremble | Who 


find what he ſceketh ; but he.thar is careleſs, 
wants a, willingneſs "and defire,. Thaſl find W 
what he rhinks:not of 3; and-woe to him that . -, _ 
finds, and.meets with Zades his gueſt .af the AY 
Lord's Table! And; now.” We, hroting 


qui wi and thy: de= 
ſires: after. Or, And. yer Hecker, in. ; 
next place, a5 
Cloſer 4 ation, faſter 'Teugrr. 
L ors es « Hos very wall 
Þ, Franat, rhis' Ordinance of. the: Lord's Supper 
none haye doubted or deni d-rhis, but-tl 


ew ncrngag all rs efficacy, and - 
t 3 weak,- and-jmporent 


es 
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[th > 
which may "eeaken ny adherence; or with- 
draw thee.” from-Chriſt;” arid: ſuch rehewed- 


x Pa 


carefulneſs and heed will much improve thy 
Baith 3 - Ren a; a ng ro believe, are renew- 
ed Lis hin 


"The © conſidering foul will ſee 
wikis vere ft ton alt ether 
nefit, profit ain of Faithc - 
Lokets va It will ſee it ſelf repaired . 

£rs Fare -made park; after the greateſt and ſoreſt 
dammage ;.*{in which brought the Curſe up- 
on the ſoul, did the foul greateſt injury and 
dammage, itanade a ſhipwrack of all its ex- 
; cellencies and treaſure. Sinful./and accurſed 
man. is' the © pooreſt, . forlorn |and. undone 
wretch'in'the world, a $a 4 bankrupt. But 
naw applications. unto Ctir with a:purpoſo 
to adhere unto him, and chuſe him for ever ; 
rs. the mat 7 fromthe Toes it, 
| up again; it-puts a, new ſtock into 
fiis han er Sy. ! n him | Ph, the! fulneſs 
Blefling. For ;f Chr- NO ates hos thou ' 


guilt and fr nk wreethcdhets FRw, ll 
>rhy | g fout inro his" bleſſedne ; 
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every 


every 
ard ratmed, 'and the (Vi oped 'of its * * 48 
and [EORET rationally Yefire'to <br 2 go 
bargain, "it cannot but ſtrongly defire*ro keep 4 
ro its-contratt * Every reipembranice! of 'our 
riches by Jeſs Chrift,' is, or" ought ro. be a 
confirmation, « of 'our choice of x07 on —_— 
views of onr gain, will be Yen | 
hold faſt our' bar argain; and thus may Tn 
grow. eng in-its ts adhering * and clea 


- tO © The conſid 
ſoul, « 40th view its ows 
' Re i5 os Pract" in the Death of 

* Chriſt thus Hi a Curſe for it. Artherres © 
'membrance of Its Lord's' Death in a'Sacra- " 
Menr, it- [calls to mind that peace * whicy' hb 


"The fuel faith, if Chrift hath bir we Care," 
vi If 1 havechoſen Him, If 3 


. 'to'this 1 3 tap 
ge in belieying, I Chal ft 5 have this 
peace inhelieying, viz. bye F 


urfe alarm 
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1a) : 
.of a ſeryant, ofa ſlaye : And I know the-con- 
fiderare ſoul will not. eaſily return to. the 
beſet and ignominy of. ſuch a ftate ; ; No! 
{Fi ith in, my dyiog Lord did ſet_me free 
fo uch ineſs,.. and. advanced. me to the 
. nity. now enjoy ; and” my perſeverin 
confirnied faith, 'will and muſt preſerve and 
cophrm me in thar Ognity This prerogative 
my. Ding Lord. pur chaſed fo or "me whenever [ | -*Y 
would believe ; this prerogative he gave meſo 4 
on, as ever 7 FG lieve ; and there is none _ 
can take ; it from m6 Ja tony 45 1 ao believe ; 0h 
let me believe for. ever, that I may have it for” 
ever ! I would never loſe this. hohour, I will 
never leaye,my Lord... Whilſt thou arc able 
to. make the beſt of this Death of thy Lord. 
commemorated . in the 'Sacrathent, and pre- 
ſented to thy faith, (which is done on pur- 
| poſe, that thou mayeſt_make.the beſt of ir,) . | 
thou caſt. reſolve 'or conclude Tothiog leſs BE L22 > 
than chat thou wilt, adhere now fafter than 
Ever. 

Will this manner "may the Humiliation, _—_. | 
Delir res,the Purpoſes of rhe Soul be wropghr, . : — Bx.2M 
doo forth and: confirmed upon the conſide- | 

is of Chriſt dying a:Carſe for us: The. | 
Goh of our curſed. te will, lay.us low, and © 4 
Conv 4 us; the ſight. of a. eliverance by | = 
Chil "Will gs us defire that deliverance © | 2 > 
Pay, he. Ho and then knowledge of irs be- _—_— 
rſt belieying,.and_that jt ſhalf 
e beheve,, will perorade 
? chat ous, L continue, dye 
ouh BEOWh! vs into the miſery of Pm 
Curſe, whence we alngh Refnnele And &ri it. 
| . be next obſerved, ... -. 
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mental 


__ Clift. 


4th. Sacra- 


Cant. g. 1. -down as though you would friendly feaſt, inde 
watch a Seaſon to muther the gueſts, of 


Swe Toge | 
ror. , 


7 ou 
That Love ti Ep Able Chriſt, 74 ah! 
bY Sacratehtal Hake which 7 T am f £ oy 


gr eg, LOT be well improved, by 4 dui "ronfiaerdtion. sf 


Chriſt dying a Curſe NF -F do yerily {6} 
poſe KF leſs xo attempt the prov "br 
this ; every one knows, that Love 29 oe 


 & nece aud ſuitable A Communi- 
| a, Jes nes $7 Fl i 


ſeryants ſhould love him, and Fave himwith. 
al} the heart in every ary; much more in 


every one of his 


this which is a more fofemn, and more that- 


ordinary one. If thou wilt come to the Table . 


of the Lord, thou muſt come wich Tove to 


' the Lord 'of the Table ; thon muſt not come 


with entity in ,thy heart, nor with a ſvord 
m thy hahd. They'are friends who are in- 
vited to ear and drink with Chrift at 'his 
Table, and it is a #1onftrous tncongraity to of 


8 


that invites you. . God will not 4% al ; Abſo- 


lows feaſt, in- which one. of the gueſts was ij 


thered ; nor will he have 4 fea? like the unhat 


Rn err tee: nd th 


reſs will of our 
'able in love and charit 


and in love, and with fincere alfe( 


Lord, We muſt here fraſt withont--ohc | 
lever of malice againſt  BreebyW,la nd myith- 
bi oc. Tron of by Fife rowarit Gu 
<5 bo rm. ke þ point oi 


ments-ate in this- Death of by #6" aw 


-forth' our love'to our Lord: z. rd 


conſidered. Ws 
x. Did my Lotd Metin" nedinil. 
for me: do I now celebrare” rhe "met 


> cw Vs © 
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acknowledgment 


0  gove'ir tf 'Lord my" Love ſball be endleſs, - 
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hereof? Would he have. dove this if be had not 


loved me- as his own kfe 3 It was a'love that is 
ever to be bleſſed: by-me, which made my _ 


Lord"take on: him a Curſe for me. Greater 
lbove than this conld' not be Shewn to me, and 
Mp [ſs than-love'to him for it canton not be rendied 
me. Is Love the loadſtone of Lave, and 
oth not thy heart ſtir -roward Chriſt when 
he draws-i 2 with this attractive 2 -When he 
calls, - Look wpon' my Living Love in wy curſed 
Death, and gov me «araxy juage 4 dafinobly 
Love'z and*-when the , 
conſiderate ſoul look $'00 this,” it is Tead' 
with David to fay, What ſpall I render tot 
Lord for all his goodneſs? Whiat ſhall L render 
to God the Father. who laid my Guilf,/Pu- 


b nifhment and Curſe on:my Bleſied Redeemer? | 


What ſhall I renderifo the Lord Jeſus Chrit, 
unto God the Son, who took this heavy load 
upon him 2 Whar ſhall I: render ro-God the 
Holy Ghoſt, . who ſpppo 


not” fail, -nor be diſcouraged in this great 
work, under this weighty burthen ? Oh Bleſe- 


 ' fed Love of the Glorious Trinity, worthy of "an 


enfinite Love, though a finite creature is nat able - 
it caunor be boundleſs z though it ignar+ 


_ it ſhall not be ſhore ; I will make up its. 


defett of incenſeneſs, with an addition 'of'end- 


leſs date; ler thy Love to me which cauſed 
 rheeto die once for: me an accurſed Death, 
| beaiſpridg and Tource of Love it my foul ro 


_ «hee; offach a Love as fhall never die,/ Lord, 


thew dofrecfe more "y a can give,but © woulds 


ut 


orted the humane na- + 
ture 7 of my Blefſed Radoemed: that he ſhould -'. 


tv 
®. 


#4 
. 
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woe I ob RG 


Po a . 
yot be rnwilling to giue: as much as thoa.deſer- 
veſt. It was'matchleſs Love that the Prince of 


. Life would die for: condemned-ſubjects. But 
ris,*methinks more; that the Lord of glory, 


(over all God-Blefſed: for evermore) ſhould 


__ take:upon him-Death with a Curſe! 


2. Do I telebrate the Death of my Lord ay- 


ing a Cnrſe for me ? why then, ob my ſor ! thou 


doſt this day - in this duty call' to mind Chriſt's 


Taking 0n. him all faults,vand. bearing all thy 


blame, being content that- rhy faults ſhould 


be accounted-to-him z and that if there be (as | 
certainly there wlil-be) anger-for it, be will 
beariit.. Oh what endeared- Love do ſervants 


in a: family bear to that-Son.who is willing zo 
excuſe-the ſervants fauls,-and to bear. their 
blame;; ro make. up-their peace, and/to con- 


' tinue thenr'in, or reſtore them to their offices 
again | "Reader, whoever thou art that readeſt_ 
theſe. lines,: it- is thy caſe, Thoz: oveſt mito 


Christ the Eternal Son of God, all thy innocence, 


| allthy ſafety, all thy peace, ' all thy. continuance *| 
1 the family of God, unto: Chriſt. I ſay thou +| | 


oweſt it, for thou hadſt ſinned, and provoked 
God -thy. Maſter and-Lord ; he had curſed 


'thee, and- would have damned thee; he had 


declared:thine office'in-#his houſe yoid, and 


+ would have turned thee out ; and-then thou 
muſthave faid-with the unjuſt Steward, what ' 
- ſhall. I:'do when- God thus: deals: with me.? 

how ſhall I live?. Dig I cannot, beg 1 am 
. aſhamed ;. 1. ſhall be: accurſed on Earth, and 
- aceurſedimHell-for ever ;'oh thus had it been 


with.me ! if my Lord Jeſus had not ſtept in, 


and: took my faults upon -him.. Bleſſed be thar | 


*S - Love 
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[37] | 
Love which hath ſo loved me ;'Ler him cat+ 
ry away all my affettion, who thus hath carried 
» all my tranſgreſſions ; He ſhall have my love 
whilſt I lrue, by whoſe love it is that I'live. Oh 
' Tet mylove at the' Sacrament reviye, where 
there is the revived memory of my Lord his 
| Jove. to me, | None but thoſe fooliſh and 
_. mad creatures -who are in love with; their 
| faults, and with their: miſery, will withhold 
their : love* from-Chriſt ,, wha' delivered us 


from both. 
let this then awaken thee to confrder” how thou 


and ſpeak what intereſs thy friend ſhould pure 
chaſe in thy affettions,” by his undergoing. affli- 
tons for thee. Wouldſt thou love thy- rich 
friend, that took thydebts-on Him?" wouldit | 
thon do leſs than dearly Jove thy skilful 
friend, that cured thee -of thy diſcaſe?' thy 
. powerful friend at Court,” who reſcued thee 


: 


-| from a. priſon? thy- watchful” frithd," who 


kept ftrift and careful warch left thou ſhouldſt 
©" be ſurpriſed, and ruin'd;  whilt” thou wer 
{leeping ſecure in greateſt danger, and 'in 
| greateſt ignorance and ſecurity # But what 


| _ wouldft thou fay if thy friend ſhould deliver - 


thee from thine, 'by making it his own- dif- 
eaſe? or- ſhodld go-into a priſon, ;rhar thou 
-mighteſt go our of -ir?*or expoſe him{&f to. 
ruine;char thou mighteſt be indemnified ? Juſt 


[- ſo'did Chriſt for thee; he- did- bear; thy Uif- 


._ eaſe; and took thy fickneſs npdnhim?; he be- 
"came. a priſoner firſt to unjuſt hands (ſeizing 
"on him, and then ro the grave,” which could 
not hold him, yet a whiſt he'was a priſoney”. 
+, 7 D 3: there, 


' 3: Did Chriſt-die ſuch a death-in thy ſtead, 


wouldſt reſent another mans” ſuffering for thee, . 


E Pg. 


2 | "as js * 
there; for thy. ſakey-. In thy ſtead, .and i 


acknowledgment wilt \ thon make of all this? ' 
How-wilt :thou. certific” the Chriſtian work, , 


that.rhou doſt well. reſent .what Chriſt bath 


done;/if- thou wiltnot-love-hic far doing it? 
Thou loveſt thoſe that ſpeak well . of .chee, 


thatibleſs thee, that wiſh well to thee, ,and 
endeavour to do 'thee good, -and what ilaw, 
. reaſon or 'equity wilt thow pretend why .rhou 


aoſt: not. lpve Chriſt, who | ſpeaks #beſt of thee' 


ro his Father, "and who wiſhed beſt. to ther, 
and hath dove moſt for thee,” and all this by 
his dying 4” Curſe for thee? Leer thy own 
- heart Meer this, and draw to a concluſion, 
what ought to be done. in.this caſe ; ſay,Had 
any man whom I know, done this for. Me, 
which Ghriſt 'hach'done,. I.could ngt but. fore 
him; end why do I not.lgye Chrift > if I dill 
ſee'-my; friend *Joaded with - curſes, and _re- 


proaches, and. bearing, them.paticntly for me 
that I might not be-reproached, that. I. might ' 


not be'curſed, it would .cndear ſuch a friend 
x0'me:; why-now in the: Sacrament. the.yi- 


ſible memori of Chriſt's dying a Curſe 'for- 


ane; I do:ſee. ſacha friend, ſo loaded Tor my 
- Jake, thar 1 might nor. be -loaded with. my 
deſeryed Gurſe, 1 may not, I willnot be leſs 
' ro him than I would be ito another ;. / will 
dove him-more than aily elſe, 'for_ he bath done 
more for he than. all cond; and ſee it in the 
Srmegne 5 bleſſed REPeTlal 'of his curſed 
at 
 Fourchly: and. Laſtly, Is. the Sacrament of 
the bloody . of Chriſt, a memorial of 
this dying.an Kee death for.me ? ob then: 
o ſee the Pvidenge ofa love tome which med. 
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| at that the A ApoRie ſpake his very thoughts. 


Poſtle could not ſoberly, ſedarely. and” ra= * E i 
-berty and freedom of an Orator,to commend ; 


phat Paul wiſht but could not do for his bre- 
bis brethren. .What ſome do think was too ; : 


© 'one; hath been found nor'too great for the - + 
Choice and performance of the other. ' Now "-N 
Tet Chriſt have but a ſerious view of this he. | 

- hath done for thee, and anſwer thy {elf this, : 2, 
,or ſych like” queſtions 3 1s that 100 little to = 


 Hiderrake but Chriſt? Do I ſee Chriſt 40- 


ing thar which few men will believe a man | "i 
could wiſh hemjghr do, and'do I tilt” with- * > 
hold my-heart, my affeQtion from Chriſt? Do + +. * 


nigh bring me. to- 8544 and now "be ſhall 


[39]. ©. 

«th the loue 0 bef r:ends, which h indeed ex- | "4 
has the tho wrote £6 4h { of mo Ani 
fn For whi will IRE (bee a Chri 
an, who'is tanght by the revealed word of 
RN of truth) $: Chriſt would become 

for as? Some.men will hardly be- 


x 


when he kat he himſelf were accur-  - 
fed'from Chriſt for his brethren, his kinſ- - * 
men after the fleſh,” Some judge it ſo. incon= + .- 
ſiſterit with reaſon, that they think the A- - "= 


tionally-defire it, but that he did' ufe the li- | 


his greateſt atfedtion: to his kind red by a grea- Wo E 
cer expreſſion. Bur behold Reader, Pauls - - 
wiſh for his kindred, 5 ChriſPs own att for his Ws 3: 


thren, Chriſt hath undertook and undergone for 8 A 


Yip $#, ©4 


engage my love which was too great for any to 


I know that his fove was ſtronger” than death? , 

he, was content to be accurſed for the ſake, 
good, life and. ſalvation of Believers; I ſee 
im for a while ſepagated from God,. that he 


D' 4 | have 
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have that love which is £00 great for any one,- 
.  _ _ * Hnce he hath-done what is ſo great. for me, 
e-Joy inbe- * In the fifth place, The Hehever's 207 14, o 


FJ 


b- ye axing _ at leaſt. migbt be conjiderably improved in the 
Wy grace. commemoration of Chriſt dyiug as 4 Curſe, for #s. 
NEE It.is nor. to be . queſtioned whether joy ard 
re joycing through faith in.the. Lord'be. ſea- 
ſonable_in our feaſting with the Lon pF 
the ſouts.reft with d:light in the.Lord ; ani fic | 
a Uiſpoſitiog of. mind doth. the Lort, require 
and accept at this feaft., Now let us obſerve 
how that his dying.a Curſe, for us, may in- 
=: 4 creaſe our Joy ; and this may. appear: :-._... 
l..* = I, From the Nature.of fox, which is the 
- ; triumph. of the mind- in its freedom and delive- 
, . race from ts fears; or in its attaining and-poſ= 
ſeſſing of ts. hopes. Tt is 4 rational. ecarity of 
our beſt hopes, and a que remaval of our worſt 
fears, finging 4 reſt and happineſs to the. ſont, 
- Toy is the rapture of our ſoul, heating and 
obſerving delired events, ſweetly. keepmg 
bk rune with. our deſires and hopes, , It is the 
_—* +. Tripndium Anime, the ſoul's dance. to, the 
A | Muſick which the. God of Heaven makes for 
A _ ir. If there be any exſtaſies of jay, ir-can be 
be: gs from no-other. harmony than .which- is heard 
- not from gy 3g his melodious. ſpheres, . 
A. 'but from the Croſs of our Blefſed- Lord ſer- 
by, - ing Heaven and Earth in a bleſſed concent by 
of his. accurſed Death, The Philoſopher will 
© Pilatatio_ , fell us, that 7oy 55 the dilajat ion of the fot, 
eordis ob bo» rhe enlarging of the heart .ta entertain a preſent 
- mum prefens. Jofved geed.: Good' wiſhed for is the. Sun, 
the heart is the Heliotrope, the flower,of the 
Sun-;. Jay is the opening. and tyrning, of this 
flower towards the Sun, - This, or —__ 
| | ike 


; 
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but abſotveahd acquit, Juſtifie and fa 


| Uehire more 'than. bggined Is any thing 


either thou knoweſt 1 not what thou anſwerefſt, 


 dath not greatly, rejojce in his etiverance athd 
eſcape from #t, be but thy heart to receive, 
'and thy Joy fi 


orb Et St 7-25 $4545, 4 
Gs an nas 2 
o_ es de 2; os 


| "FI 41 ] # 5 PN 6 | is 
like this Joy. Now in what can” pe Fre 
triumph. if not. inits freedom from'a dread-x 
ful Curſe ?; What may poſſibly be imagined - Dn - 
will ſecure-the rational, hopes and wiſhes of | F: 
a" Chriſtian:b@ter than Chriſt's bearing his = 
fin, its curſe and puniſhmenr, thar Juſtice, may - Fi 
not Tay any ſentence of Charman » ay it, - 
e.It 2 6 RR 
Vhe'e can'the' foul better reſt, and congratu- | b 
late its Kappinefs.in its reſt, 'than in a pacified 
propitious God ?. Tell me, who. ere thay 
art, reading or hearing theſe lines, canſt thou | 
greater and . better in thy wiſhes? Certainly 
or elſe doſt anſwer. it is thy greareſt, dailyeſt, 
hourly eſire,; and that the mah or woman 
who would. aſſure thee of-this, would. fill 
thy heart with: raptures of joy, Now behold _— 
theſe defires anſwered in the Lord Jeſus dy- * > = 
ing to remove that Curſe which kept _— 
from thy happineſs, If Joy be the enlarging - 
of rhe- heart,to entertain a deſired good, lo > 
here'a good worth 'the entertaining, Chriſt 
bearing thy Curſe: lo here'a þLH0 c LO Br 
that” no heart, but an ehlarge 
rightly entertain it-: Oh be FE Tar to re- 
ceive it, and rel] me then 'what affection "It 
raiſeth in'thy ſoul ! Certainly he never feared, 
becauſe he never knew the danger of Hell, who 


as ſurely break our, as the 
ſtreams do 'when the ſprings and fountains are 2 
ed. EY. 
ty, Chriſt dying * a Curſe for = . 
wil | - 


Jo 


Vi , that 4 
bay oh more i Ty in w= ily Bop iſt dying 
anaccurſed Death for us, to NY and war- 
rant the Chriſtian's Joy. I dare ſtand to plead 
Z the Chriftian's Foy, to excel gn this account, 
XY as much as the Foy for recovery of a Crown and 
k: King dom dath excel the Foy of 4 wiſe man for 
a, Fonds of 4 Pip, Could a Chriſtian en- 
6 he to the exceeding -greatne(s of 
= T woe O 7 oy, .* would incompanebly ex- 
cel all other mens Joy, as much as the reco- 
yery from..a mortal wound excels the heal- 
. Ing of a ſcratchr finger. Indeed all other - 
Joy. wirhour - this, is fy unſeem) ay Joy' of | 
7 or. madmens .. but this ( without all. ' 
other ) is Joy. of wiſe, conſiderate and know- 
Ing'men.;. and might we enter the compari- 
ſon, it would appear what trifles men of the 
world (how great ſoeyer, and'how wiſe ſ0- 
ever in. the account, of the " world) Qo rejoice 


- 


5 K It is. reported of Fraicis the firſt, recover- - 

———_ the French ſhore upon his. delivery-out of 

4e ſui le his Captivity, Fhat he leapt. and rejoyced _ 

Bo Guy {3 , Lam, Ing And. who - 4 La 
lues liberty, or fafety, or Ie - 
dom, cenſureth hos for i. is whether 
it were ſcemly ? But oh believing ſoul! thou 
:— a Sacrament a worſe Prilon, .a. more 


_ 7 


& + 


o 
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doleful Captivity, crueller enemies, and more 


deadly dangers left behind thee, and thou ſer 
at liberty in a more blefſed fafery, and'en- 
titled to a Crown and Kingdom, as much - 
better as Heaven is better than France was ; 
and this by Chrif's' Death _ as it was an ac- 
curſed Death, to free thee from the Curlſe... 

The men of the world: rejoice in theit full 


| harveſts. The victorious Conqueror rejoiceth 


in the dividing ofthe ſpoils. ' The ainbirious - 
Courtier rezoiceth in his Court-prefermenc.” 
Bur, what Joy will the Barns and Stores of 


the wealthy .man be, when he dies the accur- 


ſed Death, #nd with Dives, is tormented in 


endleſs fires ?* Will the Joy. of the preferred 
Courrtier cohtinue to him under. the diſgrace 
which he ſhall fall into when God ſhall arveft, 
impriſon, condemn and execute him as an. ac- 
curſed wretch.? _Whac will become of "the. 
Toys of Victories and Triumphs, when the 
Crowns ſhall wither before” the hot diſplea- 
fure of God ; and when the crowned*Con= 


queror ſhall | be delivered up an accurſcd 


wretched ;priſoner and - captive in eternal 
Chains? - .. Pra 4 OS 

_- In few words, there are; many daggers 
lifted up, and ftriking at the Joy-of.every man 
who-rejoiceth in. any thing but the -Crofs of 
Chriſt, and firſt or laſt ſome one or other of 
theſe. daggers will reach the - heart, and ler 


_ gut the life-ofſuch Joys. . But the Believer's: 


: joy in the. Death of Chriſt dying a Curſe for 
Am 


, is a Joy Which is immortal, and catinot 


: 


be deſtroyed : It.is a Joy will, moſt gloriouſly. 


_ crown the Believer, when other mens Joys 
_ do moſt Thameftally-forſake, deceive and tor- 
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ture them, If thentany may rejoice, the Be- 
liever may much more ; and this he may do 

_ atevery remembrance of his Redeemer's dy- 

ing 3 Curſe for him. * And ſuch” renewed re- 
membrance -of our cauſe ,of Joy,. will un- 
doubtedly renew our Joy; he may rejoice 
ſill more-than yer he -hath. rejoiced,. who 
ſ{ceth he hath more to rejoice in than all the 

Jovial merry world ever. ſhall have. oy 
_ Thirdly, Renewed Meditations of Chriſt's 

dying ſuch a Death for ys, will renew our 

Joy, appeareth from this, Thatwrr oy will be 
moſt full, [atisfattory. and tranſporting to, us 
when we come to the diſtineſt, fulleſt and live- 
lieft 2 Wh ind apprehenſion of this Death 
of Chriſt. They who moſt fully apprehend, 
and who moſt particularly apply. the Benefits- 

of this Death to themſelyes, who live upon 

It, and know. what .life it is, . how. excellent, 

, how happy, Gc. Theſe are fulleſt of pureſt 

\ Joy ;,and truly as we abate in our ability 
and 8x1 to meditate on this Death of Chriſt, 
or as We abate in the exerciſe and actual me- 
diratjon and thought of Chriſt's dying for us 

- as a Curſe, the more our, Joy. will abate alſo. 

© The*Sainrs. in glory-do now; rejoice, and will 

, . forever rejoice, for they do ever behold the 

ſcars which this Curſe .hath left in Chriſt ;- 

they ever. remember that | Chriſt . dying; a 

_ Curſe, hath given .them that. bletſed Life in 
'which they eyer ſhall rejoice. * Now what Jr 

"hath wrought on them, and'what it will - 

work one day ypon us, proverh to-us whar.ir 
might wor in us at rhe preſent : It hath now 
all in it which it ever will have, but we have 

Pot all in ns which 'we ſhall have, when this 
ene *-- (GM; 


- 


£15; =}. 
dying of our-Lord ſhall/fill-us with-a-- never- 
dying, or abaring love to bigi who.ditl it,aud, 


with Joy.in+the thing done-for us. . The rea+, 


ſon why the Believer. rejoiceth more: in.the 
ſight of Chriſt dying a.Curſe, for him,” as-his 
diftint knowledge of it:groweth, | is-not.that 


| his knowledge addeth anything to it, bur be- 


cauſe his knowledge of it now-maketh more 
of that Death, (which a ed. not ſo much 
then, to his. own eye) 1o; his. Joy groweth' | 


-with his knowledge... But now. it is.not fo 
- with other Joys,they leflenas.our knowledge 
* of them increaſeth, -and thoſe which at..di- 


ſtance we. flattering our. ſelves.hoped would 
be pure, and deep, ſweet and. laſting as. a 
Cryſtal ſtream, . prove , to, us when we come 
nearer, and live on them, muddy and ſhallow, 
ſcarce worth the caſting, andwhich is worſe, 
yet they prove. bitterer.than. gall and worm- 
wood, and .of ſhorter continuance than a 


-morning, dew. - But our Joy.in bleſſed peace 


with God,.in ſweet hopes of glory, 1n fore 
foundations of faith, in endleſs happineſs, to 
crown our.faith, to ſatisfie-oyr hages,. and to 
be the manner of Ws. our God, (which 
are the, pleaſant fruits of Ghriſt thus dying) 
do increaſe. upon us; as-our inſight into them . 


-Increaſeth, and are pureſt when neareſt ;. are 


deepeſt in, the ſpring, or rather. ocean of true 
Delight and Joy ;. are ſweeteſt when moſt 


: lived upon;z.and areamgſt. laſting 'when we 


enter at laſt into them. The 7oys of others are” 
never ſo great. as their hopes, nor ſa laſting as 
their defires; But the Joy of a Believer in his 
Dying Lord, 1s at. laſt greater than his hopes, 
ard as lang ru 'd as his defires,.: And'in this he 
may 


. 
+? 


| 461. 
_ may nd Joy above the greateſt chat 


' ever the world 'boaſted of. If ever mortal _ 


man ſatiated arid glurred himſelf with world- 
ly Joy, it was with a ſadden guſh; which left 
him fo ſoon, that he had the more time to la- 


ment himſelf; an@ wofully wrack himſelf with , 
the Joſs of jr. © T believe Ceſar never met his . 


expected content'and joy in obti 'R 
Impire ; T know it laſted not” with him 


Crown was lined with, they would not take it. 
OS the freer. 

w, ob blefſed ſoul t - whoſe Joy lives 

upon the Death-of thy Lord, tell me; did ever 


any experienced, knowing, and expert Chri- 


Tanabaſe the worth of rhoſe Joys with ſuch 
a report of them? Can thy own jealous fears 
ſy a rational, probable, likely ground of 
ſufion. that cheſs Joys are greater in hope 
than they wilt be in hand? doſt* thou think 
that thereds any diſap 
Are there any co 


laints tharleS is poſle(- 


ſed than was looke for ? Haſt thon ever had - 
- + any cauſe to wiſh thon hadſt known leſs of 


Chriſt aha hang ? or Aa oy thou ever 


oa: te Jo Ye erugeT 
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thy . Lord; "Tam. hy ſerions 
thoughts upon this, Boe vs os Ah thou 

kiow. more,z for the. more. thou 
knoweft of this;the-more wilt thou rejoice in 
Chriſt, "Thus 


i 


| " as'he defired ;' in one or both of theſe 
it Sioves leſs ro him when he knew moſt of 
it, "This made a good Emperour onee fay, 
That :f men iy what thorns and' cares 4 


Intment in Heaven? 


| fols: I they 
of ot 
Mt) &s will ſee, and thou NY 
ny at the more thy Cat 
fo, the more thy Joy w! 
thar Chriſt 
- Believer th 


mpreover my PT 
hot Teave my , foul onl. X . Ye 
_ ſoul1'fer hy err to! hear. wW ay be 
_ Ken to thee,” By theſe who will bave 
Im thee in. EY moſt | WE wharees. 


S gr the - 
will here ? ke » the 


Þ *; 12 29 wil '£o with me quic 
"ITE 5 oh.corme and and ſee iſt 1 wh s. downs. 
” - Bleſſing for this, thy Curſe! 


% #7 


ear rayut x thy heart, of at. leſt revive 


tt Ph Ll C .prief in- 
cc thy loft Heaven found 7. Thy dying Sgul 
| Mes life?; thy God reconciled arid 
kting in thee * © Hear [:] y 

FP Wh lay e the E ador of thy 
 Soveraigh Ger o= ang "Lord aſeth to thee, 
when be offereth a” Dying Chriſt, unto thee; a 
Chriſt bearing®thy Curſe for 'thee. Pehofd 
thou droopin Pejever, That Blood which L , 

_ offer thee in this Cup, 'is the. ' purchaſe of that 
"  Bappineſs wm Vs Hou aefireſt ; the. atonement 
SOS "that wrath thou ſeareſt. Lo here is that: 
-- Blged which can abate\the ſcorching heag'of | - 

| feft-accuſy * condemning, and* tormenting 
ſte, drink of it ! this never failed. 
"£0 Ing. / Saints \ 
Miniſter 
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was Maas a Curſe for Pre pu r frojens ha 
to Gvd, auidl makes good all thy claim to Bleſs 
ſedueſs.. - What heart is large: enough to-con- 
ceiye the thauſandth par of thats Joy !: Oh ! 2. 
ſiagle-ſighr of chis;one unrepeated, once pro-. 
nounced. ſentence of Chriit's ; own -mquth. : 
Soul; thou art blefled, for I was'made a-Curſe - 
for thee, would ſwallow up alt other Joys, 
and would fill che heart of the believing ſoul 

- with Joy unſpeakable, - .. 

Now 1 muſt tell thee, oh thou doubting, 
ſollicitaus and:trembling;Belieyer! chatChriſt 
will. ſo. beſpeak thee ere-long, 'and. ſo give 
thee an-emrange into thy Maiter's Joy, that _ 
thou mayeſt rejoice for ever in thisBleſſed- - | ES. 
neſs, which I tell thee-is the fruit of Chriſt's: "oY 
Death, as it was an-accurſed Death. _ Andif 
1]. after all this thou-wilt weep,and not be com- 

4 . forted, I muſt alfo tell hee, thy tears; are 
{| | not wiped away, becauſe thou wilt not 
us to-do it, & thou-arta ſtranger; thy deſi- 
red joy,beeauſe thou arr.ſa much a ttranger fo + 
the-Death of thy Lord.Oh that our cys were — 
- opened to-ſee that fountain whence moſt re= "Mm 
4 freſhing ſtreams. do iflow continually } Lord | 
bþ eme a heart | knowing, -how to' turn this | >" 
kind of. my Lord's Death into; what, Joy- is . 5M 
hidden.in;it, and I know my.heart- will. yecd Ge 
.no0 other, will deſire none bur this. -; + _— 
Again in the ſixth place, . 4 peaceable, com 6th. Sacra- b- 
paſſionate, and render affeition roward our Bre- menal | 
3. {= our fellow Chriſtians, ' is a Satramental Fexcctlei 5 
Þ Grace, 4 difpoſicion "mind which 1s never out Not: 
XF of ſeaſon, and 3s moſt in ſeaſon at a Sacrament; rothe mx — 
1 Þ. Chriſtians fbowld-ever- live.'in charity, but they thren. -" 
| HL feaſt with their _Lard, and with their | i 
E Bre= © 


_ 


5, ow te 
| other; when they 
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©" Brethren. in higheſf 5 IP of charity \ When 
bg they: ſhould etibrect each 


-walk' together, ir ſhould 
be hand gh ag ' This: Love-feaſt muſt not 


be allayed with any mixture of Towre mur- 


mur dSitrer envyings, or -unfavou 
porn. of diſcontent. mie Jotk 
give 0s a moſt excellem Rule for this, 
x. Cor.'5. 7, 8. Purge ont the old raven, &e. 
Let us therefore ' keep tht feaſt, not in the old 
kaven; wor with Ne leaven:of malice, &ec. In 


malice we ſhould ever be children, bur eſpe- * 
cially at the Lord's Supper 


. F wilt not urge 
reaſdns why. we muſt de thus affefted each ro 


other, when we come to the Table. of the 


Lord; fbr it is ſo univerſally” known by all, 
and-ivis {Þ neceſſary amqng many other gra- 
ces, that roo many think this alone ſufficient 
co prepare men forthe Lord's Supper. © Ir is 


. true, who hath all other, - but hath not this 


preparatory, is-unfit';  Whoſoever wants this 
alone is not fit, though this alone will not fit him 


' for the" Lord's'Table, _ The want of this miſt 


keep him back from this Supper,unti] he-hath 


a mind ful} of ſincere and true love to all men; 
eſpecially to all rhe” invited gueſts of -the 


Lord. therefore thar ir is nothin 
pred en om affeftions, and : 


- fionate tender: love or- charity to-th 
- thren, -is a Sacramental. Quality. 1 fhaſin- in- 
- ſt a litrle-on the manner, how this may be 


improved; and advanced by 'the Deach of 


foes for us... And | 
'x. Firſt, When thou art-ar the Lor#s Sup - 


per, and ſceſta few of. thy Chriſtian here 
t 
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firſt reaſoning upon it. If 
Chriſt died a Curſe ſor nr,” then. were we all 
awnder a Curſe; then were we -all plunged 5n nei- 
ſery 3' all were nnder the guilt of ſin, -and under 
the wrath of God'; and what tongue can tell 
what this is, or what heart can-think:of it, and 
not be compaſſionately tender \over- ſuch poor 
creatures! Can your abdured ,: hardened 


Hearts, hear the groans of men 'tormented 
. - with the Strangury, or Gout, or Stone ? Can . 

- yol look upon-the- miſeries of an Hoſpital 
0 


without yearning bowels ? - or can you look 
upon the- tortures:of one wracked- and torn 
ppon a whee), or between wild horſes, with- 
out'a with, oh that: might deliver them ! 
what kind- of heatts do you bear toward per- 
ſecuted, murthered and tormented Chriſtians, 


' when you ſee the pittures of-thetm, or read 


the hiſtory of them? do-not+ your- hearts 
drop into-tender compadſigps toward them? 


Why now look on Chrit dying'a Curſe, he is 


the-lively picture of thine and their- woful 


ſtare, it is: to be. ſeen in; his Death-; read 


over the- ſtory of. Chiriſt-accurſed, -it is the 
tory of thy moſt: woſul: ſtate; : and of the 


miſerable Yate of. them who are: now-com- 


municating with rhee-z; they were: with- thee 


finfol, guilty, dying creatures; which ere long 
muſt have been groan hing, howling 


-under the avenging wrath of che Almighty, 


if Cbrift had+ noe: thus dicd:for- thee and 


them. Look-opon chern, fay/(as/indeed they | 


were) Þchold whar\was- ſaved of 'my ſhip- 
wrack } Theſe were toſſed in thet ſame vellel, 
| | E 2 - daſhed 


| Tr]. ER 

there to celebrate, the- Death of thine /avd- SH 

- their Lord dying 2 Curſe ;- this. in all likeli- | 
hood will be thy 


Ee: 
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$58 . daſhed on the fame rock,” taken up helpleſs. 
ESC -and lifelefs, &c with me; Oh I never ſee 
m them; bur: it" comes into my thoughts, and 
my heart ;- my heart-weeps: over our com- + + 
mon danger: We 'do ſo often 'renew our com- 
paſſionate affeQions toward our ' companions 
in dangers," as tke ſight'of them renews the 
thoughts 'of 'our danger: That which in a 
different caſe-David ſaid, When I remember , 
theſe thingr, 1 pour ont 'my foul within me. The 
ſoul redeemed from the Curſe, will be able. 
- to ſay, when Lremember theſe things, com- 
. paſſion and tenderneſs are poured out. The 
| "remembrance of a ' common 
-Nthil ad miſericordians fic *'qanger, is*a- moſt prevailing 
mr yaeiaet an,” # $*r5- enducement 'to compaſſion. 
WE Miſerjcordis eſt vicind mi. - TRE Philoſopher could tell us, 
"i | 'ſerize. Seneca de Clem.  * That this Pity is 4 neighbout 
I, oo 2.14. :f0 miſery. Whence likely it 
was that. the Lord did enjoyn the 1/raelites * 
to ſhew a- hearty compaſſion unto-afflicted * . 
ſtrangersy for They know the heart of a ftran- 
ger, for they 'were ſtrangers in Egypt. We 
" muſt compaſſivnately and- tenderly love, 
4; . wiſh well, and affect thoſe whoſe hearts 
'" _* we know, for ſo much as'we were in like 
cafe. Now this is one part of 'our brotherly 
love or charity; here it begins,though it doth 
; not end here. This tenderneſs of” heart is 
=  - like the pith or tender pulp/ which rujineth . 

- through the whole. body of the tree. 'This'in- 
deed is the Root on'which the delightful Tree 
grows, and ffom- which: the-beautiful- fruits 

| of love do bloflome; bud; increaſe and ripen-- 
' And ſo often you water the tout of Love (as you | 
do ſoften aud-mottify the. temper of your m_— 4 
| OE | : Which. .: . 
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- which 5s aone when ſoaks in the chonghi, of our © 


COMM0R danger. 


. -Tſhall cloſe this particular with that piere- 
i0g' Queſtion, - Afatth. 18.33. Showldeſt hour 


not have had. corppaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, 


ever as 1 bad pity.on thee? How ſhall we- 


anſiver this Queſtion, if the conſideration of 


our common -danger 'do/ not ſtir up in us a: 
love of compaſſion'to others? what bowels 
hatt thou if they:do not now:yearn and move _ 
towards them? :We are aptto pity thoſe : 


whoſe rormenting diſeaſes and ſharp pains we: 
_ have felt ; /and if ever we felt the inward 
forrow and tronble of an accurſed: ſtate, we: 
. hall pity ſuch who are under it, and with 
tender affeftion:demean our ſelves towards 
thoſe. who were under it; it will renew. our 
ſympathy, and this will renew''our love to 
them. -But © | | 64 4 
Secondly, '[n 'the' remembrance of Chriſt's 
« dying a Curſe for iu; there is the renewing. of 4 
moſt ſelf-abaſing and humbling conſideration, 
Now the renewal of this will be a very likely 
means to improve our love ,' which js a 
humble; ſelf abaſing grace. $0 that what in- 
crduſeth our humility, will increaſe our charity. 
' Solomon tells us, that onely by prides comerh 
contention ; and our own experience proveth 
the proud 'man.neither fit to be choſen for a 
Joving friend, nor to be truſted. as one that 
will be'conftant in his . friendſhip and Jove : 
ſuch an one'will be ever breaking the laws of 
friendſhip, -of which the Apoſtle diſcourſing, 
T Cor.-13.'4,'5, 6.. tells us, that. it. neirher 
vaunteth it Fa nor is puffed "up. Indeed he 
can ſee ng cauſe of vaunting himſelf, who 
: E 3 - - views 


OE. 


views himſelf in_ this curſe *cendition repre- 


| ſerited, and confirthed to us by Chriſt's under- 


going i for us. '$omething or other there | 
muſt be indeed,. or muſt -be thought - to be, 
which ſhall exale. 2 man above his neighbour 
and brother, . /Now when it appeareth that 
It was .equal.guile and! miſery under which: 
thou and I, and. every. one; did lye, unti 
Chriſt redeemed us, this cuts off all vaunts, 
and proud boaſting of [our ſelves above 
others ;/ and where. pride:is laid thus low, 
and taken out of the way, *there: meek and 
peaceable deportment” outwardly, and meek 
and peaceable temper. inwardly do ſpring up 


and flouriſh, This'will preventall increaſe and . 


growth of: malice; and diſlike: for whatever 
thou canſt find-in thy Brother to dillike, the 
fame, or as bad-is' found in'thee; for before 


grace appeared to you, you were both a& 


ciurſed,: both.rebels againſt 'Gad, both con- 
demned by the Law of God, bork alike mil% ., 
creants and :vile ; nor may diſlike feſter and - 


ranckle' into malice againſt thy-Brother ; For 
if the Grace of God hath taken occaſion from 


his vile miſerable condition, to be'and appear 


' grace indeed 'to.-him, who.. are'thou daveſt 


make .jt-an occaGbon of wrath-/or: malice? * 
know the reafonings of a believer toward 
believers are of another nature: and tendency, 


they all favour of ome AN eden dif- 
pobrions, dd 


ppon our Fires, aa our conticinn , - ſuch was - 


I, but I obtained mercy. Alas! bow are we 


miſiaken if we think we may boaſt our ſelves 
in wu difference _—— us 'and others ; ho 
who 
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+ 1 BRES | 
who» made us to-differ? There was tauch of 
reaſon in_the penitent Thief, when he-took 
up and reproved the railings, reproaches-and 
blaſphemies of the other ; Doeſt,chow not fear 
God ſres g thou art in the ſame condemnation ? 
* This ought to have humbled him, and kepr 
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Luk. 23 20. 


him-ina peaceable behaviour and. mind to- 


wards.thsſe gho were dying with him. Oh 
let us maniſelt 

and laid low with our.guilt and vileneſs! ler 
vs Manifeſt ſuch, a mind by meek, peace- 


a humbled-ſoul, amind.abaſed. 


able, loving diſpofition'towards our Brethren, 


who were firſt our Brethren in a Curſe, but 
now:are.our Brethren in Chriſt... Certainly 
- nothing doth more become [pardoned 1inners, 
than ſuch a peaceable bebaviour and fliſpoſi- 
tion. 
fruit of our peace with God through Chrilt, 
than this our peaceable mind and behaviour 


do I know a. more natural.genuyine -. 


towards men, when Angels ſhewed the glad 


tydings, viz.. Salvation through Chriſt, they 


_ did. alſo-proclaim peace on earth;. ſo muſt 


,we When God makes us glad with this falva- 
tion | HR" 


3- Again thirdly, In. the remembrance of * 


Chriſt dying a Curſe for mi, there is renewed 


the remembrance of Jopoeacle and pardon - 


. Branted. of God to ws. The Believer commu- 
nicating at the Lord's Table, doth zhere ſee 
: himſelf pardofied, andthe like pardon. offer- 


&d unto others alſo through Chriſt, dying a 


Curſe for them. Vow this doth mightily per- 
ſwade with the Bellever to lay afide þ/ PEcaſions 
. and ground of quarrel, and ſo doth mach 

* promote this brotherly love,. Zacreaſing it bath in 
' the habit of charity, dupojng the mind to An, 
\ al 62 
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BE [56] | 
and in the exticiſe and atts of it in our beha- - 
vioar” and converſe among Chriſtians. That . 


which God hath done -for .us teacheth us 
What we are to do' for others, when God 
might juſtly and tighteouſly ' have curſed us, 
and refuſed us.peace 3 he did for Chriſt's ſake 


free us from the Curſe, and entred, .confirm- . 


ed, and ſtill *keeps peace with ns. Now faith 
the conſiderate Believer, T muſt.be like 'my 
Heavenly Father, he hath accurſed but one 
thing for which he hath not yer, for which 
he never wil] have, thoughts of peace, and I 
muſt-never make, or keep a peace with that 
accurſed thing, with ſin. But ſince it Math 


.been the good pleaſure of my Heavenly Fa- 


of diſlike, would ſolicit-rhee ro. break the 


Plutarch: m 
wit. C. Mas 


. Vie. 


ther to'make' peace for fſach who were car-: 


{ed ; 'and ſeeing he hath made "them bleſſed 
by .this peace , { muſt: with | better” mind, 
though T cannot in better words, ſay with Ba- 
laam, Num. 23. 20. Behold { have received 
Commandment to bleſs, and he hath bleſſed, and 
I cannot reverſe it, "When any grudge, envy 


law, of Brotherly Love, ask but this queſtion, 
Ts God at peace with this man with whom: T am 
ready to break? Tf God be his friend, and at 
peace with bim; it'is my beſt courſe, and 
moſt adviſtd, ro be at peace with him alſo, 
7 and make him. my friend. «It is re- 
ported in the Life 'of ' Marizs ( that cruel 
man)” rhar if he ſaluted not rhe man he mer, 


- bis ſonldiers took it'for the roken tharſuch'a 


one mult not live : Burf he faJuted any one, 


_ no'hurt/was dohg to him.” Ar this'preſent I 


"tell you, #0 hurt muſt be done” 


by you or me to 


As he did 


ſuch whom the Great God ſalnteth 


Abraham, 


of 


REN 


Abraham, and as be doth ſtill Jalixe -Abra- 
ham's ſeed, calling thens friends, - As then'the 


renewed uſe of the Lord's Su is a renew= . * 


ed teſtimony of God reconciled unto us, 'and 
a renewed- profeſſion of our friendſhip" unto 
Gofgl ; ſoit will be.a renewing of our ftiend- 


ſhip with thoſe who are ſd bleſſed and happy 
in their alliance unto- the Lord, whois alfo 


our God. Moreover, ſuppoſe fleſh and blood 
could pretend'an occaſion of: contention and 


quarretwith-thy Chriſtian Brethren, fammon 


rhem'r9-pur in their Bill, and make their plea - 


before -Chrift, 'who 'once died 'a Curſe for * 


thee, and them ; ler the grievances'be'right- 


ly ſtared, and hearken-whar-Chriſt would fay 
to thee that contendeſt-; He would ſurely 
tell-thee+that he-did not ftand' upon - greater 


_ injuries done to. him, bur did'bear them, and 


forbear thee: in them z witneſs thine own ap- 

rance at the Sacrament, where thou pro- 
feſleſt to believe that Ghriſt'died an accurſed 
death for thee, and doit thon dare to'”retain 
the thoughts, the remembrance, of farthing 


dammages done to thee, in that very place, 


and at that” time where thou reneweft: the 
remembrance of many talent-dammages by 


_ thee done-ro God, all''forgiven ro thee! by 
_ thy God;-+who thereupon requireth thee ro 
' forgive others? How- filent and ſpeechleſs 
will the-mercileſs unpeaceable man be'when 


God ſhall make him read over ſach places as 
theſe; \Shonldeft than not have had compaſſion 


'on thy ſellowrſervant, even as I had pity on - | 


thee? And if ye from your heart forgive: not 


men'their treſpaſſes, nexther will your Father 


which 6150 ones forgins port rr afagne ed 
451 SES OE. 3. op rc eg 
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Sf in chis Peace 3 and. wilt hou :not-judge 


are.embraced 

deions as chow art; or canſt be-2: 'Oh:come 
thend-make + peace' with all thy Brethren, 
cla par Geol for Cloif's ſake hath 
| forgrven thee, - And thus. I heve:very- briefly 
draven” out three particular - -inducerments 
"many-other) which from'Qhrfit dy+ 


us, and all: Believers: ſhould 


which: becomes a Sacra» 


to: 


13:55 
Pot” © 
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= mhickmap ee of Chriſt's Death as\4.Curſe.in 
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which have 7 _ do intereſs with thy 


FEES: exceeding | 
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y--God, -with! as-:hearty 


, and them-to live: in a'Chriftian - 
-peace, | 
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| Lord for bis-mproy-to-us-in- dying for: 
us: And 'though. praiſe be ever , 
| yer a Scrament the ſeaſon A army of 
z then it-is/ moſt in- ſeaſon, though ir. 
fever out -of ſeaſon... The commonnelſs, 
and-ugivetd prznotion of this 'truth among | 
S$+ Chriſtians, ſaverh me the Jabour of prov= - - 
git." 1 need nor: prove that to. any. one . 
ich ,is denied - by;no one ler then praiſe IRR 
and thanks attend. our communion at the 
| Lord's Supper. And andong other motives 
| unto; praife, let us view” ſome few ariſing. 
{ fromthe Death of Chriſt; as it -was- a6: ace 
} Fu death for us, -- And ſo} i? 
p « Firſt, To this kind, of Death of thy: 
> (how ranfh be beholdes for al the ſwoetneſs == d 
1 thou taſteſt ini;thy; meraes, ' Thy fin which E 
R__ thee -pnder- he: Curſe, /;mbittered - 0 
every thing to. rhee- alſo ; \nay! =: 
curſed thee,: forftited all-rhy meneies ;\chou - | | 
hadſt no right to them. whes: onee:chou-hadſt - 
ſinned; and thou-eouldſt- raſte po (yeerne/in 
| _ chem if thou bat Rilllain under" the Curſes 
.Þ thou ny more right-t6-/rhy eſtate; and 
' life; than -a condemned man: hath- to hisz . 
thon couldeft have no-more :enjoyed-them,” 
than a penſive' candemned: ron whois kept.  - - XZ 
in priſon with a. deily- allowance--$0 keep _ NE 
them alive unto the day of his vedr approach» | "7 Lol 
' ing; exechition,./|\every. morſe . ag an : 
| c0-him;fo-mould-itheve been: totive.; They 7 EP 
| mayeſt read this inthe emblem of the fin- | ie ag 
| ner's ſtate; a naked <man-caft out-of @ frait- 
| ful garden, and left in. wv wharf gr pres 
apo S6ch” was the conſequence of thy. 
* -ſing-caſt © Ws OE SO in 
furne 
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tyrned out among erforkaey thorns and briars. 
Now, would he not deferye thanks who re- 


. ſtoreth thee to' a title 7? gives thee a new: 


right unto: alt-defirable bleflings ? Who ſhall 


root vp thoſe "curſed thorns,” and plant the. 
Vine and the'Olive to yield thee fruit ? Look. | 


' then; this, and more, than this done for thee 
by the: Death of thy Lord made a Curſe: for 


- thee. Lo thy title renewed” to neceſſary 


mercies, 'and mercies renewed unto "their 


ſweetneſs and delightfulneſs.; thou a Prodi-: 


gal received as'a Son,- and the husks  thon 
didft Feed6n {turned into: bread in thy 'Fa- 
ther's houſe. Chriſt was accurſed for thee 
that'every*bleſſing .pight be ſfiveetened to” 


thee: Eyer--praiſed be our Phyſician who: 


 hathtaken bur the-moſt" of rhe poiſon, and 
| hath turned che reſt” into- neceflary and ſea- 


- fonablePliyfiek,/ ' God harh bleſt thee with: 
every - thing=in Chriſt, tliat thov mighteſt 
bleſs and'praiſe, that thou mighteſt be rhank- 
ful for every thing; and aſcribe” it-all ro the 
- goodneſs:of Godin Chrift. *' We, owe-all- ro: 
this Deattof Chriſt; and -how little do we 


pay when'we'are thankfu! Let us not then 
with-hold'this litcle-roo; "In'one word, read 
over thelarrer part of 'Dew728; from v.15. 


tothe end of the chapter, and: conſider how, 


well he: deſerves bleſſing and thanks from 


thee, who hath deliveredirhee: froth the bir- 


rerne(s: of-10' many "On imbircering | all 
thou enjoy dit; 7 


Secondly; The reflewed-thoughts of Chrif 
_bearing thy 4 Curſe, ! wilt' be renewed Thank- 


fulneſs/in rezewed ſeenrity'and aſſurance againſt 
= ſears and FerrONrs £4 a -ſelſ-accuſing and con» 
a: [-miling 
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| dewing heart.'\ Thou ſhalc never bear that 
Curſe which the. righteous Law threatned 3 


thoa needft-nor: fear it; if: Chriſt died- for 


thee; for he did die a Curſe for every one + 


' in whoſe ſtead he did die ; and that God who 
. accepted his Death, will never;go from this* 
word; or diſown -the virtu&-of- his Son's ' 


Death, nor caſt 'the Curſe vpon thy ſoul. Oh: 
than trembling Believer ! thy fears are 'the 
weakneſs of rhy graces, orithe want of ex- 


ercifing them ; | either. thou knoweſt not. 
what it is to -haye a: Chriſt, 'a Jeſus dying a,,}, | 


Curſe. for thee, or elſe 'thow-doſt-not enough 
conſider it; nor obſerve howlittle ground of 


feaf is left. \Qh!1r would be 4 bleſſed tran- 
 quility of wind- to us to feel. as-little fear with- 
in onr ſouls; as Chriſt hath left: of Curſe behind - 


hin in the Law againſt #s. Happy ſoul, who 


© believeth'that. Chriſt died for'him.. He may; 


look upon the:;Law, and find that there is not; 
in-it'any Curſe againſt him for Chriſt made a* 
Curſe, died to. redeem them who were un-: 
der it. - There is-no-doubt to be. made of this: 


Truth; there cannot-be juſt 'cauſe of fear. - 


where Chriſt: hath taken away the Curſe: 

Which the Law:threatned:;., Now+there'is.no 

condemnation-to-ſuch, nor 'may' any one Jay. 
aty thing/:to the-charge of 'theſe redeemed. 
ones. - And when this is duly: weighed, how. 
thankful will.ic:make us1.' How: much would: 
a- feeble; {ouning perſon: thank you; for'e, 
ſweet reviving;cordial! what life would there 
be in.his {exprefions of* kindneſs: for ſuch;-a- 
courteſie 1, what.loving embraces would ſuch 
a-0ne-courtihis: friend with !-efpecially if his: 
life bad” (certainly miſcarried without: x4 
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 'Oh unkindneſs! nnthankfulneG of us Chri- 
ſtians! who lay in a ſwound of acath; ſtrucken 
' with the thunder-bokk of the Law, periſhing - 
- without recovery, hopeleſs withour a Chrift, 
_ acturſed for: ever 'unleſs Chriſt become a 
- Curſe: for us; and we profeſs to know all 
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this, and to believe it, and yet are ſtrairned 


_ a Plutarch. Saf wits Arte 
 ErXes. _. = 

_ 6 'Fhe Darick was a coin 
bearing rhe . image of Da- 
71us, *and the value of cach 


iece was two / ſhillings: 
our pence; ſo the whole 
ſum amounted ro one hun- 


dred and fixreen pounds fix. 


Ld 


in our thankfulneſs to him. 
The (a) Hiſtorian reports that 
Artaxerzes King of Perſia, 
gave one a thouſand (5) 


'ricks in a Cup of Gold for a 
-recompence - of @ little fair 


water offered him 'in the 
palms of the man's hand. But 
what have we given unto Je- 


ſhillings and eight pence 
befide the Capot Gold. . 


ſus Chriſt, who hath brought 
__. us not a little water in his 
hands, but his heart and hands full of ſve, 
and blood ſhed for us-1 Oh come magnifie 
the Love of Chrift; and bethankful to him 


- oft 
hn to thouſand praiſes 'ro thy Gdd.' Re- 


— he? 


teſt evil, becauſe thou" ſhouldſt bear 
ry ms there ffor-ever, and never have one 
ſenſe" from God, what ehankflitneſs didſschou 

itt. | h TEN * 


_ Curſe for me, that Traight' 


houghr 
the the HIPEIRORY my own eaſeleſs. pains, * mes gar => 


| being made a Curſe for me; I muſt rherefore 


"fort 
then think was: meet for” thee to pay," and 
for Chrift to receive 3 Oh lev nor this «For 
goiooe when: thou comet to commemorate 


ſo, ge the Loos oF, i LErkdens' 


Redeemer, who was-cotitent to Fu ms # 

' Gy not flaviſhly ts. 
my guile, nor be in Helt-(a Gran; OE 
ry Hells har] niighr nor ering onder-cis Spira 


e worſe than'dearh it ſelf; Lot 5 ars and-. 
fears, teyronrs and pains which no rogue Caty rears. "1 90 
deſcribe, ' ny bleſſed Redeemer delivered 'me 3h 
from them, and' duly confirms it to me in 
minding me that he- died; and that he died 


mind "my debt of thankfultnefs, T vowed, at Ds 
leaſt promiſed and purpoſed.never to forger, ; —_ 
char more 'thankfolnefs in due to Chriſt 
then I .conld ever pay ;\ 'Let-my renewed - 
view of this blood io affe& me,oh my dearefr 
Lord! at every Sactanient, that it may ever 
renew my thankfulneſs,' mil rhankfulneſs be 
ſo perfetted; that I'may never more- need'a . 
Sacrament” to ot me in mind of this my kl 
dpty. + 
a The renewed thou hes of Chiriſy | ©;- 
ink leſs, In that tht hears of s Bollever Wo 
Sy this; may doneInalt,/ he 48, = 
_ tg the chav + Derd oo | 


Wap” 4b ow We 


the ere, ſo that now. he may ago = his 


ry and-plead for his releaſe: Na yh 
hath the. diſcharge and releaſe. offere 


him-as it were ſealed, ſigned and recs. : 


co him at the preg thy whilſt God. by his 
Miniſter _ t-.the, New. Covenant into 
his hand, , and $ him that blood;; which 
was ſhed for. confirmation of. the. Covenant, 

and'for remiſſion of the fins of as: many as do 

belieye. And that. we har Canal how all 
thiscan be, how ſinners can be acquitted, and 


, the Curſe threatned can be-avoided, we are- ' 


. at..every Sacrament-.minded. of. chis, that 
- Chriſt died for _ being made a.Curſe for us ; 
that. is, undertaking.and.performing what he 
undertook on. Qur - | 

ſclf..to the Jaftice of- God, abode the Trial, 

_ was found. in. the. likeneſs. of ſinful. fleſh, 
humbled himſelf to the death, even the death 
of-rhe Croſs,- and- (6. ſaffered ; all which is 
emplifed. toys in.the. rey 
th, conſidered as. the. death 'of one who 
der a. [c, is not only en- 


n order; can ore beliering: 
| and read it,.. 


and alt 3h for; bimſcſt, and make. im-, 


PVEIIE: of i it. to- his comforre, - Now IS. 
"_ ; Heart 


> he preſenced him-. X 


of his. . 
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| hat can, Jook. on-all this, and nor.. Teak on 


chis duty. of chankfulneſs.? what. ſoul, can; re-, 


ceive a pardon under the:broad:Seal of; Hoy 


Ven, and not bow the knee, and kiſs the 
When.an. offender upon: indicancntand gl a: ; 
acquitt | 


to teſtifie-his thankfulne 
King : How, mach mpre; doth-.ir: become us... 
- t0 give.chanks ar the retpembrance of qur ac- 
quitrance, abſolurion,; and being deelarcd ac- 
quicted, as we, are ſo. often ,as. we duly-par- 


take & communicate in the blaod. which, was | 
ſhed for the remiſſion of the fins of mgny.. .In 
a word, a bare-promiſe of. pardon deſeryeth: . 
a grateful. BAS Ty 21 0h bur, che paſſing, 


of it under ſeal. doth much .more deſerve..ir ; 


Had-God paſſed his Pore dncly, and required TY 
us to. belicye :it, and praiſe him for-it,/ we: - 


muſthave done it. Now; he _ given us - 
greateſt affurance,. he -hath, proceeded. yugi- 
cially againſt Chriſt, the, common.,and ade-.. 
quate re teſentarive, bailand vnderraker, for : 
us; and bach appointed/the Sacrament of the. 
- Lord's Supper Jas ant,-Aut cn he the 
Record.o! FF eltitnony: hereof ; we '0 
_ rather to.be thankful. - Renewed en 
of this. will renew. onr.; Ipg00s and onal 
praiſes, If we haye el * onr.r 
exerciſed. in things'that is Bots 
Fourthly aha. laſtly, a RATS Jl, 5 
; which-will inereaſe our: amriult - 
for gut deliverance.lg, oft; 


LY fr, tron Pee WHAT on bat we Plot 
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dir is a cuſtom: ” d ſcemly, open) - 
y, praying-for the. 
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| Hegel from au accurſed ſorrow, from - acewrſed | 
-rrouble;' we'are pert mer el but "TH08 > 


on -oflicticn He hath the Iz 
afort,. rears that ſhall be” wiped* 


Jer. 31. ſorrow and that ſhalf/ Her a. 
le nn DE es 
, _compaty-and Jead ; this'is a blefled weeps 


| eb carry f0rch ed which is us, 
, Marth.5.4- ' and they ſhall return rejgycing,” ' There are-- 
mourners whom Chriſt © hath” protons 
bleſſed;\f'rhat trouble and ſorrow-are not 
# | ſuch-evils when they-are- conſidered withour 
"IF | , -the imbirtering rhoughts/of u/Curſe in them; 
b.. - it is the Corſe which: maketh the Cup (© fall | 
; of aſtoniſhment.' Ir.is the Corſe which gocth | 
with the condemned into Hell,that maketh ir 
Hell indeed unto, them. - AMittion with, the 
favoor of God is a bleſſed fate; bur affliction 


| - and unſpeakably fad, forlorn 
and-wofal,. Now Chriſt -dying a Curſe for 


fromn vated with the batred' of ' 
. Gabrownrd i the miſerable, that he deſer-- 
on, 706 more thanks frottrus it had beeh 


E- rookednefs, or a bupnig ever, or a foarh- 
Ha mba. of x 68, and liar blindneſs; 


us, hath re us from ſorrows,and the Curſe, © 
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bt. ſhame and confufi 


which n was no otherwiſe his, chan-by Inaph 
ratiohz could this bring, him to: ſuch: dime: 


crwhelm me, when, after my, ſerving 
 bomk the on imputed,” and_the 
, yileneſs and, reproach. of; the; fact 
commirted, ſhall meet in one, and be charged 
upon.me |! Is it not high.time to forſtke'this 
ſervice which will en 


mind.zne of the Death, .the/ accurſed:' Death 


. of Chriſt the Lord of Glory ? I ſee: then [ſack 
' a warm, ſuch a lump; of: worthleſs fleſh as I - 


am: cannot ;ex any other - event: of -ſin; 
than. to. Tedoros ſhame for it ; and if af- 
ter(I do, know this)-1 ſhould ſtill love fin,and 


dehae init, how: bratiſh- and unreaſonable 


Id I appear. t9; be, how-unlike a.,mant 
ft either renounce. my reaſon,” ar renounce 


' fn. -It is no dallying-in-a-matter. ofthis 


nature; ;;iI. ſee _rhesjuſt and righteous Judge 
o Heaven and Earth, would not.fpare his own 

.when.. he found him under. myGios, but 
NR 1P01 -he v6 puniſhment. of - them, the 


ſhame and I deceive: my ſelf 
wage upon me, . and not:caſt 'the 
—_ the-ſingeri;//.if IT 
4 ſhall: riſe {with 


n of. face will cover 


: : in the ſhame. and re- 
'proacly, of ;a: Curſe >. Doth the: Sacrament 
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 Menian@Angels?, when Chrift' ſhallSathen 
. whether thou'hadſt nor! heard-and ſeen thit 
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ſhall be" Sunwilling to? Tive-in fin, as we are 


avhen: asthy.Eord' couldſee, did' find 23d Ex- 
pected: ro/nd' nothing. elſsbut 2 Cutfe jncir? 


our purpo 


| againſt fin, as the only. thing - 
lothe us os ſhame; and: Wo, % : 


to bear' the ſhame > 
2..Secphidly," {n refed: "thoughts 'of 4 


to" New Obediente, draws f from the con THEY 
and ſuit ableneſs of the. we it: ſelf: Norhing 
more anſcemly thay to: " cont rnnt in © ſon. after our 
proſeſſng ont ſelves to be his ſervants, friends 

Mer 1 who died for pn." -Nothing more 
juſttfiable":than- their. Jeaving of fin; whoſe : 
Lord "died for © ſin';' Vefpecially” ſeeih(s>- fin 
brought upon him awaccarſed Deals: Kat 
wilt thou anſwer for thy ſelf in the d#y when 
this abſbrd, | unreaſonable and * evo de- 
portment 6 thine ſhall. be Jaid 'oper before 


he was made a Cnrſe for®thy firis **whether 
thowhadft' nor» oftenbeen minded of rhis'at 
the Sacrament?, and \whBir'he ſhall: fatther 
demand of thee what” thou * ' eouldeft'1ee | in 

ſm, or hope ro find in fin, 'or expect KÞmo To, 


# 


waſt ithoufo 'ſottiſh ro ithink* of findin; any | 
thing; infin berter-thanwhar'thy'Lorg © i 
in ir?” or waſt thou ſo unrhankful, Ft Wet 0 


and ſerve . that, which bronghr: an rarſed 4 - 
Deatruponhim ? Whatever ſerncy's wow Wares. -- Þ 


T know that 'a" day wilt come. Gp Hhbye Ws 
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of” bps ph whe, yet ſerveth, his __ "curſed dueſhs::: 
4 Chrift doth not own-him;.. be Milkdeclare: to 
_ .all theworld that he knqwy n not, thathe;! Nne- 
ver knew ſuch workers of miguity. . Bur.ſup- 
poſe it poſlibly mighrbe . 'which".yet:never . 
ſhall 9 a Hed) a Rar ice con 
be 0 
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was never tainted with any one ſin, onl oY 
_ the guilt of many? .I fee then-ic i#1 bar Ee + IE 
cciving;-flattery to: hope for the love and fas | 
. your of Godz::whilft i love my-fin, and cofis J 
tipue in-It 3oif I will-have his Jove,and" eſcape E 
his hatred;I'moſt leave off fin ; +for be battth "0 
' all the workers As 4 Pſkl; 46 He baterh © 
the evil-way, Prov; 8.3; Fauſt cither 
_ the evil mays or 


-There” cannot be any thitig In ih bf 
| achey ro wget | rhe 1 


yr my op mn TEENS + : 
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;Fourghly, In;the renewed aliGughes'of chi 
of deach, :Zber Believer thath; The renewed 
"ple and  £VgAELCE. of: TE ing overmhs 
head of every: firmer, -w alldraths ir h$ 
moſt. dr Which is fulleſt of harrour ans ' 
noo faors.... Deatiriis the'' King @P - 
ted: ahd eintejoathediry 


as: he wa$rlaaded with them abi 
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on was he punidhed;! 
KA manner::; He is male, a>Qurle,” bes 
© the guiltioh our ſing/iwas Yaidgon) kitagi 
puniſtinient due'to that guileranfited com , 


F "Nothing more! cereain, Hts monndedr 
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[* threngh mer, iFrthou wile-obey,if thoo wilt" 


- (1 | 
fin of many, Vero£2.. He hisi ons Jr bare our 
fins-3. his anpribody on:the rreeg Pet?! 
And-all.thisi were {cr>forchi:before — 
eyes, {@ that: the ſerious 'and*confidering Tout! 
ſdon comes £0! this concluſion, chat whoever! 


j doth bearche: guilt of fin, he muſt vie 2 Curſe: 


for it; -and -he,needs no other: proof of it but: 
this 3: Chriſt did bear guile, «and+chis/ brought 

lim. to. .curſed, Death::, Now!.therohe be- 
gins to-afgue tlic . caſe with: -himfelf:;: Can I: 


| - continue in-ſin; amd; not bear:the-guilrof fine) 


Gan yield my JUf.a-ſcrvane+toffin,) and! yet 

not-be-accounted-a-ſervant-of fin?>1Can: I, do: | 
the: works: of; iniquity,” and+ ot. be? thought 
byJudicious;'and; wife men, [a worker: of ifii- 
quity:? -How much. 'more-will the Juſt acid 
righteqaus: God-Fecount -me ſo 2/* When'I'do. 
any'factfor which:the Law-of/man-iwill: call: 
me;to,2ecount;/-can'I do. the fat and the Law: 
not imputeit)ro me ?- [tis 'moſt forriſh folly: 


| to-continue\ in'the ſervice'of ſin;;ahd:ro flatter? 
\ wy ſelf that ſhall norbe accounted 2 ſervant: 
/ of fin, or.tothope I ſhall nor be loaded-witts: 
. the guilt of my-ſin,” And it. is no'leſs folly-to 


thiak thatiwe:may lyeundef the guilt .of fin;\ 


_ and} Yes -not-ſink tnder. the ' imporcable bur-' 
| then of a-Curle.: -No, no, either&muſt leave-. 


my. ſinning:or 1-muſt'die- thatDearh, "which 


of all ; is the. mbſt terrible. +I'moſt be a Curſe 
. | under the.wrath of God: -Now-therefore re-- 
| faſve:what-thou and I ſhale'do3\Gad propoſerb\ 
{ a Chriſt dying a Carſe for .theey to" chcourage- * 
\ thee to leave fin, or toſnew tha: hae: thog vec 1's 


traſt-t0'sf thou live in ſin... 
+ He preacheth/ro- thee this -Dodtrive; Life. 


194 | renounce 


Ne bo Prace,  bear' thy Guile, anden-\ 
dure thy; Curſe z- orelſe if thouwile 


Nillrefauſe- ro; convert and leave thy fin. And 


ler me tell-chee, itis:Death with.a Curſe; and 
thou- whether. thou canſt endure it, 
and ler me-ask thee theſe. fewy'c 
| whe more in Death _—— 

. This ſharp and piercing ? -Doſt' not: 
think A the: Curſe-doth: addunto the dread 


—__ Deg When God: proclaimertv - 
eſſed"in death, doſt' thou nor per= / 
forade chy {elf.that-Gad raketh | away: much 


of the'terrour of death 2 if ſo; then. 


when. God/adderh a. Curſe: with rents he. 


addeth-terrdur to-it.z and-thou-muſt confeſs: 
it alſv, if thou' wilt confider it: Now then- 
ſay, Canſt-thou, conrentedly think of dying' 


for thy-ſin-2 Canft thou think of 'doing more: . 


 rhan dying for thy. ſing ? Until;that time be 
come. wherein thou: cauſt (ay, thou wonldeſt be 
: milling to ſh Nr wore than death;for fin, thow 
| e, willing to ſerve'ſin any more it 
thy life. 1 know. Whenwe come:to die,we ſhall 
judge fin unworthy. of ſuch a pledge of loves 


or ſervice; as one-pang, ' or one fear, or one' 


. ſigh-for its fake z ob: then'we ſhall ſay, Ho 


owed fin too much who- for ſais ſuke- added the 


leſt pang to death. Whatever thon doſt there-/ 


fore, 0. 
| OOTY, 


_ © S-\ker:me ask thee, 7s there no manner” of. 
. dying which is a terrour to thee" more than or =" | 

Sa nowto die,and mighteſt ., 
«hou chuſ-any ar” fl 


thy: death, wouldſt 
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- *wouldſt "thou [9 actour ble 'f F WT 
_ death to be loh ER {th fuch #torment-" WW 
ing, lingriug, at diſtaſe: as Sy lathe; '. 


| That: God had indeed: Tet 


- againſt him as apainſt an enemy." Bug now. . 
ler me'tell thee, The afflittion Han Job, nor the \ of 
woſul death of a $ Sylla , Or ep have no ſuch . © 
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